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Please note that items appearing in this mailing are not necessarily endorsed by Synod office. They are offered to you 
only for your information. Use at your own discretion. To cancel this mailing please notify Synod office at the email or 

number above.         Note: Some items may be time dated. 

 

REMEMBER! 

Please mail the Synod 

office a copy of your 

congregation’s annual 

report for our files. 

Thank you. 

14TH Biennial Convention of the 
ELCIC 
T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  e l e c t i n g  l a y  d e l e g a t e s  
h a s  n o w  p a s s e d .  A l l  r o s t e r e d  a n d  l a y  
d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  n o t i f i e d  
t h e  S y n o d  o f f i c e  b e f o r e  
M a r c h  8  a r e  n o w  e n c o u r -
a g e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  
B a r b  W i e b e ,  t h e  C o n v e n -
t i o n  R e g i s t r a r .  
 
The registration fee of $1,290 for rostered and lay 
delegates includes two meals daily (lunch and din-
ner) during the Joint Assembly; delegate travel costs 
(travel equalization for all delegates across Canada); 
and transportation from and to Ottawa Airport. The 
delegate registration fee does not include accommo-
dation.  
 

You can find more information for delegates at the 
National Convention website: http://
jointassembly.ca/delegates/elcic  
If you have any questions about the information pro-
vided in the registration package or the Joint Assem-
bly, please contact Barb Wiebe, toll-free at 1-888-
786-6707 ext. 177 or send an email to Barb at 
jointassembly@elcic.ca.  
 

The deadline for registrations for all  
delegates is Friday, April 12, 2013. 

From March 14th to April 8th, 2013, Pat and 

Dittmar Mundel will be visiting IELCO (The Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church of Colombia), our Companion 

Synod in Colombia. They will be leading workshops for 

deacons in three different regions of the country: Bo-

yaca, Bogota, and Los Llanos. Their focus will be on 

healthy communities and socially, ecologically, and 

economically sustainable development, and they will 

be using and teaching various interactive analysis and 

group learning tools. They will also, through separate 

intensive courses, teach pastors and seminary stu-

dents how for Luther we encounter God clothed in cre-

ation and God clothed in the Word, so that all our 

teaching and preaching connects us more deeply with 

the realities within which we find ourselves. 
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

April 2013: 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT’S COURSE: 

ENLIVENING WORSHIP 

April 6, 2013 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Edmon-

ton 

Presenter: Dr. Joy Berg 

 Our worship life is the core of our church  
communities where God feeds us, teaches us and 
interacts with our lives. Together we will explain 
four areas of worship: 
1. History 
2. Liturgy and the church year 
3. Creativity, and 
4. Practice - specifically focusing in the area of  

musical understanding and worship leadership. 
 

Worship leaders as well as church musicians are wel-
come to be a part of this day of learning and equip-
ping! Register by calling the Synod office: 1-866-430-
2636 or (780) 439-2636,  or online by going to: 
http://www.albertasynod.ca/leadership/lay-
assistants-program/ 
 

THE SOCIAL JUSTICE INSTITUTE: will be hosting 

an event at Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Edmonton, on April 12th called 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION: 

CHURCHES ENGAGING THE LEGACY 

OF RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS  featuring  

guest speaker Dr. Terry LeBlanc.  

Two events will be held, the first at 11:00 am as well 

as an evening session at 7:30 pm. This mailing in-

cludes an invitation for you to become more familiar 

with the issues around residential schools.  The 

event is part of the "Truth and Reconciliation" that 

will cross Canada with information, discovery, and 

discussion about how we can move forward with 

our brothers and sisters of the First Nations.  Please 

consider participating in this conversation and invite 

others to share this opportunity 

Images of Spirituality April 12-14, 2013:  

Ecumenical Christian Women’s Weekend  
at Entheos Retreat Centre, just west of Calgary. 
Seasons of Life: Wisdom from the Psalms with the 
Rev. Christine Conkin – Anglican Priest, Liturgical 
Dancer and lover of Scripture. 
Cost (Including double accommodation): $235  
For more information or to register, go to 
www.imagesofspirituality.ca ,   
email: info@imagesofspirituality.ca 

 

May 2013: 

WESTERN CANADA SPRING TRAINING  
INSTITUTE FOR CHURCH LEADERS  
You are invited to, “Spiritual Leadership: Helping 
the Church to Live From Its Centre”, the 6th annual 
Western Canada Spring Training Institute for Church 
Leaders sponsored by Conciliation Services Canada. 
This ecumenical event will be led by the Rev. Dr. N. 
Graham Standish, Presbyterian pastor, professor, 
counsellor, spiritual director, and popular Alban In-
stitute author, in Edmonton, AB., April 30 to May 2, 
2013. at Providence Renewal Centre, Cost: $450 
including taxes, lunches, and study materials 
  

The seminar, ”Spiritual Leadership”, is designed to equip 
pastors and lay leaders for leadership that helps the con-
gregation to connect deeply with its spiritual centre and, 
in turn, to become a place of spiritual sustenance for 
others. Graham Standish has been convinced by his work 
with mainline church leaders from across North America 
that people in our congregations are longing to experi-
ence the Holy. They hunger for ways to go deeper with 
God that are true to the best of their faith tradition. 
They want to be part of vital Christian communities that 
are not only proactive in engaging the needs of the 
world, but also intentional about spiritual growth. To 
become such communities, our churches need the ac-
companiment and guidance of skilful spiritual leaders.  
 

This seminar combines insights from Christian spirituali-
ty, Christian theology, and the modern leadership move-
ment, with practical skill development and the explora-
tion of strategies, tested in hundreds of congregations, 
by which church leaders can help average, mainline con-
gregations to attend to their spiritual growth and be-
come the vital, Christ-centred, churches they are called 
to be. Graham Standish led this training at our Ontario 
Institute in 2011 to rave reviews. 
         

http://www.imagesofspirituality.ca/
mailto:info@imagesofspirituality.ca
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For more information, or a registration form, in pdf for-
mat, please go to www.conciliationservices.ca, or contact 
Nan Cressman at 519-742-2280 x 1. 
 

Conversations in Indigenous  
Intercultural Ministry 

Date: May 13-17, 2013   Place: Saskatoon, SK 

Instructor: Dr. Terry LeBlanc 

This course will introduce the student to contemporary 

Native North American contexts of ministry and mission 

via several teaching examples including: worldview; con-

cepts of spirituality; issues in culture and faith; and minis-

try as community development. Community and personal 

illustrations from the instructor, the current climate of rec-

onciliation between Native peoples in Canada, and the 

wider Canadian population will form the consistent back-

drop for discussions in class. 

The course is open for graduate credit ($1000) to those 

who have an MDiv or Master of Theological Studies or 

equivalent, or audit ($500) to those who have any prior 

theological degree.                                                                                                                                 

The instructor Terry LeBlanc, PhD, is Mi’kmaq /Acadian., 

and is the Chair and Director of NAIITS (North American 

Institute for Indigenous Theological Studies), a formal and 

informal educational and capacity-building and training 

ministry with Indigenous peoples. He has written exten-

sively on social issues and intercultural encounter, includ-

ing contributions to the Zondervan published Faith in Ac-

tion Study Bible, The Edinburgh 2010 Documents and, 

Global Theology in Evangelical Context. Terry holds a PhD 

from Asbury Theological Seminary. You can register for 

theses DMin courses at any of the Saskatoon Theological 

Union (STU) schools: 

St. Andrew’s College Registrar     

email: standrews.registrar@usask.ca    phone: 966-5244  

College of Emmanuel & St. Chad Registrar     

email: esc.registrar@usask.ca    phone: 975-1550 

Lutheran Theological Seminary Registrar     

email: registrar.lts@usask.ca     phone: 966-7856 

 

Synod Youth Gathering 
On MAY 17-21 at Camp Caroline, 

learn to Shine at the Synod Youth 

Gathering. Join us for an amazing long 
weekend of workshops, activities, fun, games, 
food, friends and worship. See the poster in this 
mailing for more information. 
 

July 2013:  

14TH Biennial Convention of the ELCIC 
July  3-7 in Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

August 2013:  

Concordia University College 2013 Wor-
ship and Music Symposium will be on Au-

gust 2 and 3, part of the long weekend, and 
part of Heritage Days here in Edmonton! Dr. 
James Abbington (specialist in gospel music and 
African American resources and history) will be 
our guest presenter, with a hymn festival on Fri-
day evening , and speaking on Saturday on 
“Bringing Tradition into our 21st C. Worship”. We 

hope to also have several representatives in a ‘trade 
fair’ for that day, with many and varied resources for 
you to explore. Come to Edmonton for the long week-
end, and get the chance to see this amazing man in ac-
tion on the keyboard (organ and piano) as well as his 
wonderful insights into worship, and take in the global 
community at Heritage Days along the way, as well! 
There are many great camping sites around Edmonton 
that could also be part of your long weekend. More in-
formation will be coming to you shortly on the Sympo-
sium (and ideas for that long weekend!). 

 
September 2013: 
10th Annual Retreat of Our Own 
September 20-22, St. Michael’s Anglican Church, 
Canmore. “Good News from Old Texts” with Rev. Dr. 
Kristine Ruffatto - see the poster  in this mailing for 
more information. 
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ON A PERSONAL NOTE… 
OUR CONDOLENCES ...   

We have received word from Dyanne 

Noble (Licensed in a Pastoral Capacity 

- Trinity, Warburg) of the death of her 

father. Dyanna shares: My dad, Ted 

Noble, passed away on Friday, Febru-

ary 1st from liver cancer. His last days 

were particularly difficult, and we take 

comfort in knowing that he is at peace, and he is suf-

fering no longer. Please keep my family in prayer, es-

pecially my mother who is devastated by his loss. A 

Memorial Service was held Saturday, February 9 at 

Trinity, Warburg with The Rev. Scott Brown presiding.  

Rev. Greg Anderson (Trinity, Grande Prairie) of the 

death of his mother on March 4th. Pastor Greg 

shares: My sister Cindi called from Colorado early this 

morning (Sunday) to let me know that my mother, 

Ruth Anderson, had passed away during the night. 

She was 86. The staff at the assisted living centre 

where she lived were quite fond of her and were quite 

sad. My sister and I know she has been struggling 

with her declining health and that she has continued 

to miss my father terribly. All that has now passed into 

life eternal and fulfilled.  

OUR CONGRATULATIONS ...   

Rev. Tim Posyluzny (retired - Ed-

monton) writes:  Carollyne and I 

would invite prayers of thanksgiv-

ing from our Synod family as we 

celebrate the birth of grandson, 

Nicholas Alexander Posyluzny, on Feb 4, son to 

Trevor and Shawna and baby brother to Anna.  
 

Rev. Calvin Skriver (Lord of Glory - Lac La Biche) 

writes: Lori and I wish to announce the birth of our 

new granddaughter: Mila Jean Ronsko She was 

born on Friday, February 8 in Camrose to Susan and 

Nic Ronsko, sister to Anderson. Praise be to God!  
 

Rev. Jim Krause (retired - interim, Christ Trinity, 

Lethbridge) writes Friday March 8 : I became a great 

great grandpa this afternoon at about 4:30pm Ottawa 

time. A boy, Austin Troy, mother and baby are doing 

fine. With the marvels of modern technology, I've al-

ready seen pictures of him. ...with thanks and praise to 

God for God's many blessings!  

IN NEED OF PRAYER FOR HEALTH CONCERNS…. 

March 1: Rev. Harold Brose was admitted 

to the Misericordia hospital after suffering 

a TIA or ministroke and has been taking a 

few setbacks over the last week. First, the 

TIAs continue and for every step forward, 

he seems to take another backward. He is 

also now fighting a bladder infection and 

possible pneumonia. In spite of all this, his 

spirits remain good. Please keep him in your prayers as 

he continues to try and recover and keep also his family in 

your prayers, as they seek to care for him to the best of 

their ability. 

OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS…. 
From March 14th to April 8th, 2013, Pat and Dittmar 

Mundel will be visiting IELCO (The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Colombia), in three different regions of the 

country: Boyaca, Bogota, and Los Llanos. We are thankful 

for Pat and Dittmar's willingness and availability to experience 

and to share with our Companion Synod and we invite your 

prayers for them and our sisters and brothers in Christ in Co-

lombia and for their safe journey. 

GOOD STEWARDSHIP  

EARTH FRIENDLY PRACTICES... 

In an effort to reduce our use of electricity, paper and oth-

er resources, we are considering offering the Synod Mail-

ing via email, or having it available on the Synod website. 

It would be as a pdf document which you can easily read 

(and enlarge!) from your computer. This enables you to 

print out only what you need and are interested in having 

as a hard copy. Not only does this reduce office costs at 

the Synod, but also waste within your congregations.  

Forward it electronically to your council chair, youth leader 

and office secretary/newsletter editor for their use. No 

more lost or discarded papers! It’s a win for everyone. 

If you would rather receive the mailings electronically, please 

email Darla Wildfang at dwildfang@elcic.ca 


