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Celebrating Gifts of Words and Deeds 
  
As we move into the season of graduation from Seminary, planning 
for Ordinations and Consecrations, and transitioning into First Calls, I 
am reminded of my recent Ordination as Bishop on January 26, 
2013. “Celebration” is one of the words I would use to describe the 
worship; another would be “gifts,” as many gifts were shared prior to 
and during the worship. 
 
One of these gifts was a poem my wife, Cathy, and I commissioned 
for the Ordination from Dr. Faith Nostbakken, a member of Glory 

Lutheran, Sherwood Park. Faith has earned several degrees in English, Theology and 
Spiritual Direction, is currently a candidate in the Diaconal Ministry track, and has a 
wonderful, creative ability in crafting words and texts. 

 

 
In shaping the poem, which Faith read during the Ordination, she considered the texts 
for the worship, the hymns selected for congregational song and ensemble singing, as 
well as a handful of images, metaphors and pastoral themes which are deeply 
meaningful to me. 
 
This poem was one of the many gifts shared at the Ordination, a gift that I will return to 
again and again as I serve in this new calling, and one that I now share with you.  
 
Ordination: a poem by Dr. Faith Nostbakken 
 
Nobody asks for drowning, certainly not the infant 
gently tilted head towards the font, 
arms and legs splayed suddenly with fear, 
maybe a whimper or a shrill cry 
as the robed one sifts through the sparkling water 
and touches the tiny brow, barely downy with hair, 
the rhythm of “The Father. . . and of the Son . . . and of the Holy Spirit” 
incanted before a finely woven linen cloth dabs away the drops. 
Everyone so easily forgets that dying can begin like this, 
the cross fingered again on the forehead at the dawn of each new day. 
 

 Nobody asks to have her feet washed either, 
     not on Maundy Thursday even, unless her shoes 
        are polished, her stockings free of runs and easily removed, 
         her toenails trimmed and filed  that very morning. 
          Maybe then she offers but can’t quite face the eyes  
           of the one who silently lifts her foot from the basin, 
            wraps it awkwardly in a freshly laundered towel, 
             drying the creases between each toe. 
             Most would rather forget how almost embarrassing it is 
             to be served this way by a neighbor or a friend  
            much less the One incarnated in this sacred, tender act.  

 
          Nobody asks to be called into paradox either 
        when the people proclaim, “You lead!”  
     and in the same voice add, “You serve!” 

           our meanings translated into as many tongues  
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as join in song and blessing on this day. 
Wash my feet, but don’t embarrass me. 

Splash my head with the font’s damp cross 
but don’t let me stay in the drowning. 

As you shepherd, walk beside us; 
notice how cracked our feet really are,  
how chapped our hands, 

and whenever we meet eye-to-eye,  
(especially try to meet us there) 

call us brother, sister, as we are yours, 
and remind us, so we don’t forget, 
of the wondrous ache and splendor  

of love made whole first by being broken, 
made new first by dying, 
made perfect by the One whose body  
here and now we are, 
heads, hands, feet, eyes, tongues and all. 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 
 
  

 
 

Retiring Bishop Ron Mayan receives the gift of a cross from National Bishop Susan 
Johnson at the Ordination service of Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer as Bishop, Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories, January 26, 2013.  
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Looking for a Camp Experience this Summer?  

Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

 
There are nine camps/outdoor ministries listed on 
the Synod of Alberta and the Territories website, 
each unique in setting, program and leadership. 
These camps view outdoor ministry as an 
opportunity to provide Christian education, 
worship, fellowship and recreation to a wide 
variety of people. 
 

For more detailed information on each of the 
camps, visit the synod website at 
www.albertasynod.ca. Under the main heading 
“Ministries”, click on “Outdoor Ministry”.  
You may also call the synod office at 780-439-
2636 or email abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

 
Kairos Calgary Helps Build Bridges:  
Wisdom on the Journey: Walking to a Sacred Place!” 
 
Come build and strengthen bridges of understanding and friendship among Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people in this groundbreaking two-day event on June 7 & 8, 2013 at 
the Indus Recreation Centre, 15 km southeast of Calgary, Alberta. Be inspired by the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) and prepare for the TRC’s 
national event in Edmonton, Alberta, March 27 – 30, 2014.  
 
Deadline for registration is May 31. The fee is $100.00 and includes two lunches and 
suppers. More information can be found on the website:  www.wisdomonthejourney.ca   
 
Shine! Youth Gathering at Camp Caroline, Alberta 

 
Celebrate “Bling” and come to “SHINE”, for fun, 
food, friends, and fantastic times at the Youth 
Gathering at Camp Caroline on May 17 – 20, 2013. 
 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer will be there, and so will 
Rev. Phil Penrod, a newly ordained minister serving 
a parish in Edmonton. Anna Kochendorfer is forming 
a great band to bring music to the gathering. 
 

You’ll learn stuff too … activities and workshops will 
show you that you can “shine” in some pretty dark places in your life, and that you can 
bring sunshine into the lives of others as well. Details: call synod office at 780-439-2636, 
or check the synod website. http://www.albertasynod.ca/ministries/youth/gathering/  
 
Join KAIROS Companions and Communities 
 
Kairos is the ecumenical organization that provides us with researched information about 
the social issues that are before us.  There is no cost to becoming a member - either a 
companion member or a community member, and the relationship is rewarding. For 
inquiries or to sign on as a community or companion, please email 
connect@kairoscanada.org or call 1-877-403-8933 ext 221. 
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Ecumenical Action: 
 

Discipling Millennials: Vital Church Conference in Edmonton 
 
"We've got to keep our young people engaged in 
the faith conversation," Lethbridge-based 
sociologist James Penner told Christians of many 
faiths who gathered in February for the Anglican 
Diocese of Edmonton’s third Vital Church 
Conference. 
 
Widespread speculation that young adults who 
attended church as children are turning their backs 
on religion at an alarming rate was reinforced by a 
survey commissioned by the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada (EFC) Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry Roundtable in 2011. 
 
“There are few supports for God in our culture 
today," said Penner. Nonetheless, he is hopeful the 
negative trend can be reversed. He shared insight 
into his ground-breaking study, Hemorrhaging 
Faith: Why and When Canadian Young Adults are 
Leaving, Staying and Returning to Church 
(www.hemorrhagingfaith.com), drawing attention to 
four toxins that are preventing young people from engaging with the church: hypocrisy, 
judgment, exclusivity and failure. 

James Penner 
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"Are people truly welcome if they struggle in life or are struggling with their connection to 
God, or is Church just a museum of saints?" challenged Penner. “Christian community 
means letting the lost and broken be at the centre of what is happening.” Millennial 
discipleship need not be "spectacular", Penner said. "Jesus just hung out with His 
followers and created this amazing family.” But it does require the older generation to 
demonstrate that God is “100% the center of their life”.  
 
During a breakout workshop that focused on “What it Looks Like to Build God’s Glorious 
Church Together”, Penner and his research assistant Erika Anderson showed that 
effective youth discipleship is directly linked to a young person’s experience of 
community, God, parents and teaching and beliefs. In most households discipleship 
begins with engaged parents who attend church, read the Bible and pray. Furthermore, 
parents and leaders must be willing to model authenticity, transparency and vulnerability, 
not a need for security, approval and control. Young adults want the tools and biblical 
knowledge to wrestle with questions and figure stuff out on their own, said Penner. 
 
While intergenerational communication is essential to youth discipleship “we need to see 
our role as ministering with, not to, young people. In this age of Google there is no such 
thing as an unchallengeable expert,” he noted. The goal of millennial discipleship is to 
empower young people and send them out. “Youth are fires to be lit,” said Penner. “In 
the upside down Kingdom that Jesus modeled, the ones leading were the young, and 
even the misfits.” 
 
By Margaret Marschall, “The Messenger”, Anglican Diocese of Edmonton  
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Remember Feet   
 

Excerpted from a sermon prepared by Montana ELCA Bishop Jessica Crist for the 
Ordination of Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop of the Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories, January 26, 2013. 

 

The assembly is sprinkled with water 

 
In choosing an Ordination text about footwashing (John 13:1-17), Bishop-Elect Larry 
Kochendorfer has showcased hospitality. There are other dimensions to footwashing, 
but at its most basic, footwashing is an act of hospitality. Ancient Near Eastern 
hospitality, I hasten to add. Because every time I am in a setting where the preacher is 
talking about footwashing, I start to get a little nervous—am I going to have to take off 
my shoes? And my socks? 
 
John’s story of the washing of feet is in two parts, part one being the interaction between 
Peter and Jesus. In Peter’s world it didn’t make sense for the master to wash the 
followers’ feet. But the argument, really, was about call – the call to obedience and 
faithfulness, humility and trust, letting go of expectations and plunging in.   
 
How many of us would have imagined, even five years ago, that we would be here in 
Edmonton ordaining Larry Kochendorfer as Bishop? God has plans for us. And we 
cannot always anticipate them. Because as much as we think we know our path, and as 
much as we think we know how things ought to be, God’s plan is not always our plan. 
Peter resisted God’s plan. He resisted Jesus’ first attempt to wash his feet, because he 
simply could not imagine that being right. He was listening to himself, and not to God. 
 
And then Jesus spoke to him. “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”  A little 
more convoluted than the original call, “Follow me.” But Peter understood. This call was 
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into deeper following, even if it did not 
make sense. “This is what I need from 
you,” says Jesus.  “This is what you 
need from me.” The call to allow the 
Lord of Life, the Prince of Peace, the 
Savior of the world to wash your feet. 

 
 

Bishop Jessica Crist, Montana ELCA 

 
 
 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  & Cathy Kochendorfer

 
The second part is living out that call in 
community. It is pretty straightforward. 
Wash one another’s feet. Bear one 
another’s burdens. Care for others, 
and let them care for you. Out of the 
love that is generated in community, 
out of the love God offers freely in 
Christ, reach out beyond the 
community, taking risks for the Gospel, 
going beyond your level of comfort. 
Stretch. Trust in the God who surprises 
us, the Spirit that blows as it wills. 
 
Footwashing has a place in Christian 
liturgical tradition, and in pastoral care. 
Jesus instructs not only Peter, but the 
whole community to wash and be 
washed, to give and to receive. It 
becomes a template for Christian 
community … and a call to service.  
 
Larry Kochendorfer has been called 
into service as Bishop of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories, and you 
have been called to support him, to 
nurture him, to challenge him and to 
work with him. You have called him 
into leadership in this changing church 
in this changing world, and you will be 
called on to agree to be accountable to 
him, even as he is accountable to you, 
even as we are all accountable to God. 
 

There may be times over the next years when you will butt heads. There may be times 
when you disagree. There may be times when you wonder how you got into this or that, 
and you even wonder what planet you are on. 
 
And that’s when you need to remember feet – humble, faithful, long-suffering feet. Your 
feet. Each other’s feet. Your neighbor’s feet. That’s when you need to remember that 
Jesus said, “If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet.” 
 
When the going gets tough, the tough wash feet. 
 
By Bishop Jessica Crist, Montana Synod, ELCA
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Answering the Call to Look for Hope in Dark Times  
 
In a Ronning Centre presentation in 
Camrose March 8, Carmelle Mohr, 
recent graduate of U of A, 
Augustana Campus, spoke of finding 
hope in dark times. 
 
Carmelle, who founded the 
“Christmas Presence” non-profit 
project in Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside in 2008, actively pursues 
ways to be a follower of Christ in 
renewing the natural world and 
reconciling the sacred community. 
She is exploring the epidemic of 
fear, despair and apathy as we 
become more knowledgeable and 
realize our contribution to the 
environmental crisis and global 
inequity.  
 
Fear can motivate us to act, but 
Mohr is not convinced that action 
from a place of fear leads toward the 
kingdom of God – a greater version 
of the present. It’s not the starting 
point. We need to have a different 
reason, to be in awe and praise of 
the creator of life, and to be aware of 
what is happening around us. 

Carmelle Mohr; former Augustana student in 
Camrose, AB, now interning with Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief. 

 
Our society in general does not feel a sense of responsibility for our neighbours. We can 
so easily not even know our neighbours! And, we often equate change with grandiose 
change … change that happens overnight. This “superman” mentality of setting non-
achievable goals to cure the world’s ills causes us to desperately hang on to unrealistic 
standards so we fail to see the importance of simply planting a tree and allowing it to 
grow. Still, being made of matter and of something living inevitably unites us. 
  
At 22 years of age, Carmelle has first hand experience in seeing the importance of small 
things. In August of 2012 she had a close encounter with death. During her time in ICU 
she discovered a sense of peace in simply “belonging” to the world in spite of her 
inability to move about in it. On her release, she felt as though she had been given a 
new set of eyes to view the world, and she found it exhilarating. The call to be present in 
the world gave her hope. It’s everything that we are. 
 
We, as people of faith, have a responsibility to our fellow man and to the land we walk 
on. We can answer that call because when all reason for hope is gone, faith picks us up 
and carries us into the light. 
  
By Colleen McGinnis 
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Reflections on a Mission Trip to Kenya 
 
In February ten 
participants from 
Lutheran Church of 
Our Saviour in Calgary 
traveled to Nairobi 
Kenya to work on 
renovations at Raven 
Education Centre. 
Raven is an early 
childhood development 
school in the Dandora 
community sponsored 
through People For 
Progress Foundation 
(PFPF). The building 
was purchased in 2012 
thanks to a generous 
donation from a 
member at Our 
Saviour. Donations 
made to the team 
included over 200 
pounds of tools 
(including fifteen 
sledgehammers) that 
somehow managed to 
be absorbed into our 
luggage without 
exceeding baggage 
limitations. The 
Calgary team joined 
Mary-Ann Stushnoff, 
founder and 
chairperson of PFPF, 
in Kenya and worked 
with the Kenyan PFPF 
members, Kenyan 
tradesmen and 
labourers, Raven's 
staff and five 
continuing education 
students sponsored by 
PFPF. 

Above: The 10 Calgary team members at the Calgary airport 
awaiting departure.   Kneeling - Kelsey Gilchrist, Preston Pouteaux 
Standing - Ken Rude, Carolyn DuBord, Grant Gilchrist, Ron Bennett, 
Karen Albertson, Doug Drennan, Barb Miller, Kelly Pouteaux 
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We had a blast interacting with the children. Seeing the excitement they showed when 
we came to the school, the wonderment at taking a bus ride (first ever) to an animal 
orphanage and the joy at seeing the animals and getting to play on slides and swings 
(again first time ever). Watching them chasing a monkey through the park with absolute 
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abandonment. This is what mission ministry is all about – being present with people, 
learning from them and seeing God active in their lives. 
 

Renovations to the school 
included demolishing and 
replacing a damaged front 
wall, enlarging two 
classrooms and building a 
third. A storeroom was 
also added to the facility 
and the roof repaired. The 
Kenyan workers have 
done more work in the 
time since the Calgary 
team returned home. 
 
But it wasn't the work on 
the buildings that 
mattered most. It was the 
relationships and trust 
that were built. Over the 
course of our time there, 
some of the workers 
made the same general 

comment to several of the Calgary team members. "Usually when white people come to 
Dandora they take a few pictures and then leave. But you pitched in, you got dirty, you 
worked and you interacted with us". That meant something to them …and hopefully to 
us. But I doubt that we did enough or took time enough speaking with them. 

 
 

Kenyan tradesmen Robert (L) and John (R) pouring cement 
for a lintel. 

 
The last day at the 
site for me was 
absolutely wonderful, 
and it felt so right. 
Being swarmed by 
children at the end of 
the day and seeing 
their joy and antici-
pation over a lollipop, 
a couple of stickers 
and some attention 
from a couple of 
white people. Seeing 
their trust and their 
openness at 
accepting some 
strange tattooed 
white guy … and not 
just them but 
everyone from the 
Destiny Youth 

community (the community association for the area surrounding the school). There is 
much goodness there despite the poverty and the restricted opportunities. 

 
 

  Ron Bennett, handing out lollipops to the Dandora children. 
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The students we stayed with welcomed us as family. The Kenyan workers are wonders. 
Robert, the stonemason, his apprentice John and their team built stone walls using only 
a plumbline, a string line, a masonry hammer and their hands. They were true gifts from 
the Lord to His project and to us. Dennis, our driver, was magical making order out of the 
seeming chaos that is Nairobi traffic. Raven security leader, Peter, was our guardian 
angel while at the school site. Denis Mauka and Mary-Ann Stushnoff from PFPF looked 
after our needs (and too often our wants) while dealing with so many other challenges 
and day-to-day PFPF issues. The staff at Raven gave so much to the children and were 
so accepting of us. And the children, both those enrolled at Raven and those we met 
outside in Dandora, were open and trusting - as were the adults. The families we visited 
were welcoming and open, giving to us from the little (to our eyes) that they had because 
that is their way. The Mauka family opened their home to us for an evening even though 
they were grieving the recent death of a special lady – their mother and grandmother 
Koko. Truly awesome. 

 
The work God is 
doing through 
People For Progress 
Foundation is 
amazing and so 
necessary. 
 
Often in mission, 
maybe we don't 
appreciate enough or 
understand the 
challenges being 
faced. Maybe our 
eyes see only the 
surface and we 
comprehend only 
with a western 
mindset. But whether 
we fully understand 

or agree with what we perceive, we have to remember God's words "My thoughts are 
not your thoughts and my ways are not your ways" (Isaiah 55:8). He knows what He is 
doing. He is in control. He will bring His good in His way in His time. And He lets us be 
part of it. Our God is an awesome God! 
 
His ways are amazing. May we walk together hand in hand and work together side by 
side in His ministry for the wellness of all His people and all His creation. According to 
His will. 
 

By Ron Bennett, Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 

New Life Chinese Lutheran Church, Edmonton 
celebrated the Installation of their new Pastor, Daniel Cheung, 

on the Day of the Epiphany, January 6th, 2013. 

  “Celebrations” – Spring 2013 11



The Life Experiment: Re-Imagining Happiness 
 

Young Adults’ Retreat Provides Opportunity for Fellowship and Discussion 

Here they are … everybody smiling! 
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If you had stopped in at Camp Kuriakos on Sylvan Lake between January 18th and 20th 
you would have been greeted by the sounds of drumming, singing, and the chatter of 
around 60 young Christian adults. This year Augustana Campus Chaplaincy hosted the 
annual young adult winter retreat, a time apart for recreation, worship, fellowship and 
discussion. Due to a generous grant from the Lutheran Triune Foundation, we were able 
to invite a keynote speaker and provide travel subsidies for students from other 
provinces. We were joined by students from the University of Alberta (Edmonton 
Campus), Saskatchewan, Regina, Lethbridge, Calgary and Victoria. The speaker was 
Aiden Enns, Editor of GEEZ magazine, a contemporary periodical based out of 
Winnipeg that discusses “Holy Mischief in an Age of Fast Faith.” Enns challenged the 
group to think critically about society’s definition of happiness and success, and to 
contest the norms of consumerism and greed that are built into our modern economy. 
There were many spirited debates and discussions that occurred throughout the retreat, 
encompassing topics ranging from feminism to sex and marriage to social justice. These 
discussions allowed everyone to become exposed to varying Christian perspectives, and 
provided the opportunity for everyone to express their own opinion. 
 
In addition to the discussion, attendees were able to kick back and enjoy camp life. 
There was skating, hiking, basketball, and an authentic sauna to relax and sweat in. 
Drumming circles sprung up randomly throughout the retreat, and a variety of worship 
services breathed life and music into the still winter air. On Saturday evening we 
prepared a delicious feast of local food. The evening ended in laughter as we all 
participated in a talent show of music and juggling, a demonstration of a refurbished 
phonograph, an annotated piano performance and a skit. All in all, it was a very 
stimulating and life-giving experience.  
 
By Erin Specht, Augustana Student Chaplain 
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Good News from Old Texts – Synod Study Conference 
 
The annual February Synod Study 
Conference was held once again in the 
beautiful mountainous setting of Canmore, 
Alberta. 
 
The guest speaker was the Reverend 
Doctor Kristine Ruffatto, Assistant Professor 
of Old Testament and Pastoral Care at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon. 
Ruffato reminded us on Tuesday morning, of 
the beauty and richness of the Psalms, and 
that still today it is the most quoted book of 
the Bible. Martin Luther called this book 
“Little Bible”. The Psalms can give us words 
to speak, when we cannot find our own in 
times of overwhelming darkness, and are 
also songs of abundant gratitude to the 
goodness of God. All speech is appropriate 
and acceptable to God because He 
promises to be faithful. That is His covenant 
with us.  
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Wednesday morning, she spoke about the 
laws of the Old Testament, a gift for the 
people out of God’s love for them. The laws 
were not meant for oppression 
but for freedom, instruction for 
living in harmony within a 
community. Laws need to be 
interpreted, they cannot stand 
alone, but are part of the larger 
story woven into the culture and 
customs of their time. Dr. 
Ruffatto concluded her 
wonderful two-day presentation 
by stating that what is inerrant is 
God’s absolute suffering, and 
unconditional love for us.  

Rev. Dr. Kristine Ruffatto 

Opening Worship 

 
By Terrie Coombs SD, Spiritual 
Care Coordinator, Advent Lutheran, 
Calgary 
 

AnnE Zimmerman, Executive Director

 On Eagle’s Wings announces that Melissa May has accepted the call to join their team. 
As Melissa is Lutheran, she is going through the process to be accepted on the Roster of 
the ELCIC Alberta and the Territories Synod. Melissa will then be consecrated in Virginia, 
installed at both On Eagle’s Wings AGM/Banquets with hopes to move to Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories this June 2013. Much work is to be done regarding raising financial 
support, immigration work, finding a home for Melissa and assuring all is in place. 
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Celebrating Lent and the Waterloo Declaration in Red Deer 
 
On February 13 at Good Shepherd in Red 
Deer, we held a joint Anglican/Lutheran Ash 
Wednesday service for St. Luke’s, St. 
Leonard’s and Good Shepherd. Rev. Noel 
Wygiera was the preacher, Rev. Gary Sinclair 
led the invitation to Lent and the confession, 
and I presided over the Lord’s Supper. We had 
somewhere between 60 – 75 folks attending 
from all three parishes who received the 
imposition of ashes from both Lutheran and 
Anglican clergy. 
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We again gathered for Holy Week as we 
shared pulpits at St. Leonard’s for Maundy 
Thursday, and St. Luke’s on Good Friday. On 
Holy Saturday Good Shepherd again hosted 
all three parishes with the Great Vigil of 
Easter. At that time we blessed all three 
Paschal Candles from each parish. (How 
Trinitarian!) May God continue to bless our full 
communion with our Anglican friends. 
 

By Pastor Marc Jerry, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Red Deer 
 
Easter Vigil at Augustana Campus, University of Alberta 
 
The Vigil of Easter is an Ecumenical 
celebration at Augustana Campus, 
University of Alberta. Together with 
Messiah and Bethel Lutheran 
Churches, St. Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, Camrose United Church 
and, joining us this year for the first 
time, the Church of God, we 
celebrate Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
 
I received the following email from 
Lisa Rude who has attended the 
Vigil with her family for over a 
decade. The Rude family often tells 
one of the Biblical stories in the 
Service of Readings.  Lisa’s descriptive words capture the sights and smells and sounds 
of the Vigil. She writes: "From the crackling, smoky fire... bringing the light inside... to the 
living storied waters... to the playful waters of baptism... to dressing the altar in glory... to 
the celebration of the Eucharist - all strung together with uplifting music dancing through 
the sanctuary! Another memorable Easter Vigil at Augustana that has touched us 
deeply. Happy Easter everyone!" 
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Robyn Simpson-Mohr (L) Fr. Jacques Vaillancourt, (R) 
St. Andrews Anglican, presiding over communion 

 
By Robyn Simpson-Mohr, Assistant for Chaplaincy, Augustana Campus U of A
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Area Wide Bible Study at Peace Lutheran, Leduc 
 
Pictured here is Pastor Tim Wray of 
St. Peters, Millet, leading an 
examination of Isaiah 50:4-9a, the 
"suffering servant" text of Passion 
Sunday. However, those who 
gathered for the study were far from 
suffering. Unlike the drudgery some 
folks associate with Lenten 
disciplines 2013 proved to be a very 
enriching and invigorating season of 
preparation those who attended the 
morning sessions. 
 

Each Wednesday the Leduc area 
Lutheran congregations (Peace - 
Leduc, Grace - Leduc, St. Paul's – 
Rolly View, St. Peter's - Millet) 
joined together for worship, bible 
study and fellowship. Each week's 
study followed the upcoming 
Sunday readings with the pastors 
alternating leadership from week to 
week.  One participant said, "I made 
it my Lent commitment to come to 
this bible study, and I'm glad I did. I 
always take so much from bible studies."  Another commented, "I really, really enjoy 
hearing the discussion between the pastors and different perspectives that emerged 
from the same reading."  A long time Lutheran observed that the format was timely, "By 
Sunday, after the bible study and following the Eternity for Today readings, I found I was 
more able to absorb the scripture in worship.  I could see the themes in the hymns and 
preaching too. I really enjoyed Lent this year!"  All Participants agreed that the Lent 
study was a great way to grow together and further opportunities for cooperation are 
being discussed. 
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Rev. Prema Samuel 
 

was ordained into the Ministry of 
Word and Sacrament April 21/13 
in a beautiful service at Scandia 
Lutheran , Armena. 
 
She is seen here with her 
husband, Pastor Matt Lyseng  
and Bishop Larry Kochendorfer. 
Pastor Samuel serves as Chaplain 
for the Good Samaritan Society, 
Southgate facility, Edmonton. 
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St. John’s Lutheran in Edmonton Turns 110! 
 
Since September 1903 some 
families decided to meet and to 
worship as a congregation under 
the name of St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
The jubilee’s celebration of the 
St. John’s congregation in 
Edmonton is a joyful event.  
 
We have so many reasons to be 
happy and thankful. In our 

congregation we were always able to rely on people who, with their optimism, energy, 
and idealism kept the activities in our church going during 110 years, in good times and 
in hard times, during all the ups and downs of the development in our world. It is 
impossible to estimate what the members of this congregation have done during all this 
time in order to praise God. 
 
We thank God through His Son Jesus Christ, and all the people who have guided and 
supported the church during this long period. We wish to express our sincere thanks to 
all. May God continue to bless, to guide, and to accompany us. 
 

By Pastor Sigmar Reichel 
 

Bethany Lomond Celebrates 50 Years 
 
Easter Sunday, the congregation 
of Bethany Church in Lomond 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
the present church building. 
Parishioners past and present 
joined guests and visitors from 
Hope Church, Milo and St. 
Aldhelm's Anglican Church, Vulcan. 
 
Pastor Reg Berg, Dean of the 
Southeastern Conference repre-
sented the Bishop and brought his 
greetings. The Rev. Gordon Cranch, 
minister of the church, presided at the anniversary service. Tom Schierman provided the 
music and was joined by Brian Cranch to play a piano/organ duet. The service was 
followed by a dinner in the church hall. Randy Schlaht was MC for the short program.  
 
Those who were present at the service 50 years ago were singled out for recognition. 
The first regular services were originally held in Armada in 1941. In 1954, a schoolhouse 
was moved to Lomond and was remodeled for use as a church. The Bethany 
Evangelical Lutheran Church was officially organized in 1957 and the church dedicated 
that same year. A new church was built and dedicated on April 21, 1963. Now the only 
church in Lomond, services are held at 9:00 on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
  By Rev. G. Cranch, Vicar of Vulcan 
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Saying Goodbye … St. John’s, Wetaskiwin and Trinity, Falun 
 
April 29, 2013 marked the final services for 
two congregations that have worked together 
for many years. St. John’s, Wetaskiwin (1893 
– 2013) and Trinity, Falun (1939 – 2013) 
were declared closed by Bishop Larry 
Kochendorfer at the end of two beautiful and 
uplifting worship services. Yes, the words, “I 
now declare this congregation closed”, were 
hard to hear. Yes, tears were shed. But 
people of faith have a remarkable resilience. 
With abundant hugs, writing in the “memory 
book” and visiting over a cup of coffee after 
the service, talk turned to future plans. We 
always have the future. And we always have 
God to walk with us. 
 

St. John’s altar (above)
 

Communion (right) 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
and Pastor Angela Bergquist 
in prayer at Trinity. 

A blessing
at Trinity. 

“Do not worry about tomorrow, its time has not yet come. 
Today we give our cares to God, and let his will be done.”              By Colleen McGinnis
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Another Farewell … 
 

The German service at St. Peter 
Lutheran in Medicine Hat ended on April 
28, 2013 after having been provided for 
over 100 years. 
 

The faithfulness of the readers as well as 
the organist who provided music for 45 
years has been a blessing. Rev. Julianna 
Wehrfritz-Hanson writes, “So it is with a 
sense of sadness that there will no 
longer be worship services in German 
being offered at here. There is a different 
sense of piety in the experience of the 
German liturgy which will be missed.” 
 

All of the members will now be in the 
same worship service. The German 
congregation will be learning “new” 
hymns and liturgies in English. The 
English congregation will be there to 
welcome and guide them, and together 
they will move into their future. 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 
 
Conversations in Indigenous 
Intercultural Ministry: 
 
Dates: May 13 – 17, 2013 
 
Description: This 5-day course will 
introduce the students to contemporary 
Native North American (First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis) contexts of ministry and 
mission.  Approaches will include: 
worldview concepts of spirituality, issues 
in culture and faith, and ministry as 
community development. 
 
Eligibility: Aimed primarily at students in 
the DMin program, this course is also 
open (with permission from the instructor) 
to others who are interested in taking it for 
credit or audit.  
 
 

For more information, visit 
http://www.circle-m.ca/leadership-training-
programs/upcoming-courses/index.php  
 
School of Faith: 
 

Dates: June 3 – 7, 2013 
 
 

Courses: 
 

~  Rev. Dr. Cam Harder, “Food, Faith and
    Community” 
 

~  Rev. Dr. Sid Haugen, “The Mural of 
   Jesus: A Study of the Gospel Narratives
   that Surround the Christian Community”
 

~  Rev. Dr. Jann Boyd, “Sources of 
    Baptismal Rites into the Body of Christ”
 

~  Rev. Dr. Kristine Ruffatto, “The Dead 
    Sea Scrolls” 
 
 

Registration deadline: May 27, 2013 
Early bird discount deadline May 15 
 

The full schedule, course abstracts, and 
registration information is available on our 
website.  
 

http://www.usask.ca/stu/luther/school-of-
faith.html  

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  
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