
 
 

June 2013 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 
My first experience of outdoor ministry (at Peace Lutheran Bible Camp – northwest Alberta 
near Woking) included dormitory accommodations, generous portions of oatmeal porridge at 
breakfast (which I still love), a singing/ministry team from the then Camrose Lutheran College 
(who also served as camp counselors), worship, skits, crafts, a “prank hour” on the last evening, 
and a bear sauntering through the camp one sunny afternoon.   
 
I was a young teenager and thrilled with this time away from home and the opportunity to be in 
God’s creation and to meet other like-minded young Lutherans some of whom I am still in 
contact with today.  
 
Since these years I have participated in several of our Lutheran Church camps as staff, camper, 
volunteer, resource person, Confirmation instructor and again and again I have experienced the 
impact that outdoor ministry has on seniors, youth and children.   
 
Many share stories of the significance of this ministry on their lives and their journeys of faith.  
Many point to their outdoor ministry experience as an important piece in their faith walk.  
Many tell of the impact of a counselor or cook or resource person on their life through a 
significant conversation or prayer together or shared experience at worship. 
 
As a young teenager I remember particularly the singing/ministry team from Camrose Lutheran 
College and a devotion and prayer one evening shared by one of the college students (who 
recently retired from ordained ministry) around a blazing campfire.  He spoke of vocation (a 
word I wasn’t familiar with then) and calling and ministry and service.  He talked of one’s calling 
as farmers and educators and musicians and pastors.  He told of his own journey of faith in a 
brief and simple and genuine way.  And he prayed briefly asking the Spirit of God to move in the 
lives and hearts of all those gathered in this intentional community gathered around the fire.  
I’ll never forget that night.  

There are many opportunities within the ELCIC for participation in outdoor ministry this 
summer and throughout the year and I encourage you to take part as you are able in this 
important ministry.  If you are not able to participate personally consider giving a gift to send a 



child or youth to camp.  Many of our camps have a “wish list” of needs for the camp, perhaps 
you might share in this way.  And certainly we are all able to pray for camp staff, volunteers, 
and the campers. 

While searching the internet recently I discovered a captivating definition of this ministry: 
Outdoor Ministry is the church, in a time and place apart.  This is our ministry, together…in 
partnership In Mission for Others…encouraging growth of the whole person by providing 
encounter with scripture, experience and care of the environment, staff witness, and 
opportunities for worship, re-creation, and relationship building through intentional Christian 
community.  
 
Outdoor Ministry is the church, in a time and place apart. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Larry 
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

 


