
 
 

April 2013 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 
The first days of Easter in the ancient church had a distinctive character.  Each day 
those who had been newly baptized at the Great Easter Vigil attended worship 
wearing the new white robes given to them after their baptism; and in the daily 
sermon, the preacher interpreted for them the meaning of Christian life and faith 
implied in their baptism.  
 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (354-430 AD), addressed the newly baptized in this 
way during Easter Week: “A sermon is [usually] directed to all the faithful…but at 
this time we are directing our words chiefly to you, the new offshoots of grace, 
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, planted and watered by our ministry in the 
garden of God who gives the increase. Regard yourselves as delivered out of 
Egypt from a harsh servitude, where iniquity ruled over you; and as having passed 
through the Red Sea by baptism, in which you received the seal of Christ’s bloody 
cross.  Prune yourselves therefore of past sins, those enemies of yours which 
pursued you from the rear.  For as the Egyptians perished in the very waters 
traversed by the people of God your sins were blotted out in the waters in which 
you were baptized.” (Selected Easter Sermons of St. Augustine, Philip T. Weller, 
ed.) 
 
Easter Week was thus a time during which the newly baptized reflected on the 
meaning of life and faith through their baptism into Christ, while those previously 
baptized reviewed the basics and looked for deeper meaning than they had 
discovered before.  
 



This is a crucial clue to the observance of the entire Easter season for us; it is a 
time for both discovery and reconsideration, for a return to the basics of our faith 
in the Risen One in the conviction that those basics have reverberations sufficient 
to touch all the baptized.       
 
The season of Easter, for the ancient church and for our communities of faith 
today, is a time for reaffirmation of essential Christian faith.  This reaffirmation is 
given a particular shape through the Easter readings – hear and see yourself in 
these lessons: Thomas who denies; Jesus’ threefold questioning - “Do you love 
me?” - of Simon Peter; Jesus, the Shepherd; a new commandment, “that you love 
one another”; preparation for the Ascension; and, Jesus’ Great High Priestly 
Prayer “that they all may be one.” 
 
Blessings in this Alleluia season of reaffirmation! 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Larry 
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