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Living Faith in Service and Action  

  
When you read this message, my Service of Ordination will be in the 
past, and I will have been Bishop of the Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories for a hand-full of days. It is with profound humility and 
gratitude to God that I consider this thought. My experience at our 
Special Synod Convention in October 2012 was one of incredible 
affirmation and encouragement, as well as a unity of spirit – mindful 
of our past, aware of our present and ready to journey together into 
God’s future. 

 
By way of introduction, I have prepared a biography, including the core values and 
mission with which I identify and by which I seek to live and serve.  
 
I was baptized, confirmed and ordained at Valhalla Lutheran Church, northwest of 
Grande Prairie. Raised on a farm with an identical twin brother (I am the eldest by twenty 
minutes!) and three younger sisters I learned firsthand, through the modeling of my 
parents and of others in the farm and faith communities, the gift of servanthood – of 
people reaching out to one another in care, respect and love. 
 
As a child and youth I was regularly involved in our community of faith through Christian 
education, choirs, youth group and as a musician leading congregational song. After 
High School I enrolled in the Bachelor of Music program, intending on performing and 
teaching piano. However, the call to ordained ministry was always in the back of my 
mind. My mother says that at age four, I announced I was going to be a Pastor. 
 
After my first year of studies (which included 6-8 hours of practice per day) one of my 
hands went numb, eventually ending my piano performance career. In the midst of this 
painful life change I sensed the Spirit of God at work and enrolled at the Canadian 
Lutheran Bible Institute (CLBI) in Camrose, to study and seek God’s will. 
 
It was there that I caught sight of an alto in the choir, Cathy Wig, and we married in 
1983.  
 
Following two years at CLBI I enrolled at the University of Alberta, Augustana Campus 
(at that time Camrose Lutheran College) and was a member of the first graduating class 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music and Psychology in 1985. That same year, I 
entered Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon and graduated in 1989 with a 
Master of Divinity degree. In 2008 I graduated from the Robert E. Webber Institute for 
Worship Studies, Florida, with a Doctor of Worship Studies degree focusing on renewing 
baptismal spirituality. 
 
Many people, key events, and experiences fashioned my focus in life and ministry. Core 
values for me are servant-leadership, affirmation and involvement as I seek to engage, 
empower and equip the community of faith – the baptized people of God through Word 
and sacrament – to live out faith in service and in action in every aspect of life by using 
the gifts that God has given.   
 
In the past years journeying to Mexico with youth and adults, and most recently to 
Colombia and our Companion Synod I have experienced anew the significance of 
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gracious hospitality and welcome, of great joy in the gift of family and of community, of 
deep faith, and of the importance of relationships and relational ministry. 
   
I have been blessed to serve with and among the people of Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Dickson (1989-1993), Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Lethbridge (1993-2002) 
and Ascension Lutheran Church, Edmonton (2002-2010), and as Assistant to the Bishop 
(beginning August 2010). 
 
And, I have been doubly blessed by my family – my wife, Cathy, an exceptional 
caregiver, a wonderfully gifted woodworker who loves crafts, music and organizing; our 
four children, Paul (26), Matthew (24), Anna (22) and Jordan (19) whose lives have 
greatly enriched our own. It is a gift to us that our home includes a “revolving door” 
where our children, family and friends are welcomed and blessed on their journeys. 
 
I am grateful for the call extended to me to serve as Bishop and am excited about 
beginning this new ministry with and among you. I have appreciated your emails, 
telephone calls, cards, expressions of support, and am deeply appreciative of your 
prayers. Please continue to pray for me and for our Synod staff. Continue to pray for 
discernment, wisdom and courage. 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 

 
    

“ Core values for me are 
servant-leadership, affirmation 
and involvement as I seek to 
engage, empower and equip 
the community of faith –  
the baptized people of God 
through Word and sacrament –
to live out faith in service and in 
action in every aspect of life  
by using the gifts that  
God has given. ” 
 
Bishop  
Larry Kochendorfer  
 

Ordained January 26, 2013 
 

… a conductor  
listening to the silence  
the melodies  
and the harmonies 
of the musicians …  
 

the singer and the song.  

National Bishop Susan Johnson,  
ABT Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
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Church Council Workshop 2013: “Belonging”  

Around the 
Synod 

 

 
 
Coming Events 

 
March 16, beginning at 9:00 am, will be a day of discussion, 
learning and fellowship at Good Shepherd in Red Deer, AB. 
Rostered leaders, chair people, members of congregational 
councils and other interested church leaders will learn from 
keynote speaker, Judy Wry – consultant in the area of 
governance, board and strategic planning, organizational and 
community health assessment.  
 
Ms. Wry has extensive church experience, having served as 
secretary of the Alberta Synod and member of the National 
Church Council for many years. Call the synod office for 
workshop details and registration information: 780-439-2636. 
 

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon goes to Camp! 
 

“Introduction to Theology” March 3 – 8 at Camp Kuriakos, Sylvan Lake, AB 
 
This course, taught by Dr. Cam Harder, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, is 
about learning to see the modern world though Lutheran eyes; through a “theology of the 
cross” lens. Who is Jesus? What significance do his incarnation, life, death and 
resurrection have for us today? What are some of the key tensions, questions about 
him?  Humanity will also be studied, as well as the nature of God and sin, the role of 
God in creation (providence, freedom, ecology), and other important topics. Discussion 
will include application of these cross-centered understandings to contemporary issues, 
without excluding other perspectives. 
 
“Introduction to Theology” is a required course in the MDiv, MTh, BTh and Diaconal 
Certificate programs so it can be applied to diaconal, pastoral or lay theology interests, 
and can be taken for audit as well as credit. 
 
For course fees and registration information contact LTS Registrar in Saskatoon: 
Susan Avant    Phone: 306-966-7856 or Email: registrar.lts@usask.ca 
 

For accommodation and meal options contact Kuriakos office manager:  
Charissa Green    Phone: 403-746-2702 or Email: info@kuriakos.ab.ca  
 

NOTE:  Kuriakos is seeking support from congregations to cover the costs of 
accommodation and meals in order to reduce the cost to course participants. 
 
Lay Pastoral Assistant’s Course: “Enlivening Worship” 

 

Dr. Joy Berg 

April 6, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Edmonton, Dr. Joy Berg will 
speak about our worship life – the core of our church communities. 
It is where God feeds us, teaches us and interacts with our lives. 
 

Four areas of worship will be addressed: History; Liturgy and the 
church year; Creativity; and Practice - specifically focusing in the 
area of musical understanding and worship leadership. 
 

Worship leaders as well as church musicians are welcome to be 
part of this day of learning. Register by calling the Synod Office:  
1-866-430-2636 or 780-439-2636. 
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Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute … Something else to think about. 
 
In November of 2012, Canadian 
Lutheran Bible Institute (CLBI) 
celebrated their 80th anniversary. Their 
momentum is carrying them full speed 
ahead, in spite of a financial shortfall 
relating to a decreased number of 
students. They have planned a full 
program of events, which included their 
Christmas Mini Tour and the January 
2013 LOL Youth and Breakforth events. 
On February 12 they will hold their 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper. 
March 15–24 is the Spring Ministry Tour 
“Take it Out”, and from April 12–14, the 
CLBI Youth Surge. Finally on April 17, 
Graduation will be held at Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Camrose. 
 
Further into 2013, CLBI “Abbreviated” 
will be held May 5 – 9. This course is 
open to all (church leaders, lay persons, pastors or seniors) who wish to experience 
CLBI in a condensed way – dormitory living, cafeteria dining and classroom learning. 

80th anniversary cake made by Jes Hagen 
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Then, if you are female and looking for a rustic outdoor experience with hiking, camping 
and canoeing in the southern Alberta foothills, Foundations for Young Women from May 
5 - 31 is for you! Emphasis is placed on spiritual renewal, rooted in the Word. You’ll 
discover more about yourself as a woman of God. Don’t feel left out, gentlemen. Your 
course, Foundations for Young Men, will be in the fall. 
 
Rev. Harold Rust, President of CLBI, has been travelling across Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba hosting gatherings and rallies for the Friends of CLBI to reflect and to 
praise God for this vibrant ministry.  
 
NOTE:  To lend your financial support to CLBI, email Wanda at finance@clbi.edu.  
   For course information go to www.clbi.edu or call 780-672-4454. 

 

Metropolitan Alliance for the Common Good - Calgary 
 

The Metro Alliance For the Common Good (MAC-G) brings together organizations 
and communities of Calgary to transform the city into a community that 

acts justly and respects all. 
 

March 7, 7:30 pm at Carpenters Union Hall, 301 - 10 Street NW, Calgary 
an evening presentation will provide an introduction to MAC-G, the process of 

community organization and how you can become involved. 
 

For more information contact Pastor Ryan Andersen at Advent Lutheran.  
Email: PastorRyan@adventlutheran.ca   Call: 403-239-6966 
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Ecumenical Action: 
 

Western Canada Spring Training Institute for Church Leaders  
 
April 30 to May 2, 2013, attend “Spiritual Leadership: Helping the Church to Live From 
Its Centre”, the 6th annual Western Canada Spring Training Institute for Church 
Leaders. The seminar combines insights from Christian spirituality, Christian theology 
and the modern leadership movement. Sponsored by Conciliation Services Canada, this 
ecumenical event is led by the Rev. Dr. N. Graham Standish, Presbyterian pastor, 
professor, counsellor, spiritual director, and popular Alban Institute author, and will be 
held at Providence Renewal Centre, in Edmonton, AB. The cost is $450 including taxes, 
lunches, and study materials. 
 
For more information, please go to http://www.conciliationservices.ca/ or contact Nan 
Cressman at 519-742-2280 x 1. 
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The Music of Angels 

Marilyn Bulger with the full-size Celtic 
Harp crafted by her husband, Bill Bulger. 

 
I met an angel a while ago. I’m pretty sure about this because my Webster’s dictionary 
says an angel is a person of exceptional goodness or loveliness. The absolute proof for 
me, however, was that traditionally, angels carry harps. This one has three!  
 
Marilyn Bulger is a Certified Therapeutic Harp Music Practitioner, one of only three in 
Alberta, and eleven across Canada who are graduates of the International Harp Therapy 
Program out of San Diego, California. I visited with her in Hinton, AB, where she lives 
with her husband, Bill Bulger, Lutheran pastor, photographer and craftsman.  
 
I asked her three things … what she does, how she does it, and why? 
 
“Harp therapy facilitates healing,” said Bulger. “The resonance of the harp is unique 
because it’s very close to the resonance of the human body. It makes people feel good.” 
 
Harp therapy has a broad range of applications, from supporting the breathing and 
rhythms of women in childbirth, to palliative care, pre-surgery, and post-surgery patients. 
Bulger works with cancer patients as they receive chemotherapy. She plays at senior’s 
lodges, and works with Alzheimer’s patients. She plays at a day program for 
handicapped adults, and works one on one with school children who have special needs 
such as fetal alcohol spectrum disorder and autism.  
 
 “Whatever the situation,” said Bulger, “I start where the people are. For instance, if a 
patient is agitated, I begin playing music that’s fast and wild and expresses that agitation 
at about the same rhythm of their breathing and heart rate. It’s a way of saying, ‘I 
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understand where you’re at and we can move together to a better place.’ Then I alter the 
music to take them to that better place, gradually slowing it and they just come with me. 
It’s called entrainment.”  
 
Each experience is unique and memorable in it’s own way, bringing satisfaction or joy, 
and sometimes amusement or amazement.  
 
“One time,” she said, “I went to an extended care facility to visit and play for patients who 
had a variety of things going on in their lives. One woman sang a Ukrainian folk song at 
the top of her lungs whenever she opened her mouth …often at the wrong time. 
Everyone would get annoyed because she’d drown out whatever else was going on. So, 
when I visited her, I started playing her folk tune. She was delighted! It was like … finally! 
Somebody gets it and is working with me instead of against me! We did the folk tune 
together until she was quite satisfied.” 
 
The story of William was the most dramatic. When Marilyn was taking the course in San 
Diego, part of the training was conducted at a hospice where patients are within two 
weeks of the end of life. Outside William’s door, Marilyn and a fellow student were told 
that he was in the final stages of MS, that he was blind, deaf and in a catatonic state.  
 
“We went in,” said Bulger, “and he was sitting up in bed staring straight ahead. We 
leaned close to his ear and introduced ourselves. He moved toward the sound of our 

voices, so we knew he was hearing 
something. Then we put his hand on the 
pillar of the harp and I started to play. If he 
couldn’t hear, he could at least feel the 
vibrations. After the first tune was finished, 
he said, ‘So … how long have you been 
playing the harp?’ And then he had twenty 
questions! He had been a woodworker 
when he was well, and wanted to know 
everything about the harp. He was blind, 
he was almost deaf, but he certainly wasn’t 
catatonic anymore. When we came the 
next day, he was waiting for us. A lot of 
times you’d swear it’s magic.” 

 

Marilyn and Bill Bulger 

 
The “How” part can be boiled down to the 
big “M” word … money. In Hinton, the 
women’s group that Marilyn belongs to at 
Grace Lutheran helps sponsor the Harp 
Therapy Program. Since the program is 
available to everyone regardless of 
financial status, cost is never mentioned. 
Instead, the group relies on grants and 
donations to the Hinton Health Care 
Foundation for Harp Therapy. Bulger once 
gave a concert to educate and increase 
awareness about the program and as a 
result, $5000.00 was donated. An 
additional $3000.00 was received through 
a matching grant applied for by the Hinton 
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Foundation. The search for funding never stops, and they are hoping to get more local 
businesses and other church groups on board as well. Most recently, in 2012, the 
foundation applied for and received a grant of $5000.00 from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada Women of Faith fund. Funding is a challenge because this service 
tends to fall between “art” and “health”. They are grateful for each donation because it 
helps to carry on the work. 
 
When asked “why” she does it, Marilyn smiled … the earth-bound mechanics of money 
already forgotten. 
 
“As soon as I heard there was such a thing, I knew it was right for me. I love playing the 
harp, have played for 13 years, and knew from experience that playing for people was 
very special. When I learned it could be used to promote healing and facilitate well-
being, I just wanted to do that! I took the course and graduated in 2004.” 
 
Even though results aren’t always predictable, they are never negative. One young man, 
a cancer patient with four small children, wrote to her. “When I come here I’m just angry. 
I hate having cancer. I hate going through all this and having my family worry. But when 
the harp is there, it relieves my anxiety and I can forget my troubles for a while.”  
 
There are many similar stories and that’s why Marilyn loves what she does. Sometimes 
it’s little more than a concert. “I go to the senior’s home to help people relax at night. 
One time in the Alzheimer’s lodge, I looked around after I’d been playing a while and 
everybody was asleep! I thought …’Well, I’ve lost my audience. I guess I’ve done my 
job!’” 
 
Sometimes, it’s much more. “When I play for palliative care patients I go into music that 
doesn’t have a beat and has no 
familiarity to the person. A beat, 
particularly a strong beat, holds 
us to the earth. It grounds us 
and you don’t want that if you 
are trying to say goodbye. So I 
play music that’s drifting and 
ethereal with big, open intervals 
that give the sense of space. It 
gives them permission to make 
their choice, to let go, and it 
doesn’t work against what they 
need to do. I have to be open 
and sensitive to what’s going 
on. Palliative care is one of my 
favourite things because I am 
so focused on one person and 
the people around them. It 
gives them a little happiness at 
the end.” 

 
 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank: 30 Years 
 

Thirty years ago, a unique and amazing effort 
was launched to help end global hunger – and 
Lutherans in Canada were there. In 1983 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief was one of 
the founding members of Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank (CFGB), a partnership of 15 
churches and church agencies working 
together to end world hunger. Since its 
founding, CFGB has provided over 1.1 million 
tonnes of food and seeds worth over $682 
million to millions of people in 78 countries. It 
has grown to become one of Canada’s leading 
food assistance organizations.  
 
It’s a story of how Christians across Canada 
have come together to follow the Bible’s call 
to share food with those who are hungry—a 
spirit of generosity that has enabled CLWR to 
help hundreds of thousands of people around 
the world who don’t have enough to eat. 

 
Contact Marilyn by calling 780-
865-4148 or visit her website 
at: hintonjasperharp.ca 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Editor 
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Spirit of Grace: Inviting, Including and Inspiring in Brooks, AB 
 
November 4, 2012, marked an exciting milestone for the worshipping community of Spirit 
of Grace Lutheran Mission, Brooks, AB. Newly-elected Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories Bishop Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer co-officiated at the special worship 

service to commission Spirit of 
Grace into service as a mission 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada 
(ELCIC). 
 
Rev. Darryl Roste, interim 
pastor at Spirit of Grace since 
September 2012, welcomed 
other special guests who 
brought greetings from across 
the Synod. Rev. Reg Berg, 
Dean of the Southern 
Conference, was in attendance, 

along with members 
from his parish, Faith 
Lutheran in Rolling 
Hills, AB, and 
Bethany Lutheran in 
Tilley, AB (support 
congregation to Spirit 
of Grace). The Ven. 
Ken Wells, Pastor of 
St. Alban’s Anglican 
Church in Brooks, 
shared good wishes 
on behalf of the 
Anglican Church. 
Other guests 

included retired Bishop Telmor Sartison, Rev. Tom and Karen Peterson from Church of 
the Good Shepherd in Lethbridge, AB, and Cathy Kochendorfer. Another meaningful 
part of the service included two hymns, “We Celebrate” and “To Our Creator”, with 
original lyrics written by Rev. David Glawe, member at Spirit of Grace.  

 
 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

 
Nearly a hundred people attended the Commissioning Service and the time of fellowship 
that followed. 
 
Spirit of Grace Lutheran Mission has been worshipping together since January 2012, 
meeting for Sunday worship at 10:00 am at the Brooks Composite High School Band 
Room with an average attendance of 50-60 people. We have an active choir, children’s 
ministry, and weekly bible study, and in December, we hosted a joint service with 
Bethany Lutheran, featuring a pageant by the Spirit of Grace Sunday School and special 
music from both congregations. We seek to reflect the love of Christ for our neighbours 
(as revealed in Mark 12:28-31, Luke 10: 25-37, and Romans 13:8-10) and strive to live 
out our motto: “Inviting. Including. Inspiring.” Come visit us … we’d love to see you. 
 By Sheryl Niebergall, Spirit of Grace, Brooks, AB 
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Rev Darryl Roste and 
Bishop Larry  Kochendorfer 
conduct the service. 
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Our Savior, Edmonton reaches out with “Little Warriors” 
 
Little Warriors prevention workshop is an 
amazingly informative and life-changing course 
that brings light to an issue that is too often 
ignored. Sexual abuse is a concern to everyone. 
My husband and I took this course because we 
were concerned about talking to our children 
about this issue. We knew that there were things 
we could do to help keep them safe; however, we 
weren't exactly sure what those things were. 

Find out more about Little Warriors 
and the Prevention Workshop at 

www.littlewarriors.ca 

 

This course taught us so much about recognizing 
when children are being abused, staying alert and 
working to prevent this from ever happening to 
our kids. The statistics alone for sexual abuse are 
horrifying. We learned that no matter who you 
are, you know sexual abuse victims and 
predators. The key to prevention is for everyone 
to be aware and communicate. 
 

A few of the things that we took away from this 
course included teaching your children the proper 
vocabulary for their body parts, to always believe 
your child, having candid and open conversations 
about inappropriate touching, randomly visiting 
caregivers homes and noticing changes in 
children that may be a red flag for possible abuse. 
 

I am a parent and a teacher. This course was 
valuable to me in both of my roles. I truly feel that 
every person who has children or works with 
children should take this course. It is upsetting 
and empowering all at once. 
 

By Amanda Moser, Our Savior  
 
Hosting this event at Our Savior has blessed the 
congregation in many ways. We knew that it 
would help us to better answer God's call to 
protect those who are most vulnerable in our 
midst. We also knew that this was a good 
opportunity to take initiative to work together with 
other congregations and denominations. What 
surprised me was the amount of people from 
outside of the church who attended the 
training. What a wonderful opportunity to 
demonstrate our commitment to serving God's 
world and our neighbours! What a great gift to 
open our doors so that people could have a 
positive experience in a Christian church! 
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By Pastor Phil Penrod, Our Savior 
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What did you do to celebrate Christmas? 

 
Pastor Lee Woolery of Our Saviour, Calgary wrote a Christmas story! 
 

Actually, he wrote five of them and was invited by director, Dr. Joy Berg,  
to be the Storyteller for Concordia’s Community Chorus Christmas  
Concert on December 15, at First Presbyterian in Edmonton.  
 

Now gather ‘round. Let’s listen to one of them, shall we? 
 
I often picture angels as being delicate, “flighty,” equipped  
with gossamer wings. And so when I read the story of the birth  
of Jesus and come to the part about the angels singing to the  
shepherds, I hear voices that are sweet, soothing and so much  
in the soprano (maybe a little bit alto) range. And yet, so  
often in Scripture, angels are portrayed as men   D

etail of  R
yan Forth’s C

hristm
as tree. 

(sorry, ladies!) And that puts a different spin on  
“angels, we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains.” 
 

There is something rich, robust and downright  
rumbling when listening to a men’s chorus perform.  
“I hear the rolling thunder” could be an apt description.  
Now, roll back to that holy night, when the shepherds  
are caught off‐guard while guarding their sheep. The  
angels start singing “Glory to God in the highest,”  
and one can begin to feel the earth shaking and  
quaking and see the sheep scattering scared, as the  
basses lay into their lines. If the bright lights hadn’t  
grabbed the attention of the shepherds by now,  
the song of the angels certainly did.  
 

“Glory to God” indeed, sung with gusto,  
with fire in the belly, with bone‐rattling  
clarity. I wonder how far this  
sonic boom carried.  
Did it wake up the neighbors?  
 

 
 
 

  

Some people ate lutefisk. 
… 

 
 Some people turned 

traditional Christmas 
trees into works of art 
like this one, created 
by Ryan Forth for St. 
John’s, Wetaskiwin. 

 
  

And just about everybody  
 went to at least one 
 church pot-luck dinner.   
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Pastor Bruce Ehlert 
of Mount Olivet Lutheran 

Sherwood Park 
sent daily prayers to 
people all over the 

world during the entire 
Advent season.. 

 

 

Some people gave to 
their local food bank. 

… 

 

Others prepared and 
served Christmas dinner 

to those who may not 
otherwise have had any 

food to eat. 

 

Some churches, like  
St. Paul’s, Rolly View,  
held midnight services 
on Christmas Eve. 

Rev. Mike Wellman’s mom added 
chickens and lambs to the crèche. 

 

Whatever you did to celebrate 
Christmas, God loves you for.  

It became part of the sonic boom 
Pastor Woolery spoke about in his 
story. Who knows … maybe it even 

woke up the neighbours. 
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Welcome Rev. Ann J. Salmon: From Ottawa to Edson! 
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Bottom left:  St. Augustine Parkland Rector Quinn Strikwerda, Spruce Grove; Rev. Doug Heine, 
Grace, Hinton; Rev. Ann Salmon; McLeod River Archdeacon Michael Rolph, Sherwood Park.  
Top left:  Regional Dean of Yellowhead, Sean Devlin, Drayton Valley; Rev. Bill Bulger, Hinton; 
Rev. Markus Wilhelm, Trinity, Edmonton. 

The Rev. Ann J. Salmon was installed and inducted as Pastor and Priest-in-Charge of 
Grace Lutheran and St. Catherine’s Anglican churches in Edson, AB on Dec. 9, 2012. 
 
Almost five years ago, Rev. Salmon moved to Ottawa from Buffalo, New York. Then, in 
October 2012 she moved from Ottawa to Edson to take up the Anglican / Lutheran 
ministry there. It was quite a change. She’d never worked in a rural setting before. 
Here’s what she said about the move in the February 2013 edition of “The Messenger”, 
an Anglican publication available to read online at www.edmonton.anglican.org. 
 
“There are moose in the woods behind my house! I saw them! I’ve seen deer walking 
down the middle of the main street. People live on range roads that don’t show up on my 
GPS. I can never find my little VW in the grocery store parking lot because it always 
seems to get lost in a sea of pickup trucks. One of the women’s groups invited me to go 
hunting with them. The people with whom I serve are unbelievably generous and my 
pantry is now full of the canned bounty from their gardens. A couple of nights ago I tried 
my first moose burger … hmmm.  In the spring I have two invitations to go calving. 
Parishioners have promised to call me, even in the middle of the night, if they see 
northern lights. And now, “going in to the city” means a two-hour drive each way into 
Edmonton and back. Oh … and guess what? IKEA doesn’t deliver to Edson! I really do 
need a pickup truck! 
 
I love ministry … urban ministry … rural ministry … Anglican ministry … Lutheran 
ministry. I love ministry no matter how many moose or pickup trucks there are. I love this 
work that God has called me to do and these people God has called me to serve.” 
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60th Anniversary for Bethel Lutheran in Camrose 

               Congratulations to the congregation of Bethel  … adults, young people, 
          and service dogs! They celebrated 60 years November 24 & 25, 2012 with 
      guest speaker - Lyle MacKenzie, a Swedish themed banquet, and worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L to R: Founding member, Joyce Church; 
Pastor Kristian Wold and son Arik. 

 

Glen Nelson waves the Swedish flag during 
the banquet prepared by the Lefse House. 

Watch for it! 
CHRIST THE KING 

Fort McMurray, AB 
 
 

25th Anniversary 
May 3-5, 2013 

 

Check for details at: 
www.christthekinglutheran.ca. 

 

Everyone signed the 60th keepsake scrapbook.
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Everybody gets in on the action! St. Peter’s VBS reunion, Millet 

 
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Millet, AB has a Sunday school of eight 
regular students who we all love. But when summer rolls around and we hold our 
Vacation Bible School we have an enrollment of 54 children … and we love that too!  

Centre back: Pastor Tim Wray, St. Peters, 
heads up a play dough work bee. 

 

Some of the younger crowd. 

Sheep … 
made by 
Sherry Knull

P
hotos subm

itted by G
loria W

urban 

 
It was our wish to invite these children to come and attend a worship service dedicated 
to our past summer VBS. Everybody got to be a kid again. The entire congregation took 
part in the action songs, and reenacted the VBS Stories. Then, when we went 
downstairs for lunch, we modeled with play dough what the stories meant to us. It was a 
wonderful service and we’re already looking forward to VBS 2013.   
 

By Gloria Wurban
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Ashes to Go … a joint ministerial initiative in Edmonton 
 
On February 13th, Ashes to Go will return to the corner of Whyte Ave. and 104th 
Street, from 12 noon until 1:00 pm. In 2012, dozens of people accepted ashes and 
information, enthused to see the church reaching out into the world. This joint 
ministerial initiative is spreading throughout the city. Clergy and lay people from Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, St. George’s Anglican and Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church will also be present between 7 and 9:00 am at Century Park, Southgate, 
University, Churchill and Clareview LRT stations, offering ashes and blessings people 
as they commute to work and school. 
 
In the Christian tradition, Ash Wednesday marks the start of the holy season of Lent, a 
time for reflection and repentance in preparation for the celebration of Easter. For 
centuries, Christians have received a cross of ashes on the face at the beginning of 
that season as a reminder of mortal failings and an invitation to receive God’s 
forgiveness. Ashes to Go is an informal opportunity for people – many who have lost 
their connection to a church, or have never participated before – to learn more about 
and participate in and the Ash Wednesday tradition. 
 
For more information on the origin of this movement, go to:  http://ashestogo.org/  
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Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

Alberta Pastoral Care Association
 

   45th  Annual 
   Conference 
 

   April 15 & 16 
   Lethbridge, AB 
 

   Pastoral Care: 
   Imagine the  
   Possibilities 
 
Dr. Paul Wong will speak on: 
~ Meaning Seeking / Meaning Making 
~ Meaning Centred Counseling and 
   Spiritual Care 
~ Spiritual Care / Meaning Transformation
   in Death Acceptance and Grief  
   Counseling 
 

Rev. Tom Powell and Rev. Kevin Powell 
will present  “Creative Approaches to 
Pastoral Care to Persons with 
Alzheimer’s” and “Social Media and 
Pastoral Care”. 
 

For more information: Rev. Dale Olsen, 
Chair of APCA  - daleolsen@me.com  

 
 


