
 
 
November 2012 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 

For quite some time I have been ruminating on Luke 9 and 10 and the sending of the twelve 
and of the seventy.   My pondering has been guided by the scripture readings themselves and 
by three other influences.   

First, my reading of thinkers such as David Bosch, Alan J. Roxburgh, Craig Van Gelder, Dwight J. 
Zscheile, M. Scott Boren (I could add to this list) and works such as: The Missional Church in 
Perspective; Missional: Joining God in the Neighborhood; and, Introducing the Missional Church: 
What It Is, Why It Matters, How to Become One (I could add to this list too!).   

Second, by the context in which we live which might be characterized in an oversimplified way 
as a disenchantment with the institutional church (or the inherited church), as a spirit of change 
worldwide, and as a searching by church leadership to address critical issues of survival, mission 
and ministry.  

And finally by a new ministry within our Synod which is putting flesh and bones to my 
questions, reflections, ponderings and prayers. 

In January Rev. David Pettersen was commissioned as an Urban Missionary of our Synod to the 
communities on the west side of Edmonton.  The purpose of this “experimental ministry” is to 
be a presence and a means to engage those living, working, going to school in these 
neighborhoods with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the mission of God. 

Pastor David wrote of this new ministry recently: “There are a lot of people who no longer wish 
to be involved in the Institutional Church for a wide variety of reasons, but I have not yet met 
one of these people closed to having conversation with me….There seems to be a hunger to re-
connect in some way with faith, spirituality and I am making the effort to provide opportunities 
for dialog through various means and events.  I have tried several events with varying degrees 
of success but each event provides me with more experience. Some of these events include: 
three non-Sunday gatherings using local churches as venues; an evening gathering at the 
Devonian Gardens around a meal, conversation and worship; and, a Sunday morning gathering 
at a Pub/Restaurant. 



Although I have never asked for money to support this ministry, people have made contributions 
that have allowed me to provide ministry in a variety of venues, operate a website, distribute 
materials to support this ministry, and provide support for outreach/service projects. I have also 
been gifted with a stipend from Our Savior Lutheran Church, Edmonton to provide some support 
ministry for them and to assist me with the ministry I am doing on the west side of Edmonton. 
Our Savior also serves as my "Home Church"- a safe haven for me and a base for this 
experimental ministry. 

We have no formal group/community that comes together on a regular basis. I do have an 
advisory team and a small support group (8 to 10 people) who participate as they are able and 
keep the ministry in their prayers. The remainder are a loose connection of people connected by 
contact with me, the internet or contact with "friends" of this ministry (active church members 
in a local church who have invited me or introduced me to non-churched friends, family, 
neighbors, or colleague - and who attend events as they are interested or able).” 

As I continue to reflect on Luke 9 and 10 it seems to me that this experimental ministry is being 
modelled after Jesus’ own ministry and that it is pointing us to a sending like that of the twelve 
and of the seventy into the neighborhood where those sent accept what they are given, share 
the gospel and heal the sick; sent into the world to participate in God’s mission. 

“The purpose of this ministry,” writes Pastor David, “is not to establish a new church or develop 
a multi-site ministry or even set up a house church.  Rather, it is to bring the dialogue into the 
neighborhood.”   

The mission is ultimately the mission of God, who has sent the Son, who has sent the Spirit, 
who has sent the disciples, who has sent…us. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
Larry 
 
Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer 
Assistant to the Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 
 
 
 


