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Together in Love 
 

It has been a gift and transforming experience for me to journey twice 
with youth and adults from Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton, to 
Colombia, South America, where our Synod has a Companion Synod 
relationship with The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia 
(IELCO). This year it was my honour and joy to host three guests from 
IELCO during our Synod Convention and post-convention 
presentations throughout the Synod: Bishop Eduardo Martinez and his 
spouse, Yamile Varon, and the Principal of the Lutheran School at 
Sogamoso, Zulma Ojeda.  

Rev. Dr.  Larry 
Kochendorfer 

 
During our journey to Colombia in 2011, Bishop Eduardo was asked to share his 
thoughts regarding the value of mission experiences such as ours, which focus on the 
building of relationships – for us from Ascension and our Synod, and for the people, 
congregations, missions and ministries of IELCO. I scrambled to write his words in my 
journal as, together with a national staff member, Fabian Wilches, he responded by 
saying, “This mission journey … 

‐  enables the participants to experience the context of ministry  
‐  strengthens relationships – we can pray specifically and share our stories 
‐  encourages individuals, congregations, missions and ministries of IELCO through 

listening, learning and affirmation 
‐  enables each to experience similarities and differences, yet we are all the same 
‐  enables the members, congregations and ministries of IELCO to know that they 

are not alone; instead, they are a part of a large family around the world 
‐  encourages all to see different ways of living the faith – of being Christian in daily 

life in different ministry contexts 
‐  affirms the history of missions and missionaries in Colombia from Alberta.” 

 
Now, with the Synod Convention (“Stories of the Great Co-Mission) and the visit of our 
guests completed, yet very much on my mind, these words strike me in a new, different 
and fresh way as I consider my own ministry context, the convention and post-
convention experience with our guests, and our journey together.  
 
As lay and rostered leaders, as congregations, as Synod, as the ELCIC, we journey in 
mission learning of one another’s contexts for ministry. Relationships are strengthened. 
We are able to pray for another with specificity and share one another’s stories. 
Ministries are encouraged through listening, learning and affirmation. We journey in 
mission together experiencing similarities and differences, yet we are the same. We 
discover that we are not alone but part of a 
family – a congregation, a Synod, the 
ELCIC, IELCO, The Lutheran World 
Federation, the Anglican Church of 
Canada, and so on. We journey in mission 
together seeing different ways of living the 
faith in various ministry contexts. We affirm 
our shared history and experience. 

 

Bishop Ron Mayan 
is on sabbatical until 

October 31, 2012. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, 
assistant to the bishop, 
will serve on behalf of 

Bishop Mayan during this time. 

 
Prior to our first journey to Colombia in 
2009, Darla Wildfang, Ascension, and I 
wrote a hymn called “Together in Love” for 
use in daily worship and journaling time. As 
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we journey in God’s mission perhaps its words might guide our prayer: 
 
Look at our hands see the mission - 
Look in our hearts see the fire -  
Look at our feet on the journey -  
God’s very own for the world. 
 
Look at our family together - 
Sisters and brothers the same, 
Look at the cross see God’s loving embrace, 
Jesus, God’s own for the world. 
 
Refrain: Open our eyes to Your work all around us - 
Open our ears to hear Your call -  
Open our hands reaching out to each other -  
Hearing the stories we share. 
Open our lives to great transformation -  
Bless the journey we walk, together in love. 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Assistant to the Bishop 
 
 

Ninth Annual Retreat of our Own   

Around the 
Synod 

 

 
 
Coming Events 

 
Dr. Samuel Torvend, professor of the History of Christianity and 
Lutheran Studies at Pacific Lutheran University, Washington, 
U.S.A., will present a theological reflection on “Luther and the 
Hungry Poor”, September 28 – 30 at St. Michael’s Anglican 
Church in Canmore, Alta. Registration fee is $199.00, payable to 
ABT synod, accommodations separate. Call Jon Stolee at 780-
672-5234 or Kristian Wold at 780-672-3659 for more information. 
 
Wanted … Creative People with Creative Missions 
 
The Church Extension and Capital Fund (CECF) of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) has made 
funds available for groups within the ELCIC to inspire creative 

expressions of being faith communities in mission. Maximum grants of $100,000 will be 
made available, with funding scaled over three years in order to provide reliable support 
to the successful projects. The CECF is inviting groups to submit imaginative proposals 
based on the following criteria. 
 

 Work in cooperation or partnership with other non-profit organizations, 
ecumenical groups and/or businesses, particularly if they are locally based. 

 Offer a meaningful service to neighbourhood. 
 Connect with those who are relatively less church or faith involved. 
 Utilize a substantial volunteer component. 
 Plan to maintain a sense of community connectedness. 
 Plan to be in relationship with the wider church. 

 

This is a great opportunity to get a worthy project off and running. Interested applicants 
from the Synod of Alberta and the Territories should contact Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer 
at 780-439-2636 by September 15 for more information on the application procedure. 
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 Ecumenical Action: 
 

“I Am Second”: Jeremy Doorten speaks at 2012 ABT Synod Convention 
 

Jeremy Doorten, Kitchener, ON, is 
the Canadian Director of “I Am 
Second”, a movement meant to 
inspire people to live for God and 
for others. Launched in Texas three 
years ago, it has since criss-
crossed the world, seeing more 
than 12 million hits on its website in 
217 countries.”I Am Second” is an 
interdenominational ministry that is 
a great resource for all churches. 
“The best part,” says Doorten, “ is 
that the videos are free to use and 
download along with a years worth 
of free discussion guides … all 
available at www.iamsecond.com.” 
 
During the 2012 ABT synod 
convention, “I Am Second” was 
introduced through film and 
conversation. The important 

questions in being “second” are: Does God care about me? Why is Jesus first? How can 
I become second? Then a connection is made, it accelerates and a new journey begins. 
Small groups of two to eight people form everywhere, popping up across the city, college 
campuses, high school gyms, in your local coffee shop. Each person tells their story, 
watches the stories of others that can be viewed or downloaded from the website, and 
joins in discussing bible stories about people with similar issues. Local churches open 
their doors to new “seconds” and the circle gets bigger. 

 

Got questions? Contact Jeremy at:
jeremy.doorten@e3partners.org 

 
People are encouraged to discover their purpose in life through Jesus and it all happens 
through the intimate power of story … yours, mine, theirs and His. 

Lutherans and 
Anglicans  
 
Pastor Kristian Wold (Left) of 
Bethel Lutheran and the 
Rev. Canon Jacques 
Vaillancourt (Right), St. 
Andrew’s Anglican, both of 
Camrose, get ready to carry 
the processional candles 
during the opening service 
of the 2012 ABT Synod  
Convention, UofA Augustana 
Campus in Camrose, AB. 
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Convention highlights creativity and hope in moving forward … 
 
Quiet optimism, with a generous sprinkle of enthusiasm and joy seemed to be the 
flavour of the 2012 ABT synod convention. Presenters and delegates sharpened their 
pencils, looked to the future and simply concentrated on creative ways to get on with the 
work of the church. 
 
In her opening address, National Bishop Susan Johnson drew 
chuckles from the assembly when she said that over time, the 
church has been in a perpetual cycle of boldly advancing, then 
fearfully retreating, sometimes doing both at the same time. She 
went on to caution against spending our “church” time behind 
closed doors and instead, to equip ourselves as post-pentecost 
people who have a passion for addressing the needs of the 
people outside the church; to learn new ways to engage those 
who do not understand our theological words, liturgies, biblical 
stories; to be committed to welcoming new and different people 
into our midst. 
 
Later that day Abundant Life Lutheran Church, Calgary, was 
warmly welcomed onto the roster of congregations of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories. In 2008 Abundant Life was established 
as a mission congregation and began worshiping at Advent 
Lutheran, Calgary. Under the leadership of Pastor Peter Chau, 
Abundant Life partners with the University of Calgary to offer a 
senior’s college for the Cantonese speaking community, has 
brought 64 Lutheran students from Hong Kong to Alberta for a 
study trip, and provides a social worker to offer counselling, 
encouragement and assistance to Asian immigrants. 
 
More convention highlights: 
 
Karen Wilk, author of the book, “Don’t Invite Them to Church”, 
spoke about bringing Christ to our neighbours rather than trying to 
bring neighbours to church. “God actually lives in the 
neighbourhood,” she says. If you engage the people who live 
around you, Jesus will show up in incredible ways. We will move 
from “telling” to “listening” and from “doing for” to “doing with.” God 
will use us. We just have to be there. 
 

  “Celebrations” – Summer 2012 5



Rev. Roger Haugen, president of Lutheran Collegiate Bible Institute, Outlook, SK, spoke 
about the “kids” and the college. “Our youth are a wonderful bunch of people and it’s 
great to work with them. Some days I think I have the best job in the world!” 

 
Turtles need to stick out their necks to move forward, and at the 
2010 ABT convention, an award was created for individuals, minis-
tries or churches that have taken a risk to be innovative or creative 
for the kingdom of God. This year’s winner was Shepherd of the 
Hills (Pastor Hilde Lorenz), Calgary. Every Wednesday evening for 
the past five years, they have provided a free hot meal for about 
70 community residents. About 25 neighbourhood children are 
enrolled in the Care Club which takes place that same evening. 
 
At the 2011 National Convention in Saskatoon it was decided to 
move ahead with discussion and implementation of synod 
restructuring. The main recommendation was to combine synods 
across Canada – Alberta to be partnered with B.C. A committee of 
six Alberta, six B.C. and two National members was struck to work 
on the project. The plan was narrowly defeated at the B.C. synod 
convention. In the two weeks between the B.C. and Alberta 

conventions, the committee devised a rationale for restructuring which was presented by 
committee co-chair, Steven Wildfang, and Pastor Kathy Martin of the B.C. synod. After 
discussion, delegates gave approval for the synod to: 

 

 develop petitions of governance compliance for the next convention that would 
allow for some of the restructuring plans to be realized; 

 conduct a test project by provisionally implementing some of the aspects of the 
restructuring plan; 

 engage in further conversation with the other synods and the national church in 
order to restructure for effective mission and for financial sustainability; 

 continue to look for opportunities to work together with the B.C. synod. 
 
On this, their 90th anniversary year, the Bethany Group became independent from the 
synod. Bethany chair, Pastor Craig Wentland said, “I am happy to report that we are 
getting better as we age!” New relationships have been developed with housing 
foundations in other communities and they have recently opened a 48 apartment 
affordable housing complex as well as a 70-suite life lease facility.  

 
Pastor Brian Rude, our missionary to El Salvador since 1988, 
spoke about his work within the prison program. Since his mission 
work will no longer be funded through the national church, it was 
decided that the ABT Synod World Mission Committee, in 
cooperation and consultation with Synod Council and executive, 
develop a strategy to financially support his work and ministry. The 
new ball started to roll on Saturday evening with gifts of money 
collected in his honour and presented at the banquet. 
 
As National Bishop Johnson said, “Our Lord calls us to follow him 
in doing it all. The balance might change from church to church, 

region to region given the context in which we are serving. Community and church can 
be challenging, but we have received the gift of the Holy Spirit. Let’s take seriously what 
it means to share that gift with the rest of this world that God loves so much.” 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Editor 
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Do you see what I see … Synod Convention photos 2012 
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Bishop Eduardo Martinez, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia, signs the renewed 
companion synod covenant with ABT Bishop Ron Mayan, and in photo two, enjoys the synod 
convention banquet with the Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Assistant to Bishop Mayan. 

 

The Rev. Garnet Leach, Honorary Doctor of Divinity 
 
Pastor Garnet Leach, now retired, 
served as Pastor of Hope Lutheran 
Church in Calgary for many years. 
A second career pastor, he is best 
known by many as the person who 
inspired young men and women, 
through his passion for and 
commitment to the Gospel, to 
become ministers of the Gospel in 
the church and in society. One 
former student called him a “Holy 
Terrier” – someone who, once he 
recognized the gifts of ministry in a 

person, persisted in ‘nipping at their heels’ until they sensed the call to ministry and 
service themselves. Due to his ministry, at least 18 people have entered the ministry, 
and countless others have been challenged to take this living faith seriously and to live 
out this faith in their vocations through a ministry of the baptized. 
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L to R:  Marla Mulloy, Rev. Dr. Kevin Ogilvie, Rev. 
Garnet Leach 

 

Many of his former confirmation students who have now become pastors and professors 
in the church and ministers in society nominated Pastor Leach for the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity. They reflected on how Pastor Leach took them, his own calling, and 
most of all, the Gospel, seriously. One former student and parishioner noted, ‘he 
embodied the grace he preached.’ Another said, ‘By his teaching, and even more by his 
preaching, Pastor Leach taught me that grace mattered more than anything else. He 
spoke of the Gospel as a man whose life depended upon it – and it did!’ Another student 
added, ‘I learned from him what it means to serve as a pastor, to love the people you 
serve even as you may struggle with them, and to be committed to the work of serving 
the Gospel of Christ in the world.’ One of the common themes heard again and again 
was his passion for learning, teaching, and preaching, alongside his dedication to 
challenging and helping people see their gifts and strengths. Through him, countless 
people have learned that being a disciple of Christ makes a difference in the world. 
  
By Joe Stolee, Director of Development, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon 
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Pastor Lynn Robertson – 889.9 km for Vibrant Faith 
 
 

For the past four years I have served at Christ Lutheran Church in Regina, SK, as 
assistant pastor of children and family ministry. I have no formal training in the field of 
children and family ministry (unless you count my experience as a mom of an eight year 
son and a six year old daughter!) and wanted to focus my continuing education on 
training in this area. As soon as I heard about the Vibrant Faith Ministry event at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran in Red Deer, AB, April 27-28, I blocked off the time on my calendar, 
registered through the Alberta and Territories Synod office, and booked my plane ticket. 
I was so excited! 
 
Even though I was the only person who attended from outside of Alberta, by no means 
did I feel like an outsider. The organizers, as well as those attending the conference, 
were all very friendly. There was time to get to know a 
few people and also time to speak with the guest 
presenter, coach and author, Rev. Dr. David Anderson, 
Vibrant Faith Ministries, Bloomington, MN. 

David Anderson 

 P
hoto by K

arin Johnson 

Rev. Anderson is a passionate and informative speaker. 
Vibrant Faith Ministries’ mission is to equip 
congregations, families, and individuals to live a vibrant 
faith in Jesus Christ. Their “Vibrant Faith Frame” consists 
of six places of ministry, five principles for passing on 
faith, four keys for practicing faith, and three 
characteristics of Christians. The Vibrant Faith 
framework was exactly what I was looking for - offering 
underlying principles rooted in Lutheran theology, and 
based on more than three decades of research. Find out 
more at www.vibrantfaith.org. 
 
Pastor Mary Tuer, Calgary, AB, hosted a very helpful and “hands on” workshop on 
“Resourcing the Home” that offered many practical ideas and resources for family 
ministry, equipping families to pass on the faith and “get the church into the home.” This 
workshop gave me some great new ideas on how to be intentional as a church in 
relationship with our families, as we support parents and children in their journey of faith. 
 
Pastor James Hendricksen, St. Paul’s, Ellerslie, AB, introduced us to Faith Inkubators’ 
“Stepping Stones” ministry concept that pulls parents into the role of primary faith 
mentors for their own children. Through this process, parents and children develop 
nightly faith practices that include blessing, prayer, scripture reading, sharing of highs & 
lows, faith dialogue, and a nightly "I'm sorry" before turning out the lights on the day.  
 
Over the years I have been adding more and more “tools” to my children and family 
ministry “tool box” – books, being inspired by hearing what others are doing in their 
churches, as well as offering different things in the church I serve such as children’s 
services and family events. But in many ways I have felt that it has been a piecemeal 
approach to ministry. I found I was longing for some underlying principles to focus and 
guide my ministry in offering more structure and intentionality. That is what I was hoping 
I would get out of this conference and I was not disappointed! 
 

By Pastor Lynn Robertson 
Christ Lutheran, Regina, SK 
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Changing the Conversation: 
A Third Way for Congregations 
 

Four Pastors … Four Perspectives 
 
The Western Canada Spring Training Institute for Church 
Leaders took place May 8 – 10 in Edmonton, AB. 
“Changing the Conversation: a third way for 
congregations”, was led by the Rev. Anthony B. 
Robinson, ordained minister of the United Church of 
Christ, church leadership consultant and Alban Institute 
author. He lives in Seattle, WA, with his wife, Linda. 
 
This ecumenical event was designed to help church 
leaders mobilize the congregation for effective ministry in 
today’s new and shifting context. Following are four pastor’s impressions of the event. 

Anthony B. Robinson 

A
nthony B. R

obinson file photo 

 
Then and Now 
Erik Parker, Messiah, Camrose, AB 
 
Rev. Robinson began this three-day course by helping us to locate ourselves in the 
midst of a great sea of change. The world is changing dramatically and along with it the 
church. This is not a new refrain; we have heard this before. The challenge that we face 
is discovering the way in which we continue to be Church while floating in this sea of 
change. Rev. Robinson lead us through a series of “Then and Now” scenarios: 

 

Then:     Every respectable and upwardly mobile citizen 
  was expected to be in church on Sunday 
  morning.  

Now:   Society at large cares little if someone attends 
  worship or not.   

 
As we were led through this description of the changing 
circumstance of the Church, a light bulb was turned on 
for me. I don’t remember the “Then” time. As a still twenty 
something pastor, my experience of cultural Christianity 
has always been of the “Now” scenario. I don’t remember 
when stores were closed on Sundays - I have only 
experienced Sunday being the second busiest shopping 
day of the week. And it’s not just that I don’t remember 
the “Then” time, but also that most parishioners still do. 
And there is grief around how things have changed ... 

grief that I don’t share having only known “Now”.  
 
Rev. Robinson then pointed us back to the things that make us faithful disciples. It is no 
longer the case, that simply being born and growing up in Alberta will make one 
Christian. Rather, faith is formed through those central things like hearing God’s Word 
and receiving God’s mercy in the Sacraments. This course was a summons to leaders in 
the mainline church. Let us be about forming faith in the people that we serve, and the 
place where faith is formed. This is where God comes to meet us in Word, Water, Bread 
and Wine.  
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Adaptive vs. Technical Challenges 
Trish Schmermund, Holy Spirit, Edmonton, AB 
 
Rev. Anthony B. Robinson spoke of the challenges we face as church as being either 
“technical” or “adaptive” challenges. This was a helpful distinction. We all know that life 
and troubles can be complicated! Technical problems are simplistic (say for example you 
have a member who has trouble reading the small print in the hymnal) and these 
problems are easily remedied (get a large print hymnal, print out the service, or get new 

glasses!). Some challenges however require a more 
comprehensive approach; Robinson called these 
“adaptive” challenges.   
 
Adaptive challenges are multifaceted. We know these 
kinds of challenges well: sexuality issues, greying 
membership, stewardship to name a few. In these cases 
we can’t apply a simple solution and move on because 
that’s like the old analogy of “putting a band-aid on it.” 
For example, if your congregation wanted to increase 
youth participation you might think it would be helpful to 
get a projection system and PowerPoint. Youth 
participation however, isn’t so easily fixed; we can’t treat 
it as simple or technical problem with a simple solution. A 
problem with youth participation is complicated and 
necessitates learning, change, and a way forward that 

may include loss (of old ways), risk (trying some new things), and a change of 
heart/mind (rethinking youth altogether). This makes adaptive challenges more ... 
challenging, but in the end we learn a lot and the solutions we find are more effective 
and have greater impact! Adaptive challenges are an agent of God working in us. 
 
A starting place is for congregational leaders to learn to make the distinction between 
technical and adaptive challenges. Once you learn to do this get ready, because leading 
congregations through adaptive challenges is hard work. The first thing that you will 
meet is resistance. The second thing that will happen is more resistance. Stay the 
course as best you can and don’t take it personally; it’s not about you, it’s just that 
people really don’t like change very much.  
 
Secondly, we also need to learn to become good followers. Leaders need support, 
people who believe in the big picture, people who are willing to take risks and willing to 
try new things. If followers gripe about every change, every thing that isn’t going their 
way, growth is stunted, leaders get discouraged, and the challenge may go unresolved. 
 
Are we ready, are we trusting enough, persistent enough, good enough followers to 
journey alongside God through terrific or tough times? We face a lot of challenges these 
days but none, I believe, are insurmountable.  
 
Persistence A

B
T synod file photo  

Calvin Skriver, Lord of Glory, Lac La Biche, AB 
 
Much of what was talked about in Changing the Conversation 
were things I've heard talked about before. Things like: we are no 
longer in an era of "Christendom" where the assumption is that 
everyone is a Christian. So we are in an "in-between" time, and we 
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are not sure what the "new" will look like.  
 
What resonated with me was an encouragement to rely on worship - it is an important 
aspect of who we are as Christians. We are to pay attention to who the "subjects of the 
verbs” are and to make sure it’s clear that God is that subject most of the time. Worship 
also helps us to experience things that we can't experience very well with our minds. 
Also, there was encouragement to be intentional about worship - watch for the moments 
we need to leave some time for, and don't just rush everything along.  
 
There was talk about "Leadership". I am one of those people who distrust "leadership" to 
a degree, so I am often loath to assume positions of leadership. Instead I will tend 
toward consensus, or the status quo, or something that doesn't rile people up too much. 
Here I felt encouraged to move more into the task of leadership as a "prophetic voice" 
that we actually do need to hear, as well as the "pastoral voice”  –  not as someone 
pushing my own agenda, but as someone naming the agenda that God has for the 
congregation from within the congregation. This involves building trust, describing our 
current realities, discovering our "purpose", building a vision, managing distress, and 
being persistent. So often I find that if my message isn't heard right away, I'll drop it. I 
need to be more persistent. Good encouragement.  
 
"Followership" was also mentioned. It is an easy term to remember! Basically this is 
about encouraging congregations to do some "following"; that is, to listen, encourage, 
and act with their leaders - especially when the congregation asks (demands) their 
leaders to lead!  
 
I was not particularly "encouraged" by the discussion held around "purpose", mostly 
because it was described as a "long term" process. I guess that's where persistence 
comes in! Most important ... get to it!  
 
It was good to be reminded, again, that God has a hand in all this. What is God up 
to? Where is God leading us? Things to think about, but also to act on, and if we find 
we’ve "misheard" then off we go again, trying to listen better. 
 
An Inspirational Kick in the Pants   
John Lentz, St. Paul, Olds, AB 

 
Coming to terms with the changing face of our culture is 
most certainly a challenge that the church has faced in 
the past. The Reformation itself was a drastic upheaval 
that changed not only the church and the way that 
people looked at the “church”, but the make-up of 
Europe, economies, governments and the face of the 
cultures involved. Today, mainline churches in particular 
are having difficulties adjusting in order to simply survive 
another shift. Functioning as church boards, worshiping, 
evangelizing, welcoming people, teaching children and 
adults the way we always have may not be helpful in 
being a church of the Risen Lord that will survive this 
new millennium. 
 
Changing the Conversation was not just an eye opener, 
a conversation starter, and a “kick in the pants”, but an 

inspirational event that left a lot of very helpful and proactive information and hands on 
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methods that can, in my view, be useful in turning a new page in how a congregation 
anywhere can operate and find renewed purpose…that may well be the Great Old 
Purpose. 
 
What most grabbed my attention, after the full acknowledgement of functioning in much 
the same way “that we’ve always done it”, were the strategies for building something 
new. It starts with a congregation taking the first steps towards finding and defining its 
purpose, coming up with a mission statement and a vision for the future, and developing 
disciples of people instead of just informed people. But, beyond these, there are the very 
helpful strategies for working at all of this. Anthony Robinson’s list of these strategies 
included: 

 building trust between pastors, as both pastoral shepherds and leaders, and the 
congregation as growing disciples 

 defining, with the congregation, the present reality of the congregation in the 
community in which it sits, and finding its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 
and even threats to its existence 

 getting on purpose by being able to define the purpose for being there and 
answering the question “who are we and why are we?” 

 writing down the vision for the future by keeping to the main thing (purpose) and 
doing the next thing (vision) 

 managing the distress and grief that naturally comes when things have to change 
in order to better be disciples in this world, and allow ourselves to grieve 

 being constantly conscious that the call is a call to all the people to the work of 
the church and not just the pastor, and readily (always) re-describe the work as 
“our” work 

 being persistent and sticking to the task with a clear agenda of vision 
 becoming a learning church that focuses on teaching as the teaching for 

discipleship of all its people for faith formation…not just education. 
 
May God bless us in the church, and in the blessing we know that there will always be a 
challenge that comes along with it! Peace. 
 
Faith of our Fathers, Living Still at Redeemer Lutheran, Hanna 
 
In preparation for the 
upcoming celebration 
of the 500th year of 
Reformation in 2017, 
a tree planting 
service conducted by 
Rev. Robert Grewe 
was held at 
Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Hanna, 
Alberta, on May 27 - 
Pentecost Sunday. 
The Anglican and 
Lutheran graduates of Redeemer’s two year confirmation program planted the tree, a 
Schubert Midnight Chokecherry, strong and hardy to the northern climate as well as 
beautiful like our faith in Christ. The 2012 graduates are Raelene Minchau, Spencer 
Smith, Quiten Moench, Connor Moench and Mitchell Heilman.
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Rev. Robert Grewe and Redeemer’s 2012 
graduating confirmation class 
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Church Council Workshop a “Transforming” Experience 

 
 

“The Transformers” – 2012 Church Council Workshop 
Master of Ceremonies, Anne Lyseng, and Social Justice 
workshop leader, Rev. Ryan Anderson. 

 

Bookkeeping for the Church:  workshop 
on organizing church finances led by 
synod treasurer, Stephen Wildfang. 

The 2012 Church Council Work-
shop, “The Transformers”, at 
Good Shepherd, Red Deer, AB, 
offered a variety of topics and 
speakers. Two are featured here. 
 
Bishop Ron Mayan said that Paul 
employed the idea of transforma-
tion three times in his writing. In 
Romans he urges us to not 
conform to this world, but to be 
transformed by the renewing of 
our minds so we may discern the 
will of God. In II Corinthians he 
tells us that with unveiled faces, 
seeing the glory of the Lord as 
reflected in a mirror, we are being 
transformed into the same image.

Ralph Jorgensen was there to lead a Hospitality workshop: 
The Welcome of an Open Door 

In Philippians, Paul says that Jesus Christ will transform the body of our humiliation, that 
it may be conformed to the body of his glory. The Greek word for transformation is 
metamorphosis. Like the caterpillar and the butterfly, where through the process of 
metamorphosis the very being of these creatures are changed, Paul uses beautiful words 
to guide us to that same kind of metamorphosis through Christ. This is God at work. 
 
Plenary speaker, The Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen, Lutheran Theological Seminary, dis-
cussed Transformation by Grace. “Being transformed has many dimensions,” Jensen 
said, “so what kind of  ‘transformers’ are we called to be?” We can use our own human 
strength to transform an object, or we can “be” transformed and have that magic worked 
on us. We are not the ones that transform the world, our community, our congregation, or 
even ourselves. Instead, we are the object that is being transformed, and have no say in 
what we will be transformed into. Some may find that scary, others reassuring, but we 
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are, after all, the clay In the potter’s hand. “Sometimes,” he said, “with all the technology 
we have today, its’ easy to forget that.”  There is a phrase in the Augsburg Confession 
that says, “if God were to ever quit holding the world up at any moment, everything 
would disappear.” Our very existence is because of an on-going act of God’s grace.  
 
In speaking of Paul’s reference to conformity, Jensen said that instead of making 
ourselves the centre of attention and making the world revolve around us, our lives 
should revolve around God. Luther addresses that by defining sin in his Commentary on 
Romans as “being curved inward upon ourselves”.  Sin can also be compared to a 
playground bully … the one who demands that our lives conform to what the bully wants. 
And what does the bully want? Like us, although the method differs, the bully wants to 
be the centre of attention. We want to know, what’s in it for us? “This much is clear,” said 
Jensen, “resisting the standards and morals of society is not the same as being 
transformed by God’s grace.” Being a good resister of conformity, is not what it means to 
be Christian. Nor does simply observing the 10 Commandments make you a Christian. 
Sometimes we think that if we work at ourselves hard enough, we can change ourselves 
into what we think we should be. 
 
God does not judge us, and our salvation is not at all dependent on how well we 
transform ourselves, or others. A great weight is lifted from our shoulders … we don’t 
have to do it all. It’s the word of grace we need to hear. God transforms us, not by 
ignoring our self-help attempts at transformation or non-conformity, but by dealing with it 
in the only effective way – the gospel of God’s grace, the forgiveness of sins when we 
don’t deserve it. We learn in Luther’s Small Catechism, that where there is this 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. We move from thinking of ourselves 
as the centre, to directing our attention outward … to our neighbours.  
 
Paraphrasing Isaiah 43, God declares, “Because I have called you by name, you are 
mine. Because I forgive you, you have life.” This is freedom and opens up possibilities in 
life. We are living as forgiven people and the whole world is before us. It is a pure gift. 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Editor 
 
Two Doctor of Ministry Graduates in Calgary, AB 
 

 
Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow successfully 
defended her Doctor of Ministry 
thesis, “A Congregation’s Missional 
Attitudes: Sharing Faith Stories 
Express God’s Redemptive Work”, 
and attended the graduation 
ceremony May 20 at Luther Seminary 
in St. Paul, MN. She serves as lead 
pastor at First Lutheran, Calgary. 
 

Dr. Preston Pouteaux presented his 
Doctor of Ministry dissertation and 

thesis “From Imago Dei to Missio Dei: An Art Experience as Invitation to Spiritual 
Transformation” at Tyndale Seminary, Toronto. He participated in the graduation 
ceremony in Toronto on May 12 and has the distinction of being the first D Min student 
to be approved unconditionally, as well as the youngest! Dr. Pouteaux serves as Director 
of Discipleship Ministry at Lutheran Church of our Saviour, Calgary. 
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Bethany at Donalda and Meeting Creek says Farewell 

 
 

 
After almost 109 years of faithful 
service to the East Central 
Alberta communities of Donalda 
and Meeting Creek, Bethany 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
held its final regular worship 
service on Sunday, May 6, 2012. 
 
Many past and present members 
of the congregation, together with 
family and friends attended the 
service. Everyone joined in 
celebrating the years of service 
by participating in a service of 
celebration and leave taking that 

was lead by Bishop Ron Mayan. Pastor Rick 
Laurendeau, Bethany’s current pastor, preached the 
final sermon and reminded everyone that a building is 
only a shell without the people, and that the people do 
not close or stop worshiping God simply because the 
building closes. Bethany will have a special place in 
God’s kingdom for many years to come. 

Rev. Rick Laurendeau 

Bishop Ron Mayan
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At the end of the service, greetings and warm wishes 
were shared by former pastors 
and congregation members, as 
well as by sister congregations in 
the Faith Country Lutheran 
Parish of which Bethany is a 
founding member. 
 

A fine potluck luncheon was 
enjoyed on the bright, sunny 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
By Pastor Rick Laurendeau 

  “Celebrations” – Summer 2012 16



Jasper Lutheran:  60 Years and An Arcadian Vision Book Launch   

On July 15, 2012, Jasper Lutheran Church 
celebrated its 60th Anniversary. Since 1952, a 
small group of Lutherans has maintained the 
only regularly constituted Lutheran congregation 
existing in a National Park in North America. 
The first pastor was called in 1955. For the first 
fifteen years, the members of Jasper Lutheran 
worshiped in homes, community halls and other 

church buildings. A trailer was purchased to house visiting pastors during the summer. 
Then, in 1967 they purchased the beautiful building they occupy today – a building that 
the Roman Catholic Church had used since 1924. 
 
A commemorative book, written by Pastor John Ekstedt, contains sermons and essays 
on spirituality and faith inspired by his most recent two years spent at Jasper Lutheran. 
All proceeds from An Arcadian Vision, now and in the future, will go to the ministry at 
Jasper Lutheran Church. Books may be ordered/purchased through the publisher at 
www.authorhouse.com or through Jasper Lutheran, email: jasperlutheran@gmail.com.  

Above:  Four former pastors of Jasper Lutheran Church, 
(L to R) Pastors John Ekstedt, James Chell, Bill Bulger and 
(Inset) Pastor Doug Heine shared in the church service. 
 
 

Left: Author of An Arcadian Vision, Pastor John Ekstedt, at 
the book launch and signing following the service.  

More Upcoming Church Anniversaries – 50 Years 
 

Our Saviour Lutheran, Hay Lakes, AB: Celebration on September 9, 2012 with 
Bishop Ray Schultz, and the dedication of a stained glass window and banner. 

 
 

Emmanuel Community Church, Calgary, AB: Celebration on Oct. 12-14, 2012 with 
Pastor Cam Harder and Bishop Ron Mayan, youth events, banquet and program, 

worship service and luncheon.  Call 403-272-1551 for more information. 
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Finishing Touches: 
 
 

 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

2012 Conference Conventions 
 

Northern Conference: September 28, 29 
 St. Matthews, Spruce Grove 
 

West Central Conference: October 20 
 Rocky Mountain Ev Lutheran 
 Rocky Mountain House 
 

Southern Conference: November 3 
 Christ Trinity, Lethbridge 
 

East Central Conference: November 17 
 Hope Lutheran, Forestburg 
 

Southwestern Conference: November 24 
 St. John Lutheran 
 204 6A St. NE, Calgary 
 
Campus Ministry “Drive for Five” 
 

The five vibrant Campus Ministries in our 
ABT synod can be found at: 
 

Augustana Campus, U of A, Camrose;  
University of Alberta, Edmonton; 
University of Calgary / SAIT; 
University of Lethbridge / Lethbridge College; 
Medicine Hat College. 
 

Campus Ministries provide an opportunity 
for both students and staff to worship, eat, 
pray and grow together as sons and 
daughters of God. You can help them with 
their mission through your offerings on  
 

“Drive for Five” Sunday, September 23.
 

All loose cash offerings collected on that 
day will be split between the five Campus 
Ministries in our Synod – unless they are 
designated for a specific campus ministry. 

 

 

Best Wishes to Kathy Budgell  
 

who concluded her ministry with and 
among the ABT Synod Staff on June 20, to 
become Program Assistant at Providence 
Renewal Centre, Edmonton, AB. 

Installation Services: 
 
Rev. Erik Parker joined Messiah 
Lutheran, Camrose as Senior Pastor on 
June 1. His installation service was held 
on June 24. 
 
Rev. Trish Schmermund joined Holy 
Spirit Lutheran, Edmonton and was 
installed during a Saturday evening 
service on August 4. 
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	Over the years I have been adding more and more “tools” to my children and family ministry “tool box” – books, being inspired by hearing what others are doing in their churches, as well as offering different things in the church I serve such as children’s services and family events. But in many ways I have felt that it has been a piecemeal approach to ministry. I found I was longing for some underlying principles to focus and guide my ministry in offering more structure and intentionality. That is what I was hoping I would get out of this conference and I was not disappointed! Changing the Conversation:
	A Third Way for Congregations
	Four Pastors … Four Perspectives
	Adaptive vs. Technical Challenges
	Trish Schmermund, Holy Spirit, Edmonton, AB
	Persistence
	Two Doctor of Ministry Graduates in Calgary, AB




