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Announcements:

The Synod Worship Committee 
is offering three bursaries of 
$100.00 each; to persons who 
wish to attend this summer's 
National Worship Conference, 
and who have never attended a 
national ELCIC Worship 
Conference. For more 
information, and to apply for a 
bursary, contact the Synod 
Office.

Choral Reading Sessions will be 
held from 1-4 p.m. on May 6 in 

Adoramus

Winter 2000

Worship in A Multi-Cultural 
Society

Outside a bank across from Buffalo Days, 
Circle of Life was selling hot dogs. An elder 
wearing a ribbon shirt said a prayer in Cree. 
A group in colorful costumes danced Pow-
Wow. Inside, a teepee, First Nation's 
paintings, dream catchers and shields lent an 
aboriginal atmosphere. Bank staff wore 
brown dresses decorated with fringes.

I overheard a customer say to a friend, "It's 
too bad the people selling hot dogs are not 
dressed like Indians." I looked at my friends 
in their running shoes, jeans, T-shirts and 
ball caps, and said to her, "But they are 
dressed like Indians. That's what they wear 
every day."

I once asked the daughter of a Chinese 
Restaurant owner, "What's your favorite 
Chinese food?" She said, "Hamburgers."

In the film, "A Stranger Among Us," a 
Hassidic Jew says to an undercover 
detective assigned to live in his community, 
"We are not quaint!"

In our multicultural society, realities are 
very different from stereotypes. The most 
difficult stereotypes to recognize and 
modify are those by which we identify 
ourselves. We think of ourselves as warm, 
open, friendly people with whom everyone 
is comfortable. Our jokes identify Lutherans 
as German or Norwegian.

Lutheran World Federation lists 61.5 
million Lutherans - close to 10% of the 

Book Review

Worship and Praise, published in 1999 by 
Augsburg Fortress is a welcome addition to 
materials available from our Lutheran 
publishing houses. The song materials 
presented are contemporary in nature, 
though the range of worship music styles 
they represent is large.

Publications representing these particular 
musical styles have been slow in coming for 
Lutherans. Congregations interested in 
providing music which moves more directly 
to the heart than the head have had to search 
the numerous publications of contemporary 
music, few of which came from Lutheran 
publishing houses. Music of a contemporary 
nature is plentiful, and as one can imagine, 
the quality and theology is varied; in some 
respects, no different than the hymnody 
available to our churches either.

As a pastor who regularly uses 
contemporary music along with our hymns 
of faith, there is always a struggle to 
evaluate materials especially for their 
theology and language. Much contemporary 
music utilizes translations of the Bible 
which are not gender sensitive. Theology, 
many times, represents much more the 
actions of the people than of God.

A resource I have used to evaluate music is 
the Augsburg publication "Sound Decisions - 
Evaluating Contemporary Music for 
Lutheran Worship" by Dori Erwin Collins 
and Scott C. Weidler ((c)1997 ELCA. 
Augsburg order number 69-2339)

However, it is enough of a time-consuming 
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Edmonton with Darryl Dewalt at 
Calvary Lutheran Church and in 
Calgary on May 13 with 
Margaret Harms at Hope 
Lutheran Church. Registration 
fee will be $10.00. New music, 
as well as some "tried and true" 
will be examined. Three 
Lutheran publishing houses - 
Augsburg, Morningstar, and 
Concordia, will supply music 
packets (one per congregation). 
For more information, or to 
register, contact Margaret Harms, 
(403) 282-8280).

world's population. This includes many 
nationalities. We might expect this to be 
reflected in Canadian congregations, yet our 
ethnic backgrounds are still mostly 
European. Our clothes reflect a middle class 
preference. White hair reflects our struggles 
to retain our own young people for most of 
a century. The few darker complexions 
often belong to people who have adapted to 
Euro-centric values, or who are sponsored 
refugees.

Congregations with other ethnic 
backgrounds may use similar worship forms 
to other Lutherans and reflect similar 
values. Yet, because we seldom venture 
beyond our "ethnic" group, they remain 
segregated.

We accept many values and institutions 
within our own culture without question. 
However, our Christian legacy includes 
European colonial expansion. Official 
policy, and the underlying theology, 
accepted "European" as "Christian," and 
saw Aboriginal cultures and religions as 
demonic. The theology justified the theft of 
land and resources, the imposition of 
slavery, and systems of genocide (the 
destruction of a culture.) Missionaries 
assumed that, to save souls, God was 
sending them into foreign fields to eradicate 
paganism, destroy evil cultures and force 
people to submit to European authority.

Converting leaders, and banning native 
languages and rituals was a priority. 
European dress, diet, and housing were 
imposed. Segregation and poverty created 
dependence upon the oppressor. Natives 
assisted in the destruction of their own 
culture for minor economic advantages.

Many Christians still believe that other 
religions threaten our faith and salvation. 
Most of the systems that were founded upon 
this understanding still persist.

This attitude has also created an industrial 
society in which a few control and consume 
the majority of the world's resources while 
the rest (who are our own relatives and 
neighbors) live in poverty.

process to carefully plan for worship 
without also having to evaluate these areas 
every time new material is used. Thus, 
Worship and Praise is a welcome beginning 
to our Lutheran church seriously addressing 
the need of God's people to also sing songs 
of the heart, bringing us to a much more 
well-rounded worship and praise of a God 
who is all and gives us all.

The format of the publication is 
straightforward. As in With One Voice, there 
is a congregational songbook and a separate 
accompaniment edition. The songs are 
outlined, for the most part, with a melody 
line and words, along with guitar chord 
symbols, though harmony is included on 
songs that seem to call for it. The songs are 
arranged alphabetically, rather than 
thematically, though there is an excellent 
list of topic and themes and also scriptural 
references at the back of the book. While 
there are some songs also included in With
One Voice, most of the material is new to 
Lutheran publications.

The accompaniment edition is extremely 
helpful to the worship planner with 
additional materials on worship patterns 
discussed. While music of this style is well 
represented in churches that are non-
liturgical in nature, contemporary music can 
also fit well into our historic pattern of 
worship.

The essay "Using Worship and Praise" 
walks though our historic pattern and gives 
excellent suggestions as to possibilities to 
approach portions of the service in fresh 
ways. Especially plentiful is song material 
that could be used as "hymns of praise." 
Much music Lutherans have used over the 
years in praise of God spends more time 
talking about God than in praise of God.

Songs of confession could be used prior to 
our brief order for confession and 
forgiveness to open hearts to honest 
searching. One of the biggest gifts 
contemporary music gives God's people is 
the language and music to truly worship and 
praise our incredible God, and creation of 
this music is further evidence that God 
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To subjected people, "European" and 
"Christian" are synonyms. They view Euro-
style businesses, governments and churches 
with suspicion and hostility. We are still 
oppressors, cultural enemies, and enemies 
of the earth itself.

Churches change slowly. We still defend 
"colonial theology." Fundamentalist 
neighbors, media distortions, and negative 
relationships from the past have created 
stereotypes through which others see all 
Christians. Our own fears make it difficult 
for us to treat non-European, non-Christian 
neighbors as equals. Our biases make us 
suspicious of their faith and wisdom.

Despite this, almost one-third of the world 
has become Christian.

Cross-cultural ministry begins with 
openness to examine ourselves through 
other cultures. We struggle against 
stereotypes that prevent us from honest 
understanding of others and ourselves. We 
let those who think differently help 
disentangle the Gospel from the cultural 
web in which we have enmeshed it. We 
learn to be Christian in new ways.

We are moving into an increasingly 
integrated multi-cultural, multi-faith society. 
The future challenges us to become the kind 
of person that will make us comfortable 
with our neighbors, and make the Christian 
faith a comfortable and supporting part of 
our non-Christian neighbor's lives.

--by Pastor Frank Armistead, Circle of Life, 
Regina Lutheran Native Ministry

National Worship 
Conference

Gather Us In is the theme for the National 
Worship Conference of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada to be held at 
Augustana University College in Camrose, 

continues to give gifts to be used in praise 
and service.

While this music gives new opportunity for 
praise, it is limited with regard to use as the 
hymn of the day. Here the hymns of our 
faith shine. And while most are closely tied 
to melody, many can be reset, if necessary, 
to more reflect a singing style that enables 
the text to be taken to both head and heart.

With regard to accompanying this music for 
worship, a caution is to be noted. Playing 
music of this nature is not easily 
accomplished. The high use of syncopation 
is a challenge to those used to playing 
straightforward hymns (even with an 
occasional challenge to those used to 
playing straightforward hymns (even with 
an occasional offbeat). Many times churches 
may have to turn to musicians who play this 
style regularly. Additional instruments work 
well also in these settings.

This is a good place to put to work young 
people to work with willing adults, with 
drums, guitars, flutes or violins, basses, and 
the like. Heavily syncopated music can be 
difficult to sing with stumbling 
accompaniment or it can flow easily with 
excellent leadership (much like most hymn 
singing!).

The composers of the materials included are 
varied; many, if not most, songwriters come 
from outside our Lutheran tradition. Their 
fine gifts are evident throughout with 
melodies that are interesting, challenging, 
and yet singable. New Lutheran composers, 
especially Handt Hanson, offer fine 
possibilities. For a church wishing to 
introduce or expand newer materials into 
worship, Worship and Praise would be an 
excellent and economical choice (as 
copyright licenses or permissions are or can 
be expensive over the long term). The 
church that currently uses much 
contemporary music will have to weigh the 
purchase of a set group of songs in a printed 
format.

Blessings on all who search to worship and 
praise our God.
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Alberta, August 19-23, 2000. The composer 
of the increasingly familiar hymn from 
which the conference gained its name, 
Marty Haugen, will be a keynote presenter 
along with Rev. Susan Briehl, a gifted 
preacher and presenter on language and 
worship. Pastor Briehl is also the author of 
several books including Come Lord Jesus: 
Devotions for the Home for Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany (Augsburg Fortress, 
1996).

Marty Haugen's gifts from God are evident, 
with many churches using his liturgy, Now 
the Feast and Celebration, along with his 
over 300 published titles and numerous 
worship services. He is seen by many as 
creating a bridge between music of the 
tradition and music of a contemporary 
nature.

Susan Briehl's presentation on language and 
worship at the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America's recent conference in Orlando 
was received with much acclaim. The two 
will team up at Gather Us In to weave music 
and word in creative and challenging 
working presentations. A highlight of the 
event, will be the use of their soon-to-be-
published ecumenical communion service - 
a collaboration of word and music.

Gather Us In begins on Saturday and 
concludes the following Wednesday. This 
schedule creates opportunity for participants 
to gather together to prepare for worship 
Saturday evening after dinner and 
introductions, working together in baking 
bread, rehearsing music, creating visual art 
for the worship area, creating movement, 
and crafting prayers - in short, building 
friendships while setting the table for the 
celebration of God's gifts in worship. A time 
of confession and forgiveness and a litany 
leading us into our Sabbath celebration will 
be a unique conclusion to our gathering day.

Sunday will be observed as a day of rest and 
renewal at Gather Us In, as we come for 
festival worship, a sumptuous brunch, and 
then Sunday afternoon activities, 
appreciating the gifts of each other and of 
creation. Bike rides, walks, bird watching, 

--by Pastor Breck McHan, Grace Lutheran 
Church, Wetaskiwin, Alberta Member of 

ELCIC national Working Group on Worship

Original Hymn

"So Many Needs"

Tune: Slane 10 11 11 12 ("Lord of All 
Hopefulness" in LBW)

1. Jesus responded to so many needs,
To heal and to comfort, to love and 
to feed;
No one was too lowly to know of his 
care:
May we heed his bidding as his life's 
work we share.

2. Cold are the hands of the men in the 
street,
Who huddle in doorways, just rags 
on their feet;
They long for a chance to earn one 
day's full pay
But they won't get work when they 
have no place to stay.

3. Someone is fearful, her children are 
young,
She cannot go home, she has no 
place to run.
She aches for a safe place to lay 
down her head,
A place where her children will be 
safe in their beds.

4. It matters not how these problems 
arose,
But only that God's love through our 
action flows,
And lightens the hardships that stand 
in the way
As Jesus showed care for those he 
met ev'ry day.

For every stanza, on each set of eighth notes 
except the final pairing, one syllable is 
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concerts, reading, and rest are all 
possibilities as we slow our hectic pace this 
day. A picnic on the grounds of Augustana 
will then lead us to an evening session 
"Reflecting on the Sabbath" led by Marty 
Haugen and Susan Briehl. A fitting close to 
the evening will be the gathering around a 
large campfire, instruments in hand, and 
singing songs of the heart.

Monday and Tuesday are "roll up the 
sleeves" days, as major presentations by 
Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl will be 
paired with the opportunity to attend five 
different workshops planned for pastors, 
musicians, worship creators, and 
worshipers. The presenters will be gifted 
and the variety wide - from ideas for small 
and large churches, for pastors and worship 
leaders, and with contemporary music and 
its creation and singing to the use of 
traditional instruments and techniques . 
These workshops are meant to be hands on 
and helpful in all areas of our worship life. 
A unique part of these days will be the 
incorporation of times of individual, small 
group and corporate worship to mark the 
interconnectedness of our daily work and 
prayer.

Monday evening will feature a hymn 
festival at Messiah Lutheran Church, 
utilizing the Karl Wilhelm 28-rank tracker 
organ, (1987) along with instrumentalists, 
choirs, and congregation.

Tuesday evening will find participants in 
nearby Wetaskiwin, for a prairie banquet 
celebrating our "gathering in" at the 
Reynolds Alberta Museum, a world class 
museum of the history of transportation and 
farming machinery in the past century in 
western Canada. Food and much 
conversation, the entertaining laughter of 
Alberta's Synod Evangelist Pastor Ken 
Grambo, along with the presentation of the 
Companion of the Worship Arts to Margaret 
Harms will make the evening most 
memorable.

Wednesday's concluding worship will 
feature the music, words and leadership of 
our presenters in their newly published 

stretched over the two notes.

© Rita Storch, 1999. Permission to reprint 
with acknowledgment.
Rita Storch
405 - 3 St. SE
High River, AB T1V 1H4
Phone: (403) 652-3413
Fax: (403) 652-2049

(It would also be nice to let her know when 
you use the song and what appealed to you 
about the words.)

Worship Ideas

Set a goal to increase the number and "kinds 
of" people involved in worship so that 
everybody in the congregation can see 
someone like themselves leading or helping 
in worship. 

● Have two or three readers instead of 
one, and make one of them a young 
person.

● Establish teams of ushers, including 
children, and have them all bring the 
offering forward in a procession. 

● Encourage the Altar Guild and the 
confirmation class to partner-up for 
altar care duties. 

● When singing hymns with verses and 
a refrain, use various groups to sing 
the verses. 

● Invite a Sunday School class to put 
actions to hymns or parts of the 
liturgy and then lead the 
congregation in learning them. 
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liturgy. This worship retreat will come to an 
end, and at the same time to a new 
beginning, as new friends leave to share the 
joy of new discoveries in worship and in 
their lives.

Registration costs for this conference are 
$168 CDN before July 1, 2000 ($188 CDN 
after July 1) with accommodation and meals 
at $180 CDN single or $160 CDN double. 
Registration materials are available by 
request on-line at www.worship.on.ca, by 
phone (780) 679-1535, or by mail: Gather 
Us In, Campus Ministry Offices, Augustana 
University College, 4901-46 Ave., 
Camrose, AB T4V 2R3.

--by Breck McHan, planning committee 
member


