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A Congregational Ministry of Healing
For many who attended our Synod's Biennial Convention last spring in Camrose, one of the highlights 
of the week was the evening Service of Healing. It was a deeply moving liturgy, where hundreds came 
forward to be anointed with oil, have hands laid on their heads, and prayers for healing spoken over 
them. Following the event, many persons were asking, "Why can't we do this in our congregation? How 
can we begin a ministry of healing?" Here are a few tips and hints to help you begin a ministry of 
healing worship.

The best place to begin is on page 89 of the "Book of Occasional Services" to accompany the LBW. 
There you will find a "Service of the Word for Healing". This healing rite includes an opening 
Dialogue, opportunity for hymns, Scripture reading, preaching, prayers for healing ministers and those 
in need of healing, and three prayer formulas to accompany the laying on of hands and anointing with 
oil. In addition, the concluding "notes" provide a list of occasions when a Healing Service is especially 
appropriate, a selection of suitable Scripture passages, and a list of hymns that might be used.

People at first are often cautious and reluctant to come forward to receive prayers and anointing for 
healing. The reason for this may be that they are not aware of any ailment of which they feel the need to 
be healed. It is helpful to explain that everyone is in need of God's healing blessing, for we all are 
broken and fractured by sin. It is also helpful to explain that our service of healing is about healing and 
not about cure. In this sense what we do differs from the notorious television healers, who claim the 
power to cure persons of their diseases. We do not by this intend to exclude true cure from our liturgy, 
but simply to clarify that healing is always in God's hands and not ours.

Some are uncertain about the use of oil for anointing. Although the symbolism of anointing with oil is 
not familiar in our culture today, a few words of explanation can make its use a helpful part of the rite. 
There are three reasons why oil is used: 

1. It symbolizes God's choice and blessing. In Old Testament times, those chosen by God, such as 
kings and priests, were anointed with oil as a sign of God's approval and blessing. 

2. When scented oil is used, it represents the goodness and beauty of God. Perfume and incense in 
ancient times were also signs of human prayers rising up to God. 

3. It symbolizes the struggle against evil. In the Mediterranean world, wrestlers were "oiled down" 
before they entered the struggle; so, anointing becomes a sign of God's struggle, through us, 



against sin and evil. 

Oil for anointing can be purchased in pre-scented form, or you can prepare your own scented oil by 
using small amounts of scented essence dissolved in olive oil.

Finally, for those who wish to do further reading on the topic of healing liturgies, here are a few 
annotated sources: 

Philip Pfatteicher, Commentary on the Occasional Services. Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1983, pp.57-
112.

This is an excellent discussion of Lutheran theology of healing, its history, and symbols, and also 
a comparison of the parallel rites in our sister churches, the Anglican and Roman Catholic. 
Pfatteicher includes practical instructions on how to conduct a healing service.

Consensus: A Canadian Journal of Theology Volume 17, Number 2, 1991 
The entire issue of this journal, published by the two seminaries of our church, is devoted to 
healing ministry. It includes articles by Michael Nel, Roland Miller, Roger Uitti, Erwin Buck, 
Michael Poellet, Wilburn Nelson, and Yuk Kiong Chong, on health and wholeness in the Old 
Testament, New Testament, the Church, the family, and other cultures.

Baptism, Rites of Passage, and Culture, edited by Anita Stauffer. Geneva, The Lutheran World 
Federation, 1999. 

This is the second volume in the LWF's series on worship and culture. It has five articles on 
healing rites, in the cultural context of North America, Argentina, Central Africa, and 
Madagascar. Understanding how sickness and healing are seen and treated by Lutherans in other 
cultures, can give us a new perspective on healing in our own culture.

Elaine Ramshaw, Ritual and Pastoral Care, Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1983. 
This study, by an American Lutheran teacher, includes a valuable discussion of blessing, 
confession, and absolution, as part of a pastoral ministry of healing.

Wendell Frerichs, Take it to the Lord: Prayer Laments for the Afflicted, Minneapolis, Augsburg Press, 
1982.

A teacher from Luther/Northwestern Seminary in Minneapolis provides prayers and laments to 
share with those suffering from various afflictions.

Charles W. Gusmer, And You Visited Me: Sacramental Ministry to the Sick and Dying, New York, 
Pueblo Publishing Company, 1984. 

This is a Roman Catholic perspective on the ministry of healing. Gusmer gives a history of 
healing in the church, goes through the current Roman Catholic rites of healing, and then gives a 
pastoral/theological perspective on illness and healing ministry. 

--Don Nevile Chair, Committee on Worship and the Arts



Behold the Lord, 
Transfigured

May be sung to LBW 412, LBW 515 or any tune 
with meter of 7676D

Behold the Lord, transfigured,
    In garments shining bright.
The three disciples with Him
    Kneel awestruck at the sight!
With Moses and Elijah,
    The prophets known of old,
He speaks, within this vision,
    Of things as yet untold.

"This is My Son, beloved,"
    A heav'nly voice declare;
"Accept His holy message
    For you in love prepared."
Within this sacred framework,
    Mysteriously revealed,
They glimpse the greater glory
    His heav'nly mission sealed.

O Lord, most blessed Savior,
    This sight we cannot bear;
Withhold from us in wisdom
    All that we cannot share;
But help us to remember,
    When fear and doubt assails,
That You are ever with us,
    That Your love never fails!

Together with the prophets
    We too confess You, Lord;
Our lives, in true allegiance,
    Bear witness to Your Word.
The task You set before us
    We gladly claim our own"
To bring the lost redemption
    Before Your glorious throne.

--Barbara Adam, Swift Current, SK

Humour and Bulletin 
Cutes

The Value of Celebrating 
"The Lessers"

The calendar of Lutheran Book of Worship
indicates that if a so-called "lesser festival" falls 
on a Sunday on which the color would ordinarily 
be green, it is to be celebrated rather than the 
ordinary Sunday (LBW, Ministers Desk Edition,
page 14). Most of the lesser festivals 
commemorate apostles and witness of the New 
Testament period. They are meant to remind us 
that we belong to the apostolic church. Scripture 
and tradition are the elements in the Christian 
Church which are always giving a vote on any 
decision in regard to the expression of Christianity 
to our forebears in faith. It is not just what people 
in a particular time and place think that counts for 
we are exhorted "to contend for the faith that was 
once for all entrusted to the saints". (Jude 3)

In the Bible the word saint refers to a member of 
the holy people of God. The English word saint 
comes from the Latin sanctus, which means holy. 
It also came into use as a title for those who were 
recognized as particularly exemplary in faith and 
life. Philip H. Pfatteicher, in his book festivals and 
commemorations, points out that the Lutheran 
confessions use the term both ways. The Augsburg 
Confession, article 8, says: "…the Christian 
church…is nothing else than the assembly of all 
believers and saints". Article 21 uses the term in 
the more specialized way, "…the saints should be 
kept in remembrance so that our faith may be 
strengthened." Article 21 of the Apology teaches 
three ways the saints are honoured: thanksgiving 
for their lives, having our own faith strengthened 
by God's grace, and by imitating their faith and 
virtues. Death does not end faith, as we read of 
Abel in Hebrews 11:4, "he died, but through his 
faith he still speaks". If such faith is still to speak 
among us we may be glad to honour such 
witnesses and hear them as we have opportunity 
and not act as though they are of no account.

Usually, the day of a saint does not recall their 
earthly birthday, but the day of death (especially 
that of a martyr), the natalitia, the day of their 
birth into heaven. This is also of interest within a 
culture which is as deeply death-denying as ours 
which prefers to forget the dead and give them no 
voice.



● Photons have mass? I didn't even know 
they were Catholic! 

● As long as there are exams, there will be 
prayer in public schools. 

● On a tombstone: "Here lies an atheist-all 
dressed up and no place to go." 

● Adam to Eve: "I'll wear the plants in this 
family!"

● Faithful disciples get lousy pay, but their 
retirement plan is out of this world. 

● A good sermon should have a good 
beginning and a good ending. These should 
be as close together as possible. 

● Wouldn't it be wonderful if there were a 
delicious, "all-natural" food that is 
nutritious, fat-free, has no cholesterol, and 
promotes good health? There is! You'll find 
it described in Galatians 5:22-23-the "fruit 
of the Spirit". This fruit is wholesome and 
beneficial-and it's even better when shared! 

May today there be peace within you. May you 
trust God that you are exactly where you are 
meant to be.
"I believe that friends are quiet angels who lift us 
to our feet when our wings have trouble 
remembering how to fly."

Four lesser festivals will be observed on Sundays 
in the coming months. 

● June 29 honours the apostles Peter and 
Paul. It is quite overwhelming to recall the 
ministries of these two individuals 
embraced both Jews and Gentiles 
throughout the known world. Much of their 
story is know from the New Testament and 
according to tradition they both were put to 
death in Rome by Emperor Nero in the 
early sixties. This day has been celebrated 
since at least the year 258 and likely marks 
the day their bodies were moved from 
tombs on the Appian Way to churches built 
to honour them in Rome. 

● August 24 is the Day of St. Bartholomew. 
Bartholomew is named as a disciple by 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, but the list in 
John names Nathaniel instead. It has been 
assumed that the same person is named but 
Bartholomew may be a version of the 
Aramaic for "son of Tolmai" (Bar-Tolmai). 
This date later became infamous for the 
assassination of perhaps as many as 30,000 
Protestants in France on St. Bartholomew's 
Day, 1572. 

● September 14 is Holy Cross Day. It 
originates in a commemoration of the 
finding of the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified in Palestine. It was said to have 
been discovered during excavations for a 
church to be built on the supposed site of 
the sepulchre of Christ. Constantine, the 
first Christian emperor of Rome, was 
building the church around the year 335. 

● September 21 is the day of the apostle and 
evangelist Matthew. In the synoptics, 
Matthew is likely the tax collector in 
Capernaum called Levi who was converted 
by Jesus. Some suspect that Levi was his 
original name and he was called Matthew 
(Hebrew for "Gift of God") after he 
became Jesus' disciple. There is a 
particularly fine emphasis for Lutherans on 
this festival; on St. Matthew's Day, 1522, 
Luther published his translation of the New 
Testament into German. 
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--Submitted by Pastor Richard Stetson


