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The Art of Christianity

(part 2)

(This is the conclusion of an article 
published in the Summer 2003 issue 
of Adoramus. Ed.)

--Submitted by Colleen McGinnis

In 726, development in Christian 
painting and sculpture hit a bump in 
the road which lasted more than a 
hundred years. An imperial edict was 
put into force, which prohibited 
religious images. The government of 
the day insisted on interpreting the 
“graven image” rule literally, and 
tried to restrict art to abstract 
symbols, plants, or animals. Up to 
this time, Catholicism and the 
Orthodox faith had managed to co-
exist. But no longer. This controversy 
came firmly between them. Although 
religious art suffered a major setback 
during this time, it did not die, and 
after 843 it made a rapid comeback. 
In fact, illuminated texts began 
featuring characters from the Bible in 
as lush a fashion as the Classic style, 
which had been abandoned when the 
“graven image” dispute first began. 
Artists began showing an interest in 
the physical motion of the body, and 

Leadership Program for 
Musicians

LPM is a two-year class curriculum 
devoted to musicians, clergy, and 
worship
leaders seeking instruction in basic 
skills of designing and leading 
liturgical worship and music.

Open to all denominations, the 
program gathers participants each 
year to study three courses and an 
ongoing course in philosophy of 
Church Music. These courses include: 
Leadership of Congregational Song, 
The Hymnody of the Christian 
Church, Liturgy and Music, Principles 
of Choral Leadership, Teaching New 
Music, and Resources for an Effective 
Music Ministry.

Eight weekends are planned each 
year: six Saturdays and two Friday 
evening/Saturday double sessions to 
conplete the courses in two years. 
The site will be the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 40 Holmes St., Red 
Deer (403/340-1022). Classes will 
begin September of 2003, and will be 
scheduled approximately once a 
month from September to May.

Dates are as follows: Sept. 12/13, 
Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Dec. 6, Feb. 7, Mar. 
6, Apr.17, May 7/8. The Friday 
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Frescos began appearing with Christ 
and other Bible characters moving 
freely within the story they were 
telling. Icons, smaller paintings or 
mosaics meant for use in Christian 
devotions, were held in high regard. 
By 1400 A.D., along with the 
Orthodox faith, the painting of icons 
had spread as far as Russia, where it 
was embraced with much fervour.

All this action took place, generally, 
in what we know as the Roman 
Empire. But the rest of the Christian 
artistic world was not sitting idly by.

The Irish had never been part of the 
Roman empire, so when they 
embraced Christianity beginning in 
about 600 A.D., their religious 
artistry simply expanded upon their 
own unique artistic style. Through the 
establishment of monasteries, the 
Irish introduced Christianity to 
Scotland, northern France, the 
Netherlands, and Germany. But in 
order to spread the Word of God, 
they had to produce many copies of 
the Bible and other Christian writings. 
Enter the Monastery as a centre of 
learning and the arts. They expended 
great effort to produce these sacred 
objects so that the importance of the 
contents was reflected in the artistry 
of the intricate geometric decoration. 

The French, under the rule of 
Charlemagne in 800 A.D., while re-
introducing the Classic style of 
portraiture and reinterpreting the 
earlier domed architecture, also 
busied themselves in collecting and 
copying ancient Roman literature. 
The Times New Roman font on your 
computer is a descendent of the 
lettering style used by these French 
artists.

Beginning in 900 A.D. German artists 
introduced bold, large-scale 
sculptural images, and metalworkers 
produced richly sculptured bronze 
doors to enhance their Cathedrals. 

sessions are from 7- 9 pm, Saturdays 
are held from 9:30am - 3:30pm. 
Lunch is provided for the Saturday 
sessions. Billeting will be arranged for 
Friday evenings if needed. The cost 
for the entire first year is $500. 
Please enquire about costs for single 
courses. Church councils may want to 
consider adding this amount of 
support into church budgets for the 
next two years in order to help your 
musicians to be involved. 

We invite 
those who 
lead worship 
in the 
congregation
to take the 
challenge and 
join
colleagues
who want to 
build the 
Body of 
Christ as they 
learn how to 
be better leaders in music and 
liturgy.

Registration can be sent to: 
Leadership Program for Musicians
c/o Sharon Villetard 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
10014 - 81 Ave, 
Edmonton, AB, T6E 1W8

For more information contact: 
Dr. Joy Berg 
(780)993-5519
dr.joy.berg@telusplanet.net
or
Bev Chappell 
(780)582-3586
bchappell@brrd.ab.ca
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Tall, graceful towers began appearing 
not only on German churches, but 
also throughout England, France, and 
Italy.

As Christianity grew older, people 
traveled more, experienced more, 
and the world began to get smaller. 
Influences from times past and from 
artists in other locations were 
incorporated into works of the 
present. Irish interlocking design-
work began showing up in French 
sculpture. In Germany, ancient 
mythological creatures adorned 
bronze water ewers used for the 
ritual washing of the priest’s hands 
during Mass. And, the very style of 
sculpture that was banned in the 
Roman State a thousand years earlier 
was embraced in Italy and beyond.

Artists absorbed those influences, 
adapted them, and used them to 
create new and progressive works 
that reflected the growth not only in 
Christianity, but also in themselves. 
And so it went. Romanesque (1050-
1200), Gothic (1200-1600), Baroque 
(1600-1800)…all the way to present 
day. Artists, in their efforts to portray 
the glory, the mystery, and the 
wonder of God, still struggle with the 
immensity of the task. And, we’ve 
had close to 2000 years of additional 
experience! What has gone before is 
still revered and continues to 
influence and inspire what is created 
today…In a recent address at a music 
conference, contemporary hymn 
writer, Marty Haugen, described the 
continuing use of the liturgy in our 
church as “putting on the cloak of our 
ancestors.” It is a comforting thing to 
do and I believe it is the same for the 
Christian artist. We honour our past, 
celebrate the present, and look 
forward to the future with 
anticipation. May God go with us.

Return to Contents

One Sentence Sermons

1. Be Fishers of Men…You catch 
'em, He'll clean 'em.

2. A family altar can alter a 
family.

3. Exercise daily. Walk with the 
Lord!

4. Give God what's right, not 
what's left!

5. Having truth decay? Brush up 
on your Bible!

6. He who kneels before God can 
stand before anyone! 
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Worship: Getting Back to 
Sabbath Rest!

--Submitted by Rolf Nosterud

Blessed are those who live in Your 
House, ever singing Your praise . . . 
They go from strength to strength . . 

. for a day in Your courts is better 
than a thousand anywhere else. 

Psalm 84: 5, 7, 10

Many occasional church attendees tell 
me that Sunday is the only day they 
get to "rest" at home-to sleep in after 
a busy week and just veg.

I'm not surprised. They're bound to 
burn-out given the pace of life most 
people are pushing in order to feel 
"successful". The media also 
bombards us with so many options, 
we're perpetually anxious that we 
may be missing out on something 
good. So we make room in our life for 
more and more. It's cultural 
entrapment-part of the design of 
today's consumer economy. Keep us 
buying, keep us in debt, and keep us 
busy so we don't have time to realize 
the insanity of our lives.

How long will we go on allowing trite 
subliminal messages to decide daily 
priorities? It's time to take charge of 
who we allow to direct our lives. Shall 
it be those who design media 
propaganda for corporate interests or 
shall it be the Lord who has our best 
interest at heart? God cares about us 
because God made us in His image 
and redeemed us to be His children.

Jesus taught us to call God "Our 
Father". He helped us see the place 
of worship as sanctuary away from 
the daily commerce and shallowness 
of this greedy world culture. He calls 
us to experience a true Sabbath rest. 
It reminds us of Paul's edict in 
Romans 12:1 "Don't let the world 

THE CHURCH YEAR

--submitted by Lawrence Likness

You are probably aware that 
beginning in December we enter the 
Season of Advent, which marks the 
beginning of the Church Year. The 
Church Year does not follow the 
secular calendar.

Lutherans have generally followed 
the historic pattern of the Church 
Year, which reached its present form 
in the 14th century. One good reason 
for following the Church Year is that 
we have the opportunity to review 
the whole of Christ's life and 
teachings during the period of one 
year. It also keeps us focused on 
almost all the important teachings of 
the Christian faith as we make our 
yearly journey. Finally, it is a 
discipline for the preacher to be 
faithful to the whole Gospel as he/she 
preaches on the assigned lessons for 
each Sunday and festival of the 
Church year. 

The Church Year is divided into 
seasons. The first half of the year, 
which is referred to as the festival 
half, includes Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent and Easter. During 
this half of the Church year we 
summarize and emphasize the life 
and work of Jesus. The second half, 
referred to as the non-festival half, is 
basically the Season of Pentecost, a 
time to be reminded of the teachings 
of Jesus and their application to our 
lives today. 

Advent:
The Church Year begins with 
Advent, the four Sundays 
before Christmas. In Advent we 
prepare ourselves for the 
coming of the Saviour, both in 
his first coming and his Second 
Coming at the end of time. The 
colour of the season is blue,
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squeeze you into its mold" (J. B. 
Phillip's paraphrase).

In her book Keeping the Sabbath 
Wholly, Marva Dawn helps us see 
that entering a day of Sabbath rest is 
a 24-hour process of leaving our busy 
world for a "foretaste" of a different 
world.

It's a process of ceasing, resting, 
embracing, and feasting. It is really 
learning to "obey a rhythm superior 
to our own".

As in the Jewish Sabbath, we best 
begin the evening before. First we 
cease our work and its related 
worrying about success--our status, 
performance, production, rewards. 
We quit trying to do all and see all. 
We cease possessiveness too-our 
need to own, control, and refine
everything we touch.

After all, God is the owner; we're 
merely passing through. Knowing 
that frees up our time and 
relationships and allows us to just 
"be" with others in the Presence of 
God. One can't rest until one's spirit 
is freed of the chattels that bind us.

To rest is to idle down the whole 
person-our body, heart, mind, and 
soul. We learn to let our future lay in 
the hands of God. It's truly amazing 
how "ceasing everything" relaxes 
physical and social tensions that even 
allow our emotions to rest. This is 
essential in today's frenzied world 
that seeks to get emotions driving 
our choices. Whether one is Hell-bent 
on extremist terrorism or selfish 
indulgence, the motto is "if it feels 
right, do it!"

But Sabbath rest does not mean we 
do nothing. We empty and rest 
ourselves for a purpose. We open 
ourselves up to embrace God in 
God's faith community. Luther said 
that we cease our work so that we 

the symbol of hope.
Christmas

is the time and season when we 
celebrate the birth of our Lord. 
It consists of 12 days ending at 
Epiphany. In the church we try 
to keep the singing of carols 
and Christmas celebration out 
of Advent. Our Christmas 
festivities begin on Christmas 
Eve. The colour is white, which 
is the colour for all festivals of 
our Lord. 

Epiphany
means manifestation or 
revelation and emphasizes the 
way that Christ was made 
known particularly to the 
Gentiles, the non-Jews. The 
festival of the Epiphany of Our 
Lord is always January 6, which 
celebrates the coming of the 
Wisemen (Gentiles) to bring 
homage and gifts to the 
Christchild. It consists of up to 
nine Sundays, depending on 
how early to late Easter is, and 
begins with The Baptism of 
Our Lord and ends with The
Transfiguration of our Lord.
The colour for the Sundays in 
between is green, signifying 
Christian growth.

Lent
begins with Ash Wednesday
(colour of the day is black) and 
is a period of six and one-half 
weeks, totaling 40 days, 
exclusive of Sundays. It is the 
most somber time of year, a 
time for penitence and self-
examination. It concludes with 
Holy Week, in which each day 
has its special theme, including 
Passion Sunday (Palm 
Sunday), Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and The Easter 
Vigil. The colour of the Season 
of Lent is purple, the symbol of 
penitence. (The colour for 
Passion Sunday is scarlet or 
purple, Maundy Thursday is 
scarlet or white, and Good 
Friday has no colour. 
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can let God alone work in us.To 
worship is to enter God's rest where 
we embrace His Word and Sacrament-
only to discover that it is really God 
embracing us! Embrace means 
choosing with commitment. We soon 
see that to embrace God's Sabbath is 
to embrace wholeness.

That leads to celebration. Sabbath 
worship ends in feasting-first with a 
foretaste of the feast to come in the 
Eucharist. But the feasting continues 
with friends, food, and fellowship as 
we live it up in gratitude to a gracious 
God. It's no accident that Christians 
relish in sharing festive potluck 
dinners with the neighborhood; it's a 
sign of gratitude for the restitution 
found in God's Presence. It's about 
folks who've ceased work to embrace 
shalom.

Return to Contents

Easter
of course, celebrates The 
Resurrection of Our Lord and 
consists of seven Sundays, 
which are Sundays of Easter. 
(Actually, every Sunday is a 
celebration of the resurrection.) 
The Ascension of Our Lord
falls on the 40th day, always a 
Thursday. The colour of the 
season is white, the symbol of 
purity and holiness, the colour 
for all festivals of Our Lord.

Pentecost
is the celebration of the 
birthday of the church on the 
Day of Pentecost. It is the third 
major festival of the Church 
Year, the other two being 
Christmas and Easter, and falls 
on the 50th day after Easter. 
The first Sunday after Pentecost 
is the festival of The Holy 
Trinity, and begins the long 
non-festival half of the Church 
Year, the Season of Pentecost, 
which continues right up to the 
Season of Advent. It can be as 
many as 28 Sundays, again, 
depending on how early or late 
Easter is. The emphasis of the 
entire season is on Christian 
growth, the application of the 
teachings of Jesus to our 
Christian lives. The colour for 
the Day of Pentecost is red, the 
symbol of fire and blood, 
reminding us of the martyrs of 
the church. After The Holy 
Trinity (white), the colour of 
the season is green, the 
symbol of life and growth.

I trust that you can see how 
meaningful the journey through the 
Church Year can be for our Christians 
lives and Christian growth, and how 
important it is to keep the emphasis 
of each Sunday intact. It must be a 
very important observance for any 
pastor to deviate from the emphasis 
and lessons of a particular Sunday or 
Festival.
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Of course, there are also a number of 
Minor Festivals that come throughout 
the church year, most of them 
honouring the Apostles, some, other 
special persons, and a few, special 
events.

Each has its own specific day, which 
does not necessarily fall on a Sunday. 
They are only observed if they fall on 
a Sunday during the "green" seasons 
of the year, otherwise, if observed, it 
must be on their own day.


