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The Christian Consumer 
 

As I sit down to write, I am doing so following on the heels of Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday, the two days that North American retailers 
look to for a Christmas sales jump-start. The goods purchased and 
the money spent on those two days is a good indicator of what the 
retail Christmas season will be like. As you will recall, Black Friday 
was black indeed. The main news item of the day was a story out of 
California about a woman who pepper-sprayed some of her fellow-
shoppers in a frenzy to get a particular electronics item that she 

obviously desperately had to have. There apparently were other incidents of shopping 
violence, some gun-related, in other parts of the United States. All of this, mind you, as a 
prelude to Christmas and hardly a display of Christmas spirit. At what point do we 
conclude that rampant consumerism is simply out of control? 
  
I found it interesting, then, that a couple of days later Christianity Today posted a web-
only interview with Laura Hartmann, author of a newly published book called The 
Christian Consumer: Living Faithfully in a Fragile World (Oxford University Press, 2011). 
She opens her book with a vignette from her own life and shopping experience: standing 
frozen in front of a plethora of fresh vegetables, overwhelmed with the choices and the 
moral dilemmas. Where did this come from? How and by whom was this made? Do I 
really need this at all? We live in a time and place where consumption choices are mind-
boggling, but also morally important. 
 
Rather than addressing what is wrong with consumption, Hartmann sets out to lift up 
what good consumption can look like. As people of faith, we take our faith-principles with 
us when we enter the marketplace. A good view of Christian consumption needs four 
distinctives: avoid sin, embrace creation, love the neighbor, and envision the future. 
These four are perspectives, attitudes, habits of faith-informed thought that can become 
habits of action. Hartmann’s basic premise is that Christians have the wherewithal to 
spend time discerning their consumption. She does not make the case for a flat-out “no” 
to consumption, nor a “yes, consume, go for it” free-for-all. Simply stated, Hartmann 
believes we can participate in a reasoned consumption that has us asking, before we 
buy and before we use, “Can I do this and avoid sinning? Will I embrace creation 
through this purchase? How will consuming this product be an act of neighbor-love? 
How will this consumption affect my future, the future of those around me, the future of 
our fragile world?” 
  
Hartmann comments in the interview: “One insight from the Christian tradition is that 
God nourishes us, God blesses us, and God wants us to be blessed. But the same God 
doesn’t require a whole lot of stuff with which to do it. If we can find ways to savour what 
we have and to fulfill our true needs, we’ll find ourselves less greedy. In some ways, this 
is the tragedy of consumerism: the consumerist culture recognizes that we’re all needy 
but tries to fill it with the wrong stuff.” 
 
The consumer culture is not going away any time soon. As Christians, though, we can 
learn to practice discernment in our own consumption, and possibly even some self-
restraint. Perhaps then there will be no need for pepper-spray when we go to Best Buy 
or Future Shop.  

By Bishop Ronald B. Mayan 
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Around the 
Synod 

 

 
 
Coming Events 

The Transformers 
 

The 2012 Church Council Workshop 
will be held March 17 at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Red 
Deer, Alta. It’s packed with eight 
informative workshops, inspiring 
worship, helpful connections and good 
food. Congregational councillors and all 
church leaders are welcome. Rev. Dr. 
Gordon Jensen of Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Saskatoon, will speak on being “Transformed by 
Grace”. What difference can we make in the world? Register with 
the synod office at 780-439-3940. 
 

2012 Camp Events 
 

Camp Kuriakos: Winter 2012 Confirmation Retreats: February 24-26; March 2-4; and 
March 16-18. Fees are $90.00 plus tax. Contact the camp at 403-746-2702, email 
info@kuriakos.ab.ca or go to their website at www.kuriakos.ab.ca for registration details. 
 

Mulhurst Camp: Winter 2012 Confirmation Retreat: March 2-4. It’s not too late to call 
Linda at the camp office, 780-389-4355 and reserve your spot for this weekend of study 
time and fun time. 
 

Hastings Lake: Fund raising concerts sponsored by Faith Life Financial will be held 
February 19, 2:30 pm at Messiah in Camrose featuring the “Revive Gospel Singers”, and 
on March 4, 2:30 pm at Hope in Edmonton featuring “Potter’s Clay”. All donations will be 
used for various maintenance and capital projects at the Camp. Phone 780-662-2557. 
 
Thriving at Any Age – Alberta Pastoral Care Association Conference 
 

Of particular interest to chaplains, social workers, care givers, volunteers and health 
care workers, this conference featuring Dr. Nancy Kehoe of Harvard University will take 
place April 16 and 17 at the Norsemen Inn in Camrose, Alta. Dr. Kehoe is a pioneer in 
the field of mental health, addressing the spiritual needs of those with mental illness, and 
is passionately committed to the role of spiritual health through all the stages of life.  
For more information contact Rev. Norman Lentz at 780-679-1013. 
 
Be a Turtle. Make a Difference. Tell the Story. 
 

A turtle must stick out its neck to move forward! Turtle Awards go to those creative and 
enthusiastic people and ministries who live out the call of Christ in remarkable ways and 
inspire us to do the same. Go to https://turtleawards.ideascale.com/ to nominate 
someone or a group of people in the Synod of Alberta and the Territories who have 
stuck out their necks to reach out to their neighbour or develop a new ministry. Or vote 
for other nominees! Turtle Awards will be announced on May 26, 2012 at the 14th 
Biennial Synod Convention May 24-27 at Augustana University College in Camrose. 
 

St. Albert Lutheran Church received the Turtle Award at the 2010 synod convention. 
Since 2004, they have acted as the hands and feet of Christ with their ministry of food 
and pastoral care for homeless people and sex-trade workers in the Edmonton area. 
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Ecumenical Action: 
 

Upcoming Event … 
 

Changing the Conversation: A Third Way for Congregations – May 8 – 10, 2012 
The 5th Western Canada Spring Training Institute for Church Leaders 
 

A good part of what leaders do is shape the agenda for congregational conversation and 
action. In this seminar, the Rev. Anthony B. Robinson, church leadership consultant and 
Alban Institute author, will focus on a series of crucial conversations that congregations 
need to engage, in order to effectively respond to our postmodern culture and its 
challenges.    Location: Providence Renewal Centre, 3005 – 119 Street, Edmonton, AB 
For more information: www.conciliationservices.ca  
 
Past Event … 
 

Borg and Crossan: Speaking and Praying Christian in Edmonton 
 

In September of 2011, 
noted U.S. scholars 
Marcus J. Borg (photo 
right) and John Dominic 
Crossan (left) spoke to a 
gathering of people from 
Anglican, United, Catholic, 
Moravian, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, Mennonite, and 
Community in Christ 
congregations. Borg 
opened the session with a 
prayer of Saint Augustine: 
“O God, from whom to be 
turned is to fall; to whom to 

be turned is to rise; and in whom to stand is to abide forever …” He began his lecture by 
saying, “Religions, in an important respect, are like languages. To be part of a religion 
includes using, hearing and understanding that religion’s language.” The problem is that 
for many people in our time, Christian language is becoming an increasingly unfamiliar 
language. In recent decades more people have grown up unchurched. Today, many 
people under 40 have no experience of Sunday school or church, which creates a void 
in religious knowledge and understanding. Borg went on to explore various interpreta-
tions of biblical language, stressing the importance of reclaiming Christianity’s message. 

“Do not confuse asking questions with doubt. You stop 
living if you stop questioning.” John Dominic Crossan 

 

John Dominic Crossan discussed the “greatest prayer”. “What is extraordinary about the 
Lord’s Prayer,” he said, “is that it comes from the beating heart of Judaism, on the lips of 
Christianity, for the conscience of the world.” It is a classic example of biblical poetry, not 
in rhyme, but in structure. There is a balance between “divinity” and “humanity” within 
the prayer – on “earth” as it is in “heaven”. One cannot exist without the other. The 
prayer focuses equally on the “name, kingdom, and will” of God in a crescendo format so 
that God’s name is holy when God’s kingdom is present so that God’s will is done. The 
same format exists in the humanity part of the prayer - “bread, debt and temptation”. 
Crossan continued with an exploration of ancient vs. modern biblical language. Of the 
prayer he said, “This is beautiful poetry and profound theology.”

By Colleen McGinnis 
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Rolling Out the Red Carpet 
 

Fort McMurray, Alta., congregation hosts international visitors. 
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Left to Right: Pastor Susan Horton, Christ the King, Fort McMurray; William Stanley, India, IRDWSI 
(Integrated Rural Development of Weaker Section in India); Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing, Chicago, 
Lutheran School of Theology; Dr. Rogate Mshana, Tanzania, director, World Council of Churches; 
Elvira Gombocz, Hungary, Lutheran Theological University; Sara Stratton, Canada, KAIROS; Franklin 
Canelos, Ecuador, Latin American Council of Churches; Rev. Kathleen Stone, New York, Church 
Center for the United Nations; Peter Pavlovic, Brussels, Conference of European Churches; Seta 
Margossian-Hadeshian, Lebanon, Middle East Council of Churches; and lower right, two special young 
visitors who attended worship. 

 
Sunday, November 6, 2011, Sara Stratton, KAIROS interim manager for the 
sustainability and communications teams, and eight international visitors joined our 
worship at Christ the King Lutheran, Fort McMurray, Alta. The group came to Alberta for 
the North American Forum and Hearings on Poverty, Wealth, and Ecology, November 7- 
11 in Calgary – the last regional gathering of a multi-year study process by the World 
Council of Churches. Their visit to the Fort McMurray oilsands was one of the immersion 
experiences available to participants. 
 
Although we knew a delegation of the World Council of Churches would be visiting Fort 
McMurray, we did not know who those members would be. Our involvement was 
primarily to share our worship experience with them. On Sunday morning, imagine my 
surprise when the first person through the door was the Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing, 
professor of New Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, well known 
in the Alberta Synod for her teaching on the book of Revelation. Had I been preaching 
on Revelation that day, I would surely have quoted her! We also met the Rev. Kathleen 
Stone, a United Methodist Chaplain at the Church Center for the United Nations in New 
York, and a number of people from the World Council of Churches headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Eight other delegation visitors worshipped with Rev. Donalee Williams and the members 
of First United Church. Following our worship services, congregation members and 
visitors met at First United for conversation and a potluck lunch. The delegation then 
moved on to prepare for their tour, which concluded the following day.
By Pastor Susan Horton 
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Teachable Moments 
 “Wanna Be’s” at Trinity, Brooks, Alta., learn to FROG – fully rely on God. 
 

The “Wanna Be’s” go on a campout 
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Fourteen years ago Linda and Greg Toma saw a need at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Brooks, Alta. To fill that need, the couple developed a “Wanna Be’s” program for grade 
4, 5 and 6 students. The ultimate goal was to teach children about faith, Jesus, and their 
walk with God. For the first five years the group gathered every Friday evening in the 
social hall at the church. After that they met twice a month.  
 
The children came from a variety of backgrounds, one-third being members of Trinity, 
one-third from other churches, and one-third with no church affiliation. The Tomas would 
see an average of 50 different students throughout the year, with 15 to 20 regularly 
attending the Friday sessions. 
 
Each evening began with a game, followed by a lesson that related to it. After the game 
and lesson was snack time – always popular! Then there was sharing time, and prayer 
time, where the children prayed about anything that concerned them. 
 
The Tomas encouraged service to others. The group made a quilt for the Women’s 
Shelter and collected food for the Food Bank. Other activities involved the help of 
community groups or congregation members, such as the creation of a live nativity 
scene, or a presentation from the pet store on caring for animals. They participated in a 
senior’s day, toured the fire hall, and had fun at skating parties and scavenger hunts. To 
celebrate the World Day of Prayer, they did a prayer walk, stopping in front of the RCMP 
station, the women’s shelter and a medical clinic to pray for the workers in these places. 
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Linda and Greg Toma 
Trinity, Brooks, Wanna Be’s program

Linda spent two weeks each summer 
preparing lessons, games and crafts, which 
were distributed to the people who came to 
help. Her creativity shone through events 
such an excursion to the local historical 
aqueduct where the lesson was connected 
to early Christians in Rome. A theme was 
developed for each year and related 
acronyms were used such as; FROG – 
Fully Rely On God; DOG – Depend On 
God; and GEM – God Encourages Me.  
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Recently, Linda and Greg have decided to 
turn this important ministry over to others. 
The Wanna Be’s are now in the hands of 
new and capable leadership, but this 
program would never have come into 
existence without the dedication of this 
extraordinary husband and wife team. 
Trinity Lutheran is grateful for the Toma’s 
ministry and for their many years of service. 
 
By Elsa Hendricksen, Trinity Lutheran, Brooks 

It’s going to be a good one! 
 
 
 

Along with guest speaker Karen Wilk, author of “Don’t Invite Them to Church”: 
Moving from a Come and See to a Go and Be Church”,  we can look forward to 

meeting our Companion Synod’s Bishop, Eduardo Martinez, his spouse, 
Yamille, and Zulma Ojeda, principal  of the Sogamoso Lutheran School. 

 
 
 

Bishop Susan Johnson will roll out the structural renewal model for the ELCIC. 
We will pray and worship, and we’ll hear stories of people who have made 

Jesus first in their lives at the I Am Second mini-theatre. 
 

Don’t miss it.    Register now.    www.albertasynod.ca 
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From the Pew 
 

We are accustomed to messages and stories being delivered from the pulpit. In 
this section of “Celebrations” you will read words belonging to people who sit in the 
pews. Over time, stories will be collected from churches throughout our Synod. They 
may tell of personal faith journeys or memorable experiences from the present or past – 
something uplifting, something funny or something sad. Here, Karlie Thurn of Lord of All, 
Strathmore, Alberta tells how she and her youth group turned a dream into reality. 
 
Karlie Thurn: “Look out … here we come!” 
 
I am a youth, part of a group called The Third, from Lord of All Lutheran Church in 
Strathmore, Alberta … a small congregation with big plans for the future, and continuous 
dreams. 
 
For a number of years, we, the youth, have helped with the Vacation Bible Camp at our 
church. We have helped in the classrooms, sang songs, served snacks, and shared 
God's message. 

 
After VBC last year, a 
couple of us got 
together and lit a 
spark. A mission. That 
was our dream, to go 
out of our church, away 
from our town and 
community, and to do 
something to serve 
others. 
 
Nothing is a cakewalk, 
and there were 
constant roadblocks 
along the way. After 
being turned down by 
larger mission groups, 
we decided to go on by 
ourselves. 

 
Having received an 
invitation, we set off to 

Grace Lutheran in Edson. A 15-passenger van, filled with 5 youth, 4 adults, 3 children, 1 
guitar, curriculum, craft supplies and a burning passion. What an adventure! We had an 
amazing week working together and growing in our own faith through the children. We 
came back a changed group. 

 
   Kurtis McConnell (left) and Karlie Thurn (right) teaching the 
   children about what life was like for Jesus as a young boy. 
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I started this off with the name of our group, The Third. You might wonder why that 
name, but for us it is perfect. We labor to put God first, others second, and ourselves 
third … to constantly work to be selfless. 
 
I would really like to thank Grace Lutheran for opening their doors to us. They had no 
idea what they were taking in, yet they had faith, not only in us, but that God would make 
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it all work. For us they simply helped make the 
impossible, possible. Another word of thanks, and a 
huge one, needs to go to the people of Lord of All who 
supported us from that little spark to the end, and 
continue to even now. We thank you for your prayers 
and encouragement. 
 
In closing I have one thing for you to ponder – 1 Timothy 
4:12.  "Do not let anyone look down upon you for being 
young, but send an example for the believers in speech, 
in conduct, in love, and in purity."  I hope that I have 
showed others how unstoppable the youth of today are. 
So look out, here we come! 

 

Erika Thurn, making a shopping 
basket so she can go shopping 
in the market place at Nazareth.

 
By Karlie Thurn, Lord of All, Strathmore, AB 
 
An Adult’s Reflection … 

 
 

“The Third” with the VBC group in Edson, AB

 

The week spent traveling and 
teaching with the youth of Lord 
of All was a powerful 
experience for us all. These 
youth led devotions in the group 
every evening, taught, did 
maintenance at the church, and 
generally represented Christ in 
so many powerful ways. From 
preparing crafts and lessons, to 
organizing, cooking and serving 
meals, to raising the funding to 
go on this trip, all of this came 
from the youth, with support 
from our youth leaders.   
 
It is said that there is a mission field right in our own backyards, and this trip certainly 
proved that to be true. The youth identified something they could do, that needed to be 
done, and they arose and accomplished it. Already plans are being made for a trip next 
summer, and there are more youth wanting to come and be a part of The Third’s 
ministry.   
 

 
An Observation: 
 

 Parenthood … 
 

    where one participates 
  in the unfolding of 
miracles.  
 
Pastor Tim Wray,  St. Peters, Millet 

Not only did we provide a wonderful blessing 
to the church and people of Edson, as a 
group, the 12 that traveled together grew in 
Christ, grew closer as a team, and gained 
firsthand experience of what it means to be 
disciples in mission for others. And we, as a 
congregation at Lord of All, will continue to 
support their motivation and mission as our 
senior youth grow in faith and lives focused 
on mission for Christ … AMEN! 
 
By Pastor Dawn Nelson, Strathmore, AB
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Winter Retreat for Young Adults January 20 – 22, 2012 
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Augustana Campus, the University of Alberta (north campus), and the University of 
Calgary take turns hosting, planning, and leading the annual Winter Retreat. We meet at 
Camp Kuriakos on a weekend towards the end of January. Most often we have chosen a 
weekend that displays blizzard conditions and deep-freeze temperatures. This never 
seems to dampen the students’ spirits. They enjoy skating and cross-country skiing on 
the lake, tobogganing down the hill on cafeteria trays, and the sauna (which they lovingly 
prepare all day Saturday so that it is ready for use following Evening Prayer.) 
 

This year Augustana Campus was the host. We 
arrived with students and luggage and guitars and 
boxes of food, partially prepared in our cafeteria: a 
huge roast and lots of local vegetables for the feast 
on Saturday evening, 20 litres of milk, pancake flour 
and sausages and soup and bread and, the most 
important food group, huge Augustana cookies. The 
guest presenter was Tim Wray, pastor from Millet. 
The topic: Awkward Conversations: God’s Community 
Development Tool. Forty-two students and leaders 
attended, including Tim’s family.  
 

Many faces were familiar from previous winter retreats and others we got to know in the 
kitchen as we made dozens of bagels for our evening snack. We have learned that key 
to a great retreat is good food. Music and worship and time for deep conversations and 
little sleep and laughter and games are also important parts of this annual retreat. Pastor 
Tim challenged us to enter into awkward conversations and situations because God is 
present in those interactions. We began the Sabbath with Holy Communion followed by 
a group photo and brunch. We cleaned the camp, packed lunches with the leftovers, bid 
one another farewell and had a sleepy, quiet trip back home with minds and hearts full of 
memories. 
 
By Robyn Simpson-Mohr, Assistant for Chaplaincy, Augustana Campus, U of A

  “Celebrations” – Winter 2012 10



Building Homes and Relationships in El Salvador 
with Habitat for Humanity 

 
Griselda, a lady small in stature but giant in 
spirit, welcomed the Edmonton Habitat Global 
Village team of 16 for the fourth time to the San 
Vicente affiliate in El Salvador. She is the 
director of the San Vicente agency, whose goal 
is to build homes for local families living in sub-
standard housing.  
 
El Salvador is the most vulnerable country in 
the world to natural disasters. To give an 
indication of the need for safe housing in El 
Salvador, there is an estimated deficit of 
500,000 homes, impacting the lives of 2.5 
million Salvadorans or 40% of the population. 
The goal of Habitat El Salvador is to build 4,000 
homes per year. The Habitat homes built here 
have proven to withstand earthquakes and 
floods. 
 
Habitat homes are concrete block construction, 
with tile floors and a metal roof. Once a family is 
approved to work with Habitat, they choose a 
one, two or three-bedroom floor plan. The 

house may or may not have a bathroom. The family needs to own the land and have 
means to pay a manageable, low interest mortgage. A one-bedroom home with no 
bathroom is about 250 sq. ft and costs $3,500. A three-bedroom home with a bathroom 
is 450 sq. ft. and costs close to $8,000. The average worker earns $100 per month, so 
home ownership is a big financial commitment!  

P
ho

to
 b

y 
S

us
an

 G
re

en
 

 
The village of Guadalupe was the site of the “Navidad en Accion “ or “Christmas in 
Action” blitz build we participated in at the end of November. Many families are still living 
in temporary housing (shacks) since 
Hurricane Ida in 2009. This area was also 
affected by the earthquake in 2001 and 
most recently by floods and mud slides. 
The lives of six families in the village of 
Guadalupe will be changed forever 
because of this blitz build.  
 
In November 2011, three international 
teams from Canada and Salvadoran 
volunteers (including college and school-
age youth) traveled in buses and vans 
around the base of the local volcano, 
Chinchontepek, to reach Guadalupe each day. We wove around corn and beans that 
had been spread on the road to dry and shared the road with teams of oxen. Guadalupe 
was a picturesque town with murals on the homes, painted by the young people. Many 
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people earned their livelihood by 
picking coffee beans on the coffee 
plantations in the surrounding 
volcanic hills for about $5 per day.  

New Conductor: Concordia Symphony Orchestra 
 
Dr. Joy Berg, associate professor at Concordia University College of Alberta 
(Edmonton) and member of Ascension Lutheran Church, Edmonton, is choral 
conductor for the three Concordia choirs and has recently taken on the position of 
Conductor of the Concordia Symphony Orchestra. Her debut performance will be 
Sunday, February 26 at 2:00 p.m. in the Robert Tegler Student Centre on the 
Concordia campus at 73 Street south of 112 Avenue.  Rev. Lorne Manweiler of 

Wetaskiwin will be guest organ soloist 
and Alfredo Villanueva will assist from the
podium. The program will include 
compositions by Estacio, Brahms and 
Saint Saens. 
 

Dr. Berg says, “It is an honour to conduct
this very fine community orchestra, and  
they are helping me to learn! There are 
differences between choral conducting 
and orchestral conducting, and it's  
exciting to begin to learn the differences.”
 

Adult tickets are $12.00; senior and  
students are $10.00. Tickets are available
at the door, or from the Concordia 
Student Accounts office at 780-479-9313.

 
Although El Salvador suffers from 
natural disasters and violence, we 
were often reminded of the words of 
a Habitat staff member who said, 
“El Salvador is one of the happiest 
places on earth.” Now that we have 
returned to Edmonton and look at 
our pictures, we know that is true, 
because the faces radiate this 

happiness. We were welcomed with joy each day by the families and masons.  
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The Salvadorans we met were eager to share their Christian faith. We communicated in 
words and other expressions that we were a blessing to each other. The families 
expressed appreciation that we had left the comfort of our homes to help them. For us it 
is not a sacrifice but a choice – a choice to show our compassion and connectedness in 
a concrete way. Habitat El Salvador is not just building homes; it is building community, 
security and hope.  
 
By Karen Peterson, Rosanne Thede and Susan Green 
Reprinted from Social Justice News – North 
 

 

“Joy” Berg … 
Filled with life,  
laughter and the love of music. 
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Pastor David Pettersen - Urban Missionary in Edmonton 

 
In the words of South African missiologist David Bosch; “It is not the church which 
undertakes mission; it is the missio Dei which constitutes the church.”  Too often we 
assume that the primary activity of God is in the church, rather than recognizing that 
God’s primary activity is in the world, and the church is God’s instrument sent into the 
world to participate in His redemptive mission. 

 

As I reflected on the current situation that mainline 
churches face today, I began to consider another 
option for ministry … an experimental ministry that 
embraces the concept of sending as recorded in Luke’s 
Gospel, and which is later copied in Acts. The purpose 
of this experimental ministry is not to establish a new 
church or develop a multi-site ministry or even set up a 
house church. Rather it is to bring the dialogue into the 
neighbourhood. The mission is ultimately the mission of 
God, who has sent the Son, who has sent the Spirit, 
who has sent the disciples … 
 

And so, on Sunday, January 15 at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, in Edmonton, I was commissioned as an 
Urban Missionary. This "Experimental Ministry" of the 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories will send me into 
the neighborhoods west and south of the Anthony 
Henday to engage people in discussions on faith, life, 
meaning, hope and ... pick your topic! The purpose of 

this ministry is to be a presence and a means to engage the people living, working, and 
going to school in these neighborhoods with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the mission 
of God.  
 

I am thrilled that my "home" church will remain Our Savior, allowing me to continue to 
partner in unique ways with them in this adventure. I look forward to exploring what it 
means to join God in the Neighbourhood. 

 

   L to R: Pastor Phil Penrod, Our Savior; Pastor David Petterson, Urban Missionary; and 
   Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Assistant to the Bishop 
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By Pastor David Pettersen  

  “Celebrations” – Winter 2012 13



An Easter Vigil Primer  
 

 
With the season of Lent and Easter approaching, as well as the 11th year of full 
communion between Lutherans and Anglicans, we can turn our thoughts to this 
most holy season through the 2011 experience of Robyn Simpson-Mohr in an 
article written for The Messenger, an Anglican diocesan newspaper. 

 
I am writing from the midst of the great 50 
days of Easter, filled with vivid memories 
of our ecumenical Easter Vigil, hosted on 
the Augustana Campus together with St. 
Andrew’s Anglican Parish, Camrose 
United Church, Bethel Lutheran and 
Messiah Lutheran Churches and 
Augustana Chaplaincy. We entered the 
dark Chapel with the new fire and sang 
the Easter Proclamation: “Let the place 
resound with joy, echoing the mighty song 
of all God’s people.” And the large 
assembly responded with “This is the 
night! Jesus Christ is risen!” 
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For me, this wonderful co-celebration is 
most tangible as we sit together, ministers 
and lay people, to plan the Vigil of Easter. 
Side by side we discuss each part of this 
night, the words and movement for the 
service of light, the service of readings, 
the service of Baptism and the service of 
Holy Communion. Are we unified in our 
opinions? Not always. And as we become 
more familiar with one another our 
specificities become more apparent. 
Words and hymns and actions and habits 
differ from one worshipping community to 
another. How do we worship together, 
celebrate this night of nights together, 
without losing who we are and our own 
expression? We share the prayers, story 
telling, words at the font, presiding at the 
table and the music. In the end, we are 
enriched by this ecumenical gathering and 

the gifts offered by each member of each community. Thanks be to God for our 
disparate voices, for in this ecumenism we are shaped. 
 

Each year I invite the students to the Vigil of Easter: “This is the night! You won’t want to 
miss it.” I know that they will witness in fire and water and story and song and feasting 
that Christ is risen! Alleluia! And they will see ecumenism enfleshed –  alive and creative 
and different and familiar – for they, too, have been shaped by the conversation and the 
struggles to be an inclusive and welcoming community of faith. Thanks be to God! 
 
 

By Robyn Simpson-Mohr, Assistant for Chaplaincy, Augustana Campus, U of A 
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A Day to Remember at St. Peter’s, Millet 
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What did the people say?  ”Encouraging … Heart warming … Inspiring … Tear filled … 
Record breaking … Let’s do it again … People are still being drawn to the church …  
This is a day I never want to forget!”  
 

 

Pastor Phil Penrod (centre) being moved by 
the will of God … with a little help from his 
friends, Pastors Mike Wellman (left) and Mick 
Macintyre (right) … during his installation at 
Our Savior, Edmonton on August 14, 2011. 
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While the church at large celebrated the 
Baptism of our Lord, the congregation of 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran, a rural 
congregation west of Millet, Alberta, also 
celebrated with the baptism of nine 
people. There was an infant and her 
father, a mom and three children, a mom 
and her adult son, and a dad whose own 
infant son had recently been baptized.  
 

Be assured, Jesus is meeting people 
and drawing them in. We wish to extend 
this Good News to our entire synod and 
invite them to join with us in praising 
God for the new life found in Christ! 
 
By Anne Emmett, St. Peter’s, Millet   
 
Installation Service 

Saturday, February 18, 2012, 1:00 pm, 
Rev. Barbara Groote will be installed at 
Ascension Lutheran church at  
8405 – 83 Street NW, Edmonton. 
 

Rev. Markus Wilhelm, Dean of the 
Northern Conference will be the guest 
preacher. 
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Yukon Gold in Abundance: Trinity Lutheran, Whitehorse 

Former pastors at Trinity, Whitehorse. Left to right: JoAnn and Pastor Jim 
Alger (1990-95), Fargo, N.D.; Sharon and Pastor Dave Taeger (1996 – 2008), 
Whitehorse; Pastor Don and Inez Bolstad (1978-88), Wetaskiwin, Alta. 
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Previous Pastors, past and present 
members and friends of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran in White-
horse, Yukon gathered to celebrate 
Trinity’s 50th Anniversary on Nov. 
12-13, 2011. Celebrations began 
with a banquet, music and a sing 
along on Saturday evening, with 
about 100 people in attendance. 
The Sunday morning service with 
Pastors Don Bolstad, Jim Alger and 
Dave Taeger was full of thanks and 
praise. After a pot luck lunch, about 140 continued the celebrations 
with a musical concert featuring Barry Kitchen on the congregation’s 
pipe organ, the United Church Choir, Whitehorse Chamber Choir, 
Suzuki Strings (children with violins), Whitehorse String Ensemble, 
soloist Larry Kwiat and the Petriw duo (our own Nadia and Alexander 
on violins). A free will collection of $732.00 which, when combined 
with a $500 grant from Faith Life Financial, resulted in a contribution 
of $1,232.00 to the Whitehorse Food Bank. 
 

Charter members Ernst and Ilse Wohlfarth, Bert Hadvick and Martha Dendorfer were in 
attendance, together with previous clergy Rev. Don and Inez Bolstad (Sept. 1978 to 
Aug. 1988); Rev. Jim Alger, wife Joanne and son Doug (April 1990 to October 1995); 
and Rev. Dave and Sharon Taeger (May 1996 to March 2008). Other prior members 
attending from out of town were Johs and Janine Asfeldt, Lynn and Cheryl Conant, 
Martha Dendorfer, Mark Hambridge, Len and Isabel Imrie. Visitors came from British 
Columbia, Alberta, Washington and North Dakota and greetings from as far away as 
Germany. It was a joyous event renewing old acquaintances and making new friends.   

 
 
 
 
 

Ernst and Ilse Wohlfarth, Martha Dendorfer

By Stanley Marinoske, Trinity, Whitehorse

Bert Hadvick
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Double Celebration at Saron 
Lutheran, Clive 

 

Diaconal Minister Virginia Burke 

 
Saron Lutheran, 11 km northwest of Clive, AB 
celebrated their 110th anniversary Sunday, November 
20, 2011. Celebrations began with a potluck lunch at 
noon followed by worship, which included the 
installation of Diaconal Minister Virginia Burke. There 
were 110 reasons to be joyful, one of those reasons 
being their love of music! 
 

They have an active choir at Easter and Christmas 
that has been known to venture into the community for 
public events and seniors homes to entertain. Their 
historic sanctuary was built to reverberate great sound 
to the hymns and it is common for extra music to be 
provided by congregation members. 
 

Farewell to Deaconess  

  I am the good Shepherd, says the Lord; 
  I know  my  own,   and my own know me. 

John 10:14

Sister Frieda Kiel 

 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

Frieda Kiel was born in 1916 in 
Edmonton, Alta. and was baptized in the 
Moravian Church. Her faith in God grew 
strong and she dedicated her life to 
service in the Lutheran church. She was 
consecrated as a Deaconess in 1947 and 
served parishes in the U.S. and Canada 
until her retirement in 1981. She remained 
active within her church and community, 
and is shown above at Rev. Dr. Larry 
Kochendorfer’s 2010 installation service 
as Assistant to the Bishop. On December 
2, 2011, Sister Frieda Kiel passed away at 
the age of 95 years. 
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