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 Christ, Be Our Light 
 
I had settled in to my monk’s cell at one of the retreat centers we 
frequent for our meetings. The center was in darkness except for an 
occasional hallway night-light. A colleague on a mid-night wander 
stumbled loudly into my room and woke me from a sound sleep. I 
turned on a light and my visitor muttered an epithet, mumbled an 
apology and stumbled back into the hallway darkness. Yes, he 
eventually found the right door to the right room. I’m not much for 
being disturbed, though. The rest of that night consisted of short 
dozing rather than sound and restful sleep.  

 

Epiphany is a time to celebrate the presence of Christ as 
light. My groping-in-the-dark colleague is a metaphor for the 
darkened world and the people of God at the time of Jesus’ 
incarnation and epiphany, as well as a metaphor for the 
darkness in which we are stumbling as a Church today. As 
we seek (or await) a way forward into the emerging paradigm 
of revitalized structure, renewed mission and relevant 
ministry, we stumble in the dark on the one hand, and 
experience lots of disturbance on the other.  
 

As I say, I am not much for being disturbed; that is likely the case for most of us. 
Certainly it was the case for Herod. It was all because some exotic Eastern mystics, 
called Magi, drifted into Jerusalem and wanted to know the GPS co-ordinates for the 
child who had been born as the king of the Jews. Why so disturbed? Herod had built 
himself a comfortable kingdom that worked for him. The mere thought that there was 
another “king” out there who could threaten Herod’s comfort was cause enough to 
disturb him. The fact that the whole of Jerusalem was agitated as well is testimony to the 
fact that there are very few societies that embrace change. The research that Herod 
commissioned from the scholars yielded an interesting piece of prophecy –  “And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Herod’s disturbance is 
deepened into murderous intent when he realizes that this is no mere political opponent 
he is going to have deal with.  
 

Rulers rule. Leaders lead. Executives execute. They don’t shepherd. Shepherding calls 
forth compassion, care, and a life-sacrificing quality that few powerful people would want 
to practice – and certainly not Herod. So a plot is hatched that leads to events for which 
Herod will forever be remembered in infamy – the slaughter of the holy innocents. It was 
brutal, but Herod held on to the power he so loved – for a while longer. The reality is that 
there is one among us who challenges our illegitimate power bases, and that is the holy 
child, whose birth and epiphany we celebrate. 
 

 
 

  A special thanks to the Canada Lutheran editorial
staff for any of their edits used in articles that also
appeared in the ABT synod section of Canada Lutheran. 
 
Header photo of stained-glass courtesy of Faith Lutheran,
Calgary. Window design by Geoff Jamieson. All photos in
Celebrations by Colleen McGinnis, unless otherwise stated.

Stumbling in the darkness, we too await the rude, all-too-revealing, eye-stunning Light of 
the world, which the darkness cannot 
overcome. “Christ, be our light! Shine in 
our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your 
church gathered today.” (ELW #715) 
 
By Bishop Ronald B. Mayan 
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Church Council Workshop – Leduc, March 5  

Around the 
Synod 

 

 
 
Coming Events 

 
Church councils, committees and other church leaders are 
welcome to take part in a day of discussion, learning and 
fellowship on Saturday, March 5, at Peace Lutheran Church, 
4606 – 48 Street, Leduc.  
 
Guest presenter, Pastor Chad Moir, will address: What do we 
mean by the emerging church?  Other workshops include: The 
Evangelizing Church by Bishop Ron Mayan; Our Global 
Connections by Margaret Sadler; Sharing our Faith by Pastor 
Eleanor Ness; Stewardship – The Intricacies of Church Finances 
by Stephen Wildfang, and The Core Values of Stewardship by 
Lorraine Kalis. Call the synod office at 780-439-2636 for details. 
 

The Amazing Race – World Mission Festival in Red Deer, March 26 
 

If you attend the World Mission Festival at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Red 
Deer, prepare to be challenged to a race that takes a lifetime and has unfathomable 
rewards. Diaconal Minister Connie Landstrom will speak on her amazing race. Other 
competitors include the Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer and via video conferencing, Rev. 
Brian Rude. The $35.00 registration fee is payable at the door and includes a noon 
buffet. To register, call the Synod office at 780-439-2636 or email abtsynod@elcic.ca. 
 
Lead the Way – Youth Retreat at Camp Kuriakos April 15-17 
 

If you are age 13-18 and want to make a difference with your life, this retreat is for you. 
Lead the Way will use challenge course and adventure activities to help you figure out 
what being a Christian leader is all about, and give you some practical skills to take 
home. Get ready to make an impact in your congregation, school, family, team or at 
camp. Details are online at www.kuriakos.ab.ca.  
 
Lutheran Hospital Ministries Southern Alberta Walks and Runs for Love! 
 

Last year at the annual Walk for Love, $10,158.00 was raised, allowing Lutheran 
Hospital Ministries Southern Alberta to bring healing and love to more patients. If you 
want to get in on this year’s action on Saturday, May 7, contact LHMSA at 
lhmsac@gmail.com or call 403-264-4045. 
 
Super Heroes Step Out of the Box for Youth at Camp Caroline May 20 - 23 
 

Have you ever thought about what it might be like to hear first 
hand from some of the most famous Bible Characters there are? 
Or to have time to spend with people your own age, discussing 
how faith fits into your life? To say nothing of having time to relax 
in a beautiful mountain setting, with 150 other youth, swim in the 
pool or soak in the hot tub, hike, work with a photographer to 
learn how to capture moments and images, eat great meals, play 
large area games, sing songs with a band, join around a campfire, 
and just get away from it all. Then get your youth group together to register and join us.  
 

Questions, please contact Pastor Dawn or Andrew Nelson (gathering chair peoples) 
through 403 934-2374, or Registrars Linda and John Bergh at the same number. 
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Ecumenical Action … Present and Past 
 
Common Ground – for leaders in youth ministry 
 
Common Ground 2011 is an exciting opportunity for the ELCIC.  It is a national five-day 
forum for formation in youth ministry.  It is for anyone whose work and ministry connects 
with youth – chaplains, clergy, volunteers in congregations, part time staff, parents, 
camp staff, Gathering leaders or Home Team Leaders, confirmation leaders and more.   
Anyone 18 or over who is involved in ministry with youth in any kind of leadership role 
may attend.   
 

This event is hosted by the Faculty of Theology at Huron University College and the Ask 
& Imagine youth theology program.  It is being jointly planned by people from the 
Anglican Church, ELCIC, United Church and Presbyterian Church.  Roberta Weston is 
the ELCIC member of the planning team. 
 

The event is heavily subsidized to make it available to anyone who would like to go.  The 
cost if you register before March 31st is $395.00 – inclusive.  That’s $79.00 per day for 
the five days for meals, shared hotel room, conference fees and access to the fabulous 
recreation facilities.   
 

Dates are May 31 – June 5, 2011 (Tuesday evening through Sunday noon).  Weekend 
option available. Visit http://www.commonground2011.ca for details and registration. 
 
Vital Church Planting – “reChurch – Take Another Look” 
 

Pastor Tim Wray, St. Peters, Millet herds cats at one of twelve different workshops 
 
The Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 
will host the Vital Church Planting 
West Conference, “reChurch - Take 
Another Look”, May 26-28, 2011, at 
Concordia University College in 
Edmonton, AB.  
 

Mission-minded church leaders from 
B.C. to Manitoba will come together 
to view church with fresh eyes.  
 

The VCP West conference will 
address the challenges and needs of 
church in western Canada, 
generating discussion about topics 
such as rural and indigenous ministry 
and urban development. 
 

“With the great variety of speakers 
and workshops this conference 
offers, I think that people at every 
level of involvement and leadership 
(laity and clergy) will find useful tools 
and be encouraged about the future 
of the church,” says Diocese of 
Edmonton Bishop Jane Alexander. 
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The conference, co-sponsored by the Wycliffe College School of Evangelism, will feature 
keynote addresses by the Bishop of Sheffield Steven Croft (Fresh Expressions, UK); and 
Pastor Beth Fellinger, Director of Family and Children’s Ministries at Oakridge 
Presbyterian Church in London, ON; and the Ugly Couch Café (church planting). 
 

Participants will be able to choose from a variety of workshops, led by: David Ashdown, 
Thomas Brauer, Jonathan Connell, Steven Croft, Beth Fellinger, Oz Lorentzen, Lydia 
Mamakwa, Darryl Muth, Myron Penner, Nick Trussell, David Von Bieker, and Tim Wray. 
 

Pastor Tim Wray of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church west of Millet, is happy be part of this 
event. Family farming, 4-H and 45 minute bus rides to school certainly give him rural 
credentials (the B.Sc. in Agriculture is just a nice touch)!  His workshop, Herding Cats, 
will focus on engaging young adults in rural Alberta. He will open up the meaning of 
“Mission in the parish”, share the work that he is doing with young adults, and invite the 
exchange of ideas and questions from workshop participants. Tim’s goal, along with 
hoping to inspire creative development of ministry, is to encourage and affirm the place 
of rural churches in healthy communities. 
 

Individuals registering before March 31, 2011, will receive the Early Bird rate of $230. 
Groups of three or more will also be able to register for $230 per person. After March 31, 
individual fees will increase by $50. There is a special student rate of $120.00. Meals are 
included in the registration fee. Register online at www.vcpwest2011.eventbrite.com/. 
 

A limited number of rooms are available on campus at Concordia College for $25 per 
person. Please email your name, church affiliation, and the number of nights you are 
requesting, along with your contact information to: darren.beach@concordia.ab.ca. 
 

For more information, please call the Anglican Synod Office at (780) 439-7344; or visit 
www.edmonton.anglican.org. 
 
  
Alive and Kicking Workshop Tour – Revitalizing Rural Ministries  
 
Dr. Marvin L. Anderson, United Church theologian and 
consultant on congregational renewal and community 
development in rural and small town ministry, will conduct 8 
workshops throughout Alberta. 
 

February 26, Picture Butte  February 27, Three Hills P
hoto by Leon S

trem
bitsky 

February 28, Cereal   March 1, Viking 
March 3, Barrhead   March 4, Beaumont 
March 5, Fairview   March 6, Onoway 
 

Treat yourself to a day away. Get acquainted with each other 
over table groups at this ecumenical gathering. Prepare to 
hear and celebrate how the Holy Spirit is not only alive and 
well, but alive and kicking in rural church congregations. What 
is God calling all of us – laity and ministry personnel – to do in 
our churches and communities? 
 

The cost is $35.00 per person and includes one meal and 
refreshments. Deadline for registration is 4 days prior to the 
workshop. You may pay at the door. Register with Paul DuVal, 
pduval@anwconf.com or 403-309-3946. 
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Roots Among the Rocks 
 

Youth Ministry on the Road 
 
Everyone dreams. But not everyone 
turns their dreams into something 
tangible that can be shared with others. 
 
In May of 2010 eight people – most of 
them strangers to each other and most 
of them youth – gathered in London, 
Ontario to explore their dream. They 
dreamed of reconciling people to each 
other. They dreamed of hope for the 
future, hope for the Church. They 
asked questions of themselves and of 
others, gathering stories from more 
than 70 people who told the raw truth 
of their joy or their pain. “Roots among 
the Rocks” a play by Melissa Glover, 
Karyn Guenther, Magdalena Jennings, 
Carolyn Pugh and John-Daniel Steele 
was born. 
 
“Over and over again,” say directors 
Jenny Salisbury and Peter Reinhardt, 
“we were told stories of journey, 
discovery, struggle and forgiveness.”  
 Karyn Guenther and Magdalena Jennings in an 

expressive dance sequence during their 2010 
Edmonton performance of Roots among the Rocks. 

What does it mean to be Christian? 
What does it mean to be Church? 
  
“I’ve always had the church,” says one person. “Church is my cocoon and I love it. I hate 
to think of leaving it.” 
 
“Do the ones that don’t believe feel empty?” asks another. 
 
“Somebody asked me, ‘aren’t you a Christian?’ I said yes, but I don’t take the bible 
literally. I guess I can’t be a Christian because I don’t believe in God the way I’m 
supposed to.” 
 
A woman describes a beautiful scene, the perfect vacation, the perfect life, and then 
realizes that describing it doesn’t make it happen. “I can’t be a Christian,” she says, 
“because I let fear rule my life.” 
 
A man, struggling with alcohol, wades into a lake. Is he contemplating suicide?  “I stood 
in the lake,” he says, “looked up at the stars and I laughed. I could see the cabin in the 
distance and walked back to it. That was when I started to believe in God. I can be a 
Christian because I know God is real, and I know God is real because I’m sober.” 
 
These are some of the stories the group distilled into a collection of vignettes they began 
sharing in Halifax on June 8. Driving west they arrived in Alberta for a July 13 

  “Celebrations” – Winter 2011 6



performance in Edmonton hosted by Holy Trinity Anglican and Holy Spirit Lutheran 
churches. By July 27 they made it to Nanoose Bay on the West coast, and then doubled 
back to London, Ontario for the Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth gathering (CLAY) in 
mid August. Their tour ended in Burlington on August 27. 
 
Producer, Judy Steers, says, “This presentation is youth ministry. Youth ministry is what 
happens when we give up enough of our own sense of power and comfort as ‘adults’ in 
the church and welcome young people into our midst as truth tellers.” 
 
The truth is told. The dream lives. “We can be Christian because there’s a place for us.” 
 
By Colleen McGinnis 
 
 

The Long and Winding Road to the 11th LWF Assembly 
 
My journey to the 11th Lutheran World Federation 
Assembly began over a year ago, in October 
2009, when I participated in the Women’s Pre-
Assembly at Bossey, Switzerland, outside of 
Geneva. There I gathered with 50 women 
dedicated to the life and work of the Lutheran 
church. Throughout our worship and discussion, 
formal presentations and casual conversations 
over meals, the good fabric of our communion of 
churches was evident.  
 
Friendships were forged, as diverse as our 
countries of origin. My Swedish friend Bella and I 
made a pact that we would not buy strawberries 
in January – our small protest against the carbon 
emissions caused by their import. My Estonian 
friend Annike and I talked about the role of 

women in the churches in 
Eastern Europe. My ELCA 
sister Mikka and I worked 
together to present the 
women’s message in the 
most appealing way. Monica, 
who comes from India, is now 
my Facebook friend. 

Margaret Sadler at the assembly with 
National Bishop Susan C. Johnson 
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I was amazed to discover that 
I was in the top quarter of the 
age category. When did that 
happen? For such a long 
time, I was among the 
youngest. It is heartening, 
however, to see so many 
youthful, brilliant, and 
articulate sisters dedicated to 
God’s Kingdom. 

Women lay out braided fabric, symbolizing the need for 
men and women in the body of Christ. Second from right is 
Margaret’s Estonian friend, Annike Laats. 
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Three months later, at the end of January 2010, I participated in the North America 
Region Pre-Assembly. It seemed more difficult in this setting to find common ground 
than it had in our mix of cultures and languages in the women’s pre-assembly. Here we 
tiptoed around some issues; threw out challenges in others; and held back our North 
American bravado when necessary. One thing we could trust is that the Assembly would 
run well under the care-filled leadership of the ELCA’s Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson.  
 

 

P
hoto by M

argaret F. S
adler

A sister 
refreshing 
flowers in 
the chapel 
in Augsburg. 

Then in mid July, came the Pre-Assembly Visitation. 
My husband, Marcus Busch, and I traveled to 
Germany with enthusiasm. We began, where 
everyone participating in visitations began, with a 
day in Wittenberg. After a tour of the city, with all its 
Luther highlights, we were off to Augsburg. There 
again we were in good hands, as members of the 
deaconess sisterhood (Diakonische Schwestern-
schaft) guided us from one Luther site to another—
some almost as old as 500 years, some as recent 
as 1999 when the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine 
of Justification was signed at St Anna’s church. 
 
July 20 we arrived in Stuttgart for the Assembly – a 
blur of eight days, filled with worship, study, 
discussion, listening, discerning, praying, and 
singing. The youth of the Assembly challenged us 
to include their message; the women reminded us 
that the church has not been living up to its 
promises in recognizing the role of women in church 
and society. I was challenged, blessed and 
honoured in my role as Village Group Leader. 
Blessed in listening to “my villagers” share thoughts, 
feelings, and beliefs. Challenged and honoured in 
being part of a group who crafted the final Assembly 
Message from all the Village Group conversations, 
as well as what we discussed in plenary sessions, 
heard in presentations, theological debates, and in 
worship. We wrestled with how to put so much into 
as few carefully chosen words as possible and then 
to re-craft, to adapt, and return with a message we 
all could live with.  

P
hoto by M

arcus B
usch 

 
Over the next seven years, this Message will guide 
the work of the Lutheran World Federation 
Secretariat in Geneva, the work of the 140 member 
churches of the LWF and the lives of over 70 million 
Lutherans around the world. Find it online at 
www.lwf-assembly.org and click on “Assembly 
Documents.” I encourage you to read it and see how 
you can live out the Message as a witness to God’s 
presence in the world. 
 The first service was held at a 

village church near Stuttgart. By Margaret F. Sadler, ELCIC delegate to LWF Assembly 

  “Celebrations” – Winter 2011 8

http://www.lwf-assembly.org/


Retreat of Our Own – Are We Living at the End of the World? 
 
About 35 Lutherans 
gathered at St. Michael’s 
Anglican Church in 
Canmore September 21- 
23, 2010 for the seventh 
annual Retreat of Our 
Own. Dr. Barbara 
Rossing, internationally 
acclaimed Lutheran 
biblical scholar, author 
and New Testament 
professor at the Lutheran 
School of Theology in 
Chicago, led us in three 
sessions exploring the 
insights of the New 
Testament about the 
stewardship of creation. 
 

Dr. Rossing began by 
asking the question, are 
we living at the end of 
the world? Our 

consumption patterns are fuelling climate change and environmental degradation. The 
kairos (present moment) has come for judging the world and those who are destroying it. 
Deuteronomy 30:19 reminds us, “I have set before you life and death … choose life”. 
 
Is it God's plan that the world should come to an end? If so, how and when? The New 
Testament communities don't all express the same theology concerning end times. 
Every community, including ours, has to address the polarity of living in the present and 
in the end times. Early Christians expected the world to end in their lifetime, but what 
they typically meant was the end of the unjust rule of Rome. Nowhere does Paul say that 
the earth will be destroyed. God is 
renewing the world not destroying it. 
There is enough for all of our needs, 
but not for all of our greeds. 
 
The core vision of the New 
Testament is a new world where 
peace and righteousness dwell. Dr. 
Rossing stressed that we should not 
say that the climate disaster is “sin”, 
but instead we should ask how we 
can strive for wholeness and 
healing. Are we willing to give up 
our profligate lifestyle which harms 
the earth, in order to follow Jesus? 
 
By Alan Fielding, Camrose 

Joyce Hendrickson and Valerie Fielding enjoying the beauty of 
creation in the Bow Valley. 
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In January, when Alberta was blocked in with 
snowdrifts, Pastor Sean Bell of Grace, Edson 
asked, “Where did you see God this week?”   
 
Pastor Dawn Nelson, Lord of All, Strathmore saw 
God in the snowstorm … “in the hands and hearts of 
the people who stepped up to help keep the 
stranded ‘guests’ in our town comfortable and safe.  
Two marked examples for me...  One of our 
members took two people and their two big dogs 
home for a night, and then drove people to their 
homes, 100 km away, when the storm died out. And 
the second, two of our children, aged 6 and 8, went 
home, baked fresh banana bread and brought it to 
the church for ‘those poor people stuck there and 
their dogs’.  Truly the heart of God, working in the 
hands and faces of his people...” 
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Kairos Lethbridge Beats the Drums for Indigenous Rights 
 
KAIROS Lethbridge Committee, 
based at Christ Trinity Lutheran 
Church celebrated KAIROS Sunday, 
Beat the Drum on December 5th, 
2010 to raise awareness of 
Indigenous rights. Up to 50 people 
attended the gathering staged at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church Hall, 
and over 30 men, women and 
children participated in the 
community drum circle featuring the 
Rocky Lake Drum group from the 
Blood Reserve. 
 
This was one of several KAIROS 

events held that day in communities across Canada where people drummed together in 
solidarity with Indigenous peoples. 
 
Participants were given the opportunity to learn more about the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which enshrines their right to decide 
how their land and resources are used. The Declaration was adopted by the United 
Nations on September 13, 2007. On November 12, 2010 Canada finally endorsed the 
Declaration. 
 
Aboriginal, Inuit and Metis peoples in Canada and Indigenous peoples around the world 
face unique challenges in terms of poverty, access to education and other measures of 
social well-being. They are among the estimated 370 million Indigenous peoples 
worldwide who face threats to their lands, cultural survival and basic human rights. 
 
Beat the Drum was a gathering in support of changing the climate for Indigenous rights, 
and to celebrate the government of Canada's endorsement of the United Nations 
Declaration. Participants learned how to become a KAIROS Companion and 'Stand with 
KAIROS'. They signed greetings cards petitioning both the federal and provincial 
government's to fully collaborate with Indigenous peoples on Canada's implementation 
plan for the Declaration. Christ Trinity representative Wendy Kalkan said, “The greeting 
card petition called for the provincial and federal governments to fully disclose and share 
the implementation plan and its roll out”. As well, those gathered learned how to get their 
church or faith 
community 
involved as a 
KAIROS 
community - 
with voice and 
representation 
on the 
Lethbridge 
KARIOS 
Committee. 
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Ann Becker, a drum circle facilitator, 
also led the gathering in 
a community drum circle – offering 
participants the opportunity to play 
a wide range of drum and 
percussion instruments from 
Indigenous and cultural groups from 
around the world. 
  
Lethbridges' Beat the Drum 
gathering was an afternoon of 
animated KAIROS - people 
gathered in honour of the human 
family, connected by earth’s 

rhythm, during a God given time - loaded with meaning and signaling a time of new 
possibilities. 
 
Photos and information submitted by Wendy Kalkan, Christ Trinity, Lethbridge 
 

 

  

MMoorree  ffrroomm  LLeetthhbbrriiddggee  KKaaiirrooss::  
 

Upcoming on March 17, Christ Trinity Lutheran will make another presentation 
concerning the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This 
time, at a Lenten luncheon hosted by St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Lethbridge, they 
will speak to the UN declaration, circulate the greeting card petition and let the 
participants know how they can become a KAIROS Companion. 
 

This annual Lenten lunch initiative is hosted in turn by the Mennonite, Salvation 
Army, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican and Baptist faiths to bring awareness of 
KAIROS national campaigns into the community.  

 

Appointments and Announcements … 
 

New Dean of the Northern Conference 
 

Pastor Kevin Ree (St. John's - Barrhead) was appointed in January to assume the office 
of Dean of the Northern Conference and to complete the term of Pastor Randy Meissner 
who has accepted the call to Zion Lutheran Church in Saskatoon. 

 

Social Justice Gains Two Facilitators 
 

The Rev. Renita Falkenstern (northern) and the Rev. Ryan Andersen (southern) have 
been appointed to serve as social ministry facilitators for the ABT Synod. They will carry 
on the work of Joyce Zutter who passed way in September, 2010. 
 

Special events to Attend 
 

Glory Lutheran, Sherwood Park, held the first service in their new church building on 
January 2. A service of dedication will take place on April 10 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Peace Lutheran, Leduc celebrates 75 years on May 15 at 10:00 a.m.  
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South American Family Received by Messiah in Camrose  
 
At a Soup and Sandwich lunch on Sunday, January 16, Messiah in Camrose celebrated 
the integration of a Colombian family into society in Camrose.  
 
Arriving in Camrose in November, 2008, the family of five, Edna Rios and her four 
children then ranging in ages from 6 to 15, entered the workforce and schools with 
determination.   

   
Messiah organized 
itself into nine sub-
committees to assist 
the family with its social 
and cultural integration 
into Alberta life.   
 
The Federal 
Government provided 
the main financial 
assistance until the 
family became self-
sufficient.  
 

Pictured is the family together with Rev. Kenn Ward, Pastor of Messiah, and Erhard 
Pinno, Chairperson of the Support Group. The Rios family members, front, left to right 
are: Manuela, Margarita, Alexandra and Edna. Rear, left to right are Pastor Ward, Mr. 
Pinno, and Walter Rios.  
 
Also pictured is the 
Support Group 
composed of Sub-
Committee conveners 
or representatives:  
Left to right: Kathy 
MacInnis (Orientation), 
Ray Blacklock 
(Secretary and 
Publicity), Berniece 
Sogge (Clothing),  
Wilf Willing (Transport), 
Nora Gilbertson 
(ESL/Schooling), 
Lorene Willing (Food), 
Barb Eriksson 
(Medical), and Erhard Pinno (Chair, and Liaison with Immigration Canada and CLWR). 
Absent was Frieda Ness (Housing). 
 
Messiah gives thanks to God for the opportunity to host this family and so pursue its 
mission of “Sharing Jesus Christ with All People.” 
 
By Ray Blacklock, Messiah Lutheran, Camrose 
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Rookie Reflections on a Conference Convention 
 
As a pastor in my first call at Peace Lutheran, 
Innisfail, I had the opportunity to attend the 
WCC Convention in Sundre, AB. I really didn’t 
know what to expect.  I wasn’t sure if I would 
know any of the rostered ministers in my 
conference, and—what do you do at a 
Conference Convention anyway? 
 
The day began with worship and Holy 
Communion, followed by business:  the election 
of Conference Council members, determining 
who was eligible to attend the National 
Convention (not always straight forward ☺), and 
the election of a new Dean for our conference. 
Being new to the process, I found the reports 
interesting and informative. Our Synod is 
packed with some amazing resources and 
contact people! By the end of the day I had 
received a good education in church politics 
conducted in a spirit of grace.   
 

 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
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           The Bishop’s hour is a great way to hear 
about what’s happening in our Synod and 
also in the National Church.  What are 
the concerns?  What are the joys?  I 
appreciate Bishop Ron’s honesty and 
candor about the struggles and 
disappointments of being a bishop in 
these difficult times. But he also portrays 
a sense of hope and encouragement that 
we will move forward in grace by the 
power of God’s Spirit working in the 
world. This is Good News for all of us! 
 
Throughout the day there was time for 
coffee and squares, and lunch and more 
squares, and of course some time for 
conversation with colleagues. I saw some 
faces I recognized, some friends from 
seminary, and many others that I had 
never met before. Being and staying 
connected is something I value. It’s nice 
to know that I am not alone in this 
journey. Together we shared wonderful 
music, laughter, heard a compelling 
presentation from Lutheran Bible 
Translators, conducted business and ate 
well. It was a full day! Thanks be to God! 

By Kathy Calkins, Peace Lutheran, Innisfail 

Pastor Kathy Calkins, 
Peace Lutheran, 
Innisfail 
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