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Watch Out for the Surprises 
 
In the bleak of winter, when 
darkness characterizes our 
morning departure and our 
evening return, comes Epiphany – 
the season of light.  In its own 
way, Epiphany is a season full of 

surprises.  It begins with the coming of the Magi 
and ends with our Lord’s Transfiguration.  And 
who could help but be surprised? 

Unbidden by any human means, following a light 
in the sky, the Magi arrive on Joseph and Mary’s 
doorstep to surprise them with gifts for the Holy 
Child, deeply symbolic: gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.  The bigger surprise for Mary and Joseph 

is that foreigners from Parthia, even Gentiles, have been drawn to the Christ.  And that surprise 
will reverberate throughout the Chosen People for years and years, from generation to 
generation.   
 
During the Epiphany season, Jesus is revealed as “more” and “other” than any had expected – 
whether his family or his socio-economic class or his religion or his nation.  And as the Christ-
story unfolds in the gospels, it’s all about surprises.  Walls of separation this Jesus consistently 
bowls over.  So also walls of isolationism and protectionism come tumbling down.  Sinners seem 
not to repel him, but, indeed, attract him – in the way that a doctor who has sworn the 
Hippocratic oath cannot turn her back on injury or accident. It’s about light relentlessly and 
undiminishingly shining into all kinds of darkness, not least of which is the darkness of human 
hearts and lives.  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  Those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
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Dr. Tom Yoder 

Neufeld 

Bishop Victoria 
Matthews 

Since this Jesus is the Christ-who-surprises, I need to walk gently, carefully, and reverently 
through each day.  The people I meet in those casual interactions that only slightly register in my 
mind: the table-server, the hair stylist, the postal worker who brings my mail, the tradesperson, 
the service manager, the kid next door, the widow across the street, the bag-lady pushing her 
grocery cart through the snow – each of them can speak of Christ to me, if I have eyes to see 
and ears to hear. 
 
A teller at the bank this morning provided me with just such an epiphany-moment. She was 
young and beautiful, obviously pregnant and proudly so, no ring on her finger, either by choice 
or by circumstance.  It was as if the Blessed Virgin was speaking to me – telling me, “See, this is 
how it was.  I carried my baby proudly, publicly, and people thought what they thought, but I 
knew what I knew.”  If I had known Tina my bank teller a little better, I would have asked her to 
let me place my hand on her swollen belly and speak a blessing on her unborn child.  I went into 
the bank this morning to deposit a cheque and a hundred dollar bill.  And that happened, too, but 
only incidentally.  I was there to meet and hear the Christ-who-surprises.  The glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together.  Watch out for the surprises… 
 
+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
 
Around the Synod 

 
2007 Study Conference for Clergy and Lay Church Workers 
 
“…And Still We Seek Peace” is the theme for this year’s study 
conference that takes place February 5 –8 in Canmore, AB. The 
keynote speaker will be Dr. Tom Yoder Neufeld, a professor at 
Conrad Grebel University College at the University of Waterloo. 
His areas of research and teaching are Jesus, Paul, and issues 
of peace in the Bible. He has published numerous articles, both 
scholarly and popular, as well as two books. The Thursday 
morning speaker will be Bishop Victoria Matthews of the 
Anglican Diocese of Edmonton. Please keep our clergy and lay church workers in your prayers 
as they meet for this time of study and spiritual renewal. 
 
Church Council Workshop 
 
Come to "Living Under the Arc" on Saturday, March 3rd at Faith Lutheran (Calgary) or Saturday, 
March 10th at Peace Lutheran (Leduc). Bishop Ron Mayan will introduce the theme. Choose 
from a variety of workshops. Cost is $25 per person or $150 per congregation. Register by 
calling the synod office at 780.439.2636 by March 1. 
 
Leading Worship Course 
 
A one-day leading worship Course will take place on March 17th at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Edmonton. Pastor Bonnie Arends will lead this course. All are welcome. Cost is $75. Register 
by calling the synod office at 439.2636 in Edmonton or toll free at 1.866.430.2636. 
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Images of Spirituality  
 
“Images of Spirituality” is an annual ecumenical 
gathering for Christian women.  April 13-15, the 
18th gathering will take place at Entheos 
Retreat Centre near Calgary.   There are five 
sessions, beginning on Friday night and ending 
with a Eucharistic celebration on Sunday 
morning.  
 
This year’s theme is “Rainbow Joy” led by Rev. 
Helen Smith, a Presbyterian minister, and  a 
Lutheran minister, Rev. Marty Tuer.  All 
women are invited to join us as, through 

worship, discussion, prayer, music, art and dance, we celebrate one of the fruits of the Spirit and 
paint a rainbow of joy.  
 
The cost for the weekend is $175 for those registering before January 31, 2007 and $190 for 
those registering after.  
 
For further information, go to www.imagesofspirituality.00freehost.com, contact Heidi Miller-Zerr 
at imagesofspiritua@canada.com or 403.948.7978. 
 
Synod Youth Gathering 2007 
 
The next Synod Youth Gathering 
will be held May 18 – 21 at the 
beautiful Goldeye Centre near 
Nordegg, AB. Maggie Theiss will 
be the keynote presenter. The 
approximate cost will be $150 per 
person. Goldeye Centre, a rustic-
looking, comfortable and 
convenient site, has been the 
venue for the last three 
Gatherings.  In addition to a large 
gymnasium that we've used in inclement weather, there is 
also a forty-foot wall climbing site.  Professional outdoor 
guides assist our brave, young participants in getting to the 
top of the wall.  For a better view of Goldeye Centre, go to 
www.goldeye.org.  Call the synod office at 439.2636 in 
Edmonton or toll free at 1.866.430.2636 for more 
information. 
 
Family Day Fun 
 
Family Day in Alberta is a great time to come together, not only with your personal family, but 
also with your congregational family. St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Thorsby, Alberta has in 
the past put on an intergenerational fun filled Family Day. Alberta is the only province in Canada 
to celebrate a province-wide family day. Cities, towns and villages open their facilities to 
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accommodate winter activities such as skating, 
tobogganing, skidooing, and snowshoe races. 
Open bonfires with hot dogs and hot chocolate 
often come hand in 
hand with the activities. 
Family Day is usually 
the third Monday of 
February.  
 

One year, the Social Ministry Committee of St. 
Matthews decided to jump the gun, and go one 
step further. They planned some activities after 
service the day before Family Day. The afternoon 
began with the church being open for those who 
wished to stay indoors to enjoy a variety of board 
games. The more adventurous crowd went to the 
local ski hill to enjoy tobogganing and skidooing. A 
hot pot luck supper followed the afternoon 
festivities. More indoor games continued 
throughout the evening. This event was well 
attended with a mix of young and old playing 
games together and developing a bond of 
comradeship! 
 

Submitted by Janice Neuman 
 

Diaconal Ministry 
 
Diaconal Ministry is a growing ministry in the Synod of Alberta and the Territories. Let me 
introduce you to two women who are currently serving God in very different ways, but both as 
diaconal ministers. Throughout 2007, watch for the diaconal ministry highlights in the various 
synod sections of our national church magazine, Canada Lutheran. 
 
A Call to Servanthood 

 
Ms. Jane Tse is a Diaconal Minister currently serving at the Chinese 
Christian Wing Kei Care Centre, a long-term care senior’s home in 
Calgary.  Jane did not directly enter the diaconal ministry program. She 
completed a Parish Nurse course in 1996, followed by her Masters in 
Biblical Counselling. Many courses in those programs counted towards 
her diaconal ministry program. She was consecrated in April 2006. 
 
Jane’s call is to the position of “Director of Care” at the Chinese 
Christian Wing Kei Care Centre. “Wing Kei” means “to glorify God”. 
Jane takes this to heart as she goes about her servanthood leadership 
of the staff and the residents. She believes her duty is to provide 
Christian love to the staff so that they can be servant leaders for the 
residents. Her job includes a lot of administration. Jane constantly sees 

God working miracles around her. She witnessed a woman once diagnosed by her doctor as 
non-verbal, coming out of her shell and talking.  A semi-comatose resident who didn’t open her 

(Photos by John Hawtin) 
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Diaconal Ministers currently under the umbrella of the Synod of Alberta & the Territories: 
 

� Ms Eleanor Damkar (Immanuel Church of Rosenthal, Stony Plain) 
� Ms Lila de Waal (Lord of Glory, Lac La Biche) 
� Sr Monica Denk  (Deaconess - St. Peters, Bashaw) 
� Ms Marie Frick (Vancouver, BC) 
� Deaconess Julie Hink (Mount Zion Lutheran Church, Edmonton) 
� Sr Frieda Kiel  (Deaconess - Retired, Edmonton)  
� Ms Connie Landstrom (Retired, Gibsons) 
� Ms Margaret Olson (Retired, Edmonton) 
� Ms Bonnie Peattie (Advent Lutheran Church, Calgary) 
� Ms Lily-Linda Slobod (Edmonton) 
� Ms Bev Swanson (Messiah Lutheran Church, Camrose) 
� Elsa Tober (Retired, Calgary) 
� Ms Karen Triomphe (Trinity Lutheran Church, Edmonton) 
� Ms Jane Tse (Wing Kei Christian Care Center, Calgary) 

eyes transformed into a person who now greets staff and interacts with people. These changes 
occurred as God worked through the Christian love shown by staff at the centre. 
 
Jane says Diaconal Ministers are very important, as they are part of the team in the ministry of 
bringing the gospel to the people. Jane would like to encourage people to become and/or 
employ diaconal ministers. Diaconal ministry is another way to serve outside of the ordained 
ministry, as diaconal ministry provides many opportunities to share in unique settings. 
 
Following God’s Call 

 
Ms. Lila de Waal is a Diaconal Minister currently serving a call to Lord of 
Glory Lutheran Church in Lac la Biche, AB. She shares this call with her 
husband, Rev. Mac de Waal. Lila has a Bachelor of Theology from 
Briercrest Bible College with a focus in Christian Education and a Master 
of Theological Studies from LTS in Saskatoon. Lila was commissioned in 
1996, prior to getting her Masters and after she had already been serving 
in full time church ministry for seven years.  Lila explained her training 
this way, “I was amazed at the idea that God might use me to touch 
others. I went to Bible college with that idea in mind, that God wanted to 
use me for His glory somewhere in the world.  I felt compelled to explore 
where that might be.  When I was finally commissioned it was a public 

affirmation of what I had already been living and experiencing in the ministries that God gave 
me.” 
 
Lila’s duties at Lord of Glory Lutheran Church include all the normal elements of parish ministry. 
In any given week, her duties may include teaching, preaching, leading worship, planning events 
or visiting. She says, “I love to see people come to faith in Jesus Christ and grow in that faith. 
Any time I get to see a glimmer of what God is doing I am excited.” 
 
“Diaconal ministry is important because God calls us to it.  The Scripture says that there are 
many gifts but the same spirit.  Some are called to ordained ministry but others are called to 
other forms of ministry.  I love to see the joy that people find as they discover what God is calling 
them to.  If your call is to music ministry or educational ministry or counselling ministry, then go 
where God leads.” 
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Rev. Dr. Noko greets members of 

Mount Calvary (Brian Sather). 

 
Taken in the narthex under the 
unity tapestry, designed by a 
Lutheran and crafted by a 
Catholic. Left to right - Rev. Gary 
Watts, Esther Muir, Rev. Dr. 
Noko, Vi Johnston, and Father 

Ignatius Tran. 

Lindsey Skakum saying goodbye to a sister from the 
Guadalupan Missionaries of Christ the King, Stefanie 
Rausch looking on from the back. 

 

Geneva Speaks to Calgary 
 
The Rev. Dr. Ishmael Noko, General Secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, spoke at the Sandstone Valley Ecumenical 
Centre in Calgary, Nov. 4-5. On Saturday, he helped celebrate 
the 7th anniversary of the signing of the “Justification by Faith 
Document”, between Roman Catholics and Lutherans. 
Anglican, United, Catholic and Lutheran church leaders led  
discussions for the progress of Christian unity at the local level. 
Dr. Noko gave us his first-hand perspective on the world-wide 
ecumenical scene. He spoke of the 
progress being made by our 
acknowledging our justification 
before God by grace through faith in 
the crucified and risen Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 
On Sunday, Dr. Noko spoke at both the Catholic Mass and the 
Lutheran Worship. He told us of the unity in Christ that is being 
discovered by Christians of all denominations around the world. He 
particularly commended the Sandstone Centre for its unique hands 
on approach to this unity in diversity. The Sandstone Valley 
Ecumenical Centre houses the Ascension Catholic Parish and Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church under one roof. They have separate 
worship spaces and share one baptismal font in the common 
entrance hall. They also share office space, study rooms and 
recreational areas. Dr. Noko felt the centre’s unified 18-year history 
of shared Christian witness is a practical embodied form of 
ecumenism. 
 
Submitted by Esther Muir 
 
Exploring Justice and Building Relationships in Mexico 

 
“No we’re not going to build anything, “ I heard 
myself repeating over and over again as the trip 
came upon us. “That’s not the point.” 
 
“Then what’s the point?” people would ask. 
 
“We’re going to learn about the life and faith, the joys 
and challenges of the Mexican people,” I’d reply. 
 
“You mean you’re not going to hand out medicine, 
dig a ditch, or teach children to read?” they’d ask. 
 
“No.” 
 
“You’re not going to preach, run VBS, or lead 
worship?” 
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Fair Trade girls  
(Photos by Lindsey Skakum) 

“Negative.” 
 
“That doesn’t sound much like a mission trip,” they’d 
conclude, shaking their heads. 
 
In many ways, those people are right. It doesn’t sound 
like a mission trip. Building houses, handing out school 
supplies, teaching children to read - these are the kinds 
of mission trips that make sense to us North American 
Christians. We want to see something tangible happen, 
something we can put our hands on or hand out to 
people, something to point to and say, “This is what we 
did while we were in Mexico.” 
 
But we can’t do that. We didn’t construct anything. We 
didn’t hand anything out. We didn’t teach anyone 
anything. 
 
Instead, we received.  Our group of 12 young people 
and three adults from Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Lethbridge, Alberta, received wisdom and 
knowledge from people who live very different lives than 
ours; people whose challenges lie beneath a canopy of 
hope. 
 
Our trip was entitled, “Exploring Justice/Building Relationships.” And we couldn’t have gone at a 
better time to examine those themes. As our plane was leaving Calgary, Mexicans were 
counting their votes. The presidential contest between Andreas Manuel Lopez Obrador and 
Felipe Calderon was the tightest and most divisive in Mexican history. The election was a classic 
battle between Left and Right. Two competing visions of what Mexico’s future should be. And 
the country was split right down the middle. When we landed in Mexico City the next day, the 
election was too close to call. 
 
Electoral politics aside, our group discovered what people were doing at ground level. In Mexico 
City we stayed with a group of nuns who welcomed us as fellow travelers with Christ. Their 
Benedictine spirituality compelled them to welcome all as they welcome Jesus. 
 
In Cuernavaca we stayed at the Center for Global Education (CGE) and learned how peoples’ 
faith impacted their lives through Base Christian Communities. 
 
In Amatlan, a small, indigenous community where we stayed with families in their homes, we 
learned how to receive hospitality, even when we didn’t speak the language. 
 
It seemed to me, we were doing exactly what I believe God was asking us to do: explore justice 
and build relationships. 
 
In our last day in Cuernavaca the facilitator at the CGE asked us to describe how our lives in 
Canada were going to be different after our experience in Mexico. Everyone had an idea of what 
they were going to do differently. But what struck me most profoundly was how integrated the 
answers were with everything we experienced. Clearly, this was no vacation these young people 
were on.  
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Mother House of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
(Waterton, Ontario) 

 

 
The group of young people had a vision of what life could be, a vision they learned from hearing 
hope filled stories of the people they encountered. The businesses that were born from the 
theological reflection of a Base Christian Community, the deep spirituality of the indigenous 
community of Amatlan, the artisans who demanded just prices for their work, even the Center for 
Global Education itself, were signs that hope is alive in Mexico.  
 
If there was one thing that I learned in Mexico is that the Spirit is still moving among God’s 
people; people who might have given up long ago if it weren’t for God’s encouragement. In them 
and in the young people of Good Shepherd I find renewed hope to proclaim good news. 
 
So, for us, I think God is asking us to walk, two by two, with people who struggle – and we all 
struggle – so we all walk together so that – together - we can live our salvation and proclaim the 
nearness of God.  
 
Submitted by Rev. Kevin Powell 
 
Important News from On Eagle’s Wings 
A Time of Celebration  

 
On October 28, 2006 On Eagle’s Wings celebrated two special 
events that have touched our lives and ministry. On that day the 
Canadian and American boards of directors were joined by other 
friends who gathered in Edmonton to dedicate the new office and 
permanent home of On Eagle’s Wings. Individuals and churches 
throughout our two countries participated by praying for On Eagle’s 
Wings at the same time as the Dedication Service. It was a 
wonderful celebration as we dedicated our home to the glory of 
God and to our ministry partnership of northern and southern 
Christians. 
 
The highlight of our Dedication was the announcement that the 
Roman Catholic School Sisters of Notre Dame are giving On 

Eagle’s Wings a $250,000 interest free loan to pay off our bank mortgage. Their loan will save 
On Eagle’s Wings about $400,000 of interest payments. Instead of paying more than $600,000 

in principal and interest we will now re-pay the 
School Sisters for their generous loan. Their gift will 
allow us to focus all of our resources on ministry. 
 
If you are in the Edmonton area, we hope you will 
stop in and visit our new home and celebrate with 
us. 
On Eagle’s Wings Permanent Home 
10072 – 164 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5P 4Y3 
1-780-440-6594 
toll free: 1-1-866-441-6594-441-6594 
website: oneagleswings.org 

 
By Pastor Lee Berry (Executive Director, On Eagle’s Wings) 
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““““Celebrations”Celebrations”Celebrations”Celebrations” IS A PUBLICATION  

OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE TERRITORIES. 

 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod. 
...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places and 
mission of the congregations in our synod. 
...to help us learn from each other and encourage each other 
in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and mission of 
the congregations of our synod to the “Celebrations” editor, Lisa 

Rude at: 
lisa.rude@telus.net 
324 Woodfield Pl. SW 
Calgary, AB T2W 3Y1 
403.686.7311 

Please include name, phone number and email or address 
with all submissions. All submissions will also be considered 
for the ABT Synod section in Canada Lutheran.  
 
“Celebrations”“Celebrations”“Celebrations”“Celebrations” IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta and the 

Territories. Photocopies in whole of “Celebrations” may be 

made for use in the congregations of our synod. “Celebrations”

may not be republished in print or posted to a website, either 
in whole or in part, without the express permission of the 
Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

Kairos Event 
 
Close to 50 people from member-churches of 
"Kairos" joined together at Grace Presbyterian in 
Calgary on Saturday, January 20, to learn about 
and share ideas on issues relating to water, 
mining and homelessness.  ELCIC members in 
attendance included Phyllis Gillanders (Trinity 
Lutheran, Calgary), Rev. Lee Woolery (Lutheran 
Church of Our Saviour, Calgary), Corinne Jerke 
(Lethbridge), and Rev. Brian Rude (El 
Salvador). 
 
Bob Schmidt, representing the Canadian 
Catholic Organization for Development and 
Peace, focused our concern on the rapid depletion of fresh water. This is especially due to the 
unbridled consumption of mining companies, whether operating in the Alberta oil sands or 
abroad. Around the world, 65% of mining companies are Canadian.  Beyond Canada's borders, 
Canada has no legislation in place to regulate their exploits. These include evicting residents 
forcefully, evading equitable taxes and damaging the environment. The local government and/or 
international entities, such as the International Monetary Fund or the World Bank, often support 
these actions.  The stark reality is often in sharp contrast to the appealing rhetoric.  The 
Philippines was used as an example.  In my experience, Canadian mining exploration in El 
Salvador is being protested strongly by the local population with the support of the Roman 
Catholic Church. This makes me appreciative of such efforts at awareness raising and action in 
solidarity with the victims, whether in Alberta or around the globe.   
 
Dermitt Baldwin, Director of Calgary's Drop-
In Centre, told of their vital ministry. They 
strive to provide not only shelter, food and 
clothing, but also a sense of community and 
family, where folk care and are cared for.  
Having been on the Board of this Drop-In 
Centre twenty years ago, I'm not sure that it's 
an encouraging sign that they now house 
850 people per night. This is perhaps 6 to 8 
times the number served in the 80's.  They 
operate 8 installations and have 8 vehicles to 
maintain their 24/7 mission.  The clients 
include one former "Oilman of the Year" and 
numerous professionals.  No one is immune 
to homelessness.    
 
Our faith in our God of life motivates us to 
respond to these concerns.  A community 
such as that gathered for this event also 
serves to motivate, as we strategize together 
to address these realities, which go against 
the "acceptable year of the Lord".   
 
By Brian Rude 


