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Love, Honour, and Forgive 
 

In his daily devotional book Bread for the Journey (HarperCollins, 
1997), the late Fr. Henri Nouwen wrote nearly a half-month of 
devotions on the church. His inimitable style, coupled with his ease 
with words and lifelong experience, equip him to say some hard 
things and some beautiful things about the church. Clearly Nouwen 
was well beyond seeing the church through rose-colored glasses. He 
names the church’s sinfulness and saintliness with equal precision. 
 

Yet underneath it all, Nouwen demonstrates a willingness – indeed, a need – to love, 
honor and forgive the church. That attitude resonates with me. I have often said that the 
greatest joys in my life have happened in and through the church. Then I hasten to add 
that the greatest sorrows of my life have also happened in and through the church. But 
leaving is not an option. I am here for the long haul.  
 

To love, honor and forgive. If the words have a familiar ring to them it is because many 
couples use those same words when they make their marriage vows to each other. They 
express willingness on their part to live through the glories and agonies of the 
relationship, come what may. There is an explicit and implicit commitment to the 
permanence of the relationship. Come hell or high water we are in this together.  
 

The Nouwen nuggets abound in these fifteen or so daily devotions. “The church is holy 
and sinful, spotless and tainted … a holy body made Christ-like through Word and 
Sacrament; a broken body composed of all the wounded people who are its members.”  
 

“Often it seems harder to believe in the church than to believe in God. But whenever we 
separate our belief in God from our belief in the church, we become unbelievers.” 
 

“It seems unlikely that God chose to continue his work of salvation in a community of 
people constantly torn apart by arguments, prejudices, authority conflicts, and power 
games.” 
 

“Can we believe that this is the same church that carries in its center the Word of God 
and the sacraments of God’s healing love? Can we trust that in all of its human 
brokenness the church presents the broken body of Christ to the world as food for 
eternal life? To believe is to answer yes to these questions.” 
 

“Often we hear the remark that we have to live in the world without being of the 
world. But it may be more difficult to be in the church without being of the church. Being 
of the church means being so preoccupied by and involved in the many ecclesial affairs 
that we are no longer focused on Jesus. The church then blinds us to what we came to 
see and deafens us to what we came to hear.” 
 

“When we reject the church it becomes very hard for us to keep in touch with the living 
Christ. When we say, I love Jesus but I hate the church, we end up losing not only the 
church but Jesus too.”  (Bread for the Journey, excerpted from entries for October 15 
through October 27).  
 

I have come to understand that I have to celebrate the church as well as bear with 
it. The glories and the foibles are inter-mixed. I can be rankled by it, but within it I also 
continue to catch glimpses of glory. Perhaps the church’s biggest “problem” is that it is 
too much like me, you, all of us. Be that as it may, I will love, honor and forgive the 
church. It’s not a case of my church, right or wrong. It’s just a case of “my church”.

By Bishop Ronald B. Mayan 
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Around the 
Synod 

 

 
 
Coming Events 

The 2012 Synod Convention, May 24-27 at the University of 
Alberta, Augustana Campus in Camrose, Alta., is soon upon us. 
It’s going to be inspiring, energizing, educational and fun too! You 
won’t want to miss it. 

 
Celebrating the Ministry of the Rev. Brian Rude, Missionary to El Salvador 
 

After serving as a missionary for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada for 17 
years, Pastor Brian Rude will independently continue his ministry among the poor and 
disenfranchised in El Salvador. He will resign from the roster of the ELCIC at the end of 
December 2012.  
 

Recognition and celebration of his work in El Salvador will take place at the Synod 
Convention banquet, May 26, 2012 at the Camrose Regional Exhibition (CRE). You may 
purchase your tickets for the banquet by calling the synod office at 780-439-2636. 
 

You may also forward letters, cards or gifts of appreciation for Brian to the Synod Office 
(10014 – 81 Avenue, Edmonton, T6E 1W8) by May 20. They will be included in a special 
album, which will be presented to him at the banquet. 
  

Praise Appeal at Convention  
 

May 20, 2012 has been designated as 
“Praise Appeal Sunday”, so to act as 
Ambassadors in Christ, In Mission for 
Others, the convention offering will be 
given in support of ELCIC benevolence. 
 

Resources to assist you in creating your 
own ELCIC Praise Appeal Sunday are 
available at: http://elcic.ca/praiseappeal/. 
 

They’ve done it again … a successful LHMSA Walk and Run for Love! 
 

Ron Bennett, Calgary, says, “The Lutheran Hospital Ministries Southern Alberta Walk 
and Run for Love on Saturday April 28 was well attended by about 45 people and 1 dog, 
and raised an estimated (as of that morning) $14.000.00.” 
 
Calling all Youth to “Hyperlink” CLAY 2012, Aug. 16-19, in Saskatoon, SK 
 

The Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth gathering is just a hop, skip and jump over the 
border and you’ll love it. Explore the “links” in your life and see how God is involved. 
Registration fee: $400.00. Deadline: July 15. See http://clay2012.ca/ for details. 
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Summer Magic at Camp … Mulhurst, Kuriakos, Hastings Lake 
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Check this list of programs to see what’s right for you. 
 

Make Contact! 
 

Mulhurst: 
Phone: 780-389-2174
www.mulhurstlutheran
camp.ca 
 
Camp Kuriakos: 
Phone: 403-746-2702
www.kuriakos.ab.ca 
 
Hastings Lake: 
Phone: 780-662-2557
www.hastingslake.com

Mulhurst Lutheran Camp 
 
 

July 2-6:       Senior High Camp / SIT Training 
July 8-13:       Children’s Camp  
July 15-20:       MADD – Music, Art, Dance & Drama 
July 22-27:       Youth Camp 
July 29-Aug 3:       Family Camp 
August 7-10:       Vacation Bible School Day Program  
August 6-8:       Mini Camp  
August 12-17:       Children’s Camp 
August 19-24:       Outpost Camp / Youth Camp  

Hastings Lake Bible Camp 
 

June 25-28:     Adult camp 
July 1-6:    Kidz 1 
July 8-13:     Family 1 
July 15-20:     Jr. Youth 
July 22-27:     Family 2 
July 29-Aug 3:    Kidz 2 
August 6-10:     Single Parent Camp 
August 12-17:    Family 3 
August 19-24:    Senior Youth 
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Camp Kuriakos  
 

July 2-4:   Prime Time  
July 4-6:   Kid’s I  
July 4-6:   Week in the Woods I 
July 8-13:   Junior Youth  
July 15-20:   Family Camp I  
July 22-27:   Kid’s II  
July 29-Aug 3:   Dance Camp  
July 29-Aug 3:   MAD Camp  
July 29-Aug 3:   Soccer Camp  
July 29-Aug 3:   Week in the Woods II 
August 6- 10:   Kid’s III  
August 12-17:   Family Camp II  
August 19-24:   Senior Youth  

http://www.mulhurstlutherancamp.ca/
http://www.mulhurstlutherancamp.ca/
http://www.kuriakos.ab.ca/
http://www.hastingslake.com/


Ecumenical Action: 
 

Sr. Dr. Lorelei Fuchs: Internationally Renowned Ecumenist Visits Edmonton 
 

“I don’t know what kind of 
Christian I would be without 
my ecumenical community,” 
internationally renowned 
ecumenist, Sr. Dr. Lorelei 
Fuchs, SA, revealed during an 
Ecumenical Dialogue, March 
27th at All Saints’ Cathedral, 
Edmonton, AB.  
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Sr. Lorelei was in Edmonton to 
participate in a series of public 
talks and workshops during 
“Ecumenical Days in 
Edmonton”, held March 26-29. 
The event was co-sponsored 
by the University of Alberta’s 
Chester Ronning Centre, the 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Edmonton and a number of 
ecumenical partners. 
 

“We are delighted to welcome Sr. Lorelei to All Saints’ Cathedral,” said Diocese of 
Edmonton Bishop Jane Alexander. “Ecumenical conversations are not nearly as 
forefront and rich as they should be. I, for one, believe there are no barbed wire fences 
in heaven. I hope this discussion will inspire members of the diocese to become further 
involved in ecumenical initiatives. I am confident Sr. Lorelei’s visit will bear fruit in this 
time of growth.” 
 

Tracing her personal faith journey from the Dutch Reformed Church, to the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, to the Roman Catholic Church, Sr. Lorelei said her heart is 
“passionate for the unity of God’s church through the ecumenical movement.”  
 

A member of the Society of Atonement, Graymoor, who has worked as a theological 
consultant at The Interchurch Center in New York since 1990, Sr. Lorelei says the 
ecumenical movement lost momentum in the six decades following the formation of the 
World Council of Churches in 1948. However, evidence of churches working together for 
the greater good is prevalent in the area of social justice.  
 

“People see a unified Church in action when there’s a disaster, but where’s the 
continuum into daily life? I think we need to ask ourselves: ‘what are the ecumenical 
possibilities right here, right now, in this church, parish and city?’”  
 

According to Sr. Lorelei, ecumenical dialogue should not be a contest to see how one 
church measures up to another church’s standards. Nor is it a compromise of 
ecclesiastical understandings. “If God wanted a monolithic unity we would not look like 
we do. That is not the intention or the heart of God.” 
 

Rather, she says, we should come to the dialogical table as equal partners, prepared to 
use “both/and” not “either/or” language rooted in love and theology. “We must be 
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prepared to give each other the ecclesiastical benefit of the doubt. In the very least, we 
have the ecumenical heart to be brothers and sisters together.” 
 

Christians, she said, share a common focus: logos - Jesus who is the Christ, sent by the 
Father, through the Holy Spirit. As Paul wrote in his Letter to the Ephesians: There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all 
and in all. (Ephesians 4:4-6) 
 

The key to moving today’s fractured churches toward a future unity, explained Sr. 
Lorelei, is koinonia – a theological concept, meaning communion by intimate 
participation. In theory and practice ecumenical dialogue should be a conduit to 
heightened, unified spirituality. “The goal is to look each other in the eye and see Christ; 
receiving each other’s tradition as a gift.” 
 
By Margaret Marschall, Director of Communications, Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 

 

Holy Trinity Anglican and Trinity Lutheran in Edmonton working together: 
 

Sunday, June 3, 10:30 am: Joint service at Holy Trinity with combined choirs, followed by a picnic
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Recapturing the Vision at the Alberta Synod Study Conference 
 

 

 
 

Dr. John P. Bowen, Wycliffe College, Toronto 
 

Dr. John P. Bowen, associate professor of evangelism and director of the Institute of 
Evangelism at Wycliffe College in Toronto was guest lecturer at the Synod Study 
Conference in Canmore, Alta., February 6-9. He is also a leader of the annual Anglican 
Church Planting Conference, and involved in the Canadian Fresh Expressions initiative.  
 

Bowen began the session by saying, “Tell me something you have learned about 
evangelism in the last year … something that gave you insight, that startled you, 
something that’s been a practical skill, or that helped you think differently.” 
 

Someone immediately said, “I’ve found that Lutherans practice biblical evangelism. They 
take their inspiration from the gospel of Mark 16:8 – ‘and lo, the disciples went and hid 
themselves and said nothing to anyone for they were afraid.’”  
 

When the laughter settled, other thoughts surfaced: 
 Service to others opens doors to evangelism; 
 Inviting someone to church really works; 
 You can’t assume that people know about Jesus, because sometimes they don’t; 
 Opportunities present themselves which, if you recognize them, can lead to 

sharing or prayer; 
 Kindness helps … when people are nice to each other amazing things can 

happen and doors open to the spirit; 
 Asking people if they believe in God is only a starting point; 
 It’s a creative thing - conversations are never the same, and each person plays a 

different part in helping someone come to faith in Christ. 
 

“I suspect that, in your tribe (Lutheran), as in my tribe (Anglican) there is still some 
uneasiness about evangelism,” said Bowen. During the first 100 years of the church’s 
life when the apostles went out to talk to people, the church grew at a faster rate than 
any other time in history. Today, many Christians are embarrassed to talk about 
evangelism. But in the secular world, evangelism is anything but embarrassing – it’s 
good for business, and we all participate. As consumers, our enthusiasm for one product 
or another is too good to keep to ourselves, so we tell someone. We become 
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evangelists. To become evangelists in the religious sense, we need to recapture the 
vision of the gospel, and to be able to say of it, “Wow … this is so amazing!” We need to 
do better in sharing the good news of the gospel.  
 

“Now,” said Bowen, “what do you say the gospel is? And, what is good news about the 
Christian faith for you?” 

 

The answers were varied:  
 Christ died for our sins; 
 Christ was raised from the dead; 
 Unconditional love; 
 Forgiveness and second chances; 
 For sinners, there is still rest to be found in the 

Lord Jesus Christ; 
 God loves us too much to leave us as we are; 
 It is a theology of liberation. 

 
What is good news for us at this point in our lives may be 
different from what was good news in our lives ten years 
ago, and what will be good news for us in the future. The 
good news today for Dr. Bowen is that Jesus Christ 
makes all things new, not just theologically, but in 
friendship, marriage and work. He says we need to keep 
hold of those two dimensions – the global (Jesus is good 
news for the world through the cross and resurrection.) 
and the personal (How is Jesus good news in my life 
today?) and be able to move back and forth from one to 
the other. 

 

Pastors Markus Wilhelm (above) 
and Dennis Aicken (below) take 
part in the group discussion. 

 

The good news for a 12 year old girl who’s father had 
been killed several years earlier in the Second World 
War, was being told at a Christian camp that God would 
be her father, would never leave her, and never die. This 
good news engaged her where she was and she has 
been a follower of Jesus ever since.  
 

To a young man at university the good news was that 
when he  “opened his heart to God”, he discovered to his 
surprise, that he felt more alive than ever before. 
 

A university student was working on a first year 
philosophy paper entitled, “Who Am I”. While discussing it 
with her writing teacher, she said, “This is not just an 

academic exercise for me. Frankly, I really don’t know who I am anymore.” The door was 
opened and the teacher shared her good news. “I know how you feel, and you need to 
know from me that I am a follower of Jesus. For me, my personality and all the different 
parts of who I am come together through my relationship with Jesus Christ. He knows 
me through and through and I can be at rest before Him.” 
 

For every one us the good news is different and it affects us in different ways – Jesus 
meets us at our need where we are most vulnerable. The uniting factor in all this good 
news is that God is at work in our world. He has not given up. Jesus tells us to repent 
and believe – words that today are given some bad press. There is a sense that “repent” 
is a miserable thing, and that “believe” means we need to start a list and check things 
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off. If we are not “bad”, if we are just ordinary people making decisions and doing the 
best we can for our families and ourselves, do we really need to repent and believe? 
 

Yes we do. Our “sin” is not that we are self-centred or selfish, but that we are self-
directed and not putting God first in our lives – something we don’t often think about until 
our attention is drawn to it.  
 

Bowen once asked a group of students what they thought Christianity was about. The 
answers he received were factual, but that was all. There was nothing in Christianity that 
had engaged them – that they heard as good news. Then Dr. Bowen was asked, “So, 
what do you think Christianity is about?” After thinking about how he might best connect 
with them, he replied, “It seems to me, Christianity is about joy. God wants a world that 
is filled with joy. You and I screw up every day and do stupid things that means God’s 
plan for joy in the world is frustrated. But God says, follow Jesus, live for Jesus and if 
you do that, little by little, joy will be restored to your life. And through you, guess what? 
Joy will slowly be restored to the world as well.”  There was silence, and then someone 
said, “I’ve never heard that before.” And a second one said, “I kind of like it.” 
 

Evangelism and discipleship belong together. “When Jesus called the fishermen to be 
disciples, to repent and believe, to give up their self-directed, but respectable lives and 
follow him,” said Bowen, “what they did was improvise.” 
 

That’s what we need to do as evangelists, too. Maybe we can find a way of saying the 
gospel in a way that’s never been heard before. The disciples didn’t know what was 
coming, but they moved with faith into the story as God had laid it out. We can too. 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Editor 
 
Lutherans Without Borders 

Bishop Jessica Crist, 
Montana Synod, ELCA 

 

Bishop Jessica Crist of the Montana Synod, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, (ELCA), 
attended the Synod Study Conference in Canmore, 
February 6-9. When asked what message she 
would bring to the assembly, she said, “I’d like to 
bring attention to how much our two synods have in 
common. About 6 years ago we started having 
cross the border events, especially focusing on rural 
life. We met first in Medicine Hat, Alberta, then a 
couple of years later in Shelby, Montana, and last 
year in Lethbridge, Alberta. Our two synods made a 
commitment to this cross-border relationship. None 
of the other U.S. or Canadian synods are doing this, 
so we feel sort of special and appreciate the 
connection we have as Christians living in Western 
North America.  
 

I will also talk about how our church has fared since 2009 when we took a church-wide 
vote similar to the one taken by the ELCIC last year. Your synod, as ours did, is 
experiencing pain and loss. But we also experienced healing. I want to tell you that it’s 
hard, but you will get past it. 
 

We have good people in both of our synods. It’s good to get together, as we have today, 
and affirm that we are all part of the body of Christ.” 
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A Faithful Leap to a Sustainable Future 
 

 

When you look into our future, are we heading down a 
track that will lead to a better world for our grandchildren, 

or are we on one that can no 
longer be sustained? From a 
variety of perspectives the 
unsustainability of our current 
track seems clear. 
 
Looked at it from the 
perspective of energy, the 
International Energy Agency 
announces that “current global 
trends in energy supply and 
consumption are patently 
unsustainable - environmentally, 
economically and socially” (IEA 
Energy Outlook 2008). We can 

look at it from the perspective of the environment where we are witness to the 
acidification of our oceans, the destruction of coral reefs and the fish they support, or to 
toxins building up in human bodies. In terms of finances, food, and social capital . . . it 
seems we are on the wrong track. So how do we switch? 

 
 

Author: Chris Turner 
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This was the topic of KAIROS’ annual dialogue day in Calgary, Feb. 11, 2012. Chris 
Turner, author of The Geography of Hope (Vintage Canada) and The Leap: How to 
Survive and Thrive in The Sustainable Economy (Random House Canada), spent the 
morning leading people in an exploration of how we can leap to a sustainable economy. 
At the heart of the conversation was Turner’s thesis that we can make this change, not 
by incremental adjustments, but by a single leap onto a new track. 
 
According to Turner, this leap has already happened in places like Germany with its 
feed-in tariff policy which offers cost-based compensation for renewable energy 
producers, in communities that have developed effective and attractive public 
transportation and bicycle lanes, and where communities are designed to make getting 
around on foot easy and enjoyable. What is clear in areas where the leap to a 
sustainable track has taken place is that it is not technology, but rather a shared 
commitment that makes change happen. 

Northern Social 
Ministry Coordinator 

 

Rev. Renita Falkenstern 
 
 

accepts a call to 
LutherCare Communities 

in her hometown of 
Saskatoon, SK. 

 

We wish her well and thank 
her for her tireless efforts in 

championing the cause of 
social justice. 

   
Our churches can play a critical role. We can 
share our moral vision of a love that stretches 
beyond our consumer desires. We have 
communities in which our dreams of a world 
for our children can be shared over supper 
tables and enacted in church buildings. And 
we have a voice to call on those who are in 
positions of power to lead us, not towards our 
destruction, but towards a sustainable and 
beautiful future. May God’s Spirit give us faith 
to make this leap. 
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By Pastor Ryan Andersen 
Social Ministry Coordinator, southern AB 
Advent Lutheran, Calgary 



Out of Dust into Light 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief Global Encounter 2012 
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 Water booster station, near Shedder Refugee Camp, Ethiopia 
 
From February 22 – March 7, 30 delegates from Lutheran Church Canada (LCC) and 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) visited Africa to see development 
projects and hold meetings with CLWR’s partners and potential partners. The 
participants split into three groups for eight days of visits to Ethiopia, Mozambique, and 
Zambia. 
 

I was in the group of 10 who visited the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 
CLWR’s partner there is Lutheran World Federation’s Department for World Service 
(LWF-DWS). We visited two projects in the eastern part of the country (Somali Regional 
State): the Teferi Ber and Sheder Refugee Project, and the Jijiga-Chinaksen Integrated 
Community Development Project (ICDP). 
 

The refugee project is a collaboration with United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR). LWF manages the water distribution system, promotes 
environmental protection, and sponsors livelihood development activities in the camps of 
Aw Barre and Sheder. These camps house 44,000 environmental refugees from 
Somalia, 80 kms to the east. We witnessed multi-storey and backyard gardening, 
backyard poultry production, and saw the entire community—men, women, and 
children—working with gusto on a drip irrigation project to produce vegetables.  
 

These refugees are planning on returning to their farms in Somalia once the rains return 
to alleviate the severe drought of recent years. While I had feared what I might see in the 
camps, my qualms were turned 180°. Instead of despair, I found hope—enthusiasm in 
the faces of the men who told us about their plans to go home, determination in the 
women’s efforts, joy in the children’s play. 
 

The highlight of the next day’s visit to the ICDP was the inauguration of an elementary 
school situated at the end of a long, dry valley. We reached it after a 2+ hour bone-
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jarring drive in the trusty LWF 
Land Cruisers. The enthusiastic 
singing and drumming of the 
crowd of 150 students, parents, 
and teachers brought a lump to 
my throat. We were humbled by 
the circumstances of the people 
in this isolated community and by 
the testimonials they shared 
about how LWF had brought 
them “out of dust into light,” as 
one woman expressed it. We also 
visited the community-run nursery 
that is preparing seedlings to 
plant on the bare, sun-blasted 
hills to reduce water and wind 
erosion.  
 

On day three, we visited a 
potential project site three hours 
south of the capital, Addis Ababa, 
at Hitosa Woreda in the Oromia 
region. Here, the agricultural 
project of an earlier non-
government organization (NGO) 
to introduce apple production largely failed because the community development 
activities—an integral part of LWF-DWS’s work—had been missed. Six months after that 
other NGO closed the project, there was no sustaining local leadership to ensure the 
project’s continuation. This locale has been selected as the first in the LWF-DWS system 
to pioneer economic “value chain” activities in which local agricultural producers plan 
and control the production, marketing, transportation, and distribution of their products. 

 
 

   Women at school inauguration - Chinaksen ICDP, Ethiopia 

 

Back in Addis, we visited the Canadian Embassy to advocate for our projects with the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) officer and to introduce the LWF-
DWS country representative, Dr. Lemma Degefa.  
 

We paid courtesy visits to the President of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane 
Yesus (EECMY), the Rev. Dr. Wakseyoum Idossa, and the chair of the LWF Ethiopia 
Program, Mr. Kes Dereje Jemburu. In Ethiopia, the work of the LWF is jointly governed 
by LWF-DWS and EECMY. (In addition, the EECMY does domestic work through its 
Development and Social Services Commission). Meetings also took place between 
CLWR’s treasurer, Gene Blishen, and Lyn Stienstra, CLWR’s financial officer, and LWF 
Ethiopia’s finance manager, Mr. Ato Benti.  
 

The EECMY is often referred to as “Mekane Yesus” and I was pleased to learn that 
mekane translates as “the dwelling place of”—thus the church is named “the dwelling 
place of Jesus”.  
 

I was most impressed throughout the Ethiopia visit with Dr. Degefa. A son of Ethiopia, he 
is an inspiring leader—knowledgeable, experienced, wise, and a poet in how he 
describes the complexities of development work in a challenging context.  
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For the remaining five days, the three 
groups, having joined together at O. R. 
Tambo International Airport in 
Johannesburg, traveled overland to the 
Kingdom of Lesotho for meetings with 
government officials who are interested 
in having CLWR assist with 
socioeconomic development. It was 
there, in the capital city of Maseru, that 
the board held its semi-annual meeting, 
attended by CLWR’s international advisor 
Dr. Ishmael Noko as well as the LWF 
country representatives for Ethiopia (Dr. 
Lemma Degefa), Mozambique (George 
Mkanze), and Zambia (Philip Wijmans). 
We were taken on accompanied tours 
around the capital to the National 
University of Lesotho, a public housing 
project, an orphanage, and land 
reclamation projects. 

 
 

Twelve Ethiopian fasting dishes "Beyayneta" at Lucy 
Gazebo Restaurant, Addis 
 

Our odyssey ended with game drives in Pilanesberg National Park, South Africa, before 
we boarded our flights for the 40+ hour marathon trip home. 
 

Global Encounter 2012 enabled my fellow board members and me to gain a firsthand 
understanding of development processes and of the projects supported by CLWR. It 
allowed us to develop relationships with key people in the development programs, local 
churches, and government. We come away better equipped to tell the stories of 
development to our donors and in a stronger position to advocate with Canadian MPs 
and CIDA officials.  
 

The cost of this special all-board Global Encounter had been planned over several years 
to be covered by the budget line “Board Development Activities”. No development work 
funds were used. Given the potentially dramatic changes in our funding relationship with 
CIDA in 2013, the timing of this Global Encounter was significant.  
 

Global Encounter 2012 has been a spiritual gift to me and to all those who participated. 
We have been blessed and inspired to pursue our commitment to the life-giving work of 
CLWR. Thanks be to God.  
 
By Marcus Busch, CLWR Board Member, Edmonton AB

 

New Summer Adult Education Program 
School of Faith – June 4-8, 2012 

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, SK 
 

Open to lay members of the church, these classes will focus on the Bible, 
Lutheran Theology and History, as well as various pastoral topics. 

 

Registration deadline: May 18 
 

Seminary professors, Dr. Jann Boyd, Dr. Christian Eberhart, Dr. Gordon Jensen and 
Dr. Kristine Ruffatto, will share lecture and discussion in their fields of specialty. 

 

Information: Call the registrar at 306-966-7856 or email: susan.avant@usask.ca 
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Colombian Guests to Attend Synod Convention May 24-27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Martinez served as Pastor in two Lutheran 
congregations, one for six years and the 
second for five years, until he was called to 
serve as Bishop and President of The 
Lutheran Church of Colombia. 
 

Varόn is part of the National Staff of Lutheran 
Women of Colombia. From this position they 
work on training the women of the church in 
topics such as gender and leadership 
development to serve the church and 
community. 
 

Ojeda has worked as a teacher and principal 
in three of the Lutheran Schools in Colombia 
and currently is the Principal of the Lutheran 
School in Sogamoso which has 420 students.Bishop Eduardo Martinez, 

and his wife Yamile Varόn 

 
 
 
 

Zulma Ojeda (centre)

 
ELW Legacy Lives On in Bawlf, Alberta 
 
It has been two years since the Evangelical Lutheran Women’s organization (ELW) 
ceased to exist at the national church level, but the women barely skipped a beat. All 
over the country, church women re-invented their organizations to carry on their 
fellowship and service to others. Bawlf Lutheran, a congregation south-east of Camrose 
in central Alberta, that was organized by Norwegian immigrants in 1902, is one of them. 

 
Now known as the 
Lutheran Church 
Women, Carol 
Uglem of Bawlf 
Lutheran Church 
says their group is 
as active as ever. 
Monthly bible 
studies, projects 
including the Food 
Bank, Open Door, 
Women’s Shelter, 
CLWR, and On 
Eagles Wings keep 
them focused on 
helping care for the 
world’s inhabitants. 
Thanks to this group, 
Slave Lake fire 

victims, and people at Hope Mission and the Women’s Shelter are snuggling under 
warm, hand-made quilts this winter. Their annual Grandmother’s Tea will mark 40 years 
in 2012. When a child is baptized, a monogrammed keepsake towel and hand-made 
blanket is presented to the family. Children five years old and under are treated to a 
cradle-roll program with singing, stories, games and a fishing pond. From babies to 
grandparents, no one is left out. They are busy, and loving it. 

 
 

Mir Roth (L) and Carol Uglem (R) of Bawlf Lutheran Church, present an
impressive mound of quilts crafted by their church women’s group. 
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New Year’s Baby Joins Congregation in Barrhead, AB 
 
 

Top Left: Kale Kenneth Rentz 
was welcomed into the world 
as Barrhead’s 2012 New 
Year’s baby. Pastor Kevin 
Ree of St. Johns Lutheran 
Church, baptizes Kale as 
sponsors, Brianna Lefebvre 
and Michael Gravel look on. 
 

Bottom Left: Kale is the fifth 
child of Terry and Jennifer 
Rentz. Pictured here in 
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“It’s a family affair” are: 
Terry Rentz (proud dad) 
brother Kayden (camera 
shy), Jennifer Rentz (jubilant 
mom), brother Liam and older 
sisters, Raelyn and Ashlyn, 
as well as sponsors Michael 
Gravel and Michael’s bride to 
be, Brianna Lefebvre, with 
Pastor Kevin Ree in the 
background. 
 

Kale is the newest member of 
a four-generation family who 
all worship at St. Johns, 
Barrhead. 
 
By Myrtle Wegner, 
St. John’s Lutheran, Barrhead 
 

 

Rev. Barbara Groote Installed at Ascension, Edmonton
 

On Saturday, February 18, 
in an afternoon service 
with Rev. Markus Wilhelm 
presiding, Rev. Barbara 
Groote was installed as 
pastor of Ascension 
Lutheran, Edmonton, AB.  
 

Her first official duty as 
pastor was not far away. 
Groote conducted the 
worship service there the 
very next day. 
 

She has settled into life at 
Ascension and they, in 
turn, have embraced her. 
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Rev. Marc Jerry: Reflections on Ordination and Installation 

 
 

On Saturday, April 14, 2012, with 
Bishop Ron Mayan presiding, I was 
ordained into the holy ministry of word 
and sacrament and installed as the 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Red Deer, AB. It was 
an absolutely splendid day! My lovely 
wife Marnie and I are so appreciative of 
the family, friends, and colleagues who 
sent their good wishes or came to be a 
part of the day. Visitors came from near 
and far – members of Good Shepherd, 
seminary classmates, clergy 
colleagues, friends, members of my 
former home parish (Shepherd King in 
Calgary), and family members from all 
over Alberta and Saskatchewan. Some 
classmates and a seminary faculty 
member from Saskatoon spent 12 
hours in the car to get here. Even my 
internship supervisors from 
Saskatchewan, Rev. Dr. Richard 
Hordern and Rev. Lois Knudsen 
Munholland traveled from Regina and 
Strasbourg for the event. 

 
 
 

Rev. Marc Jerry and Rev. John Lentz 

 

   Carmen Jerry (daughter) leads the procession.
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The Rev. Leighton Lee (my Brother-in-
law), Rector of the Cathedral church of 
the Redeemer in Calgary was the 
preacher. In proclaiming the gospel, his 
message was incredibly strong - a note 
of celebration, but mixed with a gentle 
reminder of the magnitude of what my 
family and I are getting into. 
 

Of particular interest was that I was 
ordained right in the parish where I will 
serve – so this was also a splendid 
celebration for the congregation of 
Good Shepherd as they warmly 
welcomed me as their new pastor. 
 

On Sunday morning, April 15, I 
preached my first Easter 2 sermon and 
presided over the Eucharist as Good 
Shepherd’s new pastor. I give thanks to 
the Lord our God for all of the blessings 
we have received throughout this 
ongoing journey! 
 
By Rev. Marc Jerry, Good Shepherd, Red Deer  
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50 Years at Our Saviour … It’s more than looking back!  
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On April 15, 1962 Lutheran Church of Our 
Saviour in Calgary was officially organized by 
Pastor Lothar Schwabe on the edge of Calgary. 
On April 15, 2012, hundreds of people gathered 
together for a weekend to celebrate 50 years of 
God’s faithfulness to Lutheran Church of Our 
Saviour and our surrounding community. 
Complete with a couple afternoon teas, a talent 
show, and a very special worship service with 
beautiful music and a message from Bishop 
Ron Mayan, it was a testament to God’s work 
in our vibrant church family. The 50th 
anniversary is more than a weekend 
celebration, it’s a full year of thanksgiving and 
connecting with our community. On May 6th we 
will be closing the doors on Sunday Morning for 
our third annual “Be the Church Sunday” as we 
serve in the neighbourhood. Add to this a 
community pool party and VBS for local kids, a 

special Stampede breakfast in the neighbourhood, and free concerts, the church is really 
throwing a party! We will also have a little fun this summer as we turn the “way back 
machine” to 1962 and host a retro worship service like they did 50 years ago in the old 
part of the church, complete with type-written bulletins and the old hymns. 
 
For us, 2012 is about more than looking back … it’s a year to celebrate the momentum 
of the Holy Spirit’s work in Lutheran Church of Our Saviour as we move forward  
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together. As we focus on living as followers of Jesus and citizens of the Kingdom of God, 
we are learning how to live missionally by being attentive to what God is doing around us 
and joining with God in that work. We are asking Jesus to transform us into his likeness 
and shape within us his heart for a world in need. So here’s to the last 50 and, with our 
hearts turned toward Our Saviour Jesus, we look forward to the next 50. 
 

Check out a video created as part of the 50th anniversary celebrations: 
http://vimeo.com/40123964 
 
By Preston Pouteaux, Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary 
 
 
 

Caring for All Creation
 
To care for creation means to care for 
ourselves, for others, for our life together 
culturally and politically, as well as for the 
natural world. 
 
Chester Ronning Centre, Religion and 
Public Life instructors, Dittmar Mündel 
(photo left) and David Goa (photo right) 
have prepared a course that will use a 
variety of religious traditions to address 
questions such as: 

 How do we care for ourselves 
with our gifts and struggles in our 
living and dying? 

 How do we care for our culture, 
for words speaking truth and 
reconnecting us to one another? 

 How can we strengthen our 
communities? 

 How do we improve and enrich 
our political discourse to move 
from propaganda to a common 
concern for our life together in 
this province and nation? 

 How do we care for the natural 
world and learn to appreciate its 
gifts to us, and the limits of our 
use of these gifts? 

 
The course will run Monday evenings 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., room C014 in the 
Chester Ronning Centre, University of 
Alberta Augustana Campus, Camrose, 
AB, September 5 to December 5, 2012. 
 
Cost to Public: $150 suggested donation 
to the Chester Ronning Centre. 
 
For inquiries contact Rebecca Warren 
rebecca.warren@ualberta.ca 

 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  
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