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Ever since Canada 
Lutheran ran a cover 
story on Pastor Chad 
Moir’s emerging church 
experiment in Sask-
atoon (July/August 

2008), I have been interested in the 
conversation. It hasn’t been difficult to 
educate myself on the emerging church 
because on-line resources abound. It is 
understandable and laudable that the 
institutional Church would have 
concern for its lost generations – those 
who have become un-churched, de-
churched or have experienced spiritual 
wounds from the institution. In true, 
biblical, missional style the message of 
Jesus is being taken to where people 
are at – pubs, cafes, chatrooms and 
blogspots – wherever. Entering the 
conversation with people in those 
venues allows for a freedom to 
dialogue not often experienced in the 
institutional Church context. 

As I read it, the proponents of the 
emerging church (and its cousin, the 
house church movement) are trying to 
recover a primitive sense of Christian 
community that, while keenly aware of 
contemporary culture and deeply 

engaged with it, avoids the consumerism and perceived superficiality of mainstream 
churches. This works out in an emphasis on feelings and affections over linear thought, 
experience over truth, inclusion over exclusion, participation over individualism – the 
prized common ground among post-moderns. Dr. R. Albert Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, critiques the emerging 
church movement in a recent article for The Christian Post, saying that the most 
influential founders and leaders have embraced an understanding of Christianity that is 
inherently unstable, often sub-biblical, and dangerously evasive when it comes to 
matters of truth. Brian McLaren is one of those influential founders and leaders, and with 
his recently published book A New Kind of Christianity: Ten Questions that are 
Transforming the Faith (HarperOne, 2010), he calls for more than a few minor tweaks to 
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Christianity. He essentially talks about deconstructing Christianity and re-inventing it so 
that it speaks with power to post-modern people. What does that look like? Well, this 
isn’t your mama’s Christianity. In fact, just about everything we and mama know about 
God, the Bible and Christianity is wrong, according to McLaren. But let’s not throw the 
baby out with the bath water. McLaren does not speak for everyone in the emerging 
church movement. Many leaders have theologies quite different from his – dare we say, 
even orthodox? Admittedly, it’s hard to pin down emerging church movement folk 
because they come from a variety of viewpoints and religious experiences. But there is 
one bottom line that they share: the institutional Church doesn’t work for them. We need 
to humbly admit that possibility. 

Then I read a blog from a man named 
Dan, who described himself as 
emerging from the emerging 
church/house church movement. He 
says that only in the last year has he 
begun to deconstruct the decon-
struction. His view of emerging church 
is tarnished. He says that so much 
that passes for spirituality these days 
is nothing more than middle class, 20-
something coffee culture. If you like 
jazz, soul patches, earth tone furniture 
and lattes, that’s cool. But this culture 
is no holier than the McNugget 
football culture that most people live 
in. He asks: Why does incarnational 
ministry usually mean hanging out at 
Starbuck’s instead of McDonald’s? 
Dan discovered that he needed 
precisely what he had deconstructed. 
He found his spiritual home in a 
mainline church. 

Coffee culture? Spiritual home? 

 
 The emerging church doesn’t work 
for everyone. What form of church 
does? It may well be that the 
emerging church / house church 
movements may give rise to people 
who, like Dan, find their spiritual home 
where they least expected to find it, in 
the institutional church. But that is not 
the goal. The goal is enabling 
disaffected people to enter into the 
faith conversation. I am going to 
watch and see where this all leads. 
And in the meantime, I won’t fault any 
effort to communicate the Gospel – by 
all means. 
 
+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop 
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Convention Delegates will soon Head to Camrose   

Around the 
Synod 

 

 
 
Coming Events 

The 2010 Synod Convention Committee, clockwise from left: Gail 
Stolee, Marilyn Murray, Ray Blacklock, Nora Gilbertson, Pastor Kristian Wold, Robyn 
Simpson-Mohr, Walter Goos, Janet Charlton, and 
Sharon Villetard meet to finalize plans for the biennial 
convention. This year delegates and visitors meet 
June 3 – 6 at the University of Alberta, Augustana 
Campus in Camrose.  
 
The convention theme, “Rooted in Christ, Clothed with 
Joy”, and symbolized by the image at right, comes 
from Col. 2:6-7: “As you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  
 
There’s still time! Come to Clay 2010 in London, Ontario 

 
August 19 – 22, 2010 the ELCIC and the Anglican Church of 
Canada are bringing the Youth of the nation together in London, 
Ontario. CLAY (Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth) is still accepting 
registrations, but only till May 31, so don’t delay! Find out more at 
www.clay2010.ca or contact Rev. Paul Gehrs (204-984-9156) at the 
ELCIC National Office to receive a hard copy of the registration 
materials. Join the CLAY Facebook group to see what’s happening. 

 
 
Ready for a little exercise? Come to the Mulhurst Camp Fun Razer. 
 
Saturday, May 29, pledge a little time, a little cash, and 
have a whole lot of fun by joining Mulhurst Camp 
enthusiasts for a “fun” fundraiser that includes golf, 
beach volleyball, a bike-a-thon and a silent auction. A 
Bar-B-Q supper puts the finishing touch on the day’s 
activities. Come for the afternoon, the day or the whole 
weekend. Call Linda at 780-389-4355 for more 
information or to reserve a camping spot. 
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Living to Serve 
How one American pastor found our church – and stayed for 72 years. 

On March 30, 2010 the Rev. Dr. George 
Evenson celebrated his 99th birthday. He and 
Wayne Gretzky have something in common … 
they’ve both accomplished great things with 
that number. 
 
George Oliver Evenson (right) was born in a 
farmhouse near Lake Preston, South Dakota 
in 1911, the eldest in a family of eight children. 
In 1914 the family moved to a farm near Sinai, 
S.D. His parents, teachers turned farmers, 
encouraged him to excel in all he did. So, he 
became very good at his daily farm chores, 
milking cows, and his school studies! 
Eventually, however, Sinai had no further 
education to offer. One fall after the harvest 

At the Synod Convention in June, Rev. Dr. George 
Evenson will be honoured for 72 years of service. 
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was finished, his father drove 
him 65 miles to Augustana 
College in Sioux Falls, and 
George settled into residence 
and the life of a college 
student (photo right). 
 
Trouble, however, was not far 
away. The stock market 
crashed in 1929, and times 
grew tough for his family. 
They could help with tuition 
fees for only one year, so 
George went to work part-
time at a grocery store to put 

himself through college. Following in his 
parent’s footsteps, he became a teacher. 
But something was stirring inside. 
 
“I felt I had three choices,” he said. “I liked 
the farm, I had been a teacher, and at my 
college graduation I had been awarded the 
Luther League Scholarship for the 
seminary – it was $50. I was 23 years old 
and hadn’t yet made my decision.”  
 
That summer of 1934 he was working at 
the college doing odd repair jobs for 40 
cents an hour. He had sent out a few 
applications for teaching jobs, but hadn’t 
received a response. Then, one day the 
Chairman of the Education Department 
came to him with a letter containing an 
invitation to apply to Huron High School. 
“Well,” said George, “ when they send you 
an invitation to apply, you know you will be 
accepted. I told him, ‘But I’m going to 
seminary this fall!’ ” 

 
He completed his Bachelor of Divinity at Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul in 1938 at age 27 and married his 
sweetheart, Marguerite, whom he had met a few years 
earlier. That fateful summer George was helping out on 
a farm belonging to family friends, when their daughter, 
Ruth, brought lunch to the field. “There was a stranger 
with her,” said George, his eyes twinkling. “A nurse from 
Minneapolis, and we were introduced.” The rest, as they 
say, is history. 
 
In 1938, when presented with a call to serve a parish, 

Marguerite and George Evenson 

George becomes a teacher.
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“no” was not an option. That is why, on July 1, 1938, George and his bride entered 
Canada as Landed Immigrants and made the trip to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan in a 
1936 Chev that cost $465.00. George laughs. “I told the Lord that I would go where He 
wanted me to, but I never mentioned Canada!” It worked out well, however, both for 
Canada and for George and Marguerite. He served Central Lutheran Church, a 
congregation of about 150 people, together with four other congregations up to 80 miles 
away for two years. And he did it for $125 per month and no mileage reimbursement. 
 
Over time the Rev. Dr. Evenson alternated between preaching and teaching. He spent 
twelve years at the Saskatchewan Lutheran Bible Institute in Outlook and then moved to 
Edmonton to serve at Central Lutheran Church until 1954. From there he went to teach 
for a year at Camrose 
Lutheran College, then back 
to Saskatchewan to the 
Lutheran Theological 
Seminary until 1974. Alberta 
beckoned once again, and 
this time he stayed, 
ministering to Mt. Olivet 
Lutheran Church in 
Sherwood Park until 1980 
and then to the Canadian 
Bible Institute in Camrose 
until 1985. Camrose has 
been his home ever since. 
 
If you wondered if the 
Evenson’s found the time to 
have a family, they did – two 
sons, Leonard and Tom, and 
a daughter, Lois. His dear 
Marguerite died on March 29, 1987.  
 
His life is full and has expanded to 
include grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Until just a few years 
ago, he served as supply pastor, 
and did hospital visitation. 
 
His hope for us is that along with the 
“love” of God, we do not forget to 
place emphasis on the “holiness” of 
God. We are, after all, saved by 
grace through Jesus Christ. George 
continues to follow his motto: 
Live dependent on God; live simply; 
live to serve. 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Synod Editor 
 
All black and white photos provided by 

George at age 12, sharpening the sickle blade.
Living simply, not simply living. 

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, 1966 

Rev. Dr. George Evenson
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From the Pew 
 

We are accustomed to messages and stories being delivered from the pulpit. In 
this section of “Celebrations” you will read words belonging to people who sit in the 
pews. Over time, stories will be collected from churches throughout our Synod. They 
may tell of personal faith journeys or memorable experiences from the present or past – 
something uplifting, something funny or something sad. This second offering comes from 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hanna, Alberta. 
 
Alice Christensen: Lost and Found 
 
I was raised in a Christian home in Dixon, Alberta. In our family it was customary that, 
after finishing high school, we kids would go out to look for work. I went to Edmonton to 
room with my two older sisters, and got a job as a stenographer at the Royal Bank on 
Jasper Avenue. After working there for a year and a half, I decided to go to Bible school 
in Camrose. It was 1954. I had been attending church in Edmonton and after listening to 
a strong evangelical preacher, my heart told me it was time. 
 
I knew, however, that when I registered at CLBI, the Dean would ask if I had peace with 
God. This really bothered me because I didn’t know if I did. The week before I left I 
barely got any sleep. I knew the Holy Spirit was convicting me. 
 
When I arrived at school and spoke with the Dean my fears were realized. He asked me 
“the question” – and I said yes! That night I never slept at all. I knew I had not told the 
truth. The next morning I knocked on the Dean’s door and told him what I had done. He 
didn’t scold. He said, “Let’s pray.” 
 
 We bowed our heads and after praying, a huge weight was lifted from my shoulders. An 
indescribable peace came over me. I claimed 1 John 1:9 as my own and have leaned on 

this promise ever since. “If we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

Alice and Norman Christensen 
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After leaving Bible school I went to work in 
Calgary. It was in February of the following 
year that I met a wonderful Christian man. 
Norman and I were engaged in June and 
married in November of 1957. During the first 
eleven years of a wonderful marriage, we had 
three boys and one daughter, of whom we are 
very proud – thanks be to God! 
 
Within the last twelve years I have survived 
three heart attacks, through which God gave 
me the same peace. I shall always be thankful 
for this. Church is the center of our lives. My 
husband and I have celebrated our 52nd 
wedding anniversary, and we look forward to 
many more. 
 

Submitted by Alice Christensen, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hanna, AB 
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Norman Christensen: The Voice from the Corner  
 
Growing up on a farm in the 1930’s depression left much to be desired, but also much to 
be appreciated. My parents, both Christians from Denmark, immigrated to Canada and 
met each other in Calgary at a house where Danes from all over Calgary met on 
weekends for fellowship. They married in the spring of 1928 and had six boys between 
the years 1929 and 1936. How’s that for increasing the population of Canada in a short 
time! 

 
They bought a section of land with nothing on it but 
coulees, trees, and open fields, and agreed to pay 
$6.00 per acre. After building a house with the logs 
they cut, and purchasing a few horses to farm with, 
they couldn’t pay a cent toward ownership of the 
property. The government at the time let them stay 
on the farm to exist and raise their family, which 
they did, with the aid of a garden, chickens and two 
milk cows. Bless my parents; although we were 
often barefoot and wore clothes made from 
gunnysacks, we never went to bed hungry. 
 

When I was in my late teens I became very confused about life. We were brought up 
knowing that money was scarce and, as number three son, it was hard to see my two 
older brothers leave home to find work. After several difficult months of confusion, 
depression, and not being able to fully comprehend what life was all about, I decided I 
would end my life. I couldn’t talk to anyone about my inner problems for fear of ridicule.  
I didn’t want to be called crazy. I was alone in the bunkhouse where we slept and had 
everything arranged to cut my wrists. Just before I was going to do it, an angel appeared 
in the corner of the room and said, “Don’t do it. The peace of God be with you; follow 
me.” The peace that passes all understanding came 
over me, and what a relief it was. After that, I believed 
in God. 
 
I found work in Calgary and met my wife, Alice, in 
Calgary – an answer to prayer. We worked on farms, 
eventually rented a farm and even moved to Ft. St. 
John, B.C. where we purchased a farm, while still 
retaining and working the rental property in Alberta! 
After more than fourty-two trips at 600 miles one way, 
we sold the B.C. property and purchased land 
northwest of Hanna. Our family of three boys, one girl, 
and now eight grandchildren, has made us very proud.  
 
We have always found a Lutheran church wherever 
we lived and have served our Lord in many different 
capacities. Alice and I are presently living in Hanna. 
We thank our Lord every day for all His many 
blessings and for giving us 52 wonderful years of 
marriage.  

They had a garden, chickens 
and two milk cows. 

Norman and Alice Christensen 
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Submitted by Norman Christensen, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hanna, AB

  “Celebrations” – Spring 2010 8



LAMP reaches middle age, and it’s still going strong! 
 

Fourty years ago, because of a promise he’d made to God, Pastor-
Pilot Les Stahlke called together a few like-minded people and 
formed the Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots. Then he 

set about recruiting volunteers – people who loved the North 
country; people who loved God. As he said to 
Milwaukee journalist, Alicia Armstrong, in 1977, 

“About one person in 100 can handle life in the North, and 
about one in 1000 can handle it for three years. Those are 
the people we’re looking for.”  He found them. And on April 

24, 2010, several of them descended on Cooking Lake Airport, Southeast of Edmonton, 
to talk to Les, meet current staff members and share their stories. 
 

One of those people was Bob Nixon, now of Phoenix, AZ. He heard Les speak at a 
university gathering in Indiana, joined Christians-in-Service and ended up spending 
three years in Ft. Vermilion, AB as LAMP’s first Community Social Worker. He and his 
wife, Linda, who took up a nursing 
position in the hospital, arrived in 
1973. “It was cold!” he says, “It was 
quite a shock to us, and our trailer 
wasn’t ready. We had nowhere to 
live.”   
 
Enter Ron (pilot) and Peggy Plunz, 
who were invited by Les to join his 
new organization. They were the 
first Christians-in-Service with 
LAMP and worked in Ft. Vermilion 
from 1971 to 1980. Ron and Peggy 
opened their home to the Nixons, 

A crowd begins to gather around 
LAMP pilot Rev. Dr. Steve Dreher 
(far right) and the Piper Lance. 

Bob Nixon (right), Phoenix, AZ, 1973 LAMP volunteer in Ft. 
Vermilion, AB and recently re-connected with LAMP in the U.S. 
talks with Judy Bauer, Edmonton, LAMP staff from 1976 – 1996. 
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gave them a place to stay for six weeks, and thus began a connection that has been 
maintained through the years. When they left Ft. Vermilion and moved to the Edmonton 
area, Ron was employed as Flight Operations Manager and Chief Pilot for LAMP. In 
1986 they moved to LaRonge, Saskatchewan where they remain today. 
 
Ron and Peggy have worked with LAMP in different capacities since 1971. Bob has 
recently re-connected with LAMP in Phoenix and is now serving with the U.S. sister 
organization. One of the newer members who visited Cooking Lake is from Chicago, 
Illinois; Lisa Ruby is the new Director of Major Gifts, helping LAMP to expand support in 
new areas. The 
conversational din in 
the hangar continued to 
rise as they were joined 
throughout the 
afternoon by numerous 
LAMP employees, 
volunteers and 
supporters from 
Canada and the U.S.  
 
The original fabric-
covered, single engine 
Stinson that Les flew 
over the bush of 
Northern Alberta was 
retired about 1972, but 
one of LAMP’s more 
recent acquisitions 
made an appearance at the gathering. 
The Piper Lance is assigned to the 
mission work handled by Rev. Dr. Steve 
Dreher of Colorado. He spends the 
summer and several weeks throughout the 
year in Red Lake, Ontario, which makes 
his commute to work a substantial one. 
The Piper Lance has been used by LAMP 
in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Western 
Ontario for the last 15 years. Two other of 
LAMP’s current staff are pilots –  
Executive Director Ron Ludke and 
Director of Ministry Dr. Al Anderson. 

The Piper Lance – working for LAMP 

Interior – Piper Lance 

 
LAMP has long arms. Its reach extends to more than 60 communities in northern remote 
areas of Canada, touching the lives and hearts of almost 5000 people every year. More 
than 500 Canadian and American volunteers work together to “take the light of Christ to 
the ends of the earth.” It’s 40 years old and still going strong. Not bad for a 1947 Stinson, 
a pilot with a vision, and a promise made to God. 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Synod Editor - with thanks to Ron Ludke, Executive Director, LAMP 
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Prayer flight over Edmonton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLWR Shipping note: 
In Alberta, We Care  kits and 
quilts for Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief can be sent to 
Winnipeg free of charge by 
dropping them off at any Home  
Hardware retail store. 
 

Just make sure you attach a 
shipping form to each carton. 
You can download a form from 
the CLWR website: 
www.clwr.org/How-You-Can-
Help/make-a-kit.cfm 
 

or call 1-800-661-2597  

Andrea Ludke, daughter of Ron Ludke, LAMP’s 
Executive Director, was part of the group of four 
that went airborne to pray over Edmonton. 

LAMP’s first prayer flight was held over 
Edmonton on February 1, 2009, during 
Breakforth – the largest renewal 
conference in North America. A similar 
flight was made over Winnipeg on 
February 6, 2010 during Missionfest.  
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Campfires and Starry Nights … Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It seems it was only yesterday that 
snow swirled through the air, biting our 
cheeks, coating our eyelashes, and 
covering the earth with sculptured 
layers of white. Wait … this is May in 
Alberta … it was only yesterday! Even 
so, there’s no better time to let our 
thoughts drift to wildflowers or water lapping at a sandy shore, to campfires and starry 
nights, to horseback rides through the wilderness. LOMAN, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
in Alberta and the North, is the perfect place for those thoughts to settle. 

Kuriakos Camp Challenge Course 
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Since the camps work with a large number of youth during their various summer 
programs, and because many recently ordained pastors in the ELCIC credit camp 
experience with enhancing their sense of calling, LOMAN has adopted as its slogan, 
“The Church of Tomorrow Today”. 
 
To help you decide which camp is right for you, this link to the Alberta Synod website - 
http://www.albertasynod.ca/special_ministries/outdoor - provides information on each of 
seven Lutheran outdoor ministries, as well as three Anglican Youth Camp programs. 
The camps range in location from as far north as Braeburn Lake near Whitehorse (867-
668-4079) and Peace Lutheran near Peace River (780-532-4978). More central 
locations are Hastings Lake east of Edmonton (780-662-2557), Mulhurst Lutheran on 
Pigeon Lake (780-389-2174), and Living Hope at Red Deer Lake (403-783-8377). 
Traveling south you will find Camp Kuriakos at Sylvan Lake (403-748-3927), and the 
Wilderness Ranch in the Porcupine Hills and Livingstone Mountains (403-625-3403). 
Please contact the individual camps for more information. 
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The Different Faces of Pastoral Care …  APCA Convention 
 
On April 26 and 27, 2010 the Alberta Pastoral Care Association (APCA) held its 42nd 
Annual conference in Edmonton, which was attended by 95 people from all over Alberta. 
The keynote speaker was Dr. Shane Sinclair who addressed the importance of 
spirituality to cancer patients. He also shared the findings of his doctoral research 
interviewing health care providers working in palliative care. 
 
Dr. Sinclair sited the many indicators that suggest faith plays a key role in helping cancer 
patients. Spirituality enabled a person to feel healed even if they were not cured. 
Survivors of cancer were able to see their ordeal as an opportunity for spiritual growth. 
They experienced less distress, less anxiety and depression and reported lower pain 
scores. Patients also indicated a higher level of meaning and quality of life and were less 
likely to experience hopelessness and a desire for death.  
 
The role of the spiritual caregiver, according to Sinclair, is to walk alongside of the 
person with cancer. Too often the person is reduced to being identified by their diagnosis 
and can experience a deep sense of alienation. “We can help to remind them of who 
they really are,” he said. Patients remember our presence more than what we say and 
89% of palliative patients report that “wanting someone to listen” is a top concern. 
 
Deaconess Julie Hink and Rev. Robert 
Marshall drew on their experiences as 
chaplains for The Good Samaritan 
Society when giving their session on 
Pastoral Care as Communicating Hope. 
Unlike wishful thinking or optimism, 
hope is grounded in the love of God 
who forgives and accepts us 
unconditionally. The antidote to despair 
is hope; the pastoral caregiver is the 
bearer of hope to the vulnerable. 
 
Rev. Ed Chell, also a Chaplain for The 
Good Samaritan Society, discussed 
ministry to people with Alzheimer’s—a disease which will affect one in eleven 
Canadians. Pastor Ed shared the “secrets” that he has 
learned over the years, including: 
- calling each person by their names 
- conversation at an emotional rather than a cognitive 
  level; as well as stories of the early years 
- use pictures, symbols and images to build a bridge 
- familiar music and hymns 
- The Lord’s Prayer and well-known scripture verses 
 
The APCA is an organization of clergy and laity who 
minister to God’s people especially in times of illness and 
special need. The mission of APCA is to provide for the 
spiritual well-being, support and visitation of persons in 
need through education, promotion and training of care-
givers. For more about APCA:  www.apca-provincial.org 
 

 

Deaconess Julie Hink, 
Virginia Burke, and 
Rev Chris Nojonen 

Rev. Ed Chell (left) 
and Dan Bablitz 

Submitted by Rev Dale Olsen, The Good Samaritan Society
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Pastor’s Study Conference invites Bishop Will Willimon 
 
The Rev. Dr. William Willimon, Bishop of the United Methodist Church, North Alabama, 
was guest speaker during the second day of the Pastor’s Study Conference in Canmore 
this February. He spoke about gestures and traditions in worship, invited the assembly 

to offer examples, and then commented 
on each one. “We sometimes overlook 
the treasures in our care,” he said, “by 
overlooking the gestures and rituals in 
our churches.” As an example, the 
gesture of opening our hands for 
communion means we are accepting 
“grace” – so different from the gesture 
of opening our hands to grab or hold on 
to something in the material world. 

  “Celebrations” – Spring 2010 14

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our 
synod. 
...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, 
places and mission of the congregations in our 
synod. 
...to help us learn from each other and encourage 
each other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work 
and mission of the congregations of our synod to 
the Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will 
also be considered for the ABT Synod section in 
Canada Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories. However, photocopies 
of Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. Celebrations may 
not be republished in print or posted to a website 
outside of the congregations of our synod, either 
in whole or in part, without the express permission 
of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

 
Impressed with the new Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship Book, Bishop 
Willimon feels it’s a good tool to educate 
and lead people into worship. He sees 
our Lutheran history and our commit-
ment to music and beauty as a gift.  

 
 
 

Mount Zion – Celebrates 55! 
 
 

On April 25, members, friends and visitors 
gathered to celebrate the 55th anniversary 
of Mount Zion Lutheran Church, Edmonton. 
 

Guest speaker, AnnE Zimmerman, 
Executive Director of On Eagle’s Wings, 
spoke on the topic of “Mission”. Other 
special guests were former Mount Zion 
pastor, Rev. Don Olsen, his wife, Beth, and 
former staff members, Deaconess Julie 
Hink and Kristine Reid. 
 

The Anniversary offering was designated for 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary Support 
our Students (SOS) fund in Saskatoon. 

From left:  Deaconess Julie Hink (2003 – 2007), guest 
mmerman, Prema Samuel (current 

ach Worker) and current pastor Rev. Darryl Roste
speaker AnnE Zi
Outre

Pastor Kevin Ree, St. John’s, Barrhead, 
in discussion with Bishop Will Willimon
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