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Demographic Winter  
or Hopeful Spring? 

 
Recently I came across 
an article by Steven W. 
Mosher, president of the 
Population Research 
Institute and author of 
Population Control: Real 

Costs, Illusory Benefits (Transaction, 
2008). The article was posted on the 
FIRST THINGS website 
(www.firstthings.org). 
 
The premise of the article is that the 
world is poised for a demographic winter. 
Populations are rapidly shrinking, the 
foretaste of which can be observed now 
in all of Europe. From Ireland in the West 
to Russia in the East, populations are 
aging and dying. Mosher contends that 
not only Europe’s people but also its 
economies may be expected to wither 
and die, as they did in the aftermath of 
the Black Death of the Middle Ages. The 
Black Death filled up the graveyards; the 
modern voluntary infertility empties out 
the maternity wards. Mosher suggests 
this is the result of anti-natal thoughts 
that invade our minds. This mindset is 
coupled with an economic system that 
puts a premium on expanding the 
workforce, a political system that 
weakens families, and puts those with 
children at financial disadvantage. 
Mosher states: “The peoples of 
Europe…have been refusing to provide 
for the future in the most fundamental 
way – by providing the next generation.” 
 
Now I fully recognize that the subject of 
demographic winter is a political and 
sociological minefield. I really don’t want 
to go there. But what peaks my interest 
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is the concept that there is an anti-natal mindset amongst men and women of 
childbearing age – that voluntary infertility is (or is becoming) the preferred lifestyle 
choice. When I think about it, I can bring to mind any number of younger people I know 
who are either deferring or perhaps declining the parenthood option. Many are choosing 
this option for economic or career reasons. Others are choosing this option because 
they don’t want to bring kids into this world. My point though, is that when younger 
generations across all countries of the world are deferring or declining parenthood, that 
choice seems to me to bespeak a deeply spiritual problem. Humans are created for 
community and have been given the physical wherewithal to 
provide the needed continuity of that community. Our hormones 
and our DNA inescapably create in us the urge to merge. 
Having children is the human thing to do. The Gospel Narrative 
teaches us that it is also the Divine thing to do. When 
generations don’t want children or refuse to have them, that 
says something about the death of hope, of faith, and of trust in 
the Lord who is God not only of the Now but also of the Still to 
Be. This article is not a call for worldwide (or even church-wide) 
maternity. It is a call to live in the hope of Christ and trust that – 
as God promises – our lives and the lives of our children are 
indeed in God’s hands. 
 
FIRST THINGS March 12, 2008,The Demographic Winter and the Barren Left, Steven W. Mosher 

 
+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
 
 

Around the Synod  
 
ABT Synod Convention – “LOL :)” 
June 5-8, we will meet in convention at Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton. Together 
we will worship, receive reports on the life of the church in this Synod and conduct some 
necessary business. Borrowing the language of text messaging, our theme is “LOL :),” 
meaning Laughing Out Loud. But “LOL :)” has many other interpretations, such as Lord 
of Love, Live out Life, and others, which we are excited to share with you throughout the 
convention. “LOL :)” will inform, inspire and support our partnership together in our 
synod.  The involvement of every congregation is vital to the ministry of our diversified 
synod and we look forward to seeing your congregation’s delegate(s) there! 
 

Register for Camp – All Ages 
Get in touch with one of the varied camps in our 
synod and register for summer programs. There 
are camping experiences for all ages! 
Accommodations range from rustic to full-service 
cabins and lodges. For a complete list of our 
Lutheran camps, go to 
www.albertasynod.ca/special_ministries/outdoor. 
Or for a national list go to www.lutherancamps.ca. 
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Workshop - “Sabbath Keeping” 
Marva J. Dawn, internationally renowned theologian, author and educator, will present a 
workshop August 22-23 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Edmonton, for those who cannot find 
their life’s priorities and need a new perspective. Learn to create a cohesive, 
unfragmented self; to find beauty, gaiety, and delight; and to be empowered by the Spirit 
to be world changers and sabbath healers. Come to a deeper understanding of keeping 
the sabbath holy. Workshop registration is $50. To register or for more information, call 
the Synod Office at 439.2636 in Edmonton or call toll free at 1.866.430.2636. 
 
The Bible and Qur'an: Competing or Cooperating Revelations?  

St. Michael's Anglican Church at 709-7 St. in Canmore 
will be the place to be from October 3 to 5th for this 
year’s “Retreat of Our Own”. Our speaker is Dr. Volker 
Greifenhaugen, a Professor at Luther College in Regina. 
He is an ordained Lutheran pastor and an expert on 
Christian-Muslim relations. Most of us have many 
questions about Islam and Christianity. What is the 
Koran(Qur'an)? How do Muslims understand 
Christianity? How can Christians understand Islam? This 
retreat will explore such questions under the leadership 
of someone who has devoted much of his career to the 
study of Islam and Christianity. Dr. Greifenhaugen has 
also worked with many lay groups on these topics. This 

is an event not to be missed! For more information, contact Tom and Dianne Kieren 
(780.434.0081 or tkieren@ telusplanet.net) or Dave and Gail Stolee (780.672.9442 or 
dgstolee@telusplanet.net). 
 
Youth Leaders' Workshop 
October 17-18, there will be a youth leaders workshop at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Red Deer. For more information, call the Synod Office at 439.2636 in 
Edmonton or toll free at 1.866.430.2636. 
 
Following God's Call to Ordained Ministry 
 
We are all called to serve God in different 
ways. Often, following God’s call can be 
challenging. Have you ever wondered what 
it would be like to be called to attend 
seminary and enter the ordained ministry? 
Rev. Matthew Lyseng followed that call to 
seminary and was ordained in July of 2007. 
Below, he graciously shares some thoughts 
on his journey from seminary to his current 
position as pastor of Augustana Lutheran 
Church in Edmonton. 
 
Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not 
know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only 
a boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I 
command you." (Jeremiah 1: 6-7) 
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When I started seminary in the fall 
of 2002, I had no idea why I was 
there or what I was doing. I went 
because others told me I should 
go. In the intervening years, I 
discovered the call that others first 
recognized in me and it became 
my own. But it was not an easy 
process. Many times, like 
Jeremiah, I called out to God in 
frustration and incredulity. This 
can't be right. I can't do what you 
are asking of me. But each time, 
my objections would be assuaged, 
either by the words of friends, 
families, professors or prayer. God 

would keep me upon the path. And by the time I left the seminary in Saskatoon, this call 
had been transformed from my fear to my passion. I wanted to be out in the real world of 
ministry. I craved the challenge. 
 
But for all the passion and excitement that one carries into a given profession, the reality 
of that profession is often quite different. I don't know what I expected when I began here 
at Augustana. Perhaps I expected it to be like internship. But it wasn't. Suddenly, there 
was no supervisor to look to for answers, no professors to ask advice from. This was it. 
And I must admit that there are times when the reality of that fact hits home with 
astonishing force. Now all the old fears came back. Should I really be here? But like 
every time this question was asked in the past, the answer came. This is where I do 
want to be, even if it scares me to death. 
 
I have had a steep learning curve over the past six months. I have seen the very best 
aspects of humanity through the immense generosity, warmth and commitment that the 
parishioners here at Augustana demonstrate week in and week out. They strive to keep 
this church open, even when the numbers are small and we are surrounded on all sides 
by sealed apartment buildings and condos as well as the hub of the financial sector of 
Edmonton. It can be a daunting task to keep hope in such an environment. But they do 
and they continue to serve in all the ways that they are able.  
 
I have also experienced humanity at its lowest. I wouldn't say worst, but certainly at very 
low times in the lives of different individuals. They are hungry, sometimes starving, cold, 
sometimes freezing to death, ill, sometimes so ill that they cannot take care of 
themselves. I have seen grief at the loss of loved ones and fear over uncertain futures. I 
have seen frustration, anger and sometimes despair. This hasn't been internship. This 
has been something far different.  
 
Parish ministry has been hard. It has been delightful. It has been terrifying. It has been 
like a dream. It has been a rich and fulfilling experience, even if that experience has 
been anything but easy. I thank God that I am here and doing this work. I am thankful 
that God never listens to our pleas to get out of difficult tasks. I am so grateful that I can 
live out my faith in the way I feel called to do so. And I am glad to be an instrument of 
God's grace, as we all are, so that God's love and grace may enter into the lives of 
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people I encounter and that God's love and grace may enter into my life through my 
encounter with them. For through God's grace "it is a far, far better thing that I do, than I 
have ever done."(Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities) Parish ministry is not what I 
expected. It is a far harder and far greater experience then anything I could have 
imagined.  
 
By Rev. Matt Lyseng (Augustana Lutheran Church, Edmonton) 
 
Outdoor Ministry – Leading the Church 

 
One lazy summer morning in June of 2002, 
I rolled into Camp Kuriakos, with the 4 
other counselors from Mulhurst Lutheran 
Camp, for this thing called “Joint Staff 
Training” (JST for short). When we got out 
of the car, we were greeting by friendly 
faces, hugs, and introductions from the 
Kuriakos staff as well as the Hastings Lake 
Lutheran Bible Camp and Wilderness 
Ranch staffs who had already arrived. 
Even with the warm welcome, it still had 
not sunk in that I was really going to be 
working at a Bible camp for the summer.  

 
My road to that June morning started just after 
Christmas in my first year of university. My mother told 
me that it was time to start thinking about a summer 
job. I didn’t really know what I wanted to do, but it was 
not going to involve fast food or garden tools. I played 
in the praise band 
at church and one 
of the members 
had just gotten the 
job as director at 
Mulhurst. He 
needed staff, and I 
had volunteered 
without really 
knowing what I was 
getting into. Camp 
soon became an 
important 

community of friends and mentors where I, along 
with dozens of other young adult Christians, 
received great training to be leaders at camp and 
leaders in the church. While most young adults were 
leaving the church, camp was gathering us in to be 
part of a fun and exciting place while teaching us 
how to be the church at the same time.  
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Six years later, I have been to five JSTs, 
where camp directors, pastors and other 
volunteers collaboratively train our 4 
camps staffs are each summer. In that 
time, I have learned a great deal about 
being a leader in the church, and I have 
had the chance to pass on some of my 
own knowledge and experience. I have 
also learned how cooperation, instead of 
competition, between our Lutheran 
Camps, has created a program, in JST, 
that trains young adults to be some of 
the best camp staff in Alberta, Canada, 
North America, maybe even the world! Over the years I have seen lots of staff leave 
outdoor ministry, but most have not left the church. I see them at church functions, 

conventions, workshops, conferences, 
worship services etc... I would bet if you 
asked why many of them have stayed in 
the church, even when they might be the 
only person their age in their 
congregation, they would say that outdoor 
ministry was the reason. But outdoor 
ministry doesn’t just keep people in the 
church, it helps to find and create its 
leaders. These camp people are on 
church councils, they teach Sunday 
school and, like I have, many of them end 
up at seminary. That band mate who gave 
my first camp job is now my best friend 
and is attending seminary with me, and 
we are only two of many camp staffers 
who have ended up at seminary. 
 
Outdoor ministry is not only about 
experiencing faith in the outdoors, but its a 
place to come and meet the future of the 
church.  
 
By Vicar Erik Parker (Hope Lutheran 
Church, Calgary) 
 
 

A Door Closes, A Gate Opens: Passing on the Legacy of  
Christ Lutheran, Calgary 
 
Like many small, aging congregations, Christ Lutheran Church (CLC, 4211 Richmond 
Road SW, Calgary) struggled with the question of whether it should close its doors or try 
to revitalize its ministry. Christ Lutheran was founded in March 1960, with an addition to 
its original sanctuary built in 1967 to accommodate a growing congregation. The 
congregation was served by many fine pastors including Rev. Joe Rostad, Rev. Jim 
Rasmussen, Rev. Lanny Knudson, Rev. Vivian Roberts, Rev. K-Henry Reitze, Rev. 
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The final communion service at Christ Lutheran Church, Calgary. 

- Photo by Stephen Manula 

Gordon Hanson, Rev. Liselotte Basboll and Rev. Glen Bergson. In the 60s and early 
70s, it boasted a membership of between 700 and 800 souls. However, in recent years, 
worship attendance diminished to between 30 and 50 people per Sunday. By June 2007, 
the congregation could no longer viably support a pastor and a heart-wrenching decision 
was made to close its doors. 
 
Since the ministry of Pastor K-Henry Reitze (1995 – 1998), the church had been working 
diligently on a plan to provide safe, affordable housing for seniors. With the impetus of a 
$1.6 million federal-provincial grant, church members created the Glamorgan Christian 
Housing Society (GCHS) in 2003 to pursue the goal of providing affordable housing to 
low-income seniors. Then, construction costs in Calgary skyrocketed. Gradually, its 
members realized that the housing project could only be accomplished with the sacrifice 
of the congregation and a substantial donation of the property value to the housing 
society. 
 
In the fall of 2007, CLC members visited neighbouring Lutheran and Anglican 
congregations. During the month of November, former pastors Rev. Basboll, Rev. 

Hanson, and Rev. Rostad 
each preached farewell 
sermons at the church, 
with attendance reaching 
80 souls per Sunday. On 
November 25, 2007 
Bishop Ron Mayan 
presided over the last 
worship and communion 
service at Christ Lutheran, 
Calgary. One hundred and 
twenty current and former 
members were present for 
the closing. There were 
many moist eyes at the 
lunch reception, as people 
said their good-byes and 
reviewed photos and 
stories from the church 
archives. 

 
On November 27, 2007, Christ Lutheran signed an agreement to sell its property to 
GCHS for $600,000, which is a fraction of the property’s appraised value of $3 million. 
The balance of the property value is donated to the housing society, allowing GCHS to 
finance 50 percent of the newly proposed 42 (one- and two-bedroom) apartments as 
affordable units. With the proceeds of the sale, Christ Lutheran is reinvesting $200,000 
into the building project, Glenway Gate, to secure community – amenity space, 
including a prayer/reading room, community kitchen, and storage room for the church 
archives. Christ Lutheran’s altar and fittings have been donated to Abundant Life 
Chinese Lutheran Church / Harvest Chapel mission in Northwest Calgary. Other 
proceeds will create ‘legacy funds’ to support Lutheran Campus Ministry-Calgary, 
Bishop Kristensen’s Endowment Fund for seminarians, a rural pastoral internship 
program, and other Synod missions. 
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On February 29, the congregation celebrated the “Passing of the Legacy”, as it was the 
closing date of the church sale. The property title was transferred from CLC Chair Chad 
Newcombe to GCHS Chair Judy Hansen. Founding Pastor Joe Rostad and first member 
Velma Leboldus made final tributes to the CLC legacy. The local alderman and MLA 
were in attendance. Pastor Basboll led a closing litany and prayer. As the church door 
closes, Glenway Gate opens. And as believers in Christ, we know that beyond death 
comes the resurrection.  
 
By Stephen Maunula (Christ, Calgary) 
 
Hosting the Canadian Lutheran Youth Gathering  

– Trinity Lutheran, Whitehorse 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Whitehorse is 
very excited that the next NATIONAL 
Lutheran Youth Gathering will be held in 
Whitehorse, Yukon, this coming August! 
After having successfully hosted the 
Canada Winter Games only a short while 
ago, it’s a good feeling to know that 
Whitehorse can compete with the larger 
Canadian cities in all sorts of hosting 

aspects, now having proper hosting facilities in place. Trinity Lutheran Church is but a 
small congregation in Whitehorse with only about 50 families, but they are really pulling 
together to make this gathering a success. Not only are friends and other family 
members coming out to help volunteer, this has also been somewhat of an ecumenical 
team collaboration, whereas, everyone is coming out to see what all of the buzz is about! 
People from other churches are impressed to see that such a large gathering of 
Christian youth will be here in August. We are still looking for any volunteers who may 
want to travel up North this summer and help out in all of the fun. If you are interested, 
please contact Local Committee Coordinator, Guillaume Morency at 780.278.7040 or 
email loulou702@hotmail.com. See you this summer! 
 
Fair Trade – A Yellowknife Favorite  
 
Holy Family Lutheran Church, 
Yellowknife, had it's first-ever 
booth at Yellowknife's annual 
Trade Fair, a showcase of local 
businesses and community 
groups.  Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief's fair trade coffee, 
tea, and chocolate bars were 
for sale, and a dozen church 
volunteers got to meet a lot of 
new people in a gentle form of 
awareness building and 
outreach. One year ago Holy 
Family participants started buying CLWR's Tanzanian coffee for themselves, but word 
got out that "the Lutheran Church is selling organic fair trade coffee," and now there are 
lots of purchasers from around the city, and even one in Nunavut.  Church members in 
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local environmental and social justices groups connected Holy Family to even more 
people, and the fair trade foods are now offered several times per year.  A soon-to-open 
restaurant even contacted the church in order to buy their coffee from CLWR. All the 
profits help Holy Family's Tanzanian partner congregations. Brick homes for the 
Evangelists are being built in one congregation, while a kindergarten is being built and 
furnished in the other congregation. Everybody wins. Fair trade is becoming a 
Yellowknife favorite, especially once people understand what it's all about. And 
Yellowknifers are discovering that justice, action, compassion, and environmental care 
can be part of an active Christian faith. 
 
By Rev. Steve Meysing 
 
Joyce Bergh – Missionary to Colombia  

 
Joyce Bergh, a teacher and missionary to the Church in 
Colombia and a member of Faith Lutheran, Calgary, died on 
April 3rd. Joyce was born in Cereal, Alberta and served as a 
missionary and 
teacher in 
Colombia. In 1956, 
Bergh co-founded a 
Lutheran School in 
Sogamoso, Boyaca, 
Colombia and 
worked to secure 
school accreditation 
from the Colombian 
government. Bergh 
dedicated more 
than 20 years to establishing Sogamoso school and it’s Paz de 

Ariporo student residence. The Colombian government now requires the school to 
upgrade its facilities in order to maintain its accreditation and government subsidies. The 
best way to help the Sogomosa school and Paz de Ariporo is through financial support. 
For more information about the school and the synod’s upcoming fundraising challenge, 
visit www.albertasynod.ca and click on “World Mission” and “Colombia Synod.” 
 
“The Cardboard Shack Beneath the Bridge”  
� Talking to Children About Homelessness 

 
“Leo was sitting on a Calgary park bench down by the Bow River brushing his teeth, 
about 6:30 in the evening, early in May. There was still snow on the ground from a 
recent spell of cold weather. And I had stopped on my bike ride to visit with him. Leo is 
73 years old, worked all his life, doesn't smoke or drink, but can't afford accommodation, 
so he lives outdoors for 6 months every year--May through October.  
 
He camps under a tarp, and places newspapers under his sleeping bag to provide some 
insulation. His pension of just over $1,300 per month is not enough to survive on, so he 
saves money each summer, by living outdoors, so that he can rent a room for the winter 
months. He is not mentally ill, he is no threat to anyone, but people avoid him all summer 
long because he is obviously homeless, carrying his plastic bags of belongings with him 
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wherever he goes, for fear they might be stolen. All summer he sits alone, with no one to 
talk to, and he watches the ospreys’ fish, and the thunderstorms come and go. Last 
weekend, after just a few days of camping, a river clean-up crew found his brand-new 
tarp and sleeping bag, and took them away. He had to go buy new gear.“ 
 
Pastor Klaus Ohlhoff shared this in a report on one of the community suppers hosted 
at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Calgary. 
 
Our congregation recently acquired the book “The 
Cardboard Shack Beneath the Bridge” by Tim Huff, 
who has worked for two decades with people living 
on the street. In his message to parents, teachers 
and caregivers, he writes, “Several years ago my 
young daughter and I were walking from a downtown 
sports stadium to our parked car. We passed a 
makeshift shelter. Then shortly after we passed by 
an abandoned sleeping bag. A bit further, a man 
sleeping beneath a shrub. My daughter had many 
questions about what she saw. Though I have been 
active in full-time outreach among homeless and 
street-involved people my entire adult life, even I had 
a difficult time choosing my words and answering her 
questions.” 
 
Huff introduces children to the issue of 
homelessness with friendly, non-threatening language. He humanizes and normalizes 
those who live on the street, showing readers that street people are not so different from 
them. Huff not only explains the challenges and struggles facing a homeless person, but 
also gives suggestions how young readers can help in safe, but engaging ways. They 
are asked to pray for the homeless and to keep them in their heart. Huff encourages 
children to talk to family, teachers and friends about homelessness and to never forget. 
 
“The Cardboard Shack Beneath the Bridge” by Tim Huff is an excellent resource for 
school, church or home. You can order it from Augsburg Fortress Press for $12.99.  
 
By Lisa Rude 
 
REVIEW OF : “Bridge to Community: the Affordable Housing Crisis in Alberta” 
(Sweetgrass Films) by Brent Spiess  
Length: 1hour 30 minutes 
 
It is a crisis! This film does portray the urgency of this issue in the province of Alberta 
right now and particularly in the city of Calgary. In this documentary-style video various 
people are interviewed, and the interviews are interspersed with songs from female 
singers.  
 
Apparently in 2007, there were 3400 people in the city who needed housing and the 
majority of them were working. Those who were on AISH or Social Assistance were 
often not able to find housing at all and if they did it took their entire monthly income to 
cover the rent. The United Nations have presented the case that people do need safe 
and affordable housing. They indicate that housing costing up to 30% of an income is 
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deemed as fair. In Calgary at present many find that rent or a mortgage would take 
100% or more of their income. So, even though they are working, they are unable to 
afford housing. The problem of rapidly escalating rents and the shortage of affordable 
housing means that there has been an increase in the effects of poverty and suffering for 
many in this very wealthy city. 
 
Another major contributor to the issue is that many affordable housing units, especially 
near downtown, are being torn down to be replaced by high-rise condos. These new 
units are not affordable to those on lower incomes. Seniors are also being impacted by 
this crisis when they find that their accommodations have been sold. They, along with 
other renters, are given notice and often are forced to move from the neighbourhoods 
where they have spent most of their lives. 
 
The video looks at some of the attitudes that are an impediment to making this matter a 
priority and seriously pursuing solutions to the issue. In order for this matter to get the 
attention it needs requires further education about the issue. This piece certainly is an 
avenue to accomplishing that end.  
 
An impressive variety of people were interviewed, representatives from community 
organizations, and taskforces on the issue, to developers and planners, to alderpersons, 
and MLAs, spokespersons for the city, to church leaders including Rev. Keith Loewen 
from CUPS, and Habitat for Humanity. It is helpful to hear all these voices and their 
perspectives on the subject. A theme that was expressed repeatedly is the need for 
long-term funding from Federal, Provincial and City governments. It was also gratifying 
to hear from so many representatives that there is a desire to have these affordable 
housing units integrated into the communities in which they are located instead of 
ghettoizing them. 
 
This video does a good job of presenting the issue of affordable housing crisis in Calgary 
at this time. While it presents the urgency of the need and the magnitude of the problem, 
it also is encouraging to hear from the many people who are working to address the 
matter in various ways.  
 
By Rev. Julianna Werfritz-Hanson 
 
“Martin Luther House” - A New Lutheran Student House in Edmonton 

 
Campus Ministry in Edmonton has 
purchased a new house. Located at 
10941-88 Avenue, it is just half a 
block east of the U of A campus. Five 
spacious bedrooms will accommodate 
5 residents. Several convenience 
stores, restaurants, and a grocery 
store are all within a few minutes' 
walk. Bus and Light Rail Transit are 
also just steps away. A large, cozy 
living room with fireplace and ample 
kitchen will ideally provide for weekly 
student suppers hosted by the 
Lutheran Student Movement. The 
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search to replace the current house, purchased forty years ago, was initiated due to 
concern about its age. Our new property is in excellent condition after recent upgrades, 
including new insulation, wiring & plumbing. It has great potential to serve students for 
years to come. For information on any of the Lutheran student houses in Canada, 
contact the individual campus ministries listed at www.elcic.ca/Directories/Campus-
Ministry.cfm. 
 
Art Installation at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary 

 
The members of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 
Calgary recently commissioned a local artist, 
Stephen Waldschmidt, to create a large-scale art 
installation for their sanctuary.  Stephen writes; 
  
“When Preston Pouteaux asked me if I’d be 
interested in creating an art installation for Our 
Saviour’s sanctuary, I was delighted—a kind of 
scene design for a church! We talked about 
images related to the Holy Spirit and to baptism.  
 
The morning I was to design the piece, I read 
Psalm 18, a text through which God sustained me 
during several dark years of illness in my family. 
I’ve read it so many times, David’s story of God 
coming to save him, riding on massive storm 
clouds, spraying fiery hailstones and lighting bolts. 
And then these words jumped out at me: “He 
reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

he drew me out of deep waters.” And later, “You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; my 
God turns my darkness into light.” An image formed—fire from heaven in the deep. 
 
That set off ideas about two of the biblical images for 
God’s Spirit—living water and holy flame. So the water 
is beautiful.  And the flame has a thread of gold woven 
through it. Gold in the Orthodox Church tradition of 
iconography represents heavenly glory.  
 
And what about baptism? The ocean’s waters are 
associated with chaos and death in the Old Testament. 
The waters of baptism signify our death to our old life 
and our identification with Jesus’ death on the cross, 
from which we are raised to new life with Christ, receiving his resurrection-life by his 
Spirit. So the water is also darkness, illumined by bolts of falling flame.  
 
The multiple canvases, beyond providing visual interest, suggest the diversity of lives in 
which God’s Spirit dwells, unique lives which are called together into local bodies of 
Christ. And each local church forms part of mosaic of the worldwide Body of Christ.  
Thank you, Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, for the opportunity to contribute visually to 
your worship space. To God be the glory!” 
 
Submitted by Preston Pouteaux (Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary) 
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“It’s time for the flame trees to bloom – along our daily route, near the office and 

even on the hills of Laos.” 

 
Marcus and Margaret’s Cambodian Report 
 
18 May 2008 
Sabaidee! (as we learned 
to say in Lao PDR) 
 
Drawing together the 
experiences of our ninth 
month means we are 
three quarters of the way 
through our adventure. 
This leaves only two 
months in Cambodia, 
since our 12th month will 
be travel time (in Japan). 
With 18 July our last day 
in the office, we have 
much to do in the next 
two months. 
 
In that time, we may be 
asked to spend as much as two weeks in Bangkok, representing LWF Cambodia in the 
Action by Churches Together (ACT) International response to the disaster in Burma. 
Since very few relief agencies are allowed entry at the moment, we’re not sure if our 
services will be required.  
 
The cyclone in Burma and the earthquake in China may seem like they’re in our area, 
but both are distant. As the crow flies, the cyclone is about the same distance as 
Edmonton to Winnipeg (>1000 km). The earthquake in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, is 
as far away from us as Edmonton is from Sault Ste Marie (>2000 km).  
 
Another nine days (20-28 June) of our remaining time will be dedicated to presenting a 
workshop in Bangladesh—another unexpected request. The Asia Zone Emergency and 
Environment Cooperation Network (AZEECON) brings together LWF country programs 
in Nepal, India and Cambodia, as well as the localized former-LWF program in 
Bangladesh for regular training events. This time David offered them the 
communications strategic planning expertise of two international consultants.  
 
In the past month, we’ve worked with Vuthy in LWF Cambodia’s training department to 
develop that workshop. He’ll be presenting on rights-based advocacy and we’ll be 
working on demonstrating how LWF rights-based advocacy officers and communications 
officers can work together.  
 
While writing up stories from previous field visits, we made two more field visits this 
month: to our project offices in Battambang and Phnom Sruoch.  
 
Battambang demands two overnight stays and includes the long-awaited visit to the 
minefields. The Mines Advisory Group’s work with LWF Cambodia involves hiring and 
training locals for mine clearance work. The work is slow and tedious, but the deminers 
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Deminers – Ready for action! 

 
Gourds 

 
Aerial view of Luang Prabang 

– Photos courtesy of Margaret Sadler and Marcus Busch. 

appear to take great satisfaction in their accomplishments, square metre by square 
metre. Marcus has been looking forward to this opportunity all year. 

 
Both field visits gave us a closer look at 
LWF-sponsored Farmer Field Schools. In 
Battambang we sat in on an FFS training 
session, enjoying the enthusiasm of the 
LWF trainer and appreciating his 
techniques of engaging his audience so 
that they presented the benefits and 
challenges of growing various green 
vegetables. In Phnom Sruoch we heard 
from Farmer Field School leaders and 
visited their demonstration plot, 
impressed once again with their infectious 
dedication.  
 

Rural Cambodians—traditionally focused on a rice 
monoculture and with 45% of children under 6 
underweight—are learning to grow green 
vegetables for their own diet and to sell to others.  
 
At the Phnom Sruoch visit, Joanne and Glenn, 
Marcus and I were joined by Pastor Wes Aardahl of 
Faith Lutheran, Bismarck, North Dakota. Wes 
chose LWF Cambodia for his “enlightenment tour,” combining his study leaves for two 
years to allow a month’s immersion. He began his debriefing session by apologizing for 
taking so much staff time as a mere visitor, but Ruth took him to task—never apologize! 
“We count on you to be an ambassador for us and appreciate the time you’ve taken to 
be with us here.” We encouraged Wes to come back for a year …as we encourage all of 
you. 
 
LWF Cambodia’s Country 
Representative David Mueller 
presented on climate change at an LWF 
related agencies meeting in Switzerland 
earlier this month. David’s and our 
thoughts on that –“Warm Global 
Greetings”— can be read on our ELCIC 
blog at 
http://miwincambodia.wordpress.com/ 
 
We whisked Marcus’s sister Joanne 
and bro-in-law Glenn into the LWF 
office and then off to Phnom Sruoch 
shortly after their arrival (30 Apr). Since 
then, they’ve followed in our footsteps 
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Rev. Brian Rude, ELCIC Missionary 
- Photo by Kelvin Krieger 

to Ho Chi Minh City and then accompanied us to Luang Prabang, in Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. Although next to Cambodia (i.e., low on the United Nations 
Development Program’s Human Development Index), we noticed differences …in the 
communist regime, the structured tourism industry, and the mountainous terrain. And it 
was hotter there than anywhere else we’ve been recently! Of course, we don’t usually 
spend so much time outside—we walked everywhere we could in Luang Prabang and 
it’s possible to circumnavigate the historic centre of town and visit all 66 wats (temples), 
although we curtailed our visits after we’d seen nine. 
 
Back in Phnom Penh, Marcus has appreciated the opportunity this month to do some 
professional work with a friend from the Catholic community. Myriam is working toward 
family therapy credentials from a Paris-based training institute. Once Marcus agreed, his 
CV flew off to France and won him designation as an approved practicum supervisor. 
He’ll be working with Myriam weekly until our departure.  
 
As we mentioned last month, food and energy prices continue to disproportionably affect 
the world’s poor. We hear on BBC World that Americans are alarmed that gasoline may 
rise above $1 per litre. How is it that they’re paying less than $1 now? Do you know 
anyone else who is? The Cambodia price of $1.25 hits much harder here than it does in 
North America.  
 
Also noted in the UNDP’s data is Cambodia’s average life expectancy—58 years. A 
rather sobering thought for us since we both attained that age in April.  
 
At this fine age, we are grateful for all the opportunities this experience grants us. Our 
one regret at the moment is that it is speeding by so quickly. Otherwise, we continue to 
enjoy our Great Cambodian Adventure and thank you for being with us in spirit.  
 
Khopchai, 
 
M&M in Phnom Penh 
 
ELCIC Mission in El Salvador 
 
As times and circumstances change, so do mission responses.  
The following is a summary of what our current ELCIC ministry in 
El Salvador involves.  I would divide our ministry into three basic 
areas:  prison ministry; at-risk youth (barrio/neighbourhood) 

ministry; and HIV/AIDS 
ministry.  
 
Our prison ministry is through the Quetzalcoatl 
Foundation ( see www.fundacionquetzalcoatl.org , 
soon to include the English translation and more 
photos), funded generously by Canadian Lutherans 
through GHDA/CLWR, and other occasional 
donations.  While official Salvadoran government 
policy has restricted the prison access of NGO's (non-
governmental organizations) such as ours, we continue 
to collaborate, through alliances, in three different 
prisons, one day per week in each. We offer seminars 



  “Celebrations” – Spring 2008 16

 
"Los Guanacos", of San Ramon (San Salvador) artists  

with their completed mural (April 12, 2008) – Photo by Rev. Brian Rude 

 
"Los Guanacos" youth group, San Ramon 

- Photo by Kelvin Krieger 

Jucuapa prison session (April 1, 2008) – Photo by Kelvin Krieger 

Teamwork:  Quetzalcoatl youth camping at "El Imposible", El Salvador 
April 26, 2008) – Photo by Rev. Brian Rude 

to groups of 20 - 40 inmates on a 
wide range of themes around a 
general focus on mental health.  
Two of these prisons are quite a 
distance from San Salvador, so 
the much-improved highway 
system of recent years is a 
blessing (2 hours instead of 3), 
while soaring gas prices certainly 
are not ($5 / US gallon instead of 
$2!).   
 
Neighbourhood ministry is in three 
general urban areas in and 
around San Salvador.  My focus 
is on one of these areas, with five 
groups within a five-minute drive (a 30-minute walk, but not after dark--6 p.m.) from my 
house.  We meet with each group one evening per week, besides a great variety of 
excursions, especially weekends (these youth are not mobility-restricted by prison bars 
or tattoos).  Unlike in prisons, attendance varies from 5-30, based on a variety of factors, 

including whether Barcelona or 
Madrid is playing the day of our 
meeting. Celebrating a victory or 
mourning a loss can affect an 
entire group's entire day/night!.  
Though each group lives within 
blocks of the others, each has its 
entirely distinctive character.  
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““““Celebrations”Celebrations”Celebrations”Celebrations” IS A PUBLICATION  

OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our 
synod. 
...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, 
places and mission of the congregations in our 
synod. 
...to help us learn from each other and encourage 
each other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the 
“Celebrations” editor, Lisa Rude at: 

lisa.rude@telus.net 
324 Woodfield Pl. SW 
Calgary, AB T2W 3Y1 
403.686.7311 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will 
also be considered for the ABT Synod section in 
Canada Lutheran.  
 
“Celebrations”“Celebrations”“Celebrations”“Celebrations” IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories. Photocopies in whole of 
“Celebrations” may be made for use in the 

congregations of our synod. “Celebrations” may not be 
republished in print or posted to a website, either in 
whole or in part, without the express permission of 
the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

 
Quetzalcoatl, soaking our feet (April 27, 2008) 

 – Photo courtesy of Brian Rude 

One of these, "Los Nomadas", lives widely dispersed.  This ministry is funded 
generously from Europe (German 
Lutheran "Bread for the World", 
Dutch Roman Catholic 
"CORDAID", and Swiss "Terre des 
Hommes").  Bursaries are provided 
for everything from academic 
studies, at any level, to artistic, 
trade or linguistic pursuits.  While 
we work with gangs in prisons, 
working with them on the streets 
proved to be too elusive and too 
delicate (participants scattered, 
jailed or killed). So, these current 
efforts are geared toward offering 
healthier alternatives to youth--aged 
10-30 (mostly 15-20). 
 

HIV/AIDS ministry involves my accompanying the mutual support group at Rosales 
Public Hospital, and also the Salvadoran Lutheran Church in its expanding ministry in 
this area.  As of this year, this includes a "round table", inaugurated and convened by 
the pastor in charge of the health department of the Lutheran Church. They invited a 
number of ecumenical and NGO 
representatives from a variety of sectors, 
including persons living with HIV/AIDS, sex 
workers, and the whole range of sexual 
diversity.  This is proving to be an 
encouraging model of Lutherans “in 
mission with others".  Quetzalcoatl also 
includes HIV/AIDS awareness, sensitization 
and accompaniment in our programs in 
prisons and barrios.   
 
Sharing this ministry beyond our prison, 
street and hospital spaces is, of course, a 
significant part of our vision.  This can be 
done, in part, through articles such as this, or 
occasional newsletters.  The greater impact 
comes through hosting visitors, pilgrims--
individuals or delegations.  These come to 
us on a regular basis, from all over the 
Americas and Europe--even, on occasion, 
from Africa or Asia.  My attempts at 
communicating daily reality prove most 
inadequate, compared to the depth and 
breadth of the heart-to-heart experiences of 
the day-to-day, moment-to-moment living out 
of such ministry.       
     
By Rev. Brian Rude 


