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Tension Takes a Toll 
 
At our annual Church Workers’ 
Study Conference in the 
mountain-glory of Canmore, 
slightly more than a week 
before the Feast of the 
Transfiguration, I encountered 

stressed out pastors, diaconal ministers, and 
other church workers.  Not all, but many of 
them. Certainly, more than usual.  During “the 
bishop’s hour” I shared the joys and concerns I 

had for our Synod and for our Church.  We 
talked about these things, and the dialogue 
helped.  We need to do more of it. 
 
I also spoke about the spate of resignations 
and early retirements we have been 

experiencing, particularly among our pastors.  At a time when we are scrambling in the Synod 
office to fill vacancies and interim ministries, when we need to expand and fully utilize our human 
resources as much as possible, we are losing workers to early retirement and resignation.  Why 
are pastors exiting early, or taking a break?  There are the usual reasons: a pastor has taken his 
or her congregation as far as they can lead, there are tensions within the parish, there is anxiety 
over “the issue”, they are just plain tired and worn out, they want to do something else for a while 
– well, the list goes on.  But the underlying message I’m receiving is that these are particularly 
difficult days to wear a clerical collar and a stole.  Veteran pastors and other church workers will 
tell me that it has always been that way, that each generation has its difficult days.  That may 
well be so.  But I don’t have to deal with the history; I have to deal with the reality.  And the 
reality is our Synod needs more, not fewer, church workers. 
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The other reality is that together – and by this I mean “as a Church” – we need to find a way to 
relieve the tension, not just on our professional church workers, but on our lay leaders, and 
throughout our congregations. Simply put, the toll is too high. 
 
Tension gets to me, too.  My new role as bishop has only upped the ante of tension in my life.  
And when I’m under tension, I find it much easier to forget who I am, what I am supposed to be 
about, and the resources I have as a person of faith.  I have just finished reading Gordon 
Lathrop’s The Pastor: a Spirituality [Fortress Press, 2006].  I plan to begin my first re-read 
shortly.  Here is food for the soul in times of tension.  To tell you something about the content, let 
Lathrop speak for himself: (from his Preface) “… I long for this book to be an homage of respect, 
a profound bow, to faithful pastors and to those who struggle to know what faithfulness may be 
in such a time as this.  I hope for it to be a drink of cool water on a hot day, a shelter and 
beginning place for thought, and a moment of deliberate delight in the central matters of 
Christian ministry”. Food for the soul – indeed! And Lathrop delivers the goods. 
 
At one concluding moment of our Study Conference, I quoted the benediction of the Hill Street 
Blues duty sergeant to the officers in his command just before they went out on their beats: 
“Take care of each other.  It’s a jungle out there”.  May we each watch out for our brothers and 
sisters as we walk our respective beats. 
 
+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
 
Around the Synod 
 
Social Justice Institute 2007 
 
May 3-5, “Whose Story, Whose Justice: Imagining Alternatives” is the 
theme of the ecumenical social justice conference to be held at Newman 
Theological College in Edmonton. Cost is $75. Daily rates are also 
available. For more information, contact the Social Ministry Coordinator, 
Joyce Zutter at 780-467-2833 or jzutter@telus.net or go to 
www.albertasynod.ca/social_ministry/sji2007. 
 
Synod Youth Gathering 2007 
 
The next Synod Youth Gathering will be held May 18 – 21 at the beautiful Goldeye Centre near 
Nordegg, AB. Maggie Theiss will be the keynote presenter. The approximate cost will be $150 
per person. Goldeye Centre, a rustic-looking, comfortable and convenient site, has been the 
venue for the last three Gatherings.  In addition to a large gymnasium that we've used in 
inclement weather, there is also a forty-foot wall-climbing site.  Professional outdoor guides 
assist our brave, young participants in getting to the top of the wall.  For a better view of Goldeye 
Centre, go to www.goldeye.org.  Call the synod office at 439.2636 in Edmonton or toll free at 
1.866.430.2636 for more information. 
 
Vacation Bible School 
 
Consider giving a gift to your child, grandchild or a friend’s child and connect them with Vacation 
Bible School. Most VBS programs include songs, stories, games, crafts and much more. In the 
lazy, hazy days of summer, VBS can spice up life for a child and give their parents a much-
needed break. Call local churches in your area for more information. 
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Photo courtesy of Wilderness Ranch. 

Photo courtesy of Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp. “The Rafters” – Photo courtesy of Camp Kuriakos. 

 
Photo courtesy of Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp. 

People, Places and Programs 
 
Campfires, canoes, RVs, horses, and a cross! These 
things and more are part of the seven outdoor ministry 
camps found in the Synod of Alberta and the Territories, 
where unique experiences and opportunities are part of 
very special Christian Communities. This synod is 
indeed wealthy with its many and varied camps – from 
Braeburn Lake Summer Camp near Whitehorse in the 
Yukon to Wilderness Ranch at Willow Valley near the 
Crowsnest Pass in south-western Alberta. Although 
each of the seven camps is unique, all are extensions of 
your congregation’s ministry and part of the broader 
ministry of this synod and the wider church. 

 
Outdoor Ministry is PLACES, PEOPLE and 
PROGRAMS. 
 
These PLACES are set apart for the people of 
God to come and hear the Good News stories and 
experience living in a unique caring community. 
They are PLACES where each day is filled with 
recreation – re-creation in Christ; where faith 
sometimes sprouts but is always nourished, 
challenged and strengthened. Some camps are 
PLACES of year-round opportunities for retreating 
and camping. Others are for use in warmer 
months only. On a comfort index scale, facilities 
range from rustic wilderness tents and lean-tos to 
fully modern and well-equipped retreat centres, 
lodges and comfortable RV sites and cabins. 
 
Places would have little significance if it weren’t for 
the PEOPLE who come. PEOPLE in great variety: 
yes, certainly children and youth, but also families 
of all kinds, babies, “older” adults and every age in 
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“Climbing Wall”  
Photo courtesy of Camp Kuriakos. 

 
“Norwegian Grandparents” 

Photo courtesy of Camp Kuriakos. 

 
“The Pittmans” – Photo courtesy of Camp Kuriakos 

between. At Camp Kuriakos the youngest camper was less than two weeks old and the oldest 
was two months short of being 103 years old! Some come from church families; others hear of a 
God who loves them and experience Christian Community for the first time. Some are called to 
serve as staff and often through this experience go on to become leaders in their congregations 
and professionals serving in the church. I have often heard it said, “Don’t send us camp 
information; we don’t have children or youth”.  

Outdoor Ministry is not only for the young.  Look again – it is for PEOPLE of all ages. 
 
Many “secular” camps provide excellent programs. 
However, there is something unique and very special 
about the PROGRAMS your camps offer – they are 
Christ-centered. No matter the setting – wilderness 
campsite or “high comfort” residential camp, it is our 
Lord we seek to serve. There are times for worship – 
sometimes in a chapel, other times beside a lake or 
overlooking a mountain valley. There are times to hear 
God’s word – sometimes spoken by a guest speaker 
over a PA system and other times whispered between 
a camp counsellor and a camper. Our PROGRAMS 
offer an exposure to a life style of faithfulness where 
all are invited to be “Partners in Faith”. 
 
Your camps invite you, your family and your 
congregation to be part of the PEOPLE who come to 
these PLACES and experience the unique 
PROGRAMS offered through the seven Outdoor 
Ministries of LOMAN (Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in 
Alberta and the North), part of the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories. 
 

See you at camp! 
Come expecting a great experience of recreation and re-creation. 

 
To God be the glory, 
Pastor David Larsen   
Executive Director, Camp Kuriakos 
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Camps of LOMAN  
Contact each camp directly for more 

information. 
 
Braeburn Lake Christian Camp 
Location: 87 km north of Whitehorse.   
Phone: 867.668.4079 (Rev. David or Sharon 
Taeger) 
 
Camp Kuriakos 
Location: on the shores of Sylvan Lake. 
Phone:  403.748.3927 (Rev. David Larsen), 
403.247.8526 (Laureen Wray) 
E-mail:  kuriakos@telusplanet.net 
Website:  www.kuriakos.ab.ca 
 
Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp  
Location:  a half hour drive east of Edmonton. 
Phone:  780.662.2557 
E-mail:  information@hastingslake.com 
Website:  www.hastingslake.com 
 
Living Hope Camp Association 
Location: central Alberta  
Phone: 403.883.2822 (Rev. Brian Smith) 
 
Mulhurst Lutheran Camp   
Location: on the shores of Pigeon Lake in 
central Alberta. 
Phone: 403.901.6022 (office), 403.389.2174 
(camp) 
E-mail:  director@mulhurstlutherancamp.ca 
Website:  www.mulhurstlutherancamp.ca 
 
Peace Lutheran Bible Camp   
Location: in the Peace country northwest of 
Grande Prairie.  
Phone:  780.532.4978 (Janice Whitelock) 
E-mail: trinityg@telusplanet.net 
 
Wilderness Ranch 
Locations: 50 km west of Claresholm and 25 km 
north of the Crowsnest Pass highway.   
Phone:  403.628.2386 (Doug Rawling) 
Website: www.wildernessranch.ab.ca 

 
Photo by Bryan Ebel 

Young Adult Winter Retreat 
 
With its title broadened to include not just 
students but young adults in general, this 
year’s winter retreat attracted 30 
participants. The majority of our young 
adults included ten from Edmonton and 
nine from Camrose. However, I was 
pleased to see seven from Calgary, two 
from Lethbridge and one from Red Deer.  

Our theme was “Listen! God is Calling!” 
 
Rev. Dr. Kevin Ogilvie, President of LTS 
in Saskatoon, was our guest speaker. He is 
an excellent communicator. He stimulated 
our consideration of the increasingly 
inclusive nature of Jesus’ witness to the 
reign of God. He spoke of how this 
unfolded in surprising ways, in particular, in 
Jesus’ willingness to be guest and not just 
host!  With allusions to his experience as a 
missionary in Madagascar, Dr. Ogilivie 
brought a practical dimension to his 
presentation.  He concluded by inviting 
small groups to come up with suggestions 
about how we might implement this 
inclusive, reciprocal understanding of 
mission to which Jesus call us!   
 
Another highlight of the retreat was the 
musical leadership at Sunday’s closing 
worship by U Hall, a band of university 
students who will also play at the upcoming 
synod youth gathering.  The band is the 

brainchild of the Whole Body Worship committee, which came up with the idea—and the funds 
for musician honoraria from the workshop surplus—as a means of connecting campus ministry 
with the youth of our synod.  LSM-Edmonton planned this year’s retreat. Thanks for the 
leadership of President, Ingrid Parker, who also led Holden Evening Prayer on Friday evening, 
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Photo by Lisa Rude 

National Church Council will 
present the following motion to 
the 2007 National Convention: 
 
That this convention affirms 
that the diversity within 
Canada’s culture requires 
responses to a variety of 
persons in order for this church 
to be “In Mission for Others”. 
 
We also affirm that the synods 
have the mandate to devise 
mission strategies appropriate 
to their regional settings. 
 
Accordingly, we encourage 
synods to develop ways to best 
minister to people who live in 
committed same sex 
relationships, including the 
possibility of blessing such 
unions. 

along with accompanist Kristin Bender, and Joanna Wray, who organized ice breakers. Next 
year, responsibility for organizing the retreat falls to the Calgary group. 
 
“A People Called” – National Bishop Ray Shultz Visits Our Synod 
 
On April 21st and 22nd, National Bishop Ray Shultz visited 
our synod to talk about “A People Called – A Message on 
Synod Mission Decisions”. All were invited to hear him speak 
at Trinity Lutheran in Edmonton on Saturday and at Hope 
Lutheran in Calgary on Sunday. Bishop Ray is visiting all of 
the synods of the ELCIC in order to give more information 
about the process and reasoning behind the National 
Church Council’s (NCC) decision to bring a motion to the 
National Convention about our mission to homosexual 
people. He explained that to be “in mission for others” means 
caring for people from whom we require nothing. Bishop Ray 
stated, “Many Lutherans don’t know what constitutes faithful 
mission to gays and lesbians in the current culture.” 
 
Bishop Ray stressed, “Our job is to shape our mission call in 
Canadian terms.” He went on to say, “Jesus was a Jew who 
lived in Galilee among gentiles. Jesus adapted himself to that 
particular culture; and he participated in the social customs of 
its people.” Bishop Ray said that we too must do what we 
need to do within the context of our society, in faithfulness to 
the same faith as Jesus. God calls us to be one with the 
people we are serving. Bishop Ray explained that it’s the job 
of the national church to make mission decisions that fit with 
the different regions. He clarified, “We used to be a one size 
fits all church. We aren’t any longer.” 

 
“Issues don’t divide the church. It’s people’s opinions that 
divide the church.” Bishop Ray went on to ask, “Can the 
gospel not bridge that?” He remembered back to the 
bringing together of Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) and ELCIC Lutherans to discuss the Mad 
Cow crisis at a combined conference. This was a very 
heated issue with emotionally charged opposing sides. 
However, at the end of the conference, they agreed that 
“you can do mission even when you don’t agree.” 
 
We are so focused on that which doesn’t matter. Bishop 
Ray stated that it is much more important to “make sure 
people hear the story of Jesus Christ as it applies to 
them.” He said many people in our local congregations 
think the NCC is only working to promote same-sex 
blessings within our church. Bishop Ray stressed that the 
NCC is responding to this issue as one of many missions 
of our national church. He went on to mention other very 
important missions of the NCC on behalf of all of us, such 
as; our support through Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
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for Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem providing services for Palestinian refugees 
(www.avh.org/english.html), Sister Monica Denk as our International Volunteer Coordinator 
(www.elcic.ca/mission/vim/ivc.html), and our support of Kairos monitoring Canadian mining 
companies abroad (www.kairoscanada.org/e/index.asp). Bishop Ray expressed frustration and 
sadness that many people in our church are so insulated they don’t know the good the national 
office is doing. 
 
Bishop Ray explained, “Our mission is to be the kind of people who try to appreciate what it’s 
like to be others, to walk in their shoes.” He pointed out that God has often asked the chosen to 
go against their own deepest convictions. Bishop Ray said that one way we have learned this is 
through our overseas mission strategies. He went on to say that one example of this is, “We 
have learned to allow polygamous families [who convert to Christianity] to stay together so that 
helpless women are not banished to a life of brutality when the chief is forced to let go all his 
wives except one.” He believes allowing them to stay in their polygamous marriages in this case 
is more in keeping with the scriptures than forcing them to divorce. 
 
At the conclusion of his formal presentation, Bishop Ray stressed that our challenge is whether 
we can be a community despite our differences. Some of those differences were highlighted in 
the question period that followed. Many questions were asked and Bishop Ray did his best to 
answer all of them.  
 
One person at the Calgary session asked Bishop Ray if the NCC had any plan in place for 
dealing with the results of the vote on the motion at the national convention. She reinforced that 
no matter the result of the vote, a large group of people will be unhappy. Bishop Ray clarified 
that the national church can’t work with the congregations without the invitation by their 
respective synods. Thus, it will be up to each synod to decide how to proceed.  For our synod, 
Bishop Ron Mayan has already announced that there will be a Synod Consultation on July 23rd. 
Bishop Ron also promised that a Task Force on Marriage, Family and Human Sexuality will be 
struck to do some work in the context of the Synod of Alberta and the Territories. In that 
announcement, Bishop Ron urged that regardless of the outcome of the vote, our synod needs 
to find a way forward together. 
 
Another Calgary participant spoke of the opposing views among us, often between long time 
friends. He spoke of the deep frustration and pain felt by our more conservative members who 
believe they are being pushed out of our church. Bishop Ray expressed sadness at this and said 
he was sorry they were feeling that way. However, Bishop Ray stressed that the truly 
disenfranchised in our church are the gay and lesbian people who have been persecuted and 
shut out of our church for so long. He stated that no one was asking our more conservative 
members to leave the church. If they were leaving, they were choosing to do so on their own. 
 
Finally, in the casual 
discussions that followed 
the group discussions at 
the Calgary session, one 
person spoke of her 
fears surrounding this 
division in our church. 
She came to the ELCIC 
as an adult and was excited about the fact that people with such differing views could come 
together as a unified church body. She now struggles with the fact that some people don’t value 
that unified church as much as she does and are threatening to tear it apart.  
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Photo courtesy of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 

 
Left to right - David Moore, Cathy Moore, Lindsey Skakum, 
Margaret Sailor, Wayne Street, Liz Rossnagel, Linda Langager, 
Mark Heinen, and Pastor Kevin Powell at the back. 

Photo courtesy of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 
In the end, the bigger question might be, as Bishop Ray said, whether we can be a community 
despite our differences. Some believe and feel that God clearly tells us that homosexual 
behaviour is a sin. Others believe that God clearly tells us that it isn’t a sin. Still others believe 
that it just doesn’t matter. As one participant expressed, maybe we need to look at what the 
scriptures say about staying together versus parting our ways when faced with differences. 
 
ChristCare Small Group Ministry 
 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Lethbridge commissioned seven small group leaders 
on January 7. Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd has embraced ChristCare Small Group 
Ministry as a primary ministry tool. Through this program from Stephen Ministries in St. Louis, 
Good Shepherd plans to ensure long-lasting and effective small group ministry. 
  
Pastor Kevin Powell says, “For congregations whose members are committed to loving one 
another and reaching out to their community, ChristCare Group ministry is ideal.” He goes on to 
say, “It offers everything a congregation needs to get started or to enhance an already existing 
small group ministry.” 
  
Liz Rossnagel, part of Good Shepherd’s ChristCare leadership team, agrees, “ChristCare 
Group Ministry is a holistic approach to spiritual growth. It helps people grow closer to each 

other in caring, and closer to God through 
worship, prayer, and mission to a hurting 
world.” 
  
ChristCare Group Leaders at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd have received 
training in how to build community, begin new 
groups, understand and practice the 
principles of confidentiality, encourage the 
proper expression of feelings and openness, 
and reinforce the benefits of effective 
listening. 
  
“People today have trouble connecting with 
one another and with God,” says Pastor 
Powell, “Loneliness has reached epidemic 

proportions, and ChristCare Groups are an excellent way for people to re-connect on a human 
level, and touch something of what God is up to in peoples’ lives.” 
  
Submitted by Rev. Kevin Powell 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Lethbridge 
 
The Dirty Little Secret Sunday 
 

“Oh, be careful little eyes, what you see, 
Oh, be careful little eyes, what you see, 

For the Father up above, 
is looking down in love, 

So be careful little eyes what you see.” 
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With the tune of this song in my mind, I learned at an early age to avoid scary TV shows or 
violent comic strips.  My mother recounts how I would stand in front of the TV and she would 
look around the corner to see what I would do when I came across a “bad” show.  She says that 
I would watch for a moment and then change the channel, perhaps because I could hear mom 
singing, “Oh, be careful little eyes, what you see,” from the kitchen!  But today it takes more than 
a memorable song to help us avoid images or ideas that might hurt us or our relationship with 
God.  It takes more than a song because it seems that there’s so much more to avoid.  We live 
in a time where media through the internet presents us with a wide array of images and ideas; 
questionable content that many consume quietly and without a second thought.  Perhaps most 
disconcerting is that we live in a time where pornography has become accessible and 
unavoidable in unprecedented ways.  So, with that little children’s song in our hearts, Lutheran 
Church of Our Saviour decided to bring the Dirty Little Secret of Pornography to light on one very 
special Sunday morning. 
 
In the summer of 2006 I had learned about an intriguing ministry that touts itself as the “#1 
Christian Porn Site” on the internet.  XXXchurch.com is a unique ministry started by Pastors 
Mike Foster and Craig Gross with the intent on helping people who are looking at porn, helping 
people to leave the porn industry, and generally creating awareness about the proliferation of 
porn in our society, community, and homes.  With a generous helping humour and biblical 
wisdom, xxxchurch.com has opened the doors for healthy dialogue and healing in the church; a 
door that we knew had been closed for too long.  We knew that if we wanted to foster authentic 
discussions about pornography in our community, we had to ask some big questions.  We took 
time to learn about what was going on and just how secretive the issue of pornography had 
become in the church. 
 
So we asked, “Is pornography really that big of a problem?  Is it really something that the church 
ought to deal with?”  According to xxxchurch.com, the global porn industry is somewhere over 
50 billion dollars annually.  That’s 50 billion dollars trying to get us to consume their product.  
And, you may have guessed it, that 50 billion dollars is working.  Some statistics claim that the 
average age that children are exposed to pornography is about eleven years old, with many 
seeing it as young as eight.  And it’s not just a man’s problem anymore; some suggest that as 
many as 35% of porn consumers are women.  As marriages struggle to hold it together, and as 
young people battle with a distorted picture of healthy sexuality, we found that the dirty little 
secret of pornography is working its destructive magic. 
 
We started to talk about the “Big Day,” the “Dirty Little Secret Sunday” that was only weeks 
away.  Nervous about the response to such a taboo subject, we eased our congregation into the 

issue with notices about the 
upcoming services and shared our 
thoughts about why we felt this was 
important to talk about.  Instead of 
being met with criticism, Dirty Little 
Secret Sunday became a source of 
inspiration and authentic 
conversations. 
 
During the week leading up to that 
Sunday, our church sign read, “Dirty 
Little Secret Sunday.”  On 
Thursday, Pastor Lee Woolery 
received a phone call from a 
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Left to right – Glenn, Sue and Tanya McMurray; Josanna and 
Pete Justine.   Photo by Kathleen McMurray 

gentleman who had just passed by our church sign.  He wanted to know what the sign meant.  
“The dirty little secret is pornography,” Lee explained. 
“That’s what I thought.  Are you a xxxchurch?” the man questioned. 
“No, but we’re using their material on Sunday.” 
“That’s good to hear and brave of you for doing this,” the man continued, “xxxchurch 
saved my marriage, saved my life.  I’ll be praying for you.” 

After that phone call, any hesitation we had for continuing with the pornography emphasis for 
that Sunday seemed to disappear. 
 
On Sunday, using tools and resources from xxxchurch.com, we gently opened up the topic of 
pornography, exposing elements of the dirty little secret with our congregation.  We discovered 
that there was a deep hunger for openness and honesty.  Parents wanted to speak with their 
kids, grandparents wanted to find healing for their families, and married couples came with their 
hidden stories.  We discovered that the dirty little secret could not remain hidden under the light 
of God’s love and grace.   
 
As stories were shared, one woman said that “Dirty Little Secret Sunday” had changed the way 
she views our church.  “Now,” she said, “I know this church is a safe place.  I know that I can 
come here with my secrets.”  1 John 1:7 teaches us that “if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all 
sin.”  We discovered that standing in the light of Christ compels us to speak honestly about our 
struggles.  But more than that, God brought us together that Sunday and lovingly showed us all 
a new way to live in Him. 
 
For more information about pornography and its effects, go to xxxchurch.com. 

 
Submitted by Preston Pouteaux 

Director of Discipleship Ministry,  
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary 
 
“King of Creation” CD 
 
Tanya McMurray, talented drummer, singer, 
composer and songwriter at First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Calgary, has published her 
first CD. Tanya, Pete and Josanna Justine and 
Sue McMurray, Tanya’s mother, perform the 
eleven songs.  All are part of the worship team at 
‘First’. Pete and Josanna made and mixed the 
recording.  
 
Tanya says: “I am 19 years old and I live just 
outside of Calgary. On April 1st I released my 
debut album "King of Creation" and sold over 
200 copies the first day. The CD contains a 
variety of songs including worship, ballads and 
Christian pop. I have written the worship songs for church congregations to use, so I've posted 
the words and guitar chords on my website at www.myspace.com/tanyamcmurray, where you 
can also hear some of the tracks on the CD.”  
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Dr. Michael J. Ryan with the holotype skull of the new horned 
dinosaur, Albertaceratops nesmoi. – Photo courtesy of Chad 
Kerychuk/Digital Dream Machine and The Southern Alberta 
Dinosaur Research Group. 

Tanya thanks her parents, sisters, friends and her church family and worship team members for 
encouraging her to play, sing and share during the worship services. 
 
The music is what you would hear at ‘First’, including traditional hymns in modern settings, 
Tanya’s and Pete’s own compositions and many well-known contemporary songs. Copies of the 
CD can be ordered from Tanya on her web site or write to her in care of ‘First’, 7102 14th. 
Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta T3H 4G7. 
 
Submitted by Mark Hambridge 
First Lutheran, Calgary 
 
Albertaceratops nesmoi 
 
Albertaceratops nesmoi has a Lutheran 
connection! Cecil Nesmo is a member of 
Christ Lutheran Church in Manyberries. He is a 
rancher who generously allowed a crew to 
camp on his land while they did some 
archaeological digging nearby. Six years ago, 
Dr. Michael Ryan, a graduate student at the 
University of Calgary at the time and now 
curator of vertebrate palaeontology for the 
Cleveland Museum of National History, 
discovered a new species of dinosaur in the 
area while camping out on Cecil’s land. Last 
summer, Dr. Ryan named his new find after 
Cecil Nesmo.   
    
Submitted by Rev. Emil Krause 
Christ Lutheran, Manyberries 


