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CHURCH COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
** Please note change ** 
There will be only one church council workshop 
next spring!   "To the Ends of the Earth" will be 
held February 27, 2010 at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Red Deer.   Bishop Ron 
Mayan will be our guest and keynote speaker 
on the theme of evangelism.  Several well-
qualified leaders will be presenting helpful 
resources through their workshops.  Watch for 
more information in the next mailing - and 
register your council (and other congregational 
leaders) early! 

TOLL FREE 
When calling the Synod office from the local 
Edmonton calling area, do not use 1-866-430-
2636. If you do, we pay unnecessary long 
distance charges. In the Edmonton area, 
please call 780-439-2636. 

GHDA
As of July 1, 2009, ELCIC’s Global Hunger and 
Development Appeal (GHDA) no longer exists. 
The work of: 
 providing immediate relief of hunger and 

other emergency needs – most dramatically 
and generously after the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami of Boxing Day 2004 when ELCIC 
members contributed $600,000; 

 assisting those who struggle with the causes 
and effects of poverty through long-range 
development; 

 educating the church to understand and 
confront the causes of hunger; promoting 
social and economic justice as it relates to 
hunger;

 as well as supporting and advocating for 
government policy and programs in such 
areas as housing, child poverty and 
aboriginal right; 

will continue through Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief (CLWR). 

Please continue to support this relief and 
development work by forwarding your 
contributions to the Synod marked “CLWR”. 

For more information please check out the 
CLWR website at www.clwr.org. 



STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
Bulletin inserts (“What’s All the Fuss 
About?” is included in this mailing for 
distribution in your congregation, or to 
include in your newsletters/bulletins. 

 Take advantage of the stewardship 
resources in the latest “Giving 
Magazine” (New Love, New Mercy 
theme) which was mailed to every 
congregation in July. Any of the previous 
years of “Giving” (pages 28-31) have 
excellent themes you may prefer to use: 
“Share the Gift” “Dessert First” “Go and 
See” etc. Dig out the old copies and take 
a look. 

 The “New Consecration Sunday”
stewardship program is again available 
from the synod office. For some 
feedback on this program, contact 
Pastor Peter Van Katwyk (403-227-
5104) as Peace, Innisfail has 
successfully used this program. 

 Christmas will be here before we know 
it. Consider ordering “Gifts from the 
Heart” brochures from CLWR (1-800-
661-2597) for ways your members can 
give to those in need. You may also 
want to consider a Christmas 
congregational gift. A variety of needs 
are listed such as a fuel efficient stove 
($20), sack of potatoes ($30), flock of 
chickens ($45), a pair of goats ($60), two 
cows and a plough ($500) and many 
more items. To view more needs go 
online at www.clwr.org, and scroll to the 
bottom of the page to “Gifts from the 
Heart.”

 Looking for a way to put more 
stewardship into your preaching? Here is 
a great help, Sermon Starters, an 
ELCA resource: 
https://www.elca.org/Growing-In-
Faith/Discipleship/Stewardship/stewards
hipnow_sermonstarters.aspx.

WHAT IF... 
Sacred Cows Became Extinct: 
Check out abtrenewal.wordpress.com for more 
“What ifs” and the hope of transformation – 
ordinary people seeking God’s transforming 
presence in the Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories.

WORLD MISSIONS 
Included in this mailing is a bulletin insert with 
examples of congregations working cross-
culturally in the name of Christ. Use it to inspire 
your congregation to find ideas of its own. 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Maybe you’re one of them! For more 
information about the Lay Pastoral Assistants 
(LPA) program call the synod office, 780-439-
2636. The next course is October 31 on the 
topic of Conflict Resolution. 

COLOMBIA PRESENTATION FOR YOUR 
CONGREGATION  
Fifteen youth and adults journeyed from 
Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton, March 26-
April 8, to Colombia to build relationships with 
our sisters and brothers in our Companion 
Synod.   Ministries supported by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia in 
Bogota, Sogamoso, and Paz de Ariporo as well 
as a student residence (which Ascension 
supports) in Paz de Ariporo were explored.
Relationships were begun – a kiosco (a 
gazebo with palm branch roof) was built for the 
boy’s residence – lives were shared – 
transformation happened.  We would love to 
share the story of our journey in song, word 
and image.  Please contact Pastor Larry 
Kochendorfer at 780.469.2421 or 
larry@alchurch.ca for further information. 

CELEBRATIONS 
Go to www.albertasynod.ca to find the latest 
issue of Celebrations. Find out what is 
happening around the Synod.



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE…

Celebration:
 Robert Grewe was ordained in MNO Synod and 

accepted a call at Redeemer, Hanna. 
 Erik Parker was ordained on July 4 and 

accepted a call at St John’s of Golden Spike. 
 Tim and Joanne Wray are please to announce 

the birth of their son, Jesse Ratzlaff Wray, on 
July 3. 

 Judy Jarvis was ordained on July 31 and 
accepted a call to Special Service – Interim 
Ministry. She is serving at Messiah, Camrose. 

 Matt Lyseng and his wife Prema Samuel are the 
proud parents of daughter Dhiya Lily Samuel-
Lyseng, born July 31. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Gay, wife of Rev Paul Eriksson (retired, 

Edmonton) is recovering from a small stroke. 
 Doug Lyseng, father of Rev Matt Lyseng 

(Augustana, Edmonton) suffered a minor heart 
attack.
 Diana, wife of Seminarian Mick Macintyre 

suffered a miscarriage. 
 Rev Marilyn Stobbs (Trinity, Westlock) is 

recovering from significant health issues including a 
heart attack. 
 Rev Gayla June Richards (Ryley/Holden parish) 

is awaiting surgery on her left shoulder. 
 Carl Ninow, husband of Rev Cindy Ninow, is 

recovering from health issues involving his heart 
and lungs. 
 Rev Art Dahlen has been diagnosed with 

lymphoma. 
 Michelle, daughter of Rev Jim Krause (retired – 

Milk River), has Bell’s palsy and is undergoing 
treatment.
 Rev Fred Zinck (retired – Calgary) is having 

heart problems and is being assessed to see if a 
pacemaker is required. 
 Rev Ed Bowen (retired, Calgary) had surgery to 

remove a malignant tumor. 
 AnnE Zimmerman (Executive Director – On 

Eagle’s Wings) continues to recover nicely from her 
cancer surgery. 

 David, younger brother of Rev Rachel Dart 
(LIME Chaplain, interim at Alberta Beach/Calahoo), 
awaits radiation treatment for prostate cancer. 
 Sister Frieda Kiel (retired, Edmonton) fell and 

broke her hip and has received a cancer diagnosis. 
 Norma Alksne, wife of Rev Arnold Alksne (St 

John’s, Calgary), has been diagnosed with 
Myeloma – a cancer of the blood plasma. 

Deaths:
 Pauline Buzloff, grandmother of Jenn 

Laurendeau (ABT Synod Council). 
 Emma Bennett, mother of Rev Tim Posyluzny 

(Holy Spirit, Edmonton) – July 15. 
 Rev Clifton Monk (MNO) – July 18. 
 Mother of Rev Bill Bulger (retired, Hinton) – 

August 6. 

“Stir Up Our Hearts to Prepare The Way”
is the theme of an Advent Service of 
Worship, Song and Prayer to be held at 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Edmonton, AB 
(8405-83St.) on the First Sunday in Advent, 
November 29, at 7:00 pm.

The worship will feature two monologues: 
“Elizabeth the Mother of John the Baptist” 
and “The Innkeeper’s Wife Speaks Out,” the 
combined choirs of Glory Lutheran Church, 
Sherwood Park and Ascension Lutheran, 
Edmonton, and Hand bells.  

An offering will be received for the Third 
World Development ministry of Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief.

Coffee and fellowship to follow.

Ample parking is available across from the 
church in the Bonnie Doon Parking Lot.

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of the 
new Church Year and as our hearts are 
stirred to prepare the way. 



The Other Giving
by Tuck Aaker 
The old standard definition of stewardship is 
the giving of one’s money, time and talents. 
Most every congregation does something in 
the way of a way of a program to encourage 
giving gifts of money to support the ministry. 
That part of the giving trio is the one that’s the 
most important in most congregations. Leaders 
seem to think, “If the money’s coming in we 
won’t worry about the other two.” But is that a 
correct assumption? How important is the 
giving of time and talents to the congregation 
… and to the giving of money as well?

The answer is, plenty! Most people disregard 
the time and talent part of the giving equation 
because of our tremendous preoccupation with 
increasing our financial base. The fact is, one 
of the greatest motivators in any congregation 
to increase a person’s financial gifts comes 
from an increase in their involvement in some 
activity other than coming to services on 
Sunday. The more active a person becomes, 
the more they realize that they are in fact 
“working for God”, and are inspired to show 
their appreciation for their lives with larger gifts 
of money.

Most congregations have a problem of timing. 
They try to add the time and talent program as 
part of the appeal for operating funds and wind 
up losing focus on both! People need to focus 
on one thing at a time. Most people can’t multi-
task in an appeal. They are asked to think and 
pray about increasing their gifts for the next 
year, and then as a sidebar look at the time 
and talent sheets and make another 
commitment. Somewhere you are going to lose 
them. They are likely to “blow off” some or all 
of those three commitments as they get 
frustrated, Being asked to make a pledge 
simultaneously for money, time and talent, they 
may say forget it! 

Don’t get caught up in this plan to make things 
easier by taking care of all the business at one 

time. You will either lose in your fund appeal or 
with the time and talent program. You need to 
separate these two and make these two 
appeals as two cornerstones of your year 
round stewardship plan. 

If you do your appeal for funding the ministry in 
the fall or winter, then do your Time and Talent 
program in the spring. Give it a special name 
like Involvement Sunday. That separates them 
and gives each a special time and special 
focus.

When you are asked to give your time or your 
talents and you accept, you are no longer an 
outsider or a newcomer. You feel like you 
really belong. It’s this feeling of being needed 
and being a part of the whole thing that is so 
important to your congregation.

And that’s just good stewardship!

Tuck Aaker is a retired businessman who now consults 
and specializes on stewardship issues for the Florida-
Bahamas Synod of the ELCA. He shares his expertise in 
Stewardship Now and writes a column for ELCA 
Stewardship Resources. 

SYNOD VIDEO LIBRARY 
The synod has a video library from which you are 
encouraged to borrow VHS tapes and DVD’s. A 
couple of the newer additions include:

“OUR LAND, MY PEOPLE” THE 
STRUGGLE OF THE LUBICON CREE 
Amnesty International’s half-hour 
documentary in which the Lubicon Cree tell 
the story of their long struggle to defend their 
human rights in the midst of the Alberta oil 
belt.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DVD 
Sweetgrass Films presents a film by Brent 
Spiess Bridge to Community: The Affordable 
Housing Crisis in Alberta. The documentary 
film has closely followed the crisis in 
affordable housing. It examines the social cost 
of homelessness, the impact of rising rents, 
and how the lack of affordable housing is 
affecting the economy.  

You may borrow these from the Synod office – 
call 780-439-2636.


