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CHURCH COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
** Please note change ** 
There will be only one church council workshop 
next spring!  "To the Ends of the Earth" will be 
held February 27, 2010 at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Red Deer.  Bishop Ron 
Mayan will be our guest and keynote speaker 
on the theme of evangelism.  Several well-
qualified leaders will be presenting helpful 
resources through their workshops.  See the 
poster in this mailing - and register your council 
(and other congregational leaders) early! 

TOLL FREE 
When calling the Synod office from the local 
Edmonton calling area, do not use 1-866-430-
2636. If you do, we pay unnecessary long 
distance charges. In the Edmonton area, 
please call 780-439-2636. 

NOTICE TO ALL ABT CLERGY 
Plans for the 2010 Synod Convention are 
already underway. Honouring clergy who are 
celebrating a significant year of ordination, 
either in 2009 or 2010, is our usual practice 
and we don’t want to miss honouring anyone. 

Would you kindly email, phone, or write the 
synod office if you are one of those celebrating 
either 25, 40, 50, or 60 years of ordained 
ministry and we will check our list to be sure 
you are included. 

abtsynod@elcic.ca
svilletard@elcic.ca
kbudgell@elcic.ca
780-439-2636 (from the Edmonton calling area)
1-866-430-2636 (from outside the Edmonton 
calling area) 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Maybe you’re one of them! For more 
information about the Lay Pastoral Assistants 
(LPA) program call the synod office, 780-439-
2636. The next course is October 31 on the 
topic of Conflict Resolution. You are welcome 
to attend. 



STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
Bulletin Insert – “Will Our Children be 

Stewards?” is included in this mailing for 
distribution in your congregation or to 
include in your newsletter/bulletin. 

  All bulletin inserts are on the Synod 
website. With newer versions of Adobe 
Reader you are able to copy the text to 
insert in your newsletter or bulletin, rather 
than re-typing. Go to 
www.albertasymod.ca/stewardship/bulletin_inserts

  Encourage members to give Christmas gifts 
to the needy through CLWR’s “Gifts from 
the Heart.”  Brochures, giving ideas on a 
variety of gifts, have been sent to the 
congregations. If you have not received 
yours, call 1-800-661-2597 or go online at 
www.clwr.org and go to “Gifts from the 
Heart.”

 Share the following information with your 
members:

Did you know? ...there is no capital gain 
tax when donating mutual funds or 
securities to a charity? When you donate 
mutual funds/securities, you will receive a 
charitable donation receipt for their fair 
market value, just as if your gift had been 
a cash donation. The procedure for giving 
is simple. For information contact the 
Synod Office. 
Did you know? ...that Albertans making 
total annual donations over $200 to 
charitable organizations receive a 50-cent 
provincial/federal tax credit for every 
dollar donated over the $200 threshold? 
With this enhancement, Albertans receive 
$500 back in total federal and provincial 
tax credits per $1,000 in total donations 
over the $200 threshold. 
Did you know? ...that leaving a gift to 
your congregation through your will does 
not impact your income and day-to-day 
living but will greatly benefit your 
congregation long after you are gone? It 
gives one last chance to donate. It also 
reduces your income tax in year of death. 

SYNOD EDITOR 
As of September 1, 2009, Colleen McGinnis is 
the new insert editor for the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories. Colleen is an artist by 
profession and, with her husband, runs an art 
gallery and picture framing shop in Wetaskiwin. 
She is a member of St John’s Lutheran Church 
and enjoys art, writing, music, photography, 
and growing sunflowers for the hungry 
goldfinches. 

Thank you to Lisa Rude who, as the previous 
editor, shared stories of ministry and mission 
throughout the Synod. We wish her God speed 
as she resumes her teaching career. 

ELCIC HUMAN SEXUALITY STUDY 
The ELCIC Human Sexuality Study is now 
completed and posted on the ELCIC website. 
All congregations will be receiving a hard copy. 
You are encouraged to study it and respond. 

 “Stir Up Our Hearts to Prepare The 
Way” is the theme of an Advent Service of 
Worship, Song and Prayer to be held at 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Edmonton, AB 
(8405-83St.) on the First Sunday in Advent, 
November 29, at 7:00 pm.

The worship will feature two monologues: 
“Elizabeth the Mother of John the Baptist” and 
“The Innkeeper’s Wife Speaks Out,” the 
combined choirs of Glory Lutheran Church, 
Sherwood Park and Ascension Lutheran, 
Edmonton, and Hand bells.

An offering will be received for the Third World 
Development ministry of Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief.

Coffee and fellowship to follow.

Ample parking is available across from the 
church in the Bonnie Doon Parking Lot.

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of the 
new Church Year and as our hearts are stirred 
to prepare the way. 



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE…

Celebration:
 Rev Art Dahlen has received news that the 

lymphoma is cured. His recovery continues. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Rev Richard Reimer (Chaplain, U of A, 

Edmonton) has a malignant mass on his lung. 
 Rev Gayla June Richards (Ryley/Holden 

parish) will have surgery on her left shoulder 
November 7. 
 Gay, wife of Rev Paul Eriksson (retired, 

Edmonton) is recovering from a small stroke. 
 Doug Lyseng, father of Rev Matt Lyseng 

(Augustana, Edmonton) suffered a minor heart 
attack.
 Diana, wife of Seminarian Mick Macintyre 

suffered a miscarriage. 
 Carl Ninow, husband of Rev Cindy Ninow, is 

recovering from health issues involving his 
heart and lungs. 
 Michelle, daughter of Rev Jim Krause 

(retired – Milk River), has Bell’s palsy and is 
undergoing treatment. 
 Rev Fred Zinck (retired – Calgary) is having 

heart problems and is being assessed to see if 
a pacemaker is required. 
 Rev Ed Bowen (retired, Calgary) had 

surgery to remove a malignant tumor. 
 David, younger brother of Rev Rachel Dart 

(LIME Chaplain, interim at Alberta 
Beach/Calahoo), awaits radiation treatment for 
prostate cancer. 
 Sister Frieda Kiel (retired, Edmonton) fell 

and broke her hip and has received a cancer 
diagnosis.
 Norma Alksne, wife of Rev Arnold Alksne (St 

John’s, Calgary), has been diagnosed with 
myeloma – a cancer of the blood plasma. 

GHDA
As of July 1, 2009, ELCIC’s Global Hunger and 
Development Appeal (GHDA) no longer exists. 
The work of: 
 providing immediate relief of hunger and other 

emergency needs – most dramatically and 
generously after the Indian Ocean Tsunami of 
Boxing Day 2004 when ELCIC members 
contributed $600,000; 

 assisting those who struggle with the causes 
and effects of poverty through long-range 
development; 

 educating the church to understand and 
confront the causes of hunger; promoting 
social and economic justice as it relates to 
hunger; 

 as well as supporting and advocating for 
government policy and programs in such 
areas as housing, child poverty and aboriginal 
right;

will continue through Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief (CLWR). 

Please continue to support this relief and 
development work by forwarding your 
contributions to the Synod marked “CLWR”. 

For more information please check out the 
CLWR website at www.clwr.org. 

COLOMBIA PRESENTATION FOR YOUR 
CONGREGATION  
Fifteen youth and adults journeyed from 
Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton, March 26-
April 8, to Colombia to build relationships with 
our sisters and brothers in our Companion 
Synod.   Ministries supported by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia in 
Bogota, Sogamoso, and Paz de Ariporo as well 
as a student residence (which Ascension 
supports) in Paz de Ariporo were explored.
Relationships were begun – a kiosco (a 
gazebo with palm branch roof) was built for the 
boy’s residence – lives were shared – 
transformation happened.  We would love to 
share the story of our journey in song, word 
and image.  Please contact Pastor Larry 
Kochendorfer at 780.469.2421 or 
larry@alchurch.ca for further information. 



SYNOD VIDEO LIBRARY 
The synod has a video library from which you are 
encouraged to borrow VHS tapes and DVD’s. A 
couple of the newer additions include:

“OUR LAND, MY PEOPLE” THE 
STRUGGLE OF THE LUBICON CREE 
Amnesty International’s half-hour 
documentary in which the Lubicon Cree tell 
the story of their long struggle to defend their 
human rights in the midst of the Alberta oil 
belt.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DVD 
Sweetgrass Films presents a film by Brent 
Spiess Bridge to Community: The Affordable 
Housing Crisis in Alberta. The documentary 
film has closely followed the crisis in 
affordable housing. It examines the social cost 
of homelessness, the impact of rising rents, 
and how the lack of affordable housing is 
affecting the economy.  

You may borrow these from the Synod office – 
call 780-439-2636. 

CELEBRATIONS 
Go to www.albertasynod.ca to find the latest 
issue of Celebrations. Find out what is 
happening around the Synod. 


