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TV and film star Mary 
Walsh, takes two 
Canadians, Vicki and 
Durval, to see how poverty 
has been reduced in 
Sweden and Ireland and 
how it might be reduced 
here. They discover that 
the countries with the least 

poverty have affordable housing, strong unions, 
free university and childcare -- and enjoy 
successful economies. They ask themselves: if 
other countries can do this, why can't we? Poor 
No More explains the roots of our economic 
insecurity, its impact on Canadians, and proposes 
remedies. It aims to move this issue from the 
margins to the mainstream. 

10 YEAR PLAN TO END HOMELESSNESS 
The province of Alberta has launched a 10-
year plan to end homelessness in Alberta. In 
many locations, cities are partnering with faith 
communities to reach out to the homeless in 
their neighbourhoods. 

Bishop Ron Mayan is among the signatories on 
behalf of ABT synod of an Interfaith 
Statement on Homelessness and Affordable
Housing signed by 20 different faith groups.. 
Although this Statement refers to the city of 
Edmonton, it can provide a framework for 
action in other areas of the province as well. 
Also there is a Congregational Housing 
Action Guide with lots of practical suggestions 
for how to get involved. Although the Guide 
uses Edmonton examples, we hope it will 
inspire congregations to take action in their 
own communities. In Calgary, as a part of 
Calgary’s own 10- year plan to end 
homelessness, our congregations are working 
to raise money to provide affordable housing at 
Acadia Place. To find out how you or your 
congregation can become involved in this visit 
www.acadiaplace.com/



STEWARDSHIP NOTES – Lorraine Kalis 

• A bulletin insert,  “His Great Love for Us”
is included in this mailing for use in your 
congregation.

• The bulletin insert, “Plant Big Potatoes”
that would be appropriate for spring, can be 
found at 
www.albertasynod.ca/stewardship/bulletin_i
nserts

Stewardship Ideas: It’s May – it’s springtime 
(finally)
• Hold a ‘Stewardship of the Earth’ event. A 

good resource on “Caring for the Earth” can 
be found at 
http://www.elca.org/ELCA/Search.aspx?q=
Good+Soil+program   It is a PDF put out by 
the women of the ELCA with discussion 
and ideas. 

• Contact an organic farmer for a 
presentation on organic farming and what it 
means for the earth and for our health. 

• Encourage planting more than enough 
vegetables in your gardens for giving in the 
fall.

• Check out the many ideas on the Good Soil 
Program
http://archive.elca.org/christianeducation/pr
ogramplanners/2003ceprogramplanner/goo
dsoil.html

• One resource at the Good Soil site is a 
great skit “I’m Gonna Make God’s Garden 
Grow” about two seeds named Bernie and 
Ert, sitting on top of a seed bag at the Good 
Soil Garden Centre. 
http://archive.elca.org/christianeducation/pr
ogramplanners/2003ceprogramplanner/mo
d4/ImGonnaMake_skit.pdf

VITAL CHURCH PLANTING 
CONFERENCE 
"reChurch – Take Another Look” will be held 
May 26-28th at Concordia University College 
hosted by The Anglican Diocese of Edmonton. 

Mission-minded church leaders from British 
Columbia to Manitoba will come together to 
view church with fresh eyes. 

The conference will address the challenges 
and needs of church generating discussion 
about topics such as rural and indigenous 
ministry and urban development. 

The conference, co-sponsored by the Wycliffe 
College School of Evangelism, will feature 
keynote addresses by the Bishop of Sheffield 
Steven Croft (Fresh Expressions UK); and 
Pastor Beth Fellinger, Director of Family and 
Children\'s Ministries at Oakridge Presbyterian 
Church in London, Ontario; and the Ugly 
Couch Cafe (church planting). 

Participants will be able to choose from a 
variety of workshops, led by: David Ashdown, 
Thomas Brauer, Jonathan Connell, Steven 
Croft, Beth Fellinger, Oz Lorentzen, Lydia 
Mamakwa, Darryl Muth, Myron Penner, Nick 
Trussell, David Von Bieker, and Tim Wray. 

Individuals registering before March 31, 2011, 
will receive the Early Bird rate of $230/person. 
Groups of three or more will also be able to 
register for $230/person. After March 31st, 
individual fees will increase by $50/person. A 
special student rate of $120 is also available. 
Meals are included in the registration fee.

A limited number of rooms are available on 
campus at Concordia College for $25/person. If 
interested, please email your name, 
conference name, and the number of nights 
you are requesting, along with your contact 
information to: darren.beach@concordia.ab.ca. 

For more information or to register see: 
www.edmonton.anglican.org (then \"Our 
Ministries\" and \"Vital Church Planting 
Conference\") 



CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN 
ANXIOUS TIMES 
Rev. Dr. Peter Steinke who is an internationally 
renowned congregational systems consultant, 
Lutheran pastor, educator, therapist, and Alban 
Institute author will lead a seminar on May 17-
19.

This ecumenical event is Conciliation Services 
Canada’s 4th annual Western Canada 
Summer Training Institute for Church Leaders 
and will be held in Edmonton. 

It’s hard not to be anxious when we live in a 
time of constant change. This is as true for our 
congregations as it is for us as individuals. 
Although we cannot slow the rate of change, 
church leaders can make conscious, faithful, 
choices about how we will respond to it – 
which, in turn, will have a profound impact on 
whether our congregations face into the future 
with fear or faith.

This seminar is designed to equip church 
leaders with the theoretical perspectives, 
theological grounding, and practical ministry 
skills they need in order to deal with anxiety 
well, and to work through the complex 
challenges facing the church with courage, 
hope and confidence in God’s  
presence and calling in the midst of change. 

For more information or a brochure and 
registration form in pdf format, please go to 
www.conciliationservices.ca or contact Nan 
Cressman at 519-742-2280 x 2 

STUDY CONFERENCE 
"THE BIBLE IN ITS SETTING" 
At the last Study Conference, participants were 
asked whether or not they would favour 
investigating the possibility of an extended (10 
day) Study Conference in Jerusalem in May, 
2013.  Two-thirds of the respondents indicated 
an interest.  Pastor Rob Taylor will pursue the 
possibility and report back to the next Study 
Conference in 2012.  He will also add into the 
proposal, bursaries for newly ordained and 
those with limited parish resources.  You may 
wish to keep this in mind as you make plans for 
your next continuing education event.  

ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE… 

Celebration:
 Sarah Rudd was consecrated on Saturday 

April 9 after receiving and accepting a valid call 
to serve as diaconal minister at Holy Spirit, 
Edmonton.

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Rev Ted Becker was admitted to hospital 

because he felt dizzy, weak, and short of 
breath. Doctors are figuring out what is causing 
the problem. 
 Rev Arno Bablitz had surgery for a 

suspicious spot on his lung. It was found to be 
cancer which had spread to two lymph nodes. 
He will be undergoing chemotherapy in 
rotations until the end of June. 
 Rev Jim Krause (retired – Milk River) reports 

that his daughter Mindy came successfully 
through major surgery without complications. 
 Lay Minister Alvin Sorenson (Golden Valley 

– Viking) underwent major abdominal surgery 
on April 12. 
 Rev Don Rasmussen (retired – Red Deer) 

experience health problems while visiting his 
daughter and her family in Tennessee. 
 Diane, wife of Kenn Ward (Messiah – 

Camrose) had a grand mal seizure and is 
experiencing memory loss because of her 
medication. 
 Rev Norm Lentz (Chaplain – Bethany 

Group, Camrose) requests prayers for his 
daughter-in-law, Heather. She has been under-
going tests to determine the cause of severe 
abdominal pains and a near anaemic condition. 
 Rev Allen Severson’s (retired – Camrose) 

wife, Mary, suffered stroke-like symptoms and 
is hospitalized. 
 Rev John Anderson (retired – Camrose) is 

undergoing cancer treatment. 
 Leona, wife of Rev Harold Brose (retired – 

Stony Plain), had a compression fracture of the 
spine and has lingering after effects from the 
medication. 



 Kathy Skretting (spouse of the late Don 
Skretting) had surgery in Poland as part of 
Liberation therapy to treat progressing MS. 
 Rob Gormley, husband of Rev Benedicte 

Gormley (interim – New Sarepta), is having 
serious problems with pain in his back and 
legs.
 Rev Don Bolstad (retired – Wetaskiwin) has 

been diagnosed with polymyalgia rheumatic, a 
type of arthritis which affects the muscles not 
the bones or joints. 
 Rev Richard Reimer (Chaplain, U of A, 

Edmonton) has untreatable cancer on his lung 
and in his lymph nodes. 

Death:
 Rev Louis Theiss (LCMS), father of Rev 

John Theiss (Trinity – Brooks), died April 3 . 
 Doreen Kinzel, mother of Debbie Theissen 

(Administrative Assistant to LTS President) 
died April 9. 


