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Bishop Ron’s sermon for congregations to use 
while their rostered people are at convention is 
included in this mailing. It can also be found at 
www.albertasynod.ca. 

CONVENTION 2010 
The biennial convention of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories is fast approaching 
(June 3-6, 2010). These events are extremely 
important to the health and well-being of the 
Church and provide a wonderful opportunity for 
people from our large synod to come together 
to worship, dialogue with each other about 
issues that are important to us and to take care 
of the business of the church. It also provides 
opportunities for people to serve each other in 
many and various ways.

If you are willing to volunteer for convention 
duty, please contact Janet Charlton at
780-461-1447 or janetcha@telus.net. 

ATTEND CLAY (Canadian Lutheran 
Anglican Youth) GATHERING 2010 WITH 
ASK AND IMAGINE
Ask and Imagine is a wonderful youth leadership 
and training program of the Anglican Church. 
Lutherans are welcome! It will be held in London, 
Ontario at Huron College.  This year the Ask and 
Imagine Program will incorporate the national 
youth gathering as part of their program.  Ask
and Imagine is available to youth in grades 9-12 
in the 2009/10 school year and runs from August 
12-26, 2010.  The cost for this program, including 
the youth gathering and air fare, is only $875. 

Go to youth.elcic.ca and click on the links for 
CLAY and Ask and Imagine for more details. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
If you have not already registered for the 
Synod Convention, please do so as soon as 
possible. Accommodations are based on 
double occupancy. If you do not request a 
roommate, one will be assigned to you. 



STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
• Bulletin Insert – “What is a Steward to 

Do?”focuses on sharing our time and 
talents. Is OUR time really OUR time? 

• Time & Talent form – Some 
congregations may be separating their 
financial commitment emphasis from 
their time and talent emphasis, gathering 
T&T commitments at this time of year. A 
document, “Sharing the Joy of 
Stewardship” can be found at
www.albertasynod.ca/stewardship/resour
ces that gives a list of ways of sharing 
that may help in preparing a time and 
talent sheet for your own congregation, 
now or at any time of the year. 

• Jeff Pym, Stewardship Consultant in the 
Eastern Synod sent this note to other 
synod consultants: “I attended the North 
American Conference on Christian 
Philanthropy, sponsored by the 
Ecumenical Stewardship Center, last 
week in Indianapolis. I bought the book, 
“Passing the Plate: Why American 
Christians Don’t Give More Money.”
Within 24 hours 3 plenary speakers 
referred to this book and so did 
Stewardship for the 21st Century. 
Although the data are all American, and 
some of the analysis probably doesn't 
apply to Canada, I'm pretty sure most of 
it does. As one key-note speaker said, 
the book is both frightening and inspiring. 
I strongly recommend it. My advice is to 
buy it, read it, and then give it to your 
bishop to read.” 

Passing the Plate: Why American 
Christians Don't Give More Money 
The following is taken from the Stewardship for 
the 21st Century website:

One of the compelling chapters of the book is 
titled, The View from Pulpits and Pews. This 
chapter observes that their interview revealed 
two contrasting congregational cultures.

On the one side there are those congregations 
where the money conversation is oriented to 
the practical. The primary emphasis is on Pay 
the Bills. Emphasis is put on telling people 
what it costs to run a church. As one person 
stated, "If you are coming here, and you are 
utilizing the people, the programs and what we 
have to offer, then you need to support it 
financially." In this scenario the pastor’s key job 
is to articulate practical needs. Giving money is 
perceived as an obligation to do your share. 
For pastors who serve in this orientation, 
success is defined as "an ability to separate 
themselves from the financial matters of the 
church, allowing them to focus on spiritual 
aspects of the church they feel called to serve." 

A sharp contrast occurs in congregations 
whose cultures are oriented toward Live the 
Vision. With this direction, a pastor's view of 
money is "an essential part of faithful, daily 
Christian living to be addressed in a natural 
holistic manner." Giving is described as a 
means of "truly honoring God, of allowing God 
to be present in all aspects of one's life, 
including the use of money." Pastors view 
financial giving as an opportunity to grow 
spiritually, shape values, purpose and life 
direction. Giving is the result of a vibrant 
spiritual connection to God. Leaders need to 
provide people with a clear vision of the truth 
and goodness of values. "Giving is a way to 
respond to a world with many needs." 

Many of those interviewed found themselves 
living in the paradox between living in a "Pay 
the Bills" culture and desiring to live in a "Live 
the Vision" culture. As we "rethink stewardship" 
we would do well to wrestle with this paradox. 
My personal observation is that those 
congregations who had a stronger "Live the 
Vision" culture before the latest recession are 
emerging from it much healthier. 

This chapter and many others raise significant 
questions as we ponder challenges and 
opportunities in the personal and 
congregational cultures in which we live.



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE… 

Celebration:
 Rev Brad and Manny Everett (Nazareth – 

Standard) are pleased to announce the safe arrival 
of Nathaniel Isaac Joseph on March 3. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Jaydie, the baby granddaughter of Rev Don and 

Dora Hall (Okotoks), was recently hospitalized for a 
bronchial condition. 
 Rev Allen Severson (retired – Camrose) was 

hospitalized with heart problems. 
 Barbara, wife of Rev Ron Weatherington (retired 

– Calgary), suffered a heart attack.  
 Rev Richard Reimer (Chaplain, U of A, 

Edmonton) has untreatable cancer on his lung and 
in his lymph nodes. 
 Eleanor Harder, mother of Dr Cam Harder (prof 

at LTS) and Rev Bill Harder (Augustana Campus – 
Camrose) is recovering from surgery. 
 Rev Lucretia van Ommeren-Tabbert’s 

(Immanuel, Rosenthal) father-in-law and a 
grandchild were injured in a serious car accident. 
 Gay, wife of Rev Paul Eriksson (retired, 

Edmonton) is recovering from a small stroke. 
 Michelle, daughter of Rev Jim Krause (retired – 

Milk River), is undergoing treatment for Bell’s Palsy. 
 Norma Alksne, wife of Rev Arnold Alksne (St 

John’s, Calgary), has been diagnosed with 
myeloma – a cancer of the blood plasma. 

Death:
 Hilda Njaa, mother-in-law of Rev John Lentz (St. 

Paul’s, Olds) died April 10. 
 Renate, mother of Rev Rob Grewe (Redeemer, 

Hanna) died April 6. 

KAIROS 
Now at the Synod office for you to borrow: 
Connecting the Drops 
This 20 minute documentary by KAIROS is 
about the ecumenical delegation to Alberta’s 
Athabasca Oil Sands in May 2009. 

The Good Samaritan Society is accepting 
nominations to the Board of Directors. The 
deadline for nominations is May 15 2010. 

The following are the requirements for GSS 
Board Members: 

- Is a member in good standing of The Good 
Samaritan Society 

- Is an active member of a Lutheran 
congregation

- Is not an employee of The Good Samaritan 
Society 

The Society is currently accepting nominations 
for the Southern Alberta, Northern Alberta, and 
Greater Edmonton districts, and one clergy-at-
large. As defined in the by-laws of The Good 
Samaritan Society; 

Southern Alberta District shall mean all parts of 
the Province of Alberta lying south of the most 
northerly point of the City of Red Deer (and for 
greater certainty includes the City of Red 
Deer).

Northern Alberta District shall mean all parts of 
the Province of Alberta north of the Southern 
Alberta District excepting thereout the Greater 
Edmonton District. 

Greater Edmonton District shall mean the area 
within a circle having a radius of sixty (60) 
kilometres from the intersection of Jasper 
Avenue and 100th Street in Edmonton, Alberta. 

If you are interested in becoming a Good 
Samaritan Board Member, please fill out the 
Candidate Information Form which is available 
on our website (www.gss.org) by clicking the 
link “Accepting Nominations to the Board 
Directors” from the home page. For further 
information email Joanne Dusterbeck at 
jdusterbeck@gss.org or call 780-431-3706. 


