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See the “Marriage, Family and Sexuality in the 
Alberta Context” document on our website, 
www.albertasynod.ca. You may print it as 
needed. If you do not have access to the 
internet and would like a hard copy, contact the 
synod office as above. 

YOUTH GATHERING 2009 REMINDER 
Please remember to send in your registrations 
for the May 15 - 18 Synod Youth Gathering.
Even in this new setting of Camp Caroline - 
space is limited!  Every Gathering sees late 
registrants remain on a waiting list - so don't be 
disappointed, register now. 

For details of the event, check the Synod's 
website, at www.albertasynod.ca or call 
Sharon at 780, 439-2636.

WORLD MISSION FESTIVAL 2009 
A Festival of information, inspiration, fellowship 
and food will take place March 28, 2009, in 
honour of the work of sharing the Gospel 
undertaken by those in the field of world 
missions.  The event will take place at 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Red 
Deer.

In 2009, Margaret Sadler and Marcus Busch, 
the keynote presenters, will describe their work 
in Cambodia.  They will explain the process 
and opportunities that are available to those 
who serve the world as missionaries.  AnnE 
Zimmerman, the Executive Director of "On 
Eagle's Wings" will bring into sharper focus the 
work of this ecumenical Christian ministry that 
serves the Church in remote and isolated 
areas of northern Canada.

Please check out the colourful poster (or 
postcard) and display it in a prominent place in 
your congregation. 

HYMNALS 
We have some Agape Songs of Hope and 
Reconciliation hymnals still available at the 
Synod office. Many have gone out for choir 
music. If you are interested, please contact Kathy 
Budgell at 780-439-2636. 



STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
 A bulletin insert, “Plan for 2009" is 

enclosed in this mailing. Even though we are 
already into our second month of 2009, we 
still can plan for the rest of the year. 

 A reminder that all of the previous bulletin 
inserts produced are on the ABT website 
under stewardship. The Stewardship of Life 
Institute (headquartered at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 
Gettysburg, Pa.) also picked up on our 
resources and included them in their email 
to all subscribers: “Stewardship Bulletin 
Inserts: Here’s a wise adjudicatory that has 
made over three dozen ready-to-print 
stewardship bulletin inserts available to its 
churches. Topics range from Biblical 
principles, tithing, use of time, Christmas, 
the Sabbath and volunteerism. Good stuff! 
Great inspiration for your own stewardship 
communications. From the Synod of Alberta 
& the Territories, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada.” (they included a link to 
the ABT website) 

 During this slower time of the year consider 
using the video ‘The Story of Stuff’ in a 
youth or adult discussion group. It’s 
available at www.storyofstuff.com as 
mentioned in our column in the December 
mailing. The 20-minute video is a fast-
paced, fact-filled look at the underside of our 
production and consumption patterns. It 
exposes the connections between a huge 
number of environmental and social issues 
and calls us together to create a more 
sustainable and just world. It teaches, 
makes you laugh and may change the way 
you look at all the “stuff” in your life. 

 This is also a good time to set up a Planned
Giving workshop, by inviting a lawyer who 
specializes in wills, and perhaps an 
accountant or financial planner. Handouts 
on Lutheran Planned Giving are available on 
the ABT website at Stewardship/Planned
Giving.

ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE…

Celebration:
 A daughter, Kajsa Sonja Marushka Chell, 

born to Rev Ed Chell and his wife, Lara, on 
January 7. 

 The two-year check-up for Rev Don Hall 
was “clear”. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Nathaniel (Nate), son of Rev John and 

Maggie Theiss (Trinity, Brooks), suffered a 
brain aneurysm in mid-December. 
 Rev Harold Brose (retired, Stony Plain) is 

experiencing unwanted side effects from some 
of his medications. 
 AnnE Zimmerman (Executive Director – On 

Eagle’s Wings) continues to recover nicely 
from her cancer surgery. 
 David, younger brother of Rev Rachel Dart 

(LIME Chaplain, interim at Alberta 
Beach/Calahoo), awaits radiation treatment for 
prostate cancer. 
 Sister Frieda Kiel (retired, Edmonton) fell 

and broke her hip. 
 Diaconal Minister Eleanor Damkar (retired, 

Stony Plain) has Lou Gehrig’s disease. 
 Norma Alksne, wife of Rev Arnold Alksne (St 

John’s, Calgary), has been diagnosed with 
Myeloma – a cancer of the blood plasma. 

Deaths:
 Rev Roy Pudrycki, (retired, Edmonton) – 

December 26. 
 Mother of Rev Jane Mitchell (Lutheran 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Red Deer) – 
about a week before Christmas. 
 Mother of Rev Ron Wesley (Edmonton). 
 Rev Guenther Kern (retired, MNO Synod) – 

December 15. 



M&M IN PHNOM PENH 
For the third time, Margaret Sadler and Marcus 
Busch left home for a year to look for an 
opportunity to serve the wider Church. From 
August 2007 to August 2008, Margaret and 
Marcus were on assignment with Lutheran 
World Federation (LWF) Cambodia—one of 36 
field programs in the international relief and 
development arm of the LWF. Members of 
Hosanna Lutheran Church, Edmonton, they 
were the cover story for the March issue of the 
Canada Lutheran. As missionaries of the 
ELCIC, they want to share their stories and 
pictures —of what they learned, where they 
lived, who they met, and why. 

Contact them at 780-435-3025 or 
busch.sadler@interbaun.com to book a 
presentation in your congregation. 

They’ll travel the Synod to bring you their 
pictures and stories. 

(And their travels will include Red Deer on 28 
March 2009 to present at the World Mission 
Festival.) 

PROPERTY MANAGER 
Mulhurst Lutheran Church Camp is looking for 
a full-time, year-round Property Manger. 

This position will be responsible for the 
grounds keeping, general maintenance, 
hosting and welcoming rental groups and some 
administrative duties. 

The successful individual will be committed to 
the mission of the camp, be self motivated and 
work together with the Board of Directors, 
summer staff and volunteers. 

Onsite accommodation is an optional benefit 
with this position. 

Applications and further inquires may be 
submitted to 
director@mulhurstlutherancamp.ca . 

ACCREDITATION FORM 
A form for congregations who wish to apply for 
accreditation in the Stewardship of Creation 
initiative is now available. The form may be 
downloaded from the synod website at 
http://www.albertasynod.ca/social_ministry 

It is also on the ELCIC Stewardship of Creation 
website.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Joyce Zutter, the Social 
Ministry Coordinator at jzutter@telus.net. 

HOW CAN OUR CONGREGATIONS 
ADDRESS POVERTY IN CANADA?  
Does your congregation have an idea about 
how to address a local need in your 
community? Or - Are you working ecumenically 
with others to do so? Or - is there a church-
supported organization in your community that 
needs financial support? GHDA works to 
address poverty in Canada by partnering with 
synods and congregations; 9% of donations to 
GHDA are returned to the synod from which 
they were given so that they can be used to 
address poverty and carry out education in that 
synod. These projects feed the hungry, provide 
shelter to the homeless, establish community 
gardens and kitchens, support urban ministries 
to low income people and provide opportunities 
to educate us all about the need for justice in 
the world.

If you know of a project that needs support, or 
If you have any questions, contact the Synod's 
Social Ministry Coordinator, Joyce Zutter at   
jzutter@telus.net
You will also find information and the 
application form for funds on the Synod's 
website at
www.albertasynod.ca/social_ministry/ghda


