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Note: Some items may be time dated

Synod Study Conference 
Please register soon for the 2012 Synod Study 
Conference. Rostered leaders are expected to 
attend and all lay leaders are welcome. You 
can see the Information package and 
registration for at 
http://www.albertasynod.ca/leadership/synod_s
tudy_conference. See also the revised 
schedule included in this mailing.  

Larry Kochendorfer, Assistant to the Bishop, 
will be meeting for one hour with those who 
have participated in an ELCA Mission 
Developer Training event. The purpose of this 
conversation is to reflect on and gather 
information regarding the value of this training 
event for future participation from our Synod. 
Please meet in the plenary session area on 
Tuesday afternoon (February 7) at 1:30 p.m. 

LPA Course 
On April 21, 2012, at the Providence Renewal 
Centre (3005 119 Street NW, Edmonton) The 
Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen will give a 
presentation entitled Living a Theology of the 
Cross.

There is a lot of talk, at least among Lutherans, 
about Martin Luther’s ‘theology of the cross’ 
but most people are not too sure what it is all 
about. This course will look at what Luther 
meant by this term as well as its opposite, a 
theology of glory. More importantly, we will 
explore how we can live as theologians of the 
cross today. 

Please remember to register as soon as 
possible by calling the Synod office at 780-439-
2636 (from outside the Edmonton area you 
may call 1-866-430-2636) or emailing Sharon 
Villetard at svilletard@elcic.ca.



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE… 

Celebration:
 Christmas arrived early for Rev Dennis Aicken 

(Emmanuel – Calgary) and his family. Owen 
James Aicken was born to Jonathan and Marina 
Aicken on November 30. 
 DM Florence Wind-Riddell (retired – Calgary) 

announced the birth of her granddaughter 
Julianna Marie, born to David Wind and his wife 
Stefanie on November 25. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Rev Eric Pedersen (retired – St Albert) was 

admitted to the Sturgeon Hospital for cancer and 
other related health concerns. 
 Rev Harold Brose (retired – Stony Plain) had 

an adverse allergic reaction to some medication 
that caused him to be quite ill for a number of 
days. 

Death: 
 Martin, husband of Rev Barbara Groote 

(Pastor-Elect, Ascension – Edmonton) died 
October 20. 
 Rev Joseph Rostad (retired – Calgary) passed 

from this life November 10. 
 Rev Brian Patterson (retired – Edmonton) died 

November 26. 
 Sr Frieda Kiel (retired- Edmonton) died 

December 2. 

More Resource Books 

How to Mobilize Church Volunteers 
by Marlene Wilson 
122 pgs. + 31 pgs of ideas and resources. 
Augsburg Press 
Volunteers are one of the most important parts of 
our churches. The Lutheran author is one of the 
top authors, resources, and teachers of 
volunteerism especially for churches in North 
America. She’s had workshops some of us have 
attended in Canada and there’s none better. 
Besides the topic covered which the title of the 
book refers to, she speaks to problems and 

answers questions, as well as using sound 
principles for human resource management. Is 
your parish’s “feeding and care” of your 
volunteers what you want it to be? If not, borrow 
this book or one of the others by her. 

Parish Planning – How to Get Things Done in 
Your Church 
by Lyle Schaller 
250 pgs 
Abingdon Press 
Author of many books for helping parishes, 
specializing in what really works in parishes. 
Offers suggestions and guidelines on how the 
people in a given local church can improve the 
quality of the decision-making process in that 
parish, including: finding handles for beginning 
the planning process, effective self-evaluation, 
accountability, covenant and implementation. A 
simple self-help series of steps to help re-
evaluate a parish’s purpose, mission, and 
methods. Includes focuses on evangelism and 
increasing our quality of what we do as churches. 

Back to Church Sunday 

The Synod office has two DVDs from the Back 
to Church Sunday Seminars: 

1) Seminar One – Unlocking the Growth 
God has already given the Church. 

Unlocking the Growth offers simple and 
effective ideas for increasing the number of 
people gathered to invitational services. The 12 
steps to becoming an inviting church has 
become a learning tool from which we can 
measure the effectiveness of invitation. 
Subjects tackled include “Why Christians don’t 
invite?”, “How welcoming are we?” and “How to 
double your congregation in a day!” 

2) Seminar Two – Unlocking the Growth by 
turning first time visitors into long term 
members.

Including: The reasons people don’t return, the 
ten keys of keeping and understanding your 
potential ratio. 


