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SYNOD STUDY CONFERENCE 
The theme of pastoral care will move from the 
Tuesday session with Dr. Will Willimon 
focussing on "Worship as Pastoral Care"; to 
Wednesday's session led by Pastor Rachel 
Dart and Diaconal Minister Bev Swanson 
focussing on "Professional Boundaries and 
Loving Actins in Pastoral Care"; to Thursday's 
session on stressors unique to ministry and 
how to deal gracefully with them, presented by 
Dr. Gary Gerber.    

A description of the Tuesday session was not 
included in the registration packet that was 
sent out earlier.  It follows here: 

Professional Boundaries And Loving 
Actions In Pastoral Care: Creative 
Conversations Around Ethical Choices. 
In the practice of pastoral ministry, professional 
ethics is about choosing loving actions. Have 

you ever found yourself caught in an ethical 
dilemma? Have you ever struggled with 
marrying a couple you knew were not well 
suited?

This workshop is intended to open collegial 
conversation around ethical dilemmas, in a 
safe and nurturing environment. We will 
explore current situations offered by our 
ministry colleagues, with a focus on choosing 
the most loving action. 

A tool for self awareness when negotiating 
ethical slippery slopes will be offered, and 
resources for clear and gracious boundary 
setting shared. 

* Study Conference information went out in the 
last mailing. If you did not receive it, please 
contact the synod office. Contact information 
as above. 

SYNOD ARCHIVIST 
We are pleased to announce that Rev. Gary 
Nickel has agreed to act as our Synod Archivist 
and Necrologist. If you have items to be placed 
into the archives, or if you are looking for 
information already placed in the archives, 
please contact Pastor Gary at 780-998-3963. 



STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
• Bulletin Insert – “The Gift Crises” is 

included in this mailing for distribution in 
your congregation or to include in your 
newsletter/bulletin. (With newer versions of 
Adobe Reader the text and graphic can be 
copied for inserting in your newsletter or 
Sunday bulletin.) 

• Preauthorized Giving – Encourage your 
members to give their offerings through 
PAR or POP. Go to 
www.albertasyod.ca/stewardship/bulletin_i
nserts and scroll down the page to 
Preauthorized giving. There you will find a 
bulletin insert with PAR or POP information 
for your members. For the “how to 
implement in your congregation” go to 
www.albertasyod.ca/stewardship/resources.
Scroll down to Preauthorized Giving. 

ELCIC HUMAN SEXUALITY STUDY 
The ELCIC Human Sexuality Study is now 
completed and posted on the ELCIC website. 
All congregations will be receiving a hard copy. 
You are encouraged to study it and respond. 

CHURCH COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
** Please note change ** 
There will be only one church council workshop 
next spring!  "To the Ends of the Earth" will be 
held February 27, 2010 at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Red Deer.  Bishop Ron 
Mayan will be our guest and keynote speaker 
on the theme of evangelism.  Several well-
qualified leaders will be presenting helpful 
resources through their workshops. Register 
your council (and other congregational leaders) 
early!

CONVENTION 2010 
The biennial convention of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories is fast approaching 
(June 3-6, 2010). These events are extremely 
important to the health and well-being of the 
Church and provide a wonderful opportunity for 
people from our large synod to come together 
to worship, dialogue with each other about 
issues that are important to us and to take care 
of the business of the church. It also provides 
opportunities for people to serve each other in 
many and various ways.

A letter regarding Convention delegates and 
fees will be forwarded to congregations later in 
December.

In preparation for this event, the local planning 
committee has identified the following 
opportunities for service during the convention. 
If any are willing and able to be of assistance, 
please feel free to contact the person 
responsible that is listed beside. 

Registration – Marilyn Murray 780-672-9779; 
andej@telus.net
Information Desk Attendants – Marilyn Murray 
Ballot Counters – Kristian Wold  780-672-3659; 
kwold@cable-lynx.net
Stewards – Kristian Wold 
Office Assistance – Sharon Villetard 780-439-
2636; svilletard@elcic.ca

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Marilyn Murray 
Registrar



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE…

Celebration:
 Rev John Anderson (retired, Camrose) and 

Marilyn Murray (Synod Council) are the proud 
new grandparents of grandson, Trygve Peter 
Warner, born November 26. 
 Rev Dennis and Corrine Aicken (Emmanuel, 

Calgary) have a new grandson, Theo Chester 
Christiansen, born November 20. 
 Rev John and Maggie Theiss (Trinity, 

Brooks) are thrilled to welcome granddaughter, 
Grace Morgan Theiss, born October 15. 
 Rev Erik Parker’s (St John’s, Golden Spike) 

sister, Ingrid Parker was released from hospital 
after a bout of “community acquired 
pneumonia”. The fear that it was H1N1 proved 
to be unfounded. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Rev Jim Chell (retired, Hinton) was 

transferred to the Royal Alex hospital in 
Edmonton for surgery on his gall bladder. 
 Rev Lucretia van Ommeren-Tabbert’s 

(Immanuel, Rosenthal) father-in-law and a 
grandchild were injured in a serious car 
accident.
 Rev Dog Moffat’s (ELCA) wife, Barbara, had 

major surgery on November 5. 
 Rev Greg Anderson (Trinity, Grande Prairie) 

has had debilitating back soreness for about a 
month.
 Barb Stolee (NCC) who works for Calgary 

Health requests prayer not only for those who 
are ill, but also for healthcare workers who are 
dealing with the many aspects of H1N1. 
 Rev Richard Reimer (Chaplain, U of A, 

Edmonton) has a malignant mass on his lung. 
 Rev Gayla June Richards (Ryley/Holden 

parish) is recovering from surgery on her left 
shoulder November 7. 

 Gay, wife of Rev Paul Eriksson (retired, 
Edmonton) is recovering from a small stroke. 
 Doug Lyseng, father of Rev Matt Lyseng 

(Augustana, Edmonton) suffered a minor heart 
attack.
 Carl Ninow, husband of Rev Cindy Ninow, is 

recovering from health issues involving his 
heart and lungs. 
 Michelle, daughter of Rev Jim Krause 

(retired – Milk River), has Bell’s palsy and is 
undergoing treatment. 
 Rev Ed Bowen (retired, Calgary) had 

surgery to remove a malignant tumor. 
 David, younger brother of Rev Rachel Dart 

(LIME Chaplain, interim at Alberta 
Beach/Calahoo), awaits radiation treatment for 
prostate cancer. 
 Sister Frieda Kiel (retired, Edmonton) fell 

and broke her hip and has received a cancer 
diagnosis.
 Norma Alksne, wife of Rev Arnold Alksne (St 

John’s, Calgary), has been diagnosed with 
myeloma – a cancer of the blood plasma. 

Deaths:
 Rev Asgeir Ingibergsson (retired, Edmonton) 

– November 18. 
 Lorena Tabbert, mother of Martin Tabbert, 

husband of Rev Lucrecia van Ommeren-
Tabbert.
 Franklin, son of Rev Don and Inez Bolstad 

(retired, Wetaskiwin). 
 Don Skretting, brother of Marilyn Murray 

(Synod Council and wife of Rev John 
Anderson, retired, Camrose) 

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
service will be held on Sunday, January 17, 
2010, at 7:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church 
located on 105 Street and 100 Avenue, 
Edmonton.



SYNOD EDITOR 
As of September 1, 2009, Colleen McGinnis is 
the new insert editor for the Synod of Alberta and 
the Territories. Colleen is an artist by profession 
and, with her husband, runs an art gallery and 
picture framing shop in Wetaskiwin. She is a 
member of St John’s Lutheran Church and 
enjoys art, writing, music, photography, and 
growing sunflowers for the hungry goldfinches. 

Thank you to Lisa Rude who, as the previous 
editor, shared stories of ministry and mission 
throughout the Synod. We wish her God speed 
as she resumes her teaching career. 

MEN’S RETREAT 
(Feb 5-7) at Kuriakos Lutheran Camp (Sylvan 
Lake) 
Theme: “Bringing Your Soul to Work (or 
Retirement)”    
Presenters:  Rev. Darryl Roste and Rev. Dr. Rolf 
Nosterud 

Many today find their work to be a burden. 
Statistics reporting on workplace stress, burn-out, 
and stress-leaves are going through the roof. No 
workplace or person is exempt. Whether one 
works for a big corporation, a small business, or 
in government and even church offices, the 
stress levels have drastically increased. What’s 
contributing to stress in the workplace, even in 
retirement?  Is it our human nature, our 
expectations that have changed? Or the 
workplace? 

If these issues disturb you, come and participate 
in our weekend discussion of issues like “Who 
Stole Meaning and Joy from Work?” Or “Why Do 
So Many Have a Troubled Spirit in Retirement?” 
and finally “How Do We Recover a Sense of 
Vocation in Gifted Service? (in Work or 
Retirement)” 

The presentations, discussions, worship 
interludes, and lots of time for relaxation are 
bound to bring light to the issues and to restore 
your soul in solitude and service.   
 Register by phone at (403) 748-3927, or on line 
at www.kuriakos.ab.ca

COMPANION OF THE WORSHIP ARTS 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Program Committee for Worship, on 
behalf of the National Bishop, calls for 
nominations to the Companion of the Worship 
Arts. This is an honour conferred in recognition 
of significant contribution to the worship life of 
the ELCIC at a local, synodical, and national 
level. The honour recognizes the ongoing 
inspiration and encouragement to others, 
together with service to God through worship, 
spirituality, and the arts.

Please include with your nomination:
1. Reasons for the nomination, i.e. 

biographical material, a listing of the 
person's specific contributions to the 
worship life of the ELCIC (include examples 
nationally, synodically, and locally),  

2. An indication, with examples, of the ways 
the person continues to inspire and 
encourage others in the worship life of the 
church,

3. A minimum of three letters of support for 
the nomination from others familiar with the 
individual's contributions.  

4. Please note, current members of the 
Program Committee for Worship are not 
eligible to receive the reward. 

The honour will be conferred at the joint 
ELCIC/ACC Worship Conference in 
Vancouver, July 4-7, 2010 
(www.nationalworshipconference.org). Send 
nomination materials to Lorraine Rheinhardt, 
6070 Buchanan St., Burnaby, BC V5B 2S2 or 
lorrainereinhardt@shaw.ca.


