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AN APPEAL FROM SLAVE LAKE 

St. Peter’s Ecumenical Church services Anglican, Lutheran, 
United, and other church denomination members in Slave 
Lake and area. We are currently building a new facility that, in 
addition to providing a place of worship, provides a venue that 
is not otherwise available in Slave Lake for community 
events.  

Since the devastating fire that hit our community on May 15th,
2011 our board has met several times to determine the 
immediate needs of the entire community at this time.  Our 
goal must be to promote programming that enhances the social 
and personal health of all individuals in the community.  We 
recognize that re-building the community is just as important 
as building infrastructure. 

The completion of our new facility must be accelerated in 
order to provide space for community groups, churches, and 
others that have lost meeting space due to the fire  

To complicate matters, the fire has forced several of our 
congregation members out of town, and many contributors 
now may have difficulty maintaining their pledges as they 
struggle to recover from the disaster. 

At this time we are asking for your help in the form of cash 
donations.  Without your assistance, we will be unable to 
complete our building, and we will find it impossible to 
provide the programs that will contribute to the healing that is 
so desperately needed.  Our new venue will enable our church 
to: 

nurture spiritual wellness and address emotional healing, 
host youth activities, 
provide for resiliency training, 
continue  recovery programs, 
host benefit concerts and activities, 
and, nurture our ongoing partnership with the Regional 
Arts Council for cultural programs and fine arts 
presentations. 

We ask for your careful consideration of this request and 
anxiously await your reply.  Should you require further 
information please contact the undersigned. 

Ellen Criss 

Chair of the Board 
St. Peter’s Ecumenical Church 
ecriss@telus.net 780-849-3371, 780-805-4346 

** NOTE ** See a personal story from Slave Lake by Dale 
Nowochin in Celebrations. Click the link at the bottom of 
the home page at www.albertasynod.ca.



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE… 

Celebration:
 Toby Alan Emmanuel Schnell, was born to 

Rev Aaron Schnell (First, Calgary) and his wife 
Juanita on August 21. 
 Dianna Mastin, daughter of Rev Howard 

Mastin (Trinity, Calgary), was united in holy 
matrimony to Kent Henker on August 13. 
 Having received and accepted a valid call to 

Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton, Barbara 
Groote will be ordained at Augustana Lutheran, 
Saskatoon on September 18. 
 Rev Tim Wray (St Peter’s, Millet) and his 

wife Joanne are pleased to announce the 
arrival of their second child, Miriam Martha 
Wray.
 Rev Richard Reimer shared the unexpected 

news that the tumours in his body have been 
so diminished that, with one exception, they 
cannot be measured. He is not cancer free, 
however, so he continues with chemotherapy. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Sr Frieda Kiel (retired, Edmonton) is dealing 

with recurring breast cancer. 
 Gladys Rude, wife of Rev Milton Rude 

(retired, Camrose) suffered a moderate heart 
attack on June 27. 
 Rev Arno Bablitz had surgery for a 

suspicious spot on his lung. It was found to be 
cancer which had spread to two lymph nodes. 
He underwent chemotherapy in rotations until 
the end of June. 
 Lay Minister Alvin Sorenson (Golden Valley 

– Viking) underwent major abdominal surgery 
on April 12. 
 Rev Don Rasmussen (retired – Red Deer) 

has returned home to Red Deer, but has 
congestive heart failure. 
 Rev Allen Severson’s (retired – Camrose) 

wife, Mary, suffered stroke-like symptoms. She 
is home and doing much of her regular work. 
Her speech has not been affected and they are 
grateful for the prayer support. 

 Rev John Anderson (retired – Camrose) is 
undergoing cancer treatment. 
 Leona, wife of Rev Harold Brose (retired – 

Stony Plain), had a compression fracture of the 
spine and has lingering after effects from the 
medication. 
 Rev Don Bolstad (retired – Wetaskiwin) has 

been diagnosed with polymyalgia rheumatic, a 
type of arthritis which affects the muscles not 
the bones or joints. 

Other concerns: 
 St Peter’s Ecumenical (Faith – Slave Lake) 

recovering from fire damage. 

Death:
 Diaconal Minister Bev Swanson’s (Messiah, 

Camrose) mother died. A service was held 
August 13. 
 Rev Fred Zinck shared that his daughter 

Jennifer succumbed to hypothermia on a climb 
up Mount Shasta, California on June 28. 
 Wayne Corbin of Edmonton, long-time 

chairperson of LIME (Lutheran Institutional 
Ministry Edmonton) passed away peacefully. 
His funeral took place August 20. 

** ABT VIDEO LIBRARY **
We are in the process of updating our video 
library. We are seeking permission from 
copyright holders and copying from VHS to 
DVD. We will then need to make a new list of 
what we have in our video library. If you have 
any of our videos, please return them as soon 
as possible so that our new list may be 
complete.

Back to Church Seminar 
Keep your calendars open for this event 
facilitated by Michael Harvey from the Church 
of England on Thursday, October 20 in 
Edmonton. The event is hosted by the Synod 
of Alberta and the Territories and the Anglican 
Diocese of Edmonton. More information will be 
posted on the synod website when it is 
available. 



Stewardship Coordinator Retires
After serving the Synod faithfully for twelve 
years as the Stewardship Coordinator, Lorraine 
Kalis has retired.  Lorraine believes and taught  
a biblical understanding of stewardship, 
reminding us that all we have and all we are, 
are gifts of God, to which we gratefully respond 
with generosity.  "Helping members understand 
this concept, would benefit congregations in 
the long run and in so many ways", says 
Lorraine. The stewardship resources that she 
developed have been appreciated across 
Canada, with requests coming from as far as 
South Africa.  This material includes 
powerpoint presentations, confirmation-aged 
presentations, bulletin inserts, sermon 
suggestions, workshops, information posted on 
our website (www.albertasynod.ca) and 
comprehensive and well-organized binders of 
stewardship materials.  We will miss her and 
appreciate the fact that she says she'll still 
respond to the occasional request.  Thanks to 
God for Lorraine's gifts to this Church! 

Guidelines of Compassionate Justice 
Initiatives eligible for Antipoverty, 
Leadership Development and Advocacy 
Grants
Grants are available to congregations who are 
engaging in projects that: 
1. Lead to an awareness of the issues of 

hunger and poverty as well as the solutions 
through education, leadership development 
and advocacy. 

2. Focus on domestic hunger and poverty 
issues with priority given to: 
a. Food security (i.e. production, distribution, 

acquisition, nutrition, land use...) 
b. Employment (i.e. job training, counselling, 

placement, child care...) 
c. Development (i.e. preventative and 

primary health care, sanitation, water 
supply, land use, literacy, housing, 
social structures, environmental 
issues...) 

3. Are planned with, and build on, the social, 
cultural and spiritual resources of people 
who have access to limited material 
resources.

4. Promote self-reliance. 
5. Involve other ecumenical and/or social 

service partners, whenever possible. 
Project report and fund accounting must be 
forwarded at the end of the project. 
Applications will be considered twice a year – 
March 1 and October 1.
The application form is included in this mailing. 
For the reporting form, contact: 

Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
10014 81 Avenue NW 
Edmonton AB T6E 1W8 
780-439-2636
1-866-430-2636
Fax: 780-433-6623 
svilletard@elcic.ca

Government of Canada supports 
accessibility for all Canadians  
Mannville, AB (August 4, 2011)—Organizations 
can now apply for funding for projects that will 
create or enhance accessibility for people with 
disabilities through the Government of Canada’s 
Enabling Accessibility Fund.   

Leon Benoit, Member of Parliament for Vegreville - 
Wainwright, today invited organizations to submit 
proposals for small projects. Improvements may 
include renovations, construction and retrofitting of 
buildings, modification of vehicles for community 
use or enhancements to make information and 
communication technologies more accessible.   

“We recognize the abilities of all Canadians and 
celebrate the progress we have made towards the 
full inclusion of people with disabilities,” said Mr. 
Benoit. “Through the Enabling Accessibility Fund, 
the Government of Canada is improving access to 
facilities, activities and services and enabling all 
Canadians to participate fully in society.” 

The call for proposals was launched by the 
Honourable Diane Finley, Minister of Human 
Resources and Skills Development, on July 22, 
2011. Organizations can submit proposals until 
September 23, 2011, through the Fund’s Small 
Project Component. Organizations can receive up 
to $50,000 per project. 

To find out how to apply for funding or for more 
information about the Fund, visit 
www.hrsdc.gc.ca/disability
or call 1-866-268-2502.  


