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INSTALLATION OF 
NEW ASSISTANT TO THE BISHOP 
You are cordially invited to participate in the 
installation of The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer 
as Assistant to the Bishop of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada, Saturday, 
September 25, 3:00pm, at Ascension Lutheran 
Church, 8405-83 St., Edmonton (ample parking 
is available west of the church - across 83 
Street at the Bonnie Doon Mall).  Rostered 
leaders are invited to robe (green) and 
process.  All are invited to participate in a mass 
choir to sing one anthem during worship.  The 
rehearsal begins at 1:44pm at Ascension.
Music provided.  An offering will be received in 
support of the CELCO school in Sogamoso, 
Colombia.  Refreshments to follow.  For more 
information please contact the Synod office. 
Contact information is shown above. 

OPPORTUNITY IN 
JASPER
Jasper Lutheran Church 
(Jasper, AB) is seeking a 
retired pastor to serve 
them from mid-
September to mid-June.

The three months of summer are time off, as 
the Jasper summer pulpit program continues.
The retired pastor would have use of the 
parsonage rent-free, with utilities paid.  There 
is no other compensation.  The benefits are 
living in the resort town of Jasper through the 
fall, winter and spring.  If you are interested in 
pursuing this as a possibility, please contact 
the Synod Office.  This position begins in mid-
September of 2010.

DELEGATES TO NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 
By November 30, 2010, the names of the 
rostered delegates (clergy or diaconal) to the 
2011 National Convention have to be 
determined and communicated to the National 
Office.



STEWARDSHIP NOTES – Lorraine Kalis
$ A bulletin insert “From the Hand of God” is 

included in this mailing for distribution in 
your congregation. 

$ All congregations will have received the
“Giving – More than Enough” package 
sent out by the national church in June.  It 
includes several good articles on sharing 
abundantly, nurturing children, tithing, 
“Generation Next”, tips for the stewardship 
chair and other ideas.  This is a good 
resource package for your stewardship 
committee. Also share the articles with your 
congregation.

$ Share the following writing, ‘God Wants 
Your Car Keys’ with your congregation. It 
could also be told as a skit with some minor 
editing.  A narrator and two others could 
easily present this stewardship story about 
the rich young man from the book of Mark. 

God Wants Your Car Keys
by Ed Kruse 
Mark 10:17-31 

A rich young man ran up to Jesus and wanted 
to put in an application to be a follower of 
Christ. He asked, "What do I need to do to 
have eternal life?" Jesus answered, "You 
know." The rich young man recited the 
commandments, plus, "Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul and with your 
entire mind," and "Love your neighbor as 
yourself." Jesus says, "Good answer. Standing 
ovation. Do that." 

The rich young man retorts, "I think I have 
done that ever since I was a kid. I give 10 
percent of my gross income. I worship 
regularly. I study the Bible and pray often." 
Jesus doesn't put him down but says, "Good 
job!" Then, with a smile, Jesus adds, "Just one 
more thing. Go sell everything you have, and 
give the money away."  

That was more than the rich young man could 
take because, the Bible says, he had "many 
possessions" or "much goods." That is a way 
of saying he had a good income, a nice house, 
stock portfolio, retirement plan, maybe even a 
pension. What happened? The rich young man 
went away! He felt that was asking too much. 
As far as we know, he never came back to 
Jesus the rest of his life. His "stuff" got in the 
way.

Now, if I had experienced what that rich young 
man did, I might have responded something 
like this: "Jesus, I heard what you said to that 
rich young man about selling what I have and 
giving it to the poor." As I pull out my 
checkbook and ballpoint pen, I ask Jesus, "To 
whom should I make out the check?"  

Jesus says, "Ed, that won't be necessary. Just 
give me your checkbook."
"You want my whole checkbook?"  

With a deep love in his eyes, Jesus responds, 
"I care about how you use all your money, not 
just the 10 percent, more or less, that you put 
in the offering plate." Then Jesus asks, "Do you 
have anything else in your pocket?" 

"I've got some cash," I nervously fish around. 
Jesus holds out His hand.

I lay the cash on him, and Jesus asks, "What's 
that plastic?" 

I say, "That's a credit card."

Jesus asks in mock surprise, "You've got a 
credit card?"

I explain, "That's what I depend on when 
someone just got my cash and checkbook."  

Jesus looks again and asks, "What's that card 
with your picture on it?"

"That's my driver's license." 

Jesus asks in mock surprise again, "You've got 
a driver's license?"



I say, "Yes, it's required if I am going to drive 
my car."  

Jesus asks with more enthusiasm, "You have a 
car?"

I get my keys from my pocket and begin to take 
one off. "I guess I won't need this anymore." 

Jesus asks, "What's that other key?"  

Now I know I'm in trouble. I say, "That's my 
house key."

Jesus asks enthusiastically, "You've got a 
house?"  

I say, "Wait until my wife finds out about this!"

You can guess what Jesus asks. That's right. 
"You've got a wife?" 

I say to Jesus, “You win. I'm yours, with all my 
heart. What else do you want?” Then an 
amazing thing happens.

Jesus says, "That's all I wanted all along: your 
heart. So take your house key back. Just let 
me live there with you. Treat your wife like she 
belongs to me instead of to you. Here is your 
car key. Just drive with me in the passenger 
seat ... and please slow down. Here is your 
money and credit card. I have a whole lot more 
of all this to give you. I want to bless you even 
more. All I want is for you to use it all to my 
Father's glory and to build up my body, the 
church."

I finally start to get it. Everything I have is 
God's. It's all on loan to give glory to God and 
to build up the body of Christ. And I realize one 
other thing: Even if I gave all my stuff to God, it 
wouldn't be nearly as much as Jesus gave me 
when he laid down his life for my sins and gave 
me new life in all its fullness and even 
everlasting life. What else can I do but live in 
gratitude for all God gives me and grow all my 
life in giving generously as God has given to 
me?

- Adapted from Jeff Black by Ed Kruse,  November 2005

WEBSITE FOR NEW 
LUTHERAN/ANGLICAN
HYMNS 

www.openspirit.ca/ is an online commons 
where Canadian Lutherans and Anglicans can 
post their original music, lyrics, and other 
worship resources for sharing. You can also go 
to this site for more information and to enter a 
national hymn-writing contest. The winner will 
earn a cash prize and web-recording of his or 
her piece. The contest closes October 1, 2010 

“HEALTHY RURAL COMMUNITIES”
CirCLe M and the Saskatoon Theological 
Union are hosting a graduate course for rural 
clergy in Camrose this fall. It offers a wonderful 
opportunity for a fresh look at their 
congregations and communities. 

Taught by Rev. Dr. Dittmar Mundel, Monday, 
November 22 – Friday, November 26, 2010, in 
Camrose AB, this course will examine the 
ecological, economic, political, social, and 
spiritual health of rural communities in an 
integrated and experiential way. To provide an 
experiential basis, the students in small teams 
will spend a part of their time preparing to do a 
rapid diagnostic of nearby rural communities, 
learning to detect what hinders or promotes the 
health of the community. Part of our time will 
be spent in reflecting upon what we have seen 
and experienced as well as in sociological and 
theological analysis. As tools for reflection, 
students will learn to use a variety of popular 
education techniques such as photovoice, 
casual conversations, role play, community 
mapping, and developing a ‘tree of life’ of the 
community. To deepen our reflection we will 
attempt to bring in a variety of local “experts” – 
area farmers, business people, university 
professors in areas such as ecology and 
politics. 



ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE… 

Celebration:
 Senior Seminarian Michael Mcintyre has 

received and accepted a call to serve as pastor 
of St Matthew Lutheran Church in Spruce 
Grove. His ordination was August 15. 
 Senior Seminarian Kathleen Calkins has 

received and accepted a call to serve as pastor 
of Peace Lutheran Church in Innisfail. Her 
ordination will be September 26 in Grande 
Prairie.
 Rev Jim and Angie Appleby (Armena 

Parish) welcomed their son Jonah Gordon on 
June 4. Later in the month Jonah was in 
hospital with a bladder and kidney infection. 
After a few days he was home and on the 
mend.

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 The Rev Dr George Evenson (retired – 

Camrose) has been in poor health and 
suffering from weakness. 
 Rev Stanley Rude (retired – Camrose) was 

hospitalized in Daysland. 
 Barbara, wife of Rev Ron Weatherington 

(retired – Calgary), suffered another heart 
attack.
 Rob Gormley, husband of Rev Benedicte 

Gormley (interim – New Sarepta), is having 
serious problems with pain in his back and 
legs.
 Rev Cindy Ninow (Interim – Church of the 

Master, Airdrie) has been diagnosed with 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and is showing 
signs of fibromyalgia. Her husband is 
continuing to recover from a heart incident 
some months ago. 
 Rev Don Bolstad (retired – Wetaskiwin) has 

been diagnosed with polymyalgia rheumatic, a 
type of arthritis which affects the muscles not 
the bones or joints. 
 The Rev Dr Arnold Hagen (Camrose – 

retired), had knee replacement surgery on 
June 8. 

 JoAnn, wife of Rev Alvin Oberhammer 
(interim – Lac La Biche) had spinal surgery 
May 25. 
 Rev Ted Arndt (retired – Sherwood Park), 

has been hospitalized in St Albert. 
 Rev Allen Severson (retired – Camrose) was 

hospitalized with heart problems. 
 Rev Richard Reimer (Chaplain, U of A, 

Edmonton) has untreatable cancer on his lung 
and in his lymph nodes. 
 Eleanor Harder, mother of Dr Cam Harder 

(prof at LTS) and Rev Bill Harder (Augustana 
Campus – Camrose) is recovering from 
surgery.
 Rev Lucretia van Ommeren-Tabbert’s 

(Immanuel, Rosenthal) father-in-law and a 
grandchild were injured in a serious car 
accident.
 Gay, wife of Rev Paul Eriksson (retired, 

Edmonton) is recovering from a small stroke. 
 Michelle, daughter of Rev Jim Krause 

(retired – Milk River), is undergoing treatment 
for Bell’s Palsy. 
 Norma Alksne, wife of Rev Arnold Alksne (St 

John’s, Calgary), has been diagnosed with 
myeloma – a cancer of the blood plasma. 

Death:
 Anna, mother of Rev Darryl Roste (interim – 

Ascension, Edmonton), died on August 17 after 
a long battle with cancer. 
 Pastor Art Dahlen (retired – Calgary) died 

August 7 of cancer. 
 Rev Vernon Swenson (retired – Kansas) 

died July 23. 
 Knud Hansen, Rev Benedicte Gormley’s 

(interim, New Sarepta) father died July 22 from 
mesothelioma, a cancer in the lining of the 
lung. 
 The father of Rev Doug Heine (Grace – 

Hinton) died in Colorado. 
 Gordon Hafso, choir director and composer 

of the Concordia Hymn, died July 3 
 Sharon Thesberg, Synod Communications 

Committee, died of cancer of the gallbladder 
and liver. 



KAIROS Prairies North Fall Regional 
Meeting
Save this date on your calendar, and let those 
in your congregation who would be interested 
know about this: 
October 15 - 17 Providence Renewal Center, 
Edmonton
KAIROS invites you to attend its annual 
regional meetings. Whatever your background, 
join the KAIROS network for a weekend of 
discussion, community, and learning. We’ll look 
back at the past year and plan for a new year 
of grassroots action for social and ecological 
justice.

On Friday evening, the keynote address 
(theological / spiritual reflection) will be given 
by Bishop Mark MacDonald (National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop). On Saturday the 
opening address will be given by Susana 
Derenger, a member of the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation and co-founder of 
Indigenous Women Without Borders. 
Workshops options will be offered on topics 
including the Lubicon, Water for Profit in 
Alberta, a follow up on the church leaders tour 
to the AB Oilsands, and time with the keynote 
speakers. National staff will be on hand to 
introduce the upcoming campaigns and 
provide the newest resources and campaign 
materials for the coming year. The coming 
year’s campaign focus will be “The Land, Our 
Life: Indigenous Rights and Our Common 
Future.”  Saturday evening will include some 
entertainment, and Sunday is the Kairos 
Regional AGM.

Please consider coming to all or part of this 
event - you may come for any or all of the 
days. Prices will be low, accommodation is 
provided, and there will be some assistance 
with mileage.

Watch for more information to come out by 
email, or contact Joyce Zutter, Social Ministry 
Coordinator at jzutter@telus.net

CLWR Resources 
CLWR Sunday Resources now available 
Resources to help congregations plan a Sunday 
worship celebration of the work of CLWR are now 
available for download from the CLWR website. 
Resources include worship planning suggestions. 
Included are hymn suggestions, reflections on 
biblical texts, prayer petitions, a story about a 
CLWR project in Bolivia, and suggestions for 
activities within your congregation. Bulletin inserts 
are also available in three languages: English, 
Finnish and Chinese. The ELCIC has designated 
September 26 as CLWR Sunday. Congregations 
not able to celebrate then are encouraged to 
choose an alternate date. 

To access CLWR Sunday resources, visit 
www.clwr.org/Resources/clwrsunday.cfm
http://www.clwr.org/Resources/clwrsunday.cfm

SYNOD E-LISTS 
It's important to us at the Synod Office that we 
reach the people who want to hear from us.
It's also important that we not add to the in-
boxes of those who would rather not be on 
some, or all, of our distribution lists.  Whichever 
category you fall into, we'd like to have your 
preferences confirmed. The available lists are: 
• abtsynodforum@albertasynod.ca - designed 

to allow for the sharing of personal opinions 
and to stimulate discussion of topics of 
interest to members and colleagues within 
this Church. 

• abtsynodnews@albertasynod.ca - for the 
sharing of particular factual items of note to 
those within the church; for example, 
subscribers will use it to solicit prayer, to 
announce a congregational anniversary, to 
invite readers to a particular event. 

• Bishop’s List is used by the Bishop to send 
announcements that he wishes to share with 
the constituency. 

• pif@albertasynod.ca is a network of those 
interested in receiving notes regarding family 
ministry or partners in faith (pif).

• lpa@albertasynod.ca is designed to share 
information with the lay pastoral ministry 
students who are enrolled in the lay pastoral 
ministry program. 

We promise to update your status promptly.
Contact information is on the front page of 
Notes and News. 
Thanks!



NEW RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT THE 
SYNOD OFFICE 
We have new videos that you can borrow from 
the synod office: 

It’s a Girl’s World How Girls Use Their 
Power to Hurt Each Other – A 
documentary about social bullying. Lynn 
Glazier examines the tumultuous nature of 
female relationships from girlhood to 
adulthood; from the playground to the office. 
– CBC Audio 
Can’t, Not Won’t: A Christian Response 
to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
(FASD). Two families share their stories in 
the hope that they will help congregations in 
their efforts to understand and include 
families living with FASD. – Menonite 
Central Committee 
Living with Dying. This video shows what it 
takes to care for a terminally ill family 
member at home. – National Film Board 
Canada
The Fence. Filmmaker Alexandre Trudeau 
spent a season working and living with 
families in Israel and in the West Bank. This 
documentary is the intimate tale of families 
on opposing sides of the security barrier in 
the Jenin-Afula area. – National Film Board 
Sacred Land, Scarred Land. Sacred Land, 
Scarred Land visits four communities around 
the world to hear first-hand the stories of 
their struggles to maintain their land rights, 
livelihoods, and cultural identities in the face 
of corporate intrusion. – Canadian 
Ecumenical Jubilee Initiative. 
“I Never Thought I’d Be Homeless” 
Women and Their Families Facing 
Homelessness. Three women share their 
stories and experiences about being without 
a home. – City of Edmonton Community 
Services.
The Gamble with our Wastes 
CRAPSHOOT. Filmed in Italy, India, 
Sweden, the United States and Canada, this 
documentary questions whether the sewer is 
actually compounding our waste problems.
– National Film Board of Canada 


