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Note: Some items may be time dated

Convention - Turtle Awards
The Turtle Award recognizes exceptional 
individuals or congregations who have inspired 
us all to move forward in ministry and outreach 
for the sake of the Gospel.  The Awards will be 
presented at the Synod Convention - May 24 - 
27, 2012 but you are able to nominate a 
congregation now.  Just go to 
www.turtleawards.ideascale.com and 
participate by nominating or voting!

Synod Convention 
If you have not yet registered 
for Synod Convention – now is 
the time! 

Companion Synod Guests 
May 22 to June 4 our synod will host three 
members of our companion synod, The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia: 
Bishop Eduardo Martinez, Yamile Varon, and 
Zulma Ojeda. See the poster and biographical 
information from the last mailing which includes 
dates of their presentations throughout our 
synod.

Praise Appeal Sunday 
May 20, 2012 has been designated as “Praise 
Appeal Sunday” in support of ELCIC 
benevolence. Resources are available at 
http://elcic.ca/praiseappeal/resources.cfm.
Praise Appeal offering envelopes are available 
both through the ELCIC website link and 
through the Synod office. Convention offering 
will be designated to the Praise Appeal. 

White Paper 
You will see many sheets of white paper in this 
mailing. They include the April and May e-
messages from the assistant to the bishop, 
Rev Dr Larry Kochendorfer, the last two 
bulletin inserts from the national office 
concerning restructuring, as well as the regular 
bulletin inserts that come in the mailing. Be 
sure to have a look. 



Consultant Related to Church Property and 
Dissolution of Congregations
Bishop Don Sjoberg has graciously and 
generously agreed to assist the synod office 
with respect to clarifying ownership of 
cemetery properties once belonging to 
churches that are now defunct.  In some cases, 
the process employed by congregations who 
were closing, did not always include 
transferring the title and naming trustees.  So 
there is work!  Closely related to that task, is 
the service of accompaniment and guidance to 
those congregations who are anticipating 
closure.  As Bishop Don is familiar with the 
congregations of this Synod and his history of 
wise leadership is recognized here, his 
contributions are appreciated and valued.  He 
may be contacted by calling the synod office.

Social Ministry Coordinator - North, 
Resigns
It is with regret, that we receive the resignation 
of The Rev. Renita Falkenstern as Social 
Ministry Coordinator for the northern portion of 
the Synod.  Pastor Renita has accepted a new 
call to LutherCare Communities in Saskatoon, 
SK., and since Saskatoon is the location of her 
home, we wish her well in her new call and in 
her re-location to Saskatoon.

Pastor Renita has been a very committed, 
dedicated and energetic champion of social 
justice.  In the position of social ministry 
coordinator, she has organized gatherings to 
help people understand the issues around 
topics such as poverty and homelessness, 
poor Canadian mining practices, fair trade 
advantages, water values, community 
organizing for advocacy and more.

"Well done, faithful servant" - go in peace and 
with our blessing.

ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE… 

Celebration:
 Finn Gordon Christiansen arrived safely on 

March 27. He is the second son for parents Mark 
and Avey Christiansen and fifth grandchild for 
Dennis (Emmanuel, Calgary) and Corrine Aicken. 

In need of prayer for health concerns: 
 Rev Allen Severson (retired – Camrose) is 

home after his hospitalization with heart and lung 
problems. He still seeks prayer for increased 
energy and strength. 
 Sherry-Lynn, wife of Rev David Glawe 

(disabled – Brooks) had surgery April 17 to treat 
a small brain aneurysm. She is home and 
continues to be weak which has allowed the 
pains and migraines from a previous car accident 
to affect her even more. 
 Rev Arnold Hagen (retired – Camrose) has 

been diagnosed with squamous cell parotid 
cancer. 
 Maggie, wife of Rev John Theiss (Trinity, 

Brooks), had nerve decompression surgery on 
her spine on February 1. To date it looks 
successful as there is marked relief from pain in 
her left arm and on the left side of her neck, 
back, and chest. 
 Rev Bent Damkar (retired, Stony Plain) 

slipped on the ice January 27. He required 
surgery to replace his shoulder. 
 Norma, wife of Rev Arnie Alksne (St. John, 

Calgary), has been going through another bout of 
the results of her cancer and has fractured her 
right shoulder blade. Her medication brings on 
additional side effects. 

Death: 
 Herb Andersen, father of Rev Ryan Andersen 

(Advent – Calgary) died March 26. 
 Rev Arno Bablitz (retired, Edmonton) died 

April 15. 


