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Liturgy ... telling the story again!

By: Or. Joy Barg, Asslstant prokssor In church muslc and choral muslc, CGoncordia Unlversity College of Albsria, Edmaonton

Wly family has many family stores that we love to ell over and over again — about 2 king ‘way back in tme in
Worway (T €70 from whom we are descended, abour a grear uacle who was shot and killed, zbour a
erapdfather who met my srandmother while be conducted the chmrch choir and
she accompanied! This is all pam of my history, and kas shaped who I am.

And that's ODhogy, too, T belisve. We are shaped by this
hictory that we have inherited and in which we live as
Lutherans. We fell stomes — incredible stores of God's work
znd God’s peopls, svd we love to tell them over and
over. Wa tall the story of our life with God in
our imrzy and in onr streciire — we use words
from scopture, we repeat our statements of farth,
znd we sink thess words and these patierns nfo
onr very teing. We become pam of the storv

The form of the liturzy — the “ordo® —haz had a
long wadioon. We do oot have an meredible
amonaas of early sources on limrey or on Chrisdan
conummnal worship, but we do have a few very
sigmificant ones: probably not surprsms. the
early Chnstian chmrch maintamed a linogy thar was
from the Tewish symazozue praciices (referenced
throngh scriprare and other early writings); the earliest mannscript which spesks owards Christian worship is
the [hrdache, probably written in the 1st century,; the oldest surviving linwgy s the Liwrgy of Samr James,
probzbly composed around AT &0 (cloze to the fime that Paul wrote Fomans; the text to “Leat Al Mortal Flesh”
also comes from this Dinggy gf 52 Jomrez!). znd one of the earliest specific writers on Christan worship is
Tustin Marive (from the Ind cenmry). With his Frrzt dpology, he ralks about 2 umified mormns service of word
and meal,

Cmur Lutheraw roats for the Eucharistc [thgtes come fom Duther's backzround in the Catholic Mass which had

daveloped throngh the cenmries afier Constantine legalized Christiznicy in the 4th €. When Luther was asked
o detatl 2 cobhesive ordar of worship for thes disparste new charch mn the 16th C. he developed the Formula b



miszae (1523) and the Deutrche Mazse (1526). The
Formmla Missae very mmach mimics the Latm Foman
Catholic mass, and, in fact, was sill sung in Latin;
the Deutsche Messe was an order of worship n
Grerman (confmining seme changes fTom the previous
Formmla Miissae), prepared mastly for the unedwcated
lzity and for worship whers no trained choirs weare
awailable.

Henry Mublenberz srmved from Germany to Phila-
delphia in 1742, and crganized the beginnings of the
Lutheran charch in Morth America. In 1748 he
halped to prepare a uniform ltorgy, distinctly Ameri-
can for this new charch at the same thne as the first
Luthersn synod was officially crganized. A cenmry
later, the American Lutheran churches were agam
pulled together by limrgy, nsing the newly published
1888 Common Service, which drew on the 16th C.
Lutheran limrgies, and helped to bring uni formity and
roots back fo the American Lutheran chnarches.
Hinety years Later, the LBW ([Lutheran Book of For-
ship, published in 1978) brought the baptizmal
seTvice info the core bympal, nsed 3 more Confempo-
rary style of English other than the Tudor style of the
SBH (Semice Book and Hymmnal, published in 1938),
and more fally imvolving the lay i leadership roles,
a5 well 35 providing several mnsical setfings for com-
mimmion.  Awnd now, thirty vears later, we have the
newly published Evanealical Lutheran Worzhip, with
miore varety of bymos as well as even more varisty n
the Enchanstic service mnsic, again for the point of
flexibility within congrezations.

The liturzy for our present-day Eucharistic services
outlines four sections — the Gathering, the Word, the
heal and the Sending.

The Garthering includes the service order up to the
first seripmars reading, and it is 8 dme when we ‘come
together” 3s 3 conuoumity before God in worship.
There are hymmns, 3 Eyme (which are the praver bids
for the world and for us, with “have mercy’ responses,
probably included in the lturgical strochme simce
argund 400ATY), the Glora (words of the angels at
Jesus birth from Luke) or the “Worthy iz Chrst™
(which mrhades the “This is the Feast™ text, fornsing
on Ezster rather than Christmas with text from Isaizh
and Fevelation, snd added to the itnrzy with publica-
tiom of the LEW), and pravers.

The Word secticn mclndes the readmgs (thres. as
well as 2 Psaslm aod notice how they have been

chosen to ‘speak” somebow to each other”), the Alleluia
(which was included in this place within the limrgy
“wray back with the Litwrgy gf 5¢ James), the Senmon
and the Cresd (the Creeds are from the tomes of the
Church when they had to think through and fight for the
faith and theology of the Charch in the early cenimes).

The Meal part of the service begins with the offerfory
(which, along with bronging our other gifts, offen will
inchade bringing the bread and wine forward - & oadi-
ticn all the way back to Justin's Apolegy), the Great
Thanksgiving {recalling God's past works, proclaiming
God's actvity mn our present, and descmbing God's
foture for us — again, an outline that poes back to
Tustin's 4pology), the Sancms (which weaves togsther
text from T=ziah 6:3, Ps. 118:26, and Mark 11:9-10, and
was nsed in the Foman Bite from the 2th C. ooward),
the Lamb of God (the last text to be mcinded in the
Piomsan Rite introduced around 700AD in order to
cover the action of the breaking of the bread), and
thanksziving for the mesal (which, along with mswy
other choices in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, can
inchade the LBW's *“Thank the Lord,” or the canticle of
Simeon - the “Mume Dimimis™ - included in this place n
the encharst since the 1888 Common Sermvica).

The Serding part of the service is very brief, and sends
us back out inte the world, fed and nourished and ready
to live agzin as people chosen and loved and fed by
God!

As you can see, this “ordo” of worship has been chaped
through cenmuries, and copfinwes Sunday by Sunday to
retell and renew for us the story of owr God and bow we
live a5 God's people in cormmmumity; it infomus our daily
life thromghont the week a3 well as our hour togsther
with our church gathering: it hrings us together as a
commnity with one voice before the God of all
creston A

Begin with your fingers on

your forehead and move

down to the breast. Then

mowve your hand to your left

shoulder and then across to the right.
Crossing oneszelf i= a personal devotional
response that has meaning for many
Christians. ... from the files of Lawrance Likness




Wat'er we doing for our most precious natural resource?
Part twa: An Exploration of Greening the Church By Collesn MeGinnis, St John's Lutheran Church, Wetaskiwin

Water It is precions. Without It, life cannot exdst And
yeti, it is one of the things that many of us have takean,
and perhaps stll take for grantsd It is inconceiv-
airle to us that the day may come when we D
the tap and only a few drops will f21l into our
waiting cup . becanss we have already nsed
the daily amount allocated to onr houwsehold.

Scarv? Yes. Unrealistuc? Maybe But with
Worth Americans, on average, usng op to S0
gallons of water per person per day, and the rest
of the world nsing less than 3, perhaps we could
stand to be a litfle more aware of the water
that just runs down the drain. S0, what are
we doing? Where are the problem areas. and
borar can we help conserve our water supply?

Firstly, in our churches snd our homes we can be
conscious of what we put fr our water that mos down
the dram. This means uwsing phosphate free soaps
[cowvered in the previous amicle) aod avedding “ant-
bacterial” cleaners and soaps which afier entering the
water system, can react with sunlight o fiorm a towic
compound harmful to both noman and animal bife.

A well, we can be attentve to where water is baing
wasted It is swrprising how many of us ignore a dop-
ping fawcet or 3 leaking toilet A dripping fancet can
waste 33 gallons (152 litres) of water each day. I
knowy! Curions to see bow omch water was going
down the drain in the bathroom of our 100 year old
bome, I par a plastic ice cream pail under our leaky
faucet and was bhomified to see how often the tucket
filled! Feplacing the fancet not only saved water for
uze snother day, bt our next water bill was 515.00
less. Keepimg existing faucets and toilets m good
repair is one of the easiest wavs 1o COLSETVE WalEr

We can mstall new low-volume or doal flash toilsts, or
refrofit our existing foilefs. A Lethbnidze company,
Aquanoton, (www twoilush.com) bas a cost-=ffective
refmofit package A pew dual-flush toilet can use less
than a gallon (3 limes) of water to flush ligquid waste
and areund § litres o flush solid waste. Compared to
old toilsts that nse 19 or more lires of water for sach
fhash the saving is lmge. If only 10 peopls flush the
dual flosh toilets In your choarch om a Sumday morning
you save 3 mininmm of 150 Lires of water

Stapdard famcet aerators could be replaced with

inexpenszive lower flow aerators which reduoce
the amonnt of water used by adding mors air
bubbles to the flow. This adds up to a potznial
saving of up to T lires of water a minnte.
A more expensive option is to mstall touch free
famcets. which keep the water mmming only
when hands are in fromf of the sensor

Anpiher snzgestion is to collect the rainwater

that mans from the downspouts and wse it fo

water any mees, shrubs and flowerbeds that

grace the churchyard. If we landscape with

plants smited to the extremes in our Alberta
climate they won't require as mch cars and
attention or lignid refreshment. If watening the
lzwn is necessary, water deeply, no more than once
a week, and early in the morping o minimize evapo-
ration. Align the sprinkler beads comrectly so the
water goes where it should.

Sweep sidewalks instead of spraying them down

Inside again clean carpets with a dry system, rather
than stesm-cleaning. Post sizoms in washrooms and
kifchens that spcourage watsr conservaton, and set
out 3 suggestion box for parishoners to offer ideas for
conservation practices. We can leam from each other

Mdost of these ideas can be applied and added to at
home, by installing low-flow showetheads, or water-
efficient dishwashers / washing machines, and then
washing only full loads. Some people take shorter or
fewer showers. Some collect and re-use the clsan, or
almpst clesn water that would nomally mm down the
drain (rinss water for vegetables, dishes etc.)

By reducing the smount of water that goes down the
drain, it not only saves our water resource, as well as
a little money, but reduces sreenbouse gas emissions
generated by water treanment plants. Jur world needs
ns. If we taks proper care of it, our cop will “nummeth
over”. Tust make surs to rense the oveflow! A

We wish to welcome David Mueller
to the Committee for Worship and the Arts!
Dawid fives in Calgary wefh hir wife, Leah, and ther three dhildren.
ifier baving Been 2 pasor for 17 years 2t Beniley, LB amdl Rirdrie
ard then taking 3 ke of abueree oo stedy and teach Awsematives,
Baid ix onor again awnilable for ol




Alberta Synod - Processional Cross & Torch

Made of solid maple and purpleheart,
the processional cooss and s=t of two tarches ware
commizsipned by the Worship and Ams commii-
te2 amd created by Collzen McGinnis The cross
was dedicated ai the 2004 Syood Ceovention amd
the wrches in 2008 The final addidon will ke the
bazes for the forches so that they, oo, can be fee
standing.

Svmbolisin: The prapss and wheat carved into
the cross symbalize the body and blood of our
Lord. The three clusters of grapes represent the
Holy Trnity. There ars twelve zrapes o the
central claster, representing the twelve apostles,
acd ten grapes o each of the sida clusters which
siand for the ten commandmerts. There are
seven heads of wheat for the seven angels before
the thrope descmbed in the book of Bevalation.
The torch flame signifies God’s holy light

To Borrew: If you wish fo use thess ifems at
yaour special event, just call the Syood Office. A
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