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EDMONTON EVENTS: 

Returning to Spirit 
September 26  30, 2011  
 
RETURNING TO SPIRIT is a process of reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people. It originated from the experience of First Nations and Church 
seeking reconciliation in the NWT in the aftermath of the Indian Residential School 
legacy.  

RETURNING TO SPIRIT is a two-part program that engages Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. 
The first part is a 5 day intensive process which is done separately by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
people. This initial week prepares for the follow-up 5 day intensive Reconciliation workshop where 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people prepare for and engage in one-on-one conversations of dialogue 
and reconciliation.  

Full information, including how to register for the Edmonton area RETURNING TO SPIRIT events, can be 
found by visiting http://www.caedm.ca/social-justice or contacting Bob McKeon at sjustice@caedm.ca or 
780-469-1010 ext. 2291.  

To view a brief video on the history of Indian Residential Schools, prepared by Metis videographer 
Marjorie Beaucage, visit http://vimeo.com/28427650.  

Doing Our Peace! 
Defining the Canadian Department of Peace Initiative (CDPI) 

September 17, 2011, 7 9:30 pm at Providence Renewal Centre (3005 119 St.)  
 

As a prelude to the UN International Peace Day, the CDPI Edmonton Chapter 
presentation DDoing our Peace will showcase Edmonton Peace Makers and define 
a Department of Peace in the Canadian parliament. This is a family event. Come 
and learn how you can be a peace educator, peace builder, peace maker, and 
peace keeper. CDPI is a non-partisan organization with a combined support base 
of over one million Canadians. For more information please email CDPI@shaw.ca 
or visit www.cdpiedmonton.ca.  



Public Forum: Towards a Better Understanding of Home Care for Seniors 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 7-9 pm, 8421  101 Avenue, Edmonton (Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton 
Pastoral & Administrative Offices) 
 

Home care services continue to be a vital part of our healthcare system. We are aware of some of the 
changes that are taking place to improve these services but we could all gain from a better understand-
ing. Please join us for an information session to find out more about our current home care system, 
changes for the future and hear from someone who used the home care system as a caregiver. Organized 
by the Quality of Life Commission and co-sponsored by the Edmonton Social Planning Council and the  
Office for Social Justice, Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton. More details to follow.  

From Homeless to Homes  
Several months ago twenty three faith leaders, including Archbishop Smith, gathered together to sign a 
statement publicly committing to end homelessness in Edmonton and area. This public statement was to 

tive Director of the Edmonton Homeless Commission, announced in June that a contract was being 
awarded to Catholic Social Services (CSS), with support from OrgCode in Toronto, to develop the Wel-
come Home program for the Edmonton region. Through Welcome Home, volunteers in local parishes and 
congregations will be recruited to journey with and befriend formerly homeless men and women who are 
moving into apartments in different neighbourhoods throughout the capital region.  

The Congregational Housing Guide is an excellent resource containing suggestions about practical ways 
that members of local congregations can make a difference on issues of housing and homelessness. 
Download a copy of the Congregational Housing Action Guide by visiting http://www.caedm.ca/
archbishops-office/homelessness. 

Kairos Regional Gatherings 
September 23-25 at Queens's Retreat House in Saskatoon 
 

The KAIROS regional meetings are a great way to meet other people committed to  
dignity, rights and sustainability from a faith-based perspective, and a great place  
o check out KAIROS resources.    
 

Have you gone to a KAIROS meeting? Have you brought a friend? Have you thought about 
taking your youth group, Bible study group, church council or social ministry team?  
To register click here or email dickpet@sasktel.net.  



To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here 

Alberta Restorative Justice Association Conference 2011 
Re-Defining Justice: Communities in Action  
November 18  19, 2011, Grant MacEwan University, Edmonton  
 

The ARJA Conference is intended for restorative justice practitioners, youth workers and educators, family 
and community groups, faith-based groups, lawyers, police services, probation officers, Victim Service 
groups, and anyone interested in looking at justice and conflict from a different dimension. For more in-
formation click here. 

Northern ABT Synod: 
Rev. Renita Falkenstern 
Phone: 780-463-3125 
Email: renitaf@shaw.ca 
 
Southern ABT Synod 
Rev. Ryan Anderson 
Phone: 403-239-6966  
Email: PastorRyan 
@adventlutheran.ca  

Social Ministry Contacts 

Please contact Pastor RReenniittaa  FFaallkkeennsstteerrnn, (Northern ABT Synod Social 
Justice Coordinator) to explore options for your congregation.  

At our recent national convention we passed a motion 
to urge members, congregations and synod to reflect on their ethical 
investing practices. This 2011 documentary (1 hr) discusses the al-
leged human rights and environmental abuses of Canadian gold-
mining companies in Guatemala and Honduras. After viewing the film 
we can reflect on the theology and ethics of investing.  

better." But many hard-working Canadians have only seen things get 
worse. Corporate profits soared, but only the rich got richer. This vid-
eo and discussion can fit into a one hour adult education hour or as a 
stand-alone 2 hour evening or weekend session for adults or youth. 

IIss  AAllbbeerrttaa  RRuunnnniinngg  OOuutt  ooff  FFrreesshh  WWaatteerr??  This interactive workshop (1 
hr or 2 hr) will re-introduce you to the precious gift of water which sus-
tains all life on this planet. How much water do we use? Can anybody 
really own water? Should we ban bottled water? Are we facing a future 
of water scarcity? These are some of the questions we can explore. 

Social Ministry Resources for Congregations 

Greater Edmonton Alliance News  
Greater Edmonton Alliance is moving ahead. There was a successful two day training 
event in August. Forty five reps from a variety of churches, unions and organizations 

-day, developer-
funded visioning process as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the best agricultur-
al land in northeast Edmonton. Please mark OOcctt..  1133  in your calendar if you are inter-
ested in a workshop on local food. More details will be coming soon. If you wish to learn more about the 

RReenniittaa  FFaallkkeennsstteerrnn or click here.  

Famine in East Africa. Donate by Sept. 16! 
Eastern Africa is suffering from one of the worst droughts and famines in years. CLWR is helping. CLWR is 
working with the Foodgrains Bank to distribute food. To support this work visit www.clwr.org. Donations 
must be received by Sept. 16 to get a matching grant from the Government of Canada. 


