
Parable of the 
Dead Church

A person once called a pastor to say he wanted
 to join the church. But, he went on to explain

that he didn’t want to worship every week, study
the Bible, visit the sick, witness to non-Christians,
or serve as an usher, a leader, teacher or be
involved in any committee.

The pastor commended him for his desire to join,
but told him the church he sought was located in
another section of town. The man took the
directions and hung up.

When he arrived at the church, the man came face
to face with the logical result of his own apathetic
attitude. There stood an abandoned church
building, boarded up and ready for demolition.

God calls us to do the work he has
commissioned us to do. The church isn’t

perfect but it is still God’s chosen vessel for sharing 
the “good news.”  To do that we need to share all
our resources in response to God’s grace.

Want to more fully explore the meaning 
of “Stewardship?”

Call  your
Synod Office
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