
SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS NORTH 
(John 13:34) Nov. 2011 

Canadian Interfaith Call for Action on  
Climate Change 

National Bishop Susan Johnson was among the signers of a 
letter sent to the Government of Canada calling for leadership 
and action on climate change. Below  are two excerpts from  
the letter: 

-term interest of humanity 
and the planet ahead of short-term economic and national concerns. 
The teachings of our faiths tell us that the best interests of one group or nation are served by pursuing the best 
interests of all. There is one human family and one Earth that is our common homeland. Climate change is a global 
crisis and requires global solutions that put the well-being of all people first   

terns of production and consumption. This calls for a cultural transformation that brings the values of sustainability 
to the forefront of public consciousness  and into more responsible practices. We cannot wait for others to act but 
instead must lead by example. Religious organizations, public institutions, and businesses all have important roles 
to play in promoting ethical consumption and more sustainable lifestyles and practices in their everyday opera-

 

To read the letter in its entirety, click here. 
 

 
 

Homefest 2011  
Sunday, November 6, 2011  
TransAlta Arts Barns in Old Strathcona (10330  84 Ave.)  
Doors open at 12:45 pm  Serving Stew & Bannock!  
Performances 1:30 pm  5:00 pm  

As a project of the Edmonton Coalition on Housing and Homelessness the 9th annual 
Homefest is a creative means of educating and mobilizing Edmontonians to get in-

spoken word, artwork, songs and displays. Featured artists include Richard Wagamese (Ojibway author of 
One Native Life), local female trio Asani, drummers Lyle Tootoosis and Carol Fraser, musicians Phyllis Sin-
clair, Jay Gilday and Jason Leo Tate.  

Tickets available for $20 from Tix On The Square. For more information visit www.homefest.ca. 

Northern ABT Synod: 
Rev. Renita Falkenstern 
Phone: 780-463-3125 
Email: renitaf@shaw.ca 

Social Ministry Contact 

EDMONTON EVENTS: 



Stories of Homelessness and Hope: An Aboriginal Perspective  
Monday November 7, 2011 12:00 Noon at City Hall, Edmonton  
 
The Edmonton Homeless Commission together with the Housing Action Circle of Wicihitowin  present 
Richard Wagamese, nationally storyteller and author. Mr. Wagamese is keeping the tradition of oral story 
telling alive while inspiring Canadians to close the gap of cultural misunderstanding and promote equality 
and community among those from all backgrounds.  
 

 
November 11th, 1 4 p.m. 

-103 Street, Edmonton 
 
How are we to interpret the teachings of Jesus about loving our enemies  

 
are the different ways they have been interpreted throughout Christian  
history? Come and learn about the different ways Christians have inter-
preted the teaching of Jesus, share your own views on the subject, and listen to what others think. This 
workshop is led by Rev. Tim Chesterton and is sponsored by the Edmonton Ecumenical Peace Network 
www.eepeacenetwork.org. 

Registration: We encourage you to call ahead to register so that we have some idea how many people are 
-428-6323 or email them at asac@telusplanet.net.  

 

Ecumenical Remembrance Day Prayer Service and Prayer Walk for Peace 
6:00 pm. on November 11, 2011 at McDougall United Church, 10025  101 Street 
At 7:00 p.m. participants will gather at City Hall in Edmonton for a Public Prayer Walk for Peace. 
 
Local churches will gather to remember, reflect and pray for all victims of war and for peace in our world. 
The prayer service and prayer walk are sponsored by Mennonite Central Committee  Alberta and the Ed-
monton Ecumenical Peace Network and are organized by Holyrood Mennonite Church along with Edmon-
ton Quakers, and First Mennonite Church. For more information, please check out 
www.edmontonprayerwalk.org or contact Scott Key at (780) 435-9960 or scott.key@kingsu.ca. 
 

Introducing: Project Ploughshares  
(An ELCIC Compassionate Justice Partner) 
www.ploughshares.ca 
 
Project Ploughshares is a non-governmental organization that works with church-
es, governments and civil society, in Canada and abroad, to advance policies 
and actions to prevent war and armed violence and build peace. As an agency of 

The Canadian Council of Churches, Project Ploughshares provides expertise and analysis to the council 
and its members on peace and security issues and assists them in shaping an ecumenical response to 
those issues. 

The work of Project Ploughshares is rooted in the ethics of Christianity - namely: peace, reconciliation  
and justice. 



To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here 

Alberta Restorative Justice Association Conference 2011 
Re-Defining Justice: Communities in Action, November 18  19, 2011, Grant MacEwan University 
 

In addition to the conference there will be two concurrent preconference training sessions on Thursday, 
November 17th and Friday, November 18th: 

Advanced Training in Peace-Circles with Kay Pranis. Kay is an independent trainer and facilitator for 

 

Restorative Justice and Elder Abuse with Arlene Groh. Arlene pioneered restorative justice approaches to 
 

The conference keynote speakers will be Dave Gustafson, founding director of the Fraser Region Commu-
nity Justice Initiatives in Langley, BC; and Amanda Lindhout, former freelance journalist who was kid-
napped in Somalia and spent 15 months enduring unimaginable hardships as a hostage in one of the 

 

For the conference flyer, conference guide, and registration information, please go to the Alberta Restora-
tive Justice Association web site http://www.arjassoc.ca/  

 
Reconciliation, Healing and Justice:  
How to Live Out Forgiveness in a Broken World 
A Conference with Fr. Michael Lapsley, SSM 
Saturday, November 19, 9:00-  
Tickets: $30 (Groups of five or more can register for $20/person until Nov. 18.) 
 

After Father Michael Lapsley was exiled by the South African Government in 
1976, he joined the African National Congress (ANC) and became one of their 
chaplains. Whilst living in Zimbabwe he discovered he was on the South African 

Government hit list. In April 1990 he received a letter bomb in the post. The blast destroyed both his 
hands and one of his eyes. This courageous and compassionate man now runs the Institute for Healing of 
Memories in Cape Town. 

To register call 780.439.7344 or go to www.reconciliationconference.eventbrite.com 

Other appearances: 

Fr. Lapsley will give a public lecture on Thursday, November 17, from 12-1 pm at the U of A Law Centre 
(111 St. and 89 Ave.) Room 231. 

He will present at Clergy Day on Friday, November 18, from 9 am to 4 pm at St. Matthias Anglican Church, 
6210-184 St. There is no charge for Clergy Day, but donations are welcome to cover the cost of lunch. 

 


