
SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS NORTH 
(John 13:34) May 2011 

EDMONTON EVENTS: 

Social Justice Institute May 13 (evening) & May 14      Cost: $35 
 

109 Street 
 

Our economic situation is experiencing problems like never before. Are we at a tipping point? Come 
participate in unraveling the deeper spiritual roots of the problem. Help spell out new ways for 
individuals, business and society to move forward.  

Keynote Speakers:  

Dr. William Cavanaugh is Professor of Catholic Studies and Senior Research Fellow at the 
Center for World Catholicism and Intercultural Theology at DePaul University in Chicago.  

 
Mark Anielski is adjunct professor at the University of Alberta School of 

Business and founding faculty member (for sustainable economics) of the 
Bainbridge Graduate Institute in Washington State.   

 

To register, contact Karen at 780-651-6634 or petersonkt@telus.net. 
 

                                   See attached brochure for more information. 

 

Tuesday, May 3, 2011, 5:45 PM  9:30 PM at City Hall 

the arts and what is known in Cree as kiskinowasihta (listening which changes the listener).  

This peacemaking process was developed by faith, community and aboriginal leadership 
from Edmonton. Join with many Interfaith and Community leaders in an enjoyable, 
informative and interactive evening as we share hospitality together over a delicious meal 
and experience kiskinowasihta through dance, drama and dialogue. Together we will 
continue to deepen relationships between the various peoples who call the crossroads of 
Edmonton their home. 



Northern ABT Synod: 
Rev. Renita Falkenstern 
Phone: 780-463-3125 
Email: renitaf@shaw.ca 
 
Southern ABT Synod 
Rev. Ryan Anderson 
Phone: 403-239-6966  
Email: PastorRyan 
@adventlutheran.ca  

Social Ministry Contacts 

Please contact Pastor RReenniittaa  FFaallkkeennsstteerrnn, (Northern ABT Synod 
Social Justice Coordinator) to explore options for your congre-
gation. These workshops are offered at nnoo  cchhaarrggee.. 

RReellaattiioonnaall  TTrraaiinniinngg. In this workshop, your leadership team will 
learn how to do one-on-one meetings with members. The pur-
pose is congregational renewal and to identify new leaders.  

IIss  AAllbbeerrttaa  RRuunnnniinngg  OOuutt  ooff  FFrreesshh  WWaatteerr??  This interactive work-
shop will re-introduce you to the precious gift of water which 
sustains all life on this planet. How much water do we use? 
What do we use it for? Can anybody really own water? Are we 
facing a future of water scarcity? Should we ban bottled water? 
These are some of the questions we can explore. 

Social Ministry Workshops for Congregations 

 a project of E4C  

and West Edmonton Interfaith Coalition 

on Poverty (WEICOP) 
  

In March and April, volunteers from Hosanna Lutheran,  
Trinity United  and other west Edmonton churches volun-
teered their time and hospitality to do the taxes of  
Edmontonians for FREE as a service to the community. 

Watch the video! (2.34 min) 

Circles of Support and Accountability (CoSA) 
A Program of Correctional Service Canada and the Mediation & Restorative Justice Centre 
 

Circles of Support and Accountability involves a group of 4 to 7 trained volunteers who commit to meet 
regularly with a person who has been detained to the end of their sentence for a sexual offence and is 
returning to the community. The aim is to have safer communities and fewer victims by assisting and 
holding accountable individuals who have committed sexual offences and are re-entering society so that 
they may lead responsible and productive lives. The Circle meets together regularly. Volunteers also 
meet one-on-one with the person to provide assistance with re-entry challenges.  
 

Although this is not a faith-based program, volunteers are usually drawn from the faith community. Frank 
Blanchet works for the Mediation & Restorative Justice Centre and is the COSA Project Manager. Frank 
will be a member of the Circle. For more information, email Renita or Frank or call him at 780.642.0415. 



 

This video can now be borrowed from the Synod Office. 
 

We were always told, "If you work hard, things will get better." But 
many hard-working Canadians have only seen things get worse. 
Corporate profits soared, but only the rich got richer. The recession 
took away more jobs and piled up more debt, leaving more people 
poor or insecure. 

Hosted by TV and film star Mary Walsh, Poor No More offers an 
engaging look at Canadians stuck in low paying jobs with no security 
and no future. Mary then takes us on a journey to Ireland and 
Sweden so we can see how these countries have tackled poverty 
while strengthening their economies.  

To borrow this video, please email Kathy Budgell at the Synod Office. 

To visit the Poor No More website, go to www.poornomore.ca. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here 

10 Year Plan to End Homelessness 

The province of Alberta has launched a 10-year plan to end homelessness in Alberta. In many locations, 
cities are partnering with faith communities to reach out to the homeless in their neighbourhoods. An 
Interfaith Statement on Homelessness and Affordable Housing was signed by 22 different faith groups 
on March 17, including Bishop Ron Mayan. Now is the time for individual congregations to endorse the 
Statement. TTo download a blank copy to sign, click here. Lutheran congregations can mail their signed 
copy to the ABT Synod Office.  

Congregations were mailed a copy of the Congregational Housing Action Guide. It is filled with lots of 
great ways of responding to homelessness in practical and meaningful ways. Although the Guide uses 
Edmonton examples, we hope it will  inspire congregations to take action in their own communities.  

click here.  


