
SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS NORTH 
(John 13:34) March 2012 

- Residential School Reconciliation 
March 5  9, 2012 

PART 1 (Aboriginal)  Star of the North Retreat Centre, 3A St. Vital Ave., St. Albert 
PART 2 (Non-Aboriginal)  Providence Renewal Centre, 3003  119 St., Edmonton 
 

Returning to Spirit (RTS) is a non-profit charitable organization that was born out of a partnership  
between an Aboriginal man and a religious Sister to address the legacy of Indian Residential Schools. 
For more information, go to www.returningtospirit.org 

 
32nd Outdoor Way of the Cross 
Good Friday, April 6, 10:00 am 
9908 106 Ave (Hope Mission) 
 
The 2012 annual Outdoor Way of the Cross invites people to 
think about the continued relevance and importance of the  
Gospel message to our world by taking part in a prayer walk on 
Good Friday. The walk begins at 10 am at Hope Mission and  

locally, in Canada, and around the world, and the social implications of this. Question for reflection:  
 

 
 

 
The stations will offer reflections on a wide range of social issues, woven to-
gether with music as participants move from station to station. At the conclusion  
of the walk there will be light refreshments. The walk follows paved streets and 
lanes and should not be difficult for most children or those with mobility  
challenges. Participants are invited to bring a donation of non-perishable food. 
More information is available from Linda (780) 466-6327.  

Northern ABT Synod: 
Rev. Renita Falkenstern 
Phone: 780-463-3125 
Email: renitaf@shaw.ca 

Social Ministry Contact 

EDMONTON EVENTS: 



The Dynamic Power of God:  
Converting an Expired Church into an Inspired Church  

An Intro to Organizing for Congregational Renewal 

Saturday, April 21, 8:45 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church (10014 81 Ave. Edmonton) 

 

Rostered leaders and members from their church are encouraged to attend an event sponsored by the 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories and the Greater Edmonton Alliance entitled, "The Dynamic Power of 
God: Converting an Expired Church into an Inspired Church."  

 
dynamis

presenter, RRev. Michael Poellet, a Lutheran pastor, theologian and teacher, will explore the theological 

 
dynamic power upon the community of faith power to heal, power to restore relationships, and power  
to create new, life-giving possibilities in the church and in the world.  

This workshop will also introduce congregations to the practices of community organizing used by the 
Greater Edmonton Alliance to engage and train citizens in working on issues important to them and their 
community. A number of congregations in the United States have used community organizing as a way of 
doing mission in their communities. Organizing for mission can revitalize and renew a congregation by 
reaching out to the community outside its door. Participants will be introduced to some key organizing 
teachings and practices including: the organizing cycle, how to do one-to-one meetings (relational meet-
ings) and house meetings, and the marks of an organizing church. 

Community leaders from the Greater Edmonton Alliance will share stories about strategies they have 
used to bring diverse stakeholders together and to take positive action in their communities.  

Recommended for any church members or leaders interested in: 1) fostering a spirit of community; 2) 
transitioning from a service model to an organizing model; and 3) engaging new leaders in the life of the 
church and the community. 

Cost: $15 per person or $75 per congregation 

To register, contact Kathy Budgell by email: kbudgell@elcic.ca oor call 780-439-2636. 

For more information on the workshop, contact Renita at renitaf@shaw.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by The Synod of Alberta and the Territories, and the Greater Edmonton Alliance. 



Greater Edmonton Alliance 
Seniors Team Initiate House Meetings 
 
After 35 months and 26 + meetings, the Seniors Team received wholehearted 
support for the project they presented to both the Institutional Leaders Caucus 
and the broad-based, alliance-wide meeting (or Strategy Team) on February 23. 
  

 
 

Armed with this background information, a campaign will be developed. Allies will be recruited among 
seniors' advocacy and social organizations and the people and politicians holding the power in this area 
of health services will be identified. People in our member institutions will be asked, for example, to:  

write and/or call their MLA and the premier 
write and/or call the Minister of Health and the director of Alberta Health Services 
attend rallies or awareness raising events 
participate in a small GEA group meeting with politicians and/or the leadership in Alberta Health  
Services  

The Seniors Team will provide scripts and training for people to raise their comfort level and skill in carry-
ing out these vital activities. 
  
The Team considers this is a winnable situation and we are grateful for and excited by the support we  
received at the Institutional Leaders Caucus and the Strategy Team meeting.  If you would like to get  
involved, please contact GEA organizer, Madhu Sood at madhu@greateredmontonalliance.com. 

 

Welcome Home Program Update 
 

On February 15, 2012, a meeting was held to update the faith  
communities on the work of Interfaith Housing Initiative. Sister  
Mary Clare of Catholic Social Services gave a brief update on the  
WWeellccoommee  HHoommee  program which will match participants in the  
Housing First program (those seeking housing) with volunteers  
from congregations. Volunteers will engage in meaningful, daily activities with participants. Their main 
role will be to help individuals deal with the loneliness and isolation of being newly housed. Volunteers 
will help build confidence and positive life skills and help participants successfully stay housed. 

The search process is underway for a Program Coordinator for the Welcome Home program. Once the co-
ordinator is in place they hope to roll out congregational workshops later this spring in various quadrants 
of the city. These workshops will provide detailed information about the program including nuts and bolts 
logistics. Volunteers will be invited to engage and to receive training. Once matched, volunteers will be 
asked to participate in a 9-hour training program. There will be ongoing opportunities for learning and 
support. The Program Coordinator will provide regular supervision and evaluation of the program. 

Welcome Home is a two-year pilot project and will serve the capital region including Sherwood Park and 
St. Albert. The Program Manual is available at www.myunitedway.ca/welcome-home. To receive updates 

 



Homeless Connect April 29, 10 am 3 pm 
Shaw Conference Centre 
 

What is Homeless Connect Edmonton? Homeless Connect Edmonton  
is a broad-based community-inspired initiative, providing free appro-
priate services to people experiencing homelessness and those at  
risk of becoming homeless, on one day and at one location. 

The mission is to: 
Provide services that open doors out of homelessness 
Build lasting partnerships 
Raise public awareness of homelessness in the community 
Provide a vehicle for community involvement in addressing the issue of homelessness 

The event is organized and directed by a steering committee comprised of members from a variety of or-
ganizations, serviced by different community agencies around the city of Edmonton and staffed by enthu-
siastic and passionate volunteers. 

Volunteers are needed. Contact: Sonya Helms at Homeward Trust shelms@homewardtrust.ca or 
780.496.2630. For more info go to http://www.homelessconnect.ca. 

 

To See, To Hear, To Touch: A Salvadoran Sojourn 
August 18 29, 2012 
 
El Salvador study tour hosted by the El Salvador Support Group of Hosanna Lutheran Church, Edmonton, in association 
with Centro de Intercambio y Solidaridad (CIS), San Salvador 

Open to all 18 and over (under 18 may be accepted if travelling with a parent) who are: 

interested in faith development by seeing the Gospel through Salvadoran eyes 
open to embracing Christian brothers and sisters in a different culture 
culturally sensitive 
group oriented 
able to handle third-world conditions 
interested in learning more about a country rebuilding after civil war 
willing to share their experience with others on their return to Canada 

The tour serves as an opportunity...  

to learn more about El Salvador by meeting with Salvadorans from various walks of life both in urban and 
rural settings 
to learn more about Christianity lived out in different conditions than ours 
to meet a Canadian pastor living and working in El Salvador for the past 25 years, and  
for Hosanna Lutheran to connect personally with her sister congregation Divine Redeemer. 

IInntteerreesstteedd?? Attend our general information session on Saturday 24 March from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm at 
Hosanna Lutheran Church. Learn more about itinerary, budget, and immunizations and health infor-
mation, among other items. RSVP to essgdel2012@gmail.com. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here 


