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On March 26, 2009, 10 youth and 5 adults from Ascension Lutheran Church left 
Edmonton to begin our long awaited journey to Colombia, South America. For 12 days 
we enjoyed Colombian hospitality, service, culture, and landscape. Our journey 
challenged us to re-evaluate what is important in our lives as we witnessed the gracious 
hearts of the Colombian people. 
 

  
 
Our main priority for this journey was to build relationships with the students and staff at 
the Hogar Llanero Brisas del Canada (translation: home for children from the plains, with 
breezes from Canada) in the town of Paz de Ariporo. The residents of the Hogar Llanero 
Brisas del Canada live at this “home” in order to complete their education. They come 
from ranches in the eastern plains of Colombia where they attend school up to grade 5 in 
nearby villages. However after grade 5 they need to attend school in larger towns, which 
aren’t so “nearby”. Some children were walking 4 hours to get to school in the morning 
and 4 hours home each day!  The majority of children were simply unable to finish 
school past grade 5.  Now 74 students are living in the Hogar Llanero Brisas del Canada 
in Paz de Ariporo, and another 64 are living in an Hogar Llanero in the town of Totumo. 
These children are being given an opportunity to finish school and live out their dreams 
for the future. 
 



Our group spent one week in Paz de Ariporo, getting to know the students and staff at the 
Hogar, participating in a multicultural program hosted by students from the Hogar, 

worshipping with the congregation at 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church and attending 
their youth group meeting, and building a 
“Kiosco”, a gazebo which would be a 
multipurpose gathering place at the boy’s 
dorm. One day was spent travelling to the 
town of Totumo where the 3rd site of the 
Hogar Llanero Brisas del Canada is found. 
 
Our journey also involved time in Bogota, 
Colombia’s capital city. Here we were 
hosted by the Bishop of the IELCO 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Colombia) who brought us to the suburb of Soacha, a very poor area of Bogota. We 
visited two social programs of the Lutheran Church – A senior’s day program, and a 
program for single mothers and their children. Our group was touched deeply by the 
individuals we met in this 
neighborhood and the struggles they 
shared with us. We were also 
touched by the hope that we 
witnessed, despite what we saw as a 
desperate situation.   
 
We visited a school in Sogamoso, 
called Colegio CELCO (Colegio 
Evangelico Luterana de Colombia). 
This school was founded by the first 
missionaries to Colombia who were 
from Alberta. The Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories is a supporter of 
this school and we were given a tour in which we were shown the ways the CELCO 
school has “stretched” the dollars provided by the ABT synod to make necessary 
upgrades to the school in order for it to maintain accreditation with the government. 

 
Our group was struck by several contrasts 
as we traveled the Colombian countryside. 
We witnessed extreme poverty and 
exceptional wealth, great hope and also 
despair, stronger faith in Jesus Christ, a 
stronger sense of community, and greater 
graciousness in hospitality to the stranger. 
 
Many of the Colombians we spoke with 
asked us to go back and tell our fellow 



Canadians that Colombia is not how the media portrays it. They are saddened by the poor 
reputation Colombia has.  We are privileged to bring back this good news, as the 
Colombia we encountered is a country with people who are rich with hope, faith, love, 
and grace. The beauty of Colombia is not only in the landscape, but in the people who 
touched our hearts deeply. 
 
After our return, our group gave a presentation highlighting our journey for our 
congregation, complete with photos and summaries of the activities we were involved in. 
Later, some of our youth attended a Synod Youth Gathering in which they presented 
stories from our trip. We are booked to present at several congregations and events within 
the Lutheran church, and look forward to continue presenting the highlights of our life 
transforming journey to all who are interested in hearing it. Our group has also gathered 
together to prepare a care package to send to our new friends at the Hogar Llanero Brisas 
del Canada. 
 
 


