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_ _ Mexico, by the way. And yes, your
Header photo of stained-glass courtesy of Faith Lutheran,

Calgary. Window design by Geoff Jamieson. All photos in memory IS co_rrect. It was four_days
Celebrations by Lisa Rude, unless otherwise stated. before the height of the H1N1 influenza

outbreak. The day before the wedding,
on April 29", the World Health Organization declared the outbreak to be at “Level Five” —
one level short of a full-blown pandemic alert.

Around the globe, people panicked. The media were all over this, leaving one to wonder
whether sometimes all we get on CNN or Newsworld (in the final analysis) is ultimately
a bane or a blessing. It was two days away from Labor Day in Mexico — May 1%
Mexican President Calderon called on the whole country, but especially the citizens of
Mexico City, to close up their businesses and their schools, and simply stay at home for
the next five days. People did as they were told.

We were effectively isolated and insulated from the Mexican populace on our resort. No

one was wearing masks. The only safety precaution was the ever-present economy size
bottle of gel cleanser at the doorway to each restaurant. You could not enter without a
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double squirt. We were safe. And yet, the computer rooms and wireless networks of the
resort were packed with tourists trying to re-book earlier flights to get out as soon as
possible. And the media rolled out more and still more...

But there’s more to this story that you don’t
know. The Riviera Maya is incredibly
beautiful, and filled with archaeological sites.
But there’s only one way to make a living and
feed your family and keep the region’s
economy going — tourism. And the tourists
were fleeing. Before we left Mexico, of the
four resorts along the coastline near to us,
only ours remained open. Of the tourists,
only the stragglers and the fearless ones
were left. They were moved to our resort.
Three others were shut down, their Mexican
workers all laid off. And not only for five
days; the skuttlebutt was they would remain closed until the middle of June. A lot of
people, living from hand to mouth, are out of work. The media didn’t pick up on that
story-line though. Nor were they quick to report the 36,000 people who die of influenza
globally each year, a number far surpassing the statistics of recent deaths attributable to
H1N1 (swine flu).

Photo by Dianne Mayan

Mark Galli, senior managing editor of Christianity Today, addresses these issues in an
article posted May 7", “How to Handle the Next Pandemic — Christians at Their Best
Have an Odd Answer” (www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2009/mayweb-only/118-42.0.html).
Noting the fear the swine flu engendered, Galli commented that the “normal” flu tends to
kill infants and the elderly, while the swine flu can kill healthy people in mid-life ... people
like us. We only panic, he wrote, when we hear people like us are threatened, even only
a few dozen of us. He goes on to say: “Christians believe that our faith helps us live
bravely in the face of fear.” In those dark times in Roman history when there were city-
wide epidemics, the empire would do its best to quarantine, abandoning those left to a
slow and painful death. The only people willing to risk life to care for these suffering
souls were Christians. Many flocked to the quarantined zones and literally gave their
lives to care for the dying.

Pandemic preparedness plans, even versions in our own Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada, tend to centre on institutional maintenance and survival. How do we
continue Word and Sacrament ministry, how do we “continue meeting together”, in the
midst of quarantine? What do we do with funerals when people are prohibited from
gathering? Ultimately, how do we prevent more people from getting sick? Good
guestions — no doubt. But where is the question about how we organize ourselves to lay
down our lives in suffering service for the least, last and lost who are the innocent
victims of a pandemic? Is that question even “askable” in our contemporary milieu?

It was just a quirk of timing, and a lovely wedding. And no matter where you go, there
are always human realities to be learned. Realities to be learned — yes. And profound
faith-questions to be asked and answered.

+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop
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Around the Synod Editor Wanted
SynOd The ABT Synod is accepting applications for this part-time, paid

position. The ideal candidate will possess:

strong writing and editing skills;

good organizational and people skills;

computer literacy;

a knowledge of church and synod structure and affairs;

the ability to meet deadlines;

strong photography skills;

easy access to either Edmonton or Calgary for occasional
Coming Events meetings; and
a knowledge of grammar, style and punctuation.
Email your resume to Sharon Villetard at svilletard@elcic.ca or send it to Synod of
Alberta & the Territories, 10014-81 Ave., Edmonton, AB T6E 1W8.

Conference Conventions:
Coming to a Location Near You This Fall!

Northern — Oct. 2-3 at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Edmonton.

West Central — Oct. 17 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Ponoka.
Southern — Nov. 7 at Peace Lutheran Church, Claresholm.

East Central — Nov. 21 at Peace Lutheran Church, Wainwright.
Southwestern — Nov. 28 at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary.

Renewed Challenge!

From January 1, 2009 to October 31, 2009, every dollar received by the synod office for
the Colegio CELCO - Sogamoso will be matched by an anonymous donor, up to a total
of $10,000. This is a great opportunity to make a difference in the lives of many children
for years to come. Please mark any donations as “Colegio CELCO — Sogamoso” and
forward them to Synod of Alberta & Territories, 10014, 81°%' Ave., Edmonton, AB T6E
1W8. Gracias!

Retreat of Our Own 2009

Reserve Oct. 2-4 to experience a Retreat of Our Own in
Canmore, AB. Rev. Kevin Ogilvie , president of Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Saskatoon will be the retreat leader. The
three topics to be explored are: Radical Hospitality, Raw Mission,
and Ministry as Leaving and Staying. The registration fee is
$199/person. Participants book their own accommodations.

More information, including a list of possible accommodations, is
available at www.retreatofourown.ca. For more information,
contact Dave or Gail Stolee at dgstolee@telusplanet.net or
Dianne or Tom Kieren at tkieren@telusplanet.net.
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ABT Members Reflect on ELCIC National Convention
The following comments do not necessarily reflect those of the ABT Synod as a whole.

| thought the facility was a great choice, as it handled all our functions well. |
liked the assigned seating, putting people from different synods and a mix of
lay people and pastors at each table, which encouraged a variety of opinions
for discussion. The worship services at the start of each sitting and the
closing were great.

a

| was disappointed in the motions proposed to Reference and Council, as you could tell
there was distrust on several levels, both on the part of NCC and some of the delegates.
The motions of contention came out of fear rather than faith. It seemed like the NCC was
not interested in dealing with the issues close to the heart of some congregations and
some congregations were trying to surprise or corner the NCC into a policy or decision.
Perhaps there is a better way.

We could have all motions submitted to Reference and Council by the end of March.
Most congregations have their annual meetings by the end of February, so they would
be ready to forward any motions passed by their congregation to reference and council
by that time. Reference and Council would have a chance to view the motions and work
with the congregation to make any necessary clarifications for both parties. In addition,
submitting in advance would give the NCC a head's up on what issues are and
contentious issues could be handled in a less confrontational manner.

We don’t really need so many food breaks. Breakfast, lunch and supper come pretty
close together. Perhaps a beverage break would cost less and the money we save could
be sent to our relief project. Our own hunger pains could remind us that there are others
who do not have what we have.

As stewards of the earth, each delegate should be encouraged to bring their own
beverage container. Also, if we are to get the results of the voting in the minutes of the
convention, we do not necessarily need to be given a sheet immediately after each vote.

Overall it was a good experience. Being a delegate, | felt the need to be firm in my faith
as some of the comments and attitudes challenged me. As stewards of the church, we
are doing good things, but there is always room for growth and improvement.

By Cheryl Benoit (Delegate from Lakeland Lutheran Church, Cold Lake.)
My most memorable moments were the worship services with their

wonderful music and singing. They all were good. The musicians were
excellent!

a

For me, | saw hope in talking to the many people from all over Canada and hearing what
is going on in their congregations. | also saw hope in several positive decisions that were
made, such as support for the Jordanian church.
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| suggest that all motions from congregations should be included in the Bulletin of
Reports. Even if they are not popular, the assembly should decide how to respond to
each motion.

By Inger Bartram (Delegate from Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church, Edmonton.)

Among my best memories of the 2009 National Convention is the preaching.
By the guests - bishops from the Anglican Church of Canada, the Lutheran

. church in the Holy Land, and the ELCA - and every one of our own bishops.
i All were impassioned, faithful, speaking to the heart of matters, and true to
the Lutheran hermeneutic of Law and Gospel. | truly appreciated hearing from all of
them about both the challenges the church of Christ faces and the well-grounded hopes
it holds.

A small sign of hope came for me when a fellow delegate, a brother in the body of
Christ, returned to our table to participate in the rest of the convention's business. Earlier
he had declared his despair in the church and stated that he would go home to counsel
his congregation to leave the ELCIC. He then stood up and left the room. For me the
sense of cutoff was powerful and painful — physically, | felt winded. But he came back,
and it was a small sign of hope that we do have a future as a family.

At this convention the procedure for considering motions from congregations and
individuals needlessly created a sense of alienation and disenfranchisement for many.

My suggestion is that the committee of Reference and Counsel not make "motions" on
whether the convention should take action on a given petition or not. A motion of "no
action" is a de facto defeat, but with no opportunity for delegates to discuss the merits of
the petition. Instead | suggest that Reference and Counsel make "recommendations”
and give delegates full opportunity to debate the substance of the motions themselves.

By Rev. Kristian Wold (Delegate from Bethel Lutheran Church, Camrose.)

As numerous delegates and dignitaries intimated, national conventions of a
church body as small as the ELCIC has the atmosphere of a family reunion.
= And, like family reunions, the upside is that we all get to see each other. Old
i friendships are renewed and new friendships are born, this is koinonia at its

best, and a taste of the realm of God coming in the present tense. However,
sin, the age-old nemesis, is an all too present reality, with sibling rivalry in high gear and
devolving into sibling hostility.

As far as the official proceedings went, | lament the absence of two old-timer experts on
parliamentary etiquette and constitutional expertise—Professor Vincent Eriksson, and
the Rev. Dr. Lothar Schwabe. | think, had they been present, we may have avoided
some procedural wrangling and chaos. | don’t think the proceedings helped to heal the
distance between alienated clergy and congregations and our national leadership—and
that is a sobering, sad reality from a convention with a theme of Signs of Hope.

Speaking of hope, | walked away renewed in hope vis-a-vis my interactions one-on-one,
and in small groupings at coffee breaks and mealtimes. | do have hope for this church
on a parish level. Just like the mustard seed, the realm of God is often hard to see, starts
out small, but grows almost invisibly all around us. The far away parish in outer gopher
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gulch Alberta is a sign of the realm of God—we should never forget that, because many,
maybe most of our members originally grew up in parishes like that!

A couple of final upside thoughts: First, | loved the opportunity to visit Regent College’s
fine bookstore, and made a few purchases. | was quite impressed with the bookstores
quality and quantity of inventory. It's a good place to get lost for an afternoon. Second, |
did enjoy and appreciate some of the fine music in our daily worship services. Our
congregation is musically challenged, so the opportunity to sing new hymns, and listen

to a choir accompanied by guitar, percussion, keyboards, strings, flute, etc., was a real
blessing for yours truly.

By Pastor Garth Wehrfritz-Hanson (Visitor from Grace Lutheran, Medicine Hat.)

Feel Small? Act Large

The youth gathe\red.

With God'’s help, we can use our small
faith, small lives, and small churches to
change the world. This is the message
that Pastor Tim Wray , St. Peter, Millet,
AB, drove home to attendees of this Y ; q

year’s youth gathering May 15-18 at il "

Camp Caroline , about two hours The planning committee with the band: (back row, left to right)

. Markus Wilhelm, Nathan Labrecque, Thomas Hanson, Erik
southwest of Edmonton. Pastor Tim Sartison, Sarah Rudd, (front row, left to right.) Amanda

Wray, the keynote Speaker, entertained Kuschminder, Mairi-Irene McCormack, Lynette Stime, Karen
attendees with his humour and his Triomphe, and Tim Wray.

ability to connect with youth. At large

group gatherings, he delivered messages based on the theme Small.
God is so much bigger than we can imagine. It doesn’'t matter if we
feel small in size or come from a small church or town, we can do big
things through God.

Pastor Wray created a character called “God Boy.” He had a group of
leaders at each large group gathering perform a play about God Boy

small church at
Camp Caroline.
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and how he would
save the day.
Pastor Wray also
created a game
show called “Who
wants to be a
Philanthropist?”

4 He gave
Rev. Tim Wray being held by (left to right) Amanda everyone a lot to
Kuschminder, Mairi-lIrene McCormack, Nathan think about,

Labrecque, Thomas Hanson, and Eric Sartison. . .
especially when it

comes to what God is calling us to do in our lives. At a time
when many of us are unsure where God is calling us to go,
Pastor Wray reminded us that no one is too small for God and
that much can happen from something that starts off very
small.

Ryan Cameron, from Millet,
on the zip line.
Throughout the weekend, there were many fun activities for
the youth, including seven workshops on such topics as the environment and the
situation in Darfur, Sudan to a drama workshop and a chat with the Bishop. The youth
were allowed to choose two of these workshops to attend. Other activities included
horseback riding, a zipline, swimming, Frisbee golf, sand volleyball, a games room, and
more.

The worship band, the LPs, enthusiastically led the youth in inspiring worship songs,
which were a highlight for many youth. They offered new takes on old favorites and
introduced new songs. Their energetic leadership encouraged all to dance and sing.
With the pennies brought from home, participants
built “small” structures with amazing designs that
represented their team. After the fun and games,
the youth counted and rolled the pennies. And
the small change really added up. The group
collected $408.85 in pennies and $163.50 in other
change for a total of $572.35!

Candlelight worship on the last night was one of
the highlights, as everyone shared meaningful
reflections on the weekend, the topic of light and
the theme of small.

s L -
The worship band, LP’s: (left to right) Mairi-Irene McCormack, Nathan
Labrecque, Thomas Hanson, and Eric Sartison.
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These gatherings are important because they give the youth a
chance to hang out with like-minded teens. For one weekend, it
doesn’t matter what else is going on in the world or their lives. They
have to opportunity to worship and praise the Lord — and have so
much fun doing it.

Article and photos by Amanda Kuschminder (Amanda is a planning
committee member and a leader in training with St. John’s Lutheran,
Barrhead.)

Evidence of fun at ‘
Camp Caroline.

Performance Art
Student painter joins concert tour.

Jacob Welde , a student at
Canadian Lutheran Bible

Institute (CLBI) in Camrose, AB,
and member of St. Joseph, Hay
Lakes, AB, says he’s created his
painting, entitled Streaming, about
a dozen times. It's not that he’s run
out of inspiration, instead, his
paintings are part of a CLBI
concert tour, which requires Welde
to execute a painting in five
minutes — the length of a song.

CLBI art director, Jes Hagen,
asked Welde if he’d be willing to
create a live painting of a song for
each of the performances. After
looking at the selection of songs,
Welde chose to paint to Washed
by the Water by the
rock/alternative band

Needtobreath . Quoting the chorus
of the song, Welde said it spoke to
his heart. “Even when the rain falls.
Even when the flood starts rising.
Even when the storm comes. | am
washed by the water.” He went on
to explain in his own words, “Even when life throws you curves, as long as you still have
faith, you have hope.”

Jacob Welde's painteing, title Streaming.
Photo taken at Messiah Lutheran, Camrose

Welde titled the painting Streaming to express how Christ’s love streams, or flows, to us.
In preparation for the performances, Welde had to come up with a simple, yet engaging,
3-by-5-foot painting that he could reproduce in 5 minutes, the length of the song. To hear
the song, visit www.myspace.com/needtobreathe. Welde plans to develop his artistic
talents as he enters a graphic design program at Calgary’s Mount Royal University in
the fall.
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Four Congregations Unite Under New Name

Bethany and Sharon Lutheran ,
Donalda, AB; Hope, Forestburg, AB;
and St.John, Castor, AB, merged into
one parish that will now be known as
the Battle River Lutheran Parish . The
agreement for the new merged parish
was signed on March 29™ Patricia
Kneeland , Bethany, Donalda,
explained the merger will allow the four
congregations to to keep their doors
open by sharing a pastor. Four times
each year, the congregations will
worship together at alternating
churches to build community. Each N e : _ ) Bt =
Sunday, Pastor Rick Laurendeau will  Gendregaton Presigens (efio iohy Amoja Jacobeon,
lead WOI’ShIp in two of the four Bishop Ron Mayan, Pastor Rick Laurendeau, Ray Kneeland
conareqations. Lay and suppl (Bethany, Dor_la_lda, AB), Herb Mueller (Sharon, Donalda, AB).
minigste?s will servg the othgrp g Photo by Paticia Kneeland.

congregations on alternating

weekends.

Warming Body and Soul
Hosanna, Edmonton, quilters forge a patchwork appro ach to community
service and fellowship

Over three decades, a prolific and dedicated team of quilters at Hosanna, Edmonton,
has raised more than $20,000 and donated 5,000-plus quilts to grateful recipients in
Edmonton, elsewhere in Canada, and internationally. The threads of this tale stretch
back to the 1970s to a Hosanna predecessor congregation, St. Luke. At that time,
members began making quilts for Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) , a partner
of the ELCIC.

In the early years, qunts were distributed through CLWR and other groups. That focus

. expanded in the 1990s when willing buyers
created a hot demand for the quilts. The result:
twice-yearly sales at Hosanna featuring
coloured quilts, afghans and other handicrafts.
Last year alone, sales of quilts and other items
raised almost $6,000 for CLWR (including the
Koh Kandal School in Cambodia) as well as a
long-running Hosanna bursary program for
students in El Salvador. Over the years, very
little money raised has stayed at Hosanna.

‘(Iéft to right) Johanna Borle, Loraine Benner, and

Vi Bowdige. Numerous international aid and development
projects have benefited from the quilting

revenue. The CLWR projects range from digging a well and buying bikes in India to
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providing native seeds to plant 16 acres in Bolivia and immunizing children in
Mozambique.

Cash donations to agencies, such as CLWR, have proven an efficient way to support
international projects. However, quilts, pillows, afghans, and knitted items produced by
the group continue to be handed out locally. In fact, close to 300 in-kind items were
donated last year and distributed mostly in Edmonton’s West End. One ongoing project
provides quilts to needy babies born at the Misericordia Hospital near the church. Last
year, 64 babies left the hospital wrapped in a Hosanna quilt. Health for Two, a West End
agency that helps families on social assistance, distributed an additional 149 quilts last
year. Other quilt recipients have included refugees settling in Edmonton.

While congregation
member Vi Bowdige and
others do the cultting,
layout, pinning, stuffing and
sewing, the quilting
operation has many
supporters, including the
willing buyers who support
the sales.

“It is amazing how the
congregation supports us
by getting family and
friends to buy,” says
Bowdige.

- o i > . s W
(left to right) Vi Bowdige, Lorraine Benner and Karen Moore.

Community support also comes in the form of cloth donations. Only new material is used
(an exception is clean, used jeans sewn into denim quilts). “When people are downsizing
a house, they often donate extra material.” says Karen Moore , an enthusiastic new
recruit to the quilting ranks. “Quilting can be addictive,” admits Karen, who often brings
home quilting projects home.

But it's definitely not a solo endeavour. Apart from a break around Christmas, the
Hosanna Quilters meet from 9:30 to 1:30 every Wednesday. Regulars include longtime
Hosanna member John Sims, who ensures sewing machines remain in good working
order.

“I love Wednesdays. | don’t know what other people do if they don’t have quilting to keep
them busy,” concedes Bowdige, who joined the group in 1986.

Such commitment, stitched together through common purpose and fellowship, helps
explain why, after more than a generation, Hosanna’s quilters continue giving and
receiving. If you have used material you would like to donate, call Vi Bowdige at 780-
484-7292.

By Nordahl Flakstad
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Vacation Bible School
Giving it your best shot

Vacation Bible School presents a time of great challenge and great rewards for the
volunteer staff involved. It is clear that a successful program is a great example of
assistance from the Holy Spirit. When you hang out your shingle and advertise and a
large group of kids of various ages, cultures, behavioral traits and backgrounds show up
on your doorstep some Monday morning expecting to have a week-long exciting time...
you need divine help. Fortunately, it does materialize. The volunteer staff is not a team
of highly trained professionals ready to cope with a collection of everything from long
time Sunday school

and church attendees | “On the last day when goodbyes are said and

and from practicing appreciation is expressed and an 8-year-old
Christian families to

tells you that you are a good teacher despite all
your mlsglvmgs it all becomes Worthwhlle

il Nl

the very opposite. The fact that these VBS sessions turn out to be typically quite
successful is a clear example of divine assistance.

Lutheran Church of the Cross, Calgary, conducted their annual program the week of July
6. When the dust settled, 77 children were enrolled with approximately 1/3 being church
members and the rest from the community (part of the reward). The dust came from the
last minute entries of which there were a dozen or more. Planning for class size and
distribution was thrown into disarray with the older class growing to 38 children.
Thankfully our higher power again emerged providing an additional teacher and it all
worked out.

The material that is available for VBS makes the whole adventure possible. Ideas for
crafts, scientific experiments, games and mostly the special music make the whole
process quite professional and interesting. However quite a bit of preparation time and
lesson planning is required to hold the interest of the groups. It takes a village to raise a
child and it takes a large number of volunteers to conduct a VBS, and in particular an
experienced and dedicated over all coordinator like ours is essential.

Five days is not very long to bond with a diverse group of children but the bonds do form
and connections are made. | guess it is too much to expect the kid that wanted to play
with his DS video game and told you he did not want to be there, to be in church the next
Sunday. One never knows what ideas hit a nerve and form a lasting impression on
these young minds, which can be a bit of a scary thought in itself for the lay teacher. On
the last day when goodbyes are said and appreciation is expressed and an 8-year-old
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tells you that you are a good teacher despite all your misgivings it all becomes
worthwhile.

By Lloyd Hakl (Lutheran Church of the Cross, Calgary)

ABT Synod Editor Resigns

After more than seven years as ABT synod editor, | have
resigned to move on to other opportunities. | will soon be
busy once again preparing, teaching and marking for junior
high French and social studies classes. Now that my three
children are in school full-time, | have returned to a half-time
teaching position with the Calgary Board of Education.

In my years as ABT synod editor, God has been gracious to
me in my interactions with a wide variety of people. | have
learned and grown in my faith as | have researched, wrote
and edited many inspiring stories. | am always amazed at
the richness of what we have to share as individuals within

Lisa Rude

A big thank you to all of you who submitted
stories for consideration while | was editor. |
encourage you to continue to do so. We have a
wonderful gift in our various church publications.
Communication is part of the glue that holds us
together as people of faith within our greater
church. It is essential that we keep sharing our
lives with each other and growing together.

The two things | will miss most are connecting
with the many wonderful people from all over our
synod and the greater ELCIC and taking photos
at various synod events. | hope and pray that
there will still be opportunities to connect with
many of you, via synod events and maybe the
occasional email or two. I'll look forward to
reading about you in future issues of Canada
Lutheran and our own ABT synod on-line
publication Celebrations!

Peace in Christ,
Lisa Rude

All submissions to

and the synod section of Canada
Lutheran can still be emailed or
mailed to Lisa Rude until a new
editor is in place.

12

our synod. God has blessed us with so many talents and
opportunities for service.
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