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In Communion, In Community

| had an opportunity this
summer to experience
something | had not
expected to experience
for a number of years yet
— | spent a week living in
a seniors’ residence. The occasion was
my wife’s mother’s eighty-fifth birthday
celebration in Indiana. After four days’
driving, we pulled into the parking lot of
Concord Village, a Lutheran residential
community for seniors that provides
multi-level service as required: lodge,
assisted living, and nursing home — all
on one site.

left to t— Bishop Ron and Dianne Mayan, Gretchen and
Erv Fuhrmann. Photo by Jerry Fuhrmann.

Let me tell you about Gretchen'’s birthday
party. There were more than a hundred
people in attendance: a full regiment of
family members, of course, but also a
great number of Concord Village
residents. Gretchen has known many of
these people most of her life. Gretchen
is the youngest in her family; four of her
siblings were in attendance — all older
than her — all relatively healthy and
robust. Many of the hundred party
attendees were older than the “party
girl”. Dianne and | ran into the pastor
who married us thirty-five years ago. He
is 96 now, but with a little prodding of
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memory, he remembered that Dianne went to Canada and her husband was also a
Lutheran minister.

I learned a lot living in a seniors’ residence that week. | learned that walkers are
possibly more important than the bevy of Buicks in the parking lot, and that just as there
are rules for the road, there are also protocols for walkers. | learned that words of
greeting for everyone you meet are standard operating procedure. | learned to walk
slower, to talk more clearly, to be a non-anxious presence.

We are people created for communion, and we are people created for community. Age
does not diminish those needs, it increases them. As people of faith grow older, the
desire for communion with God is heightened. We had devotions at ten each morning
with my in-laws. Wanting to include us, extending spiritual hospitality to us, we were
passed the large print Bible and devotion book for us to read out loud. Maybe the
macular degeneration of Gretchen, Ervin and Johanna had something to do with that.
Going to church, attending chapel, or viewing the service that is simulcast on closed
circuit throughout the facility are normal regimens.

Caring Christian community is a basic human need — maybe even a human right. We
need friends and acquaintances at every stage of life, and probably at no stage is that
more the case than when we reach advanced years. It's amazing to overhear the
conversations that take place between people in their 80’s and 90’s who went to
kindergarten together! Of course there are the inevitable changes in the community that
take place — old friends to say good bye to, and new friends to welcome. The bottom
line was that these people needed each other. | have observed over the years that
those who cultivate old and new friendships, who never stop being socially active, age
healthier and live longer than those who by choice or circumstance have lived more
solitary, distanced lives from community.

I lived in a seniors’ residence for a week this summer. |
saw people serving, supporting, and ministering to each
other. It wasn’t anything new to them — it is the way they
have always been.

The Lord was not kidding when he said: “Even to your old
age | am he, even when you turn gray | will carry you. |
have made and | will bear; I will carry and | will save.” (Is.
46) | like what | saw because | was seeing the faithful,

gentle hand of God. Gretchen Fuhrmann
Photo by Jerry Fuhrmann

+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop
Synod of Alberta and the Territories

Around the Synod

Conference Conventions
October 12-13 — Northern Conference Convention at Hope, Edmonton
October 20 — West Central Conference Convention at Bethany, Dickson

November 3 — Southern Conference Convention in Lethbridge
November 10 — South West Conference Convention at Prince of Faith, Calgary
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November 17 — East Central Conference Convention
Faith in the Public Life Arena - LPA Course

“Why are we involved in politics?” Explore and discuss how our national church works
for justice, and a variety of ways that your congregation can work to address hunger,
poverty and injustice locally and globally. Learn why Christians are concerned about
issues such as our use of fresh water, HIV-AIDS; environmental impact on Mexico by
Canadian companies...and more. This course, led by Joyce Zutter , will take place at
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Red Deer at 9:00 a.m. on October 20, 2007.
Please register by calling the synod office at 439.2636 in Edmonton or toll free at
1.866.430.2636.

Chester Ronning Centre - Lectures

This centre “for the Study of Religion and Public Life” frequently provides educational
lectures and workshops on a variety of topics in various locations. The next workshop is
entitled “The Bible: From Weapon to Life-Giving Word.” The instructors will be Dittmar
Mundel and David Goa . There are two opportunities to take in this workshop. The first
is on Saturday, October 27 from 10:00 until noon
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Edmonton.
Although there is no fee for the workshops, lunch
is available at this Edmonton one for $7. To take
in the second workshop, be at the Faith and Life
Centre at the Augustana Campus in Camrose
from 9:00 until 11:00 on Saturday, November 3.
For more information, contact David Goa at
780.679.1104 or dgoa@augustana.ca. You can
also check out the website at
www.augustana.ca/ronning.

David Goa

Dittmar Mundel
Photos courtesy of the Chester Ronning Centre.

Family Ministry Resources

The synodical Partners in
Faith Committee together
with a grant from the Triune
Foundation , have equipped
five congregations in the
synod with family ministry
material. You are welcome to
visit any of the sites (please
call ahead) and then order
those items from the
catalogues provided. The five
congregations include Trinity
Lutheran (Brooks), Peace
Lutheran (Innisfail), Advent
Lutheran (Calgary), Church
of the Good Shepherd

Pl RIS s

Photos courtesy of Advent Lutheran Church, Calgary.
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(Stony Plain) and Bawlf Lutheran (Bawlf) . You can also visit www.albertasynod.ca
and click on “Family Ministry” in the left-hand column for more family ministry ideas,
information and links.

Hope for the Small Church
Through Leadership Development” will take place February

23" at Grace, Wetaskawin and March 1% at Peace, Innisfail.
Members of congregational councils and other interested

A church council workshop on “Revitalizing the Church —— . ]

Grace, Wetaskawin

church leaders are invited to attend this day of discussion, A
learning and fellowship. Cost is $25/person or i‘g‘
$150/congregation. Lunch and refreshments are provided. e —
Register by calling the synod office at 439.2636 in Edmonton -

or toll free at 1.866.430.2636 by February 19. Peace, Innisfail

Photos courtesy of synod website.

How Do You Understand Stewardship?

Is it paying the bills of the congregation? Does it mean budgets, pledge cards and
money? “Stewardship...It's a Way of Life” is a manual that has been produced as a “how
to” for those congregations that want to learn, educate and practice faithful stewardship.
The manual includes topics on finding stewardship leaders, educating people in
stewardship, the pastor’s role, the annual response, why people give, and much more.
Additional sections include bulletin inserts to distribute, stories for your newsletters,
ideas for annual stewardship emphasis, and other resources for year-round stewardship.
Lorraine Kalis, our synod’s stewardship coordinator, produced this manual. For more
information or to order your own copy, contact the synod office at 439.2636 in Edmonton
or toll free at 1.866.430.2636.

Diaconal Ministers — Trained to Serve in Unique Way s

A Call to the Ministry of Spiritual Direction

Lily-Linda Slobod is a Lutheran with an ecumenical
background. She explains it this way, “I've had the
privilege of working with different denominations and
realizing that it's the same God working.” After 13
years of ecumenical studies, she served as a spiritual
director within the Catholic Church. Through the
Jesuits, she gained a better understanding of her call
to help people with their spiritual growth. However, it
wasn’t until 1992 that she became the second person
consecrated as a Lutheran diaconal minister in our
synod. Her call is to the synod, to help individuals with
their personal spiritual growth.

¥ Although spiritual direction seems much like
: 4 counselling, Lila-Linda explains, “It isn’t counselling for
The lantern is the oldest symbol of crisis, but more a spiritual growth-oriented process in
spiritual direction. Photo by Lisa Rude. seeking and wanting a closer relationship with God.”
Lily-Linda stressed that the process always involves
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three parties; the spiritual director, the directee and the Holy Spirit. In fact, she lights a
candle or an oil lamp in each session as a reminder of the third party, the Holy Spirit.

Lily-Linda’s life has been deeply enriched by her call as a spiritual director. She speaks
passionately about the depth of sharing with her directees. She says, “With each person,
it is such a privilege to be invited into such a private sacred part of their life where God is
working, where God is with them.” In thinking about diaconal ministry, she says, “l was
called to do a formal ministry in the church, but it wasn’t to be a pastor.” She goes on to
explain, “God calls some of us to serve with professional training in a specific ministry.”
For the last few years, Lily-Linda has taken on no new directees and sees fewer people,
as her husband isn’t well. Since she is nearing the end of her ministry, she hopes and
prays that someone else might feel the call to serve as a spiritual director within our
synod.

“Walking with People — Into places of Healing and Gr  owth”

Bev Swanson is a diaconal minister, who has served the last 8 or 9 years as a
contracted Pastoral Counsellor at Messiah Lutheran Church in Camrose, AB. She was
trained in a variety of different places, including Augustana and the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Saskatoon. Bev was called to Messiah Lutheran Church based on her
Cappe Specialist Certification in Pastor Counselling. Since coming to Messiah, she
decided the Diaconal Ministry program suited her, finished her course work and was
consecrated as a diaconal minister in April 2006.

Bev’s role at Messiah is quite a varied one. In a
typical week, Bev offers various types of
counselling for individuals, couples and families.
She also does some spiritual direction within this
work and is presently in training more in this area.
During the week, she teaches confirmation and
mentors the youth leaders at Messiah. Bev
responds to crises as they arise. She serves as a
help and consultant to her colleagues in the office
and to other pastors in the synod as needed. Bev
receives many referrals from other parishes when
professional counselling is needed beyond
pastoral care. She is sometimes requested to
journey with pastors and their families. She
provides pre-marriage preparation, counselling
and is now licensed to perform marriages. Bev
works quite closely with other agencies and
churches in receiving and sending referrals.
Occasionally and much to her enjoyment, Bev preaches and helps lead creative worship
services. On the side, she offers a grief website, providing help for those grieving. With
a free subscription, she sends out a monthly grief letter. Many email her for support. Her
website is www.copewithgrieving.com.

Photo by Dale Swanson.

Journeying with people in their lives and stories is most satisfying for Bev. She finds it
very rewarding when people find their life is improved through their time together. She
also enjoys helping people find God in a new way that enriches their spiritual journey.
Bev says, “Sometimes | come home from work in the evening and feel so deeply
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blessed and honoured to be a part of this sacred ministry of walking with people into
places of healing and growth.”

Bev describes diaconal ministry as a “fringe” ministry that helps connect the world to the
church. Bev states that diaconal ministers are often called “doorways” to the church. She
goes on to explain, “Indeed as the Pastor must focus on shepherding the people, the
Diaconal Minister can center energies towards those who are on the edge and still
unsure about the church or even getting a bit lost in the church.” Bev believes that
diaconal ministry uses the gifts given to people who are called into different professions.
It allows them to serve using those gifts within the church. Bev adds, “What a way to
make use of all parts of the body of Christ within our church.”

Inspired by CLWR'’s “Four Corners”

It was CLWR Sunday and our
Church, Grace Lutheran in
Bentley had arranged for the
Four Corners Display to visit.
Catching the eye of all the
ladies was a spectacular
bronze colored table runner.
Before anyone could snap it up
one of our church members
saw a new vision for it. It was
just the right size to turn into a
Thanksgiving banner! Four
ladies met for a couple of
evenings and transformed it
into the lovely banner pictured
here. There was enough left
over to make a banner for the pulpit as well. We are going to enjoy
it for many years to come and we would like to think that the person
that made that beautiful table runner would be honored to know that
it now occupies a special place in our sanctuary.

Photos by Joan Ree

By Joan Ree
Grace Lutheran Church in Bentley, AB

Thanks be to God for Cross-country Anglican Goodwil I

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Whitehorse, Yukon, is 45 years old. They are
constructing an 850 square foot addition, which will almost triple the size of the narthex.
It will also provide space for a wheelchair lift/elevator, a wheelchair accessible bathroom,
a pastor’s office and a new “friendlier” entranceway. It has been a big commitment for
this church of about 50 families, as the congregation is doing the bulk of the work with
volunteers from within the congregation.

However, in addition to a generous $1,500 donation from an individual within our synod,
they have received a surprise donation of $1000 from the six congregations of the
Anglican Parish of Bruce Peninsula out of Wiarton, Ontario. These Anglican
congregations were looking for an Outreach Project to celebrate their Diocesan
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Sesquicentennial year (150 years.) Peter and Rene Langen, who moved to Whitehorse,
Yukon in 2004 and joined Trinity Lutheran Church, made the Bruce Peninsula parish
aware of Trinity’s new addition and the need for a wheelchair lift. The Langens also
maintain membership in one of those Anglican congregations, as they still own a home
in Lion’s Head, Ontario.

Along with the gift, these Anglican friends sent historical information about their Ontario
parishes. The first Anglican services on Bruce Peninsula were in Wiarton in 1867. Since
then other Anglican Churches were started and
the Parish of Bruce Peninsula has 3 year-round
churches and 2 summer churches. Trinity
Anglican in Wiarton has had a long standing
relationship with St. Peters Lutheran in Wiarton,
July services are held at the Anglican Church
and August services at the Lutheran Church.
For more details about these Anglican parishes
see www.diohuron.org.

Submitted by Sharon Taeger
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Whitehorse

Photo bv Sharon Taeaer.

Synod Youth Gathering “Graffiti”

Friday May 18. 2007 at 7:05 pm, the

It was evident planning committee of Graffiti declared

before the the 2007 Synodical Gathering of ABT
night was Synod ready to begin. Signs were
posted, the large gathering space set
over, the calm up, the UHALL band was practiced up
facade of and ready to go, the key note speaker
Goldeye was almost there...And the rumble of

the first cars bearing some of the 183
excited youth and adults began to pull
into the parking and registration space.

Center would
be drastically
altered for the |
next four
days,...

It was evident, before the night was
over, the calm fagade of Goldeye
Center would be drastically altered for
the next four days, by sound and
energy, laughter and sometimes tears, great food, deep discussions, and some wild
games, studies, reflection times and other expressions of our faith, as “God’s Grafs”!
The first night's large gathering, led by worship leader Chris Siegel from Calgary, started
all gathered focusing on images of Graffiti, and was a great reminder that worship is
something we all join together to “do”. Wonderfully loud music by UHALL filled the
space, and the movement and dance of the weekend began.

Saturday morning, the keynote speaker, Maggie Theiss from Brooks, Alberta began by
sharing with the large group gathered, two huge words; CONFLICT and CHALLENGE.
The stage was set. By using video clips, dramas presented by youth from Brooks, some
humour, some personal insights, prayer, music, and a lot of energy and movement by
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the youth, all gathered explored many challenges in our lives,
and reflected on God’s presence with us, in all of them. Playing
in miniature sand boxes placed in the midst of the youth, was a
vivid reminder of the images our footsteps and handprints make
in the sand, and how shifting and short lasting they are. And all
around the Gathering Space, signs of the youth’s artistic
imaging began to appear.

Sunshine on Saturday afternoon warmed the space, and the
hearts of all present. A challenging Bible study encouraging the
youth to reflect on the morning’s message got many talking and
considering God’s presence and love for His beloved sons and
daughters. Relays, scripture, prayer and sharing helped bring
the message into clearer focus. One brave group was even
heard singing “Jesus Loves Me”, inserting their names in the
midst of it, as a reminder that it is good to be childlike, but not
childish as we live as God’s Graf’s in our world!*

Maggie Theiss

Some brave souls climbed the Rock Wall, some watched movies, played wild games of
cards, walked around the lake, and generally relaxed and celebrated being together in
the midst of God’s creation.

An evening of a wild wide game of sticks, followed by a campfire filled with crazy antics,
reflective songs, and a whole lot of fun, made the first complete day of the gathering a
great experience for all.

Sunday donned bright and sunny, and
after breakfast we gathered together to
hear from Maggie once again and to
worship as a loud and energetic
community. The most memorable part of
the morning gathering included Maggie
standing in a pool, being soaked by
buckets of water, and being painted via
water pistols filled with colour, as a
reminder of the dirt and the mess that the
world sometimes throws at us. As we
exited the gathering space, all were
invited and encouraged to mark one
another with shaving cream crosses. All
participants had been given white t-shirts prior to the service, and they quickly became
canvas for the budding artwork of the graffs!

The afternoon provided a time for workshops with the Bishop, learning about our Synod,
with the Band and with Karen T, doing drama and improv activities, discussing how
youth can share their faith, and the importance of missions. Teams gathered for Bible
study, then time for more organized games, walks, movies, and time to get to know one
another.
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The evening concluded with yet one more large gathering, and a candlelight worship
service. As each participant was marked with a cross, with a symbol, and handed a lit
candle, the reflection of what it means to be people of God, shone brightly before us.

All too rapidly the weekend came to an end on Monday, ending with an active and

. powerful communion worship service. Towering over the
‘ altar was the 8 foot by 6 foot cross that was created out
of graffitied panels of six colours representing the
liturgical seasons of the church. The panels formed into
a cross and entered the worship space as a
processional cross. This cross will travel to events and
churches as a sign of our youth’s involvement and
mission within our church. Loud singing and dancing,
rapt attention to Maggie’s closing message, many hugs,
prayers, and of course, the sharing of our Lord’s supper,
sent us on our way to return to homes as “GRAFFS
FOR GOD” prepared to leave our mark in powerful and
positive ways, to God'’s glory.

Many thanks to God, to Maggie, to the Committee, to
the Synod Staff, and to all who joined together to make
“Graffiti for the Lord” possible. We carry on with a strong image of the youth and adults
of our church, working together to further the message and image of our God, in the
world... AMEN

Article and photos by Rev. Dawn Nelson

Marcus Busch and Margaret Sadler — in Phnom Penh, C  ambodia
Getting settled and touched by this place.

From August 2007 to August 2008, Marcus Busch and Margaret Sadler (Hosanna
Lutheran Church, Edmonton) are serving as communications consultants with the
Lutheran World Federation country program in Cambodia. Below is a scaled down
version of their monthly summary.

Margaret writes...

What a difference a
month makes. We
arrived in Cambodia
SO green, so naive,
and a month later
we've learned so

Photo by Tim Busch much. Yet it's doubtful

“These are we'll ever know "Why".
d It is a stunningly i ; ;

W_arm an beautiful country with - : : g we -
frlendly smiling gentle people, “Russian Federation Boulevard (or some such nam

with the beautiful frangipani (aka plumeria). They look their
people WhO ;Vgﬁer;]%\geuzugf;er:ggide best in the morning, but they smell the best during the

. afternoon ride home.”
gal"lvee”issl;]ffered Khmers star\/ing and All photos for this article courtesy of Margaret and Marcus
killing Khmers during
experience...”
9 1
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those awful years from 1975 to 1979. Yet the children
we pass on our way to the Killing Fields are happy in
the country of their own imaginations-the little boy
beating time on his thighs to music only he can hear;
the little girl laughing and dancing her way down the
rain-rutted road. Phnom Penh shows its history, and
while much of the city was destroyed by the Khmer
Rouge, today's manicured gardens in boulevards and
traffic circles show a civic pride that we have not seen
in other developing countries.

These are warm and friendly people who have
suffered a hellish experience — particularly for three
years, eight months, and 20 days between April 1975
and January 1979. Other events before and since
have shattered lives, and yet they know how to
welcome and care for us, strangers in their midst.

' .\; .
“A view of our city from the rooftop of the
Sorya shopping mall straight east to the

Tonle Sap River.”

We're trying to learn some Khmer so we can thank
(ar kuhn) all those who help us each day and to say
hello (sua s'dei) when we meet them next time. Boran taught us to add arun to sua s'dei,
so perhaps that means "good morning". Each morning at 7:45 Boran, our driver, waits
for us at our door with his trusty tuk tuk (a 90cc motorbike pulling a two-wheeled cart
decked out with roof and two bench seats facing each other) and delivers us about 10
minutes later at the LWF office.

One day, we were a newly gathered
Communications Team of four, looking
for a way to work together. While the
three communications experts leaped
toward products (Maia and | leaning
toward the strategic plan and Ratna
seeing the website, the annual report,
and perhaps some short videos), the
social worker drew us back to team
building. In our first meeting, we set a
schedule for Marcus's initial getting-to-
know-you session, a first session on
~— . = strategic planning with grad student
Left to r_|ght— Leak Ratna, Marcus Busch, Margaret Sadler, Maia's tools regular biweekly briefing
and Maia Kahlke Lorentzen ’
sessions, and the possibility of field
trips to the projects later in September.

Marcus distributed three questions for
our team-building session: What
personal and professional paths have
brought you to this time and place?
What gifts do you bring to this
position? What hopes do you have for
the Communications Unit in one year?
Marcus modeled for us how the
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guestions might be answered. Maia
followed with stories of her life in
Denmark and her communications
studies at the University of
Copenhagen. | followed (with some
help from Marcus to get me through
the family part). Then Ratna began,
"And now my bitter story".

After our stories of safe and secure
childhoods, of privileged educations,
and comfortable lives, Ratna shared
part of his story. Even so, he started
with the last question and worked his
way back to the first. Ratha was six
in 1975, a member of a village family
and therefore able to stay with his
parents. Each member of the family
worked hard and ate meals
communally, but they also secretly
grew cassava around their house
and that's what kept them alive. His
parents, working in the rice fields that
were harvested for the Chinese,
stole handfuls of rice at the risk of
death. Every other family did the
same thing when they could. As it
was, Ratna's sister died of starvation.
When the Vietnamese took over in
1979, after five years without any
schools, only children under 10 could
start school. His father falsified
Ratna's birth certificate so he could
go to school. Ratna valued that
education. He worked hard, moving
in to Phnom Penh to finish high
school and study further. Even
though learning English was against
the law at the time, he found ways to
study privately with tutors and
eventually taught English to others.
To his role as Communications
Coordinator, Ratna brings an MBA
from the National University of
Management, Phnom Penh.

Although we'd been told that
Cambodians don't want to talk about
the past, Ratna was not the first to
share his story of those years from
1975 to 1979. When you ask people

Recently, Marcus and Margaret were able to go on
their first two field visits. After their first day,
Margaret writes, “From 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. we
entered another realm. It's hard to believe we
were just gone for one day.”

“We had the
opportunity to visit a
partner household
(PH), see their
development plans,
visit their gardens,
watch them feed their
hens and chickens,
inspect their fishpond,
and be commandeered
into performing an
interview!”

These people are
showing off their
partner household
plans.

“Keo Yoeun and her
husband Nim Eng have
six children from an 18-
year-old girl to twin
four-year-old boys.
Because of their good
progress, they will
graduate from partner
household status at the
end of 2007. Obviously
it is still difficult to make
ends meet at this
household.”

“Sar Yen, 54, is a widow with 10 children. In 2003, her husband died
of malaria--a completely preventable and treatable disease by our
standards. A benefit of being a PH is a supply of mosquito nets for
everyone in the household. Yen's four oldest are married and live in
the village. She lives with her six youngest, from nine years old and
up. All the youngest study in public school up to grade nine. Her
household drawings from 2004 to 2007 note the addition of a
compost shed, a hen house, a fish pond, and a bore hole. The
vegetable garden near T T
the well is yet to be Il 1l |
planted, but the children
just went out today to buy
fish for the pond.” Yen
says raising hens is the
best thing about being a
PH. “LWF provided five
hens and she had to give
away the first 10 chicks to )
two other families (five chicks each). Every three months, Yen has
five to 10 chickens to sell. She never eats eggs; the hens are just for
breeding. “
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how old they were then, they only give one age — the age they were in April 1975, as if
time stood still at that point. Pol Pot called it Year Zero. As tourists, we have visited Toul
Sleng and the Killing Fields. Toul Sleng had been a high school but Pol Pot turned it into
the largest detention and torture centre in the country, run by Duch, currently awaiting
trial in prison. A trial that, despite the best efforts of the UN, may never happen due to
the obfuscations of the Cambodian government. Most of those detained and tortured in
Toul Sleng — many intellectuals, professionals, people who wore glasses and those with
soft hands — were transported to the largest killing field just a few kilometres outside the
city at Cheoung Ek. The tour guides at both Toul Sleng and Cheoung Ek are well
educated in the history of the Khmer Rouge as well as the current status of former
Khmer Rouge cadres and the efforts of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia <www.eccc.gov.kh> to bring them to justice.

One month and we're settling well.
Having a home base is key to
productivity and we are happily
ensconced on Street 108 in a two-
bedroom, two-bathroom apartment.
It is a large bright airy space with a
wall of north-facing windows and a
constant supply of geckos. Equally
important is the "western" kitchen.
Rather than a dark little room at the
back of the dwelling, it's in the
middle of the apartment and open to
the dining room and living room. We
think we have the perfect location: a
“We're in the building with the blue roof, just right of centre. Our Khmer neighbourhood, with a
flat (second level up from the ground) is hidden behind the trees.” Khmer market at the end of the
block, but another block beyond that
(toward the river) a tourist area with an incredible array of restaurants (with menus in
English). Just to the north of us is Wat Phnom, sitting on the only hill in the city and
giving its name to the city. It is both a tourist attraction and an important religious space
for Buddhists.

Another important element of establishing ourselves is Each day we are
finding a worshipping community. So far we've worshipped | blessed beyond
with Anglicans and Catholics. We caught Morning Prayer measure and

at the small Anglican service so missed the liturgical core :
which grounds %s each Saturday evening with tr?e gratefu' f9r this
Catholics, a large congregation meeting in the conference | OPpOrtunity to
hall of the World Vision offices. We don't know all the serve in such a
choruses, but some are familiar from our year in the vibrant setting.”
Nouakchott Evangelical Church.

Between Maly, our house helper, and Boran, we have good people to help us with the
basics. With the office of LWF, we have more good people to help us learn about the
culture and help us accomplish our assignment while we are here.

Each day we are blessed beyond measure and grateful for this opportunity to serve in
such a vibrant setting. The coming month promises to be as exciting as we will visit
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some of the LWF-Cambaodia projects, beginning with the closest, easily reached in a

day.

Thank you for the ways you support us, too.

Peace,
Margaret & Marcus in Phnom Penh

Specialized Ministries
Gathering

October 5th was the 20th gathering
of those called to specialized
ministries in the Synod. Often these
people cannot easily connect with
their colleagues in ministry as they
are called to unique locations such

Parish nurse Elnora Hibbert talking to spiritual director Faith Nostbakken.

Photo by Sharon Villetard

as health care centres, educational institutions and prison ministry. The chaplains' day
allows for sharing concerns and ideas and for the synod office to provide a day of
interaction, appreciation and support for these people.

The following people attended this year's

event:
Signi Bruner - pastoral care worker,
Bethany Group, Camrose
Deaconess Julie Hink - Chaplain,
Good Samaritan Society, Millwoods
Dr. Faith Nostbakken - Spiritual
Director, Edmonton
Rev. Dr. Vern Begalke - Director,
Pastoral Care, Grande Prairie
Rose Aline Begalke - parish nurse
(retired)
Rev. Norman Lentz - chaplain,
Bethany Care, Camrose
Elnora Hibbert - parish nurse, Risen
Lord, Edmonton
Rev. Dale Olson - Chaplain, Good
Samaritan Society
Mabel Woo - Chaplain, Bethany
Care Society, Red Deer
Rev. Chris Nojonen - Chaplain,
Good Samaritan Society, Rocky
Mountain House
Virginia Burke - diaconal ministry
candidate
Rev. Erland Nord - retired, ministry
to Muslims

By Sharon Villetard
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IS A PUBLICATION

OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE
TERRITORIES.

ITS PURPOSE IS...

...to connect the people and congregations of our
synod.

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people,
places and mission of the congregations in our
synod.

...to help us learn from each other and encourage
each other in our work for Jesus Christ.

SusmIT articles and photos about the life, work and
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
editor, Lisa Rude at:

lisa.rude@telus.net

324 Woodfield Pl. SW

Calgary, AB T2W 3Y1

403.686.7311
Please include name, phone number and email or
address with all submissions. All submissions will
also be considered for the ABT Synod section in
Canada Lutheran.

IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta

and the Territories. Photocopies in whole of
may be made for use in the
congregations of our synod. may not be

republished in print or posted to a website, either in
whole or in part, without the express permission of
the Synod — abtsynod@elcic.ca.
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