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Grace, Mercy and Peace

“Grace, mercy and peace from
God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ”. As a boy, | heard
those words on a weekly basis,
coming from the pulpit high and
lifted up, spoken by the pastor
destined to be my long-time spiritual mentor.
Having heard the Gospel of the day, | and my
fellow-worshippers remained standing —
anticipating the bestowal of this benediction
before “the” benediction upon us. Grace. Mercy.
Peace. From our God. From our Lord Jesus
Christ. Yes, those were — and have always been
— the right words. In not hearing them, one longs
for them. Or perhaps better stated, one longs for
what they convey. In an often graceless and
ungracious world, let there be grace. God's
grace. Grace is only God-born. Grace is what we
long for. It is one of the three key words in that
passage from Ephesians in the Bible that defines
us as Lutherans (revisit Ephesians 2: 8, 9). The
three key words are “grace”, “faith”, and “gift” (of
God).

And let there be mercy. God’s mercy. Mercy is
what one needs when one doesn’t know the
expected answer, when one has been rebellious,
uncaring, hurtful, when one has nothing with
which to pay the debt owed.

And let there be peace. God's peace. The
peace which surpasses human understanding,
and has the power to keep our hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus to the very end — and beyond.
This was St. Augustine’s paean to peace: “Even
understood as one of the fleeting things of earth,
no sweeter word is heard, no more desirable
wish is longed for, and no better discovery can
be made than this gift.”

+Ronald B. Mayan, Bishop
Synod of Alberta and the Territories
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Around the Synod
Vacation Bible School

Consider giving a gift to your child, grandchild or a friend’s child and connect them with Vacation
Bible School. Most VBS programs include songs, stories, games, crafts and much more. In the
lazy, hazy days of summer, VBS can spice up life for a child and give their parents a much-
needed break. Call local churches in your area for more information.

Retreat Of Our Own

A Retreat of Our Own is open to everyone, clergy or lay, Lutheran or other. It
will take place September 28-30, 2007 in Canmore. The speaker will be Dr.
Christian Eberhardt , Associate Professor of New Testament Studies and
Director of Cross Cultural/Globalization Program at Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Saskatoon. Dr. Eberhardt will discuss New Testament
Perspectives on the Atonement. All participants are responsible for their own
accommodation. Please help us with planning the event by registering early.
For more information call Tom or Dianne Kieren at 780 434-0081 or Dave or
Gail Stolee at 780 672-9442.

Vi
Photo by Lisa Rude

Youth Leaders Retreat

A one-day retreat for youth leaders will be held at Peace Lutheran Church,
Innisfail on September 29, 2007.This day is for both paid and volunteer youth
leaders. Pastor Peter Van Katwyk will describe how leading peer groups,
such as the youth, is not about programs.... it is about vital relationships. The
challenge will be to resist hiding behind a packaged program and instead
learning more about how developing relational skills will empower your
ministry and bring lasting personal rewards. There is a $25 registration fee per
person. This includes a light lunch at noon.

Photo courtesy of

Faith in the Public Life Arena - LPA Course ABT Synod website

“Why are we involved in politics?” Explore and discuss how our national church works for justice,
and a variety of ways that your congregation can work to address hunger, poverty and injustice
locally and globally. Learn why Christians are concerned about issues such as our use of fresh
water, HIV-AIDS; environmental impact on Mexico by Canadian companies...and more. This
course, led by Joyce Zutter , will take place at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Red
Deer at 9:00 a.m. on October 20, 2007. Please register by calling the synod office.

Conference Conventions

October 12-13 — Northern Conference Convention at Hope, Edmonton
October 20 — West Central Conference Convention at Bethany, Dickson
November 3 — Southern Conference Convention in Lethbridge

November 10 — South West Conference Convention at Prince of Faith, Calgary
November 17 — East Central Conference Convention
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Shepherd of the Hills Community Supper

We had another wonderful community supper at Shepherd of
the Hills on June 27th. Shepherd of the Hills started these
community suppers in February 2006. We began on thelst and
3rd Wednesdays, alternating with another church, and then got
several other churches on board, so we could offer suppers
every Wednesday evening. When | arrived to open the church
on this particular evening, an hour before supper, there were
already two little girls from the apartments waiting at the front doors, both 8 years old. The one
girl had been coming with her mom and 2 older brothers for some months now. Since the mom
got an evening job, the kids had been coming on their own. This time, the 8-year-old girl brought
a friend. | had bought some new balls, one of them the size of a large exercise ball, and the girls
were delighted to grab them out of the car trunk. They played on the front lawn while | started to
set up.

il Y

Photo courtesy of ABT Synod website

A couple of students from the Student House, Jill and John, soon arrived, and brought in the
food that Jill had planned--fish and chips,
watermelon, ice-cream, cookies. One of the
local social workers brought salad fixings
and we were ready to go.

Our guests, 20 or 25 in total, included the
usual "rag-tag army" of God's special ones-
-the woman still looking for affordable
housing, the single bachelors who live
alone and rarely shave, the older women
who enjoy watching the kids play, and the
lost, the lonely, the grieving, the
dispossessed. A group photo of this diverse
collection of humanity would amaze the
cover of a denominational magazine!

Photo by Lisa Rude

Just before we said grace, an 11-year-old boy asked me to announce that he and his family
were moving to Ontario "next Wednesday, at 12:30." He and his mom, dad, brother and sister
have been delightful guests at the suppers and have added much sparkle to the gatherings. A
new visitor was the first to arrive and the last to leave. At age 57, he had once owned a home in
Forest Lawn, which he had inherited from his Mom, but had lost, due to financial problems. He
had lived on the streets for two summers now, and had slept in an abandoned school bus the
night before. Meek and mild, and incredibly endearing, he told me at the end of the evening that
God was surely taking care of him, for God had led him to the supper that night. He was
disappointed to learn that we were taking a summer break from the suppers, and the next one
wasn't until September. However, he remarked, "This is the perfect start to my summer; and it's
so good to meet such kind people."”

At the end of the evening | had two guests in my car, driving them who knows where--as they
didn't know where they'd be sleeping that night.

There were many kind volunteers, at least a half-dozen folks last night, working in the kitchen,
visiting with the guests, and playing with the kids outside. One of our volunteers will be going
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back to the church today to clean up what's left of the mess--yes, bringing a bit of God's banquet
table down from heaven to earth is a messy business, as there are crumbs on the carpet, sticky
watermelon juice on the tables, and chocolate ice cream on the front sidewalk--but it's all worth
it.

As it says in Isaiah 55:1, “Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.”

So, we of the Wednesday suppers provide food and drink to those without money, and it ends
up being an experience beyond price, because we are sharing the love and presence of Christ.
Thanks be to God for all our guests, and our volunteers. The stated mission of our Lutheran
denomination is to be "In Mission for Others," and with the help of many volunteers (and five
different church groups) we are fulfilling that call. Thank-you to the Roman Catholic Church ,
Bow Waters Community Church , Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran , Faith Lutheran Student
House, and Maranatha Christian Reformed Church , for taking turns with the suppers.

May God keep us safe until we meet again in September, so that we can continue this mission!

By Pastor Klaus Ohlhoff (Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Calgary and Campus Chaplain
at University of Calgary)

CLWR - Goats For Zambia

The Northern Conference Challenge

At the Northern
Conference Convention
last fall, Rev. Bill
Bulger from Grace
Lutheran Church in
Hinton, Alberta told a
story of CLWR'’s work
with the villagers of
Zambia, and how the
villagers respond to the
gifts given to them. We
were told that $60.00
Canadian, when
donated through CLWR
would buy a family a
pair of goats. These goats would breed and produce more
goats, as well as milk and other products. The family
would sell the additional goats and products and then use
the money to buy other needed items. The agreement was
that when the family’s herd had increased by a certain
percentage, they were to give a pair of goats from their
herd to a family in a neighbouring village, who were expected to share with another family in
another village as their herd grew. It was a wonderful example of sharing God’s gifts with others.
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Outgoing Dean, Rev. Tim Posyluzny, was so moved by the generosity displayed by these
villagers that he requested an impromptu offering be taken to buy some goats for Zambia. Over
$2,000.00 in offering and pledges was collected in a 5-minute span. The money was forwarded
to the synod office, which in
turn sent it to CLWR
earmarked “Goats for
Zambia”.

Goats for Zambia is a
practical, inexpensive, and
very helpful way for us to
share God'’s gifts with others.
For more information on how
to donate financial gifts for the
Goats for Zambia initiative
contact the synod office or
CLWR directly.

Honoring the Sabbath can
mean sharing God’s gifts with
others.

' Phoiby Re. Bill Bulger -

Yours in Christ
Rev. Laird Borst (Dean Northern Conference of the ABT Synod)

The “Amazing Graze”

Golden Valley Lutheran Church of Viking, Alberta has taken on “The Amazing Graze” goat
challenge. The World Mission Committee proposed the “Pass On The Gift” goat project from
CLWR to their congregation of approximately
100 families, with the goal of donating one pair
of goats for each family unit.

The ultimate goal of this project is more
than just the initial donation of a pair of goats to
a Zambian family. They in turn will donate one
of their goat’s first offspring, which is then
paired with another goat and given to another
family in a neighbouring village. The recipient
family then donates their first offspring, which
is again paired, and the gift giving continues
and is multiplied throughout the country. Hybrid
goats produce 1.3 litres of milk each day and

e are able to reproduce every six months.
World Mission Comrﬁiteeer;bers Mabelhompson (left) Vlllagers will have milk for their chlldr(-;n,
and Dorothy Hafso (right) receive donation from Brayden and manure for gardens, meat for the fam||y1 and
Quinton Zarski. Photo courtesy of Golden Valley Lutheran eventually receive some income from the sale
Chureh. of meat.

On Feb. 18, (Mission Sunday) not only did members have the privilege of hearing World
Mission Prayer League aide workers from Afghanistan, David and Kirsti Haugen , they were
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greeted by 2 pygmy goats in the foyer. The goats were in a wire cage with a large gift-wrapped
box on top that read, “Pass On The Gift". The children thought it was great as the congregation
strained to listen to the sermon amidst the bleating
of the baby goats.

The project is being promoted through the
use of a bulletin board display in the parish hall
featuring green fields and rolling hills dotted with
white paper goats (each one representing a
donated pair). In one month, 33 pairs were
donated (1/3 of the congregation’s goal). As of
June 26 the congregation has raised enough to
purchase 105 pairs of goats. We'd like to
Cha”enge cher parlshes in the ELCIC to joinusin Over 100 pairs of goats grazing on the hills of Zambia.
the “Amazing Graze”. Photo courtesy of Golden Valley Lutheran Church.

By Colleen Loveseth (Golden Valley Lutheran Church, Viking - World Missions Committee)
Retreat of Our Own

As people checked in on Friday night for the third annual Retreat of our Own in Canmore, each

; was asked to choose a piece of river rock
and on one side write their name and on the
other a word or phrase about what it will take
to bring justice in the world. Later, as we
went to Holden Evening Prayer, we placed
our rocks name-side up on the altar. We
were there offering ourselves, eager to learn,
appreciating some time away from our
busyness, and waiting to see where God
would lead us.

Turning over

our rocks
Gois told us that
“The world is charged with the grandeur of God” i
(Gerard Manley Hopkins) .tO b_rlng .
justice will

need lots of discussion and listening, trust, imagination,
respect, love, humility, stillness, grace, compassionate
understanding, an end to poverty, goodwill, smaller bombs,
honesty, acceptance for all, safety for children, prayer, Christ’s
love, an end to over-consumption, and new eyes.

Presenter Rev. Dr. Dittmar Mundel picked up on the idea of
new eyes to introduce the importance of studying the prophets
and of cultivating a “prophetic imagination.” He challenged us to
wrestle with the devotions of our hearts. That to which we are
truly devoted influences how we see life. We need to ensure

. Rev. Dr. Dittmar Mundel
that the devotions of our hearts are connected to God. Photos courtesy of Retreat of Our Own.
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Our cultural influences are very strong. Four hundred billion dollars a year is spent on
advertising. Our hearts are influenced in many directions. How many times a year do we read
the prophets? What do we do with them when we do
read them? How do we begin to understand what they
might have to say to us today?

The prophets arose 700BC to 540 BC at a time when
Israel gave in to the temptation. They wanted to become
like many other nations rather than remembering their
relationship to God. God loved them and called them to
be different - to be measured by a different norm, to
fulfill their true calling. Amos, the justice prophet, was
writing “rough words in a smooth time.” “Amos criticizes
the politics, religion, economics, and morality of his time
because it lacks or blocks justice.

It was a time of prosperity and expansion much like our
own. Will we break out of our own secure smugness or
collapse under our own excess? Jesus invites us into a
new, more just life, where we can be a blessing rather
than numb oppressors.

After a relaxing afternoon hiking, sleeping, talking, and
relaxing, we returned for a look at Hosea. If the image
from Amos was the plumb line, the key to Hosea is love. In Dr. Mundel’s words, God wants a
steadfast love, not one that disappears like the morning dew, from the people of the covenant.
What “other lovers are we chasing after in our consumer culture? How can God renew the
marriage bond with us, except in the desert places of our lives?” To what are we in bondage?

Worship plays an important part in the
retreat. Friday evening began with
Jon Stolee leading Holden Evening
Prayer, which has become our
favourite way of moving into the
retreat. On Saturday evening
Jonathan and Michelle Hawkins led
us in Marty Haugen'’s and Susan
Briel's beautiful new communion
service, “Unfailing Light.” Sunday’s
worship involved many of the
participants using prayers for the
World Day of Peace.

In our session Sunday morning, we
opened Isaiah for a bit of prophetic
energizing. Again in Dr. Mundel’s
words, “In the midst of despair or
apathy in the face of all the destructive forces unleashed in the world, prophecy energizes those
who have ears to hear. Hate, violence and fear do not have the final word in this world.” There is
hope. As God called the people Israel back to him, so we are called to be alternate voices and to
express God’s love to all humanity.

Photos courtesy#of Retreat of Our Own
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A Retreat of Our Own
iS open to everyone,
clergy or lay, Lutheran
or other. Plans are
already underway for
September 28-30,
2007 in Canmore. The
speaker will be Dr.
Christian Eberhardt
Associate Professor of
New Testament
Studies, and Director
of Cross
Cultural/Globalization
Program at Lutheran
Theological Seminary
in Saskatoon. Dr.

Some comments from the anonymous evaluations done a  fter
the 2006 Retreat of Our Own...

“With family commitments, work, etc., it is really the only time in
the year | get for theological challenge and reflection with a
different variety of people outside my usual world. The quality of
the speakers is very high.”

“This is a chance to explore the Bible in some depth. For
example, why the prophets wrote as they did. It gives me a better
sense of the significance of the Bible to life today.”

“It is an opportunity to be challenged a bit intellectually; and it is a
time set apart to explore who we are as Christians in this world.
The quality of speakers is unequalled.”

Eberhardt will discuss New Testament Perspectives on the Atonement. For information on the
2007 retreat call Tom or Dianne Kieren at 780 434-0081 or Dave or Gail Stolee at 780 672-

9442.

Biennial ELW Convention

The market place was a popular place to gather, browse, and

The ABT Synodical ELW held their Biennial
Convention June 1-3, at the Red Deer College
in Red Deer, Alberta. Approximately 50 women
participated in a weekend filled with speakers,
meetings, fellowship and special events.

Friday evening included an opening worship
service. Our pianist was Shelley Pfeiffer .
During the service, Pastor Faith Brace of
Airdrie shared a bit of her recent experiences
in ministry. Her compassion and dedication to
ministry impacted all gathered and gave us

much to think about within our own parishes,
and in caring for our clergy.

Saturday morning dawned early with breakfast
on Dandilion decorated tables, then on to
Singspiration led by Dianne Mayan , and a
Bible Study led by Bishop Ron Mayan .
Thoughtful words and reflections helped us to
grasp the “deeper significance” of the theme
verse for the weekend, 2 Corinthians 3:18. The
business portion of the meeting followed,
electing a new executive for the Synodical
ELW, and discussing the ongoing actions and
ministry of our ELW organization. We heard

visit with one another between sessions. from the National ELW President, Betty St.
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Onge, of the start of the plans for the National Convention to be held in Calgary in 2008, and of

Rev. Kevin Ree

Steve Bell - Photos by
Pastor Dawn Nelson

Hope, Rejoicing in Suffering” based on the day’s texts.

In the evening, a
delicious banquet was
served, including the
singing of “Happy
Birthday” to our Bishop.
This was followed by a
relaxing concert by Steve Bell ,
a Canadian Singer/Song
Writer/ Guitarist who has won
Juno awards. His music was
entertaining, and his story
telling brought smiles to all.

Sunday brought us together to
worship, commune, and say
our good-byes. Bishop Mayan
shared the message with us,
and spoke of “Rejoicing in

He then installed the new executive and we were sent
forth to our homes to carry on the work and ministry of
Lutheran Women in our communities and world.

Many thanks to all who organized the convention and
to all who took part in it.

By Pastor Dawn Nelson (Convention Chaplain)

Good and Faithful Servants

Ruth Bratrud (93 years old) and Connie
Hovland (90 years old) were honoured last
fall for their sixty years of committed service
to the Evangelical Lutheran Women (ELW).
The women of Zion Lutheran Church ELW
(Holden, AB) presented the two ladies with
the “ELW Recognition Pin” and certificate for
their many years of giving unselfishly of their
time and abilities so that a younger
generation of ladies can also benefit from

ELW.

some of the activities and initiatives of our National ELW.

Following lunch, Pastor Kevin Ree guided us through some of
the “Partners in Faith” information, inspiring us to take back the
ideas and possibilities to our home congregations.

ELW Elections

A big thank you to those who served

on the past Synod ELW Executive:
President - Kathy Budgell
Vice President/Program -
Donna Christensen
Secretary - June Donst
Treasurer - Janice Newman

Welcome to those elected to the new
Synod ELW Executive:
President — Donna
Christensen
Vice President/Program —
Diane Kilbourne
Secretary — none elected
(June Donst will continue until
a new person is appointed)
Treasurer (until Dec. 31/07) —
Janice Neuman
Treasurer (after Jan 1/08) —
Ava Nickel

(Reported by Kathy Budgell)

]
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o by Bonnie H;ﬁékson
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Lutherans Recognized for Service in Edmonton

In 1970, Augustana Lutheran Church in Edmonton was one of four downtown churches
(together with All Saints’ Anglican, First Baptist and McDougall United) which became the
founding churches of the Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation (E4C) . These four
churches, together with two others which subsequently joined — St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic
and Christ Church Anglican — acted because they and their clergy were convinced that the
Christian church, irrespective of denomination, had a mission in providing a “ministry of
presence” in downtown Edmonton.

Since 1970 Augustana has strongly and intentionally maintained its commitment to this ministry,
with financial support and by providing people who directed and supported the E4C on its Board
of Directors. From its inception in 1970 the E4C has grown to be one of Edmonton’s principle

social ministry organizations, based in faith and action. Its web-site www.e4calberta.org states:

“E4C is a human services organization that works towards changing lives and building
stronger communities by:

1 Feeding hungry people

2 Providing affordable housing

3 Offering safety and support

4 Providing parenting and early education support
EAC is: a diverse, vital, proactive, creative and innovative organization. We help make
things happen by working with people, interest groups, sister organizations, mandated
authority and the community at large. We are focused on people. We help and support
individuals and the community in undergoing change. In this action, we demonstrate
compassion, collaboration and commitment.”

E4C operates with an annual budget in the order of $10 million.

At its recent Annual General Meeting, three Lutherans were among those honoured by the

Corporation, in recognition of their contributions to the Edmonton community through E4C:
1 Pastor Art Holmes , retired and living in the Unites States, is a former parish pastor
and one-time Development Director for Camrose Lutheran College (how Augustana
Faculty, U of A). Art was the first full-time Executive Director, serving for more than ten
years. He was very influential in giving E4C its form and operational model and in
establishing the initial contacts from which its work could grow. “Holmes Place”, 9515 -
110A Avenue NW, a residence which provides transitional shelter for women, was
named in recognition of Art. Art was
not able to attend the occasion.
2 Rev. Martin Garber-Conrad , now @) E4 C
the President and CEO of the Changing s Grong Comminty
Edmonton Community Foundation, is a
rostered pastor in our synod and a
former parish pastor. Martin
succeeded Art Holmes as Executive
Director, serving for almost 20 years.
With his energy and contacts with
public bodies and within the
community, he worked with the Board

and many agencies to build E4C'’s role Carl Sorensen and Rev. Martin Garber-Conrad
Photo courtesy of Augustana Lutheran Church.
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and work, as well as that of the other agencies. “G-C Place”, 9355 - 103 Avenue NW, a
12-unit apartment providing bachelor suites for low income individuals, was named in
recognition of Martin.

3 Carl Sorensen , is a member of Augustana Lutheran Church and a long-time City of
Edmonton employee. Through his work with the City, his membership at Augustana
Lutheran Church, and his involvement in church-wide organizations, Carl was convinced
early on that the Christian church should and could have a vital role in working with and
serving the people of downtown Edmonton. He saw this as being facilitated through
collaboration of various denominations. Carl is a long-time member of the Corporation,
and served for many years on its Board and in its Executive positions. Carl was there
when Art Holmes was hired and as President when Martin Garber-Conrad was hired.
Carl is a current member of the ELCIC’s National Church Council. “Sorensen Place”,
9359 - 104 Avenue NW, a 17-unit apartment providing independent living for people with
a history of mental iliness, was named in recognition of Carl.

Submitted by Augustana Lutheran Church, Edmonton
Relay for Life — Lord of All Lutheran

Lord of All Lutheran Church in Strathmore AB took

up the invitation to participate in the Third Annual . A . .

Relay for Life this year, and an energetic team of "'1_ i} ,‘F‘ ; A

26 members registered to hike around a quarter - At et 3

mile track for 12 hours. Gathered under a large § 1 CleAs M)
S EiEen AN

Cryvsras Kidge |

tent, with lots of munchies, enthusiasm and
energy, the group hiked and visited. For four and a
half hours, they were a very visible team in the
local scene, until the event was evacuated
because of severe thunderstorms.

The team raised over $8800, earning them a
spot as a "SILVER TEAM". Most have already
indicated a strong desire to be a part of the
team again next year! What a great way for a
congregation to grow and serve and celebrate
together in the community!

Submitted by Rev. Dawn Nelson (Lord of All
Lutheran, Strathmore)

Photos by Rev. Dawn Nelson

Marcus Busch and Margaret Sadler

From August 2007 to August 2008, Marcus Busch and Margaret Sadler (Hosanna Lutheran
Church, Edmonton) will be serving as communications consultants with the Lutheran World
Federation country program in Cambodia.
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Margaret says, “This is our third year-long venture of
service, facilitated by Marcus's participation in the
Edmonton Public Schools deferred salary leave plan.
We can't put a dollar value on the adventures we
have and the people we meet. Our first took us to
northern Japan, a well developed country, where we
did the typical English teaching, although in a
church-run agency. The second time we were braver
and ventured to west Africa and the mostly Saharan
country of Mauritania, 99.6% Muslim. (In contrast,
Cambodia is about 99.6% Buddhist.) After our
experience in Mauritania, we were sold on working
with Lutheran World Federation, an international
development agency with country programs in the
areas of greatest need around the world.”

Photo by Tim Busch

While the job description for Margaret's position in
Cambodia begins,...

“The Communications Coordinator assists in the development of effective communications
strategies and facilitates public relations. This involves communications for advocacy
campaigns, support for proposal, guidelines and report writing, website management and
program documentation.”

...the details go on to list tasks that would require a team of communications professionals!
Although Marcus may work with Margaret some of the time, David Mueller , in charge of the
LWF-Cambodia office, has noted Marcus's résumé and will be involving him in training LWF-
Cambodia's staff, particularly in areas concerning HIV/AIDS and violence in the family.

Please pray for Marcus and Margaret over this next year and watch for updates on their mission
in future issues of “Celebrations”.

A Quilting Springboard

A quilting group has been active at Hosanna Lutheran Church in Edmonton for more years than
anyone remembers — at least 35! Through those years, the faces have changed but the good
work has not. An average of 15 ladies meet each Wednesday morning during the fall and winter,
making patchwork quilts and knitted or crocheted blankets from new and used material donated
by congregational members and friends. Additional people work at home, cutting patches,
sewing, knitting and crocheting. Most of the group are from Hosanna, but quite a number are
friends from other neighbouring churches — a great ecumenical group! Recently, more than 500
quilts have been completed each year.

The quilting group has always supported Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) , shipping
many boxes of blankets to be distributed around the world. A number of years ago, the group
decided that rather than sending quilts away, they would sell them here and send the money!
So, twice a year, the Hosanna Quilters have a show and sale of quilts and other handcrafted
items. Most of the money is still donated to CLWR. From just the two sales in 2006, the group
was able to send $1600.00 towards a project providing seeds in Bolivia. Another $1100.00 went
to provide bicycles in Zambia for birthing attendants, teachers and HIV workers who use bicycles
in their daily work.
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In addition to CLWR, two local organizations each received $250 this season. The one, Jasper
Place Health and Wellness Centre , is a newly opened drop-in and warming centre in west
Edmonton. The other, The City of Edmonton Community Services Health for Two program,

is a support program for pregnant and new mothers.

Many quilts are still given
away in our own community to
organizations such as
Misericordia Hospital Social
Services , Compassion
House , Health for Two
program, the Mustard Seed
inner city ministry, and the
Jasper Place Health and
Wellness Centre . A few are
given to the Good Samaritan
Society and Change for
Children for their fund raising
activities. Sometimes, through
word of mouth, we hear of

Photo courtesv of Hosanna L utheran Church. Edmonton

needy families or individuals
who are readily provided with warm blankets.

For more information about the Hosanna
Quilting Group, contact the church office at
780.483.3932 or
office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.

By Johanna Borle (Administrative Secretary,
Hosanna Lutheran Church, Edmonton)

If you liked the story about the Hosanna
Quilters, check out the children’s books
“The Quiltmaker’s Gift” (ISBN 1-57025-
199-1) and “The Quiltmaker's Journey”
(ISBN 0-439-51219-0) written by Jeff
Brumbeau and illustrated by Gail de
Marcken.
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SusmIT articles and photos about the life, work and mission of the congregations of our synod to the

Please include name, phone number and email or address with all submissions. All submissions will also be
considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada Lutheran.
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