Will Our Children
be Stewards?

A lively discussion centered
around the memories of

giving offerings as children
when the facilitator asked,
“What do the children in this congregation now
do about offering?” There was silence and
then embarrassment until one quiet voice
said, “Nothing, | guess. | hadn’t thought about
it until now.”

Quite often there is no Sunday School
offering collected. In many congregations
children leave the worship service for Sunday
School before the offering is given.

Adults of the older generation often begin
their stewardship witness saying “My parents
taught me to tithe.” How many of our children
could say that? If giving is not learned as a
child, they may not give as adults.

Children’s money values are influenced by
the thousands of underlying messages in
advertising we hear each day. According to a
global market research company a staggering
statistic is that 80% of product purchases are
influenced by children! The Church has a
tremendous opportunity, and responsibility, to
create a culture of generosity that teaches a
proportional perspective between earning,
giving, saving, and spending money.

“What are we teaching our children about
stewardship?” is becoming a critical question
for our church. The fact is that we are
teaching them very little.

So, will our children be stewards?
The answer relies largely on the level of
stewardship conversation that we have with
the adults and children in our congregations.
Train a child in the
way he should go,
and when he is old
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