What Does
God Expect
From Us?

As Christians we use a popular term “stewardship.”
When we hear that word we expect that our

leaders want us to give something. It is a word that is
often associated with “tithe,” “generosity,” and “money.”
While these associations are not wrong, stewardship
means much more than simply giving time, talent, and
treasure.

Remember the parable of the talents in chapter 25 of
Matthew’s gospel? Here talents refer to money. But the
word talent is broader than money. It refers to a broad
range of things. If God has given you money—and he
has given some to all of us—then we must receive it as
a trust from him. If he’s given us talents—some kind of
special ability—then we must use that for him. If given a
spiritual gift—and every Christian has at least one—then
we must use that for his kingdom. Each day the Lord
gives us opportunities to serve—at work, at play, with
our family, in the community.

The thing to really remember is that the talents given
to us are a trust. When you put money into a trust
account at the bank, they keep it for you but you expect
to see interest returned to you on that money. God gives
us talents in various forms so that we can be fruitful and
multiply them for the work he has given us to do on his
behalf.

Our response to God’s grace ought to change our
lives. Christ didn’t die only to save our souls. He was
victorious over death so that we might know how to truly
live and also find great joy and purpose in that life. Let's
live and work every day in the certainty that Jesus one
day will say to us, "Well done, good and faithful servant!"
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