
� Meeting un der the theme, “LOL - In Mission
for Oth ers”, 307 del e gates, vis i tors and
guests wor shiped, prayed, de bated,
elected, dined and cel ebrated life to gether
as a syn odical ex pression of the Church.

� Sec ond read ing of a con sti tu tional amend-
ment now grants the same rights and priv i-
leges to our full com munion part ners serving
our con gre ga tions, as the equiv a lent or der
of min istry en joys in this Church.

� Synodical by laws were amended to en cour-
age con gregations to send youn ger del e-
gates to con vention.

� A task force was ap pointed to ad dress
clergy fam ily stress and breakdown.

� A strategy was en gaged to en able
members to more se riously and ef fec-
tively evan ge lize.

� The Task Force on Mar riage, Family
and Hu man Sex u al ity re ported that
they were un able to con tinue mak ing
prog ress to wards a de fin i tive state-
ment. The Bishop and as sembly
thanked them for their hard work.

2008 An nual Report

Dear Synod Family,

We are pleased to of fer you this over view of the

Synod in ac tion in 2008.  One of the privileges of be ing

Bishop is to have the op portunity to be with the various

congregations and clergy of the Synod as they worship and 

meet.  Sometimes I am there to make an of ficial Sunday

morning wor ship visit; sometimes I am there to meet with

a coun cil or a committee; sometimes I am there to work

through a difficult is sue.  But the more peo ple I meet, the

more I am con vinced that the Spirit is alive and well, “in-spiring” (breathing into)

the peo ple of God in each community of faith and service on our territory.  We are

richly blessed with all the re sources we need to do the mission and ministry en -

trusted to us by our Lord Je sus.  Every visit I make con firms this in my heart and

mind.

This Annual Re port is pro vided to show how your be nevolence dol lars have

been spent this past year and what we do to gether as a Synod.  The Synod Coun cil

and I as Bishop are committed to be ac countable to you in a transparent way and to

keep you well in formed.  For your part, we ask for your prayers and your financial

support so we can not only con tinue but en large the mission and ministry ac com-

plished in this Synod.

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel as we walk to gether and work

together in the Spirit of Christ!

Bless ings!

+Ronald B. Ma yan, Bishop

Synod of Alberta and the Ter ritories

� With Global Hun ger & De velopment fund-
ing, we were able to sup port in ner city
homeless pro jects and raise awareness
about pov erty is sues.

� Five sem i nar i ans in the or dained track,
grad u ated from the Lu theran Theo log i cal
Sem i nary.

� Processional torches were de signed and
created for use at synod events.

� A man ual filled with ideas and resources to
as sist with con gre ga tional stew ard ship ef-
forts, was de veloped and dis tributed upon
re quest.

� Bul le tin in serts on stew ard ship and evan-
gelism con tinued to be pro vided through
the mail ings and on the website.

� Two re gional church council workshops un -
der the theme “Hope for the Small Church”
pro vided ses sions use ful to con gre ga tional
lead ers.

� Three day-long courses for lay pas toral as -
sistants served to equip stu dents for ser -
vice in their lo cal par ish.

� New re sources were con tinually added to
the synod’s website - www.albertasynod.ca

� The so cial min is try fa cil i ta tor met with 30
congregations in the synod, with in forma-
tion about social is sues and to strengthen
the role of jus tice ministry.

� Abun dant Life Chi nese Lu theran con gre ga -
tion, Calgary held their first worship ser vice
in Cit adel Park School.

� The Joyce Berg Me morial Fund raised ap -
proximately $1700 for pro jects in the Co -
lombian school that she once served as
mis sion ary.

� Members of the Synod raised ap proxi-
mately $4900 for the school in Sogomosa,
Colombia. Funds were matched by an
anon y mous do nor. 

� Over and above be nev o lence, con gre ga -
tions together des ignated gifts of $522,000
to var i ous min is tries in side and out side of
Can ada.

� A Statement on Marriage, Family and Sex -
uality in the Al berta con text was cir culated
for dis cus sion, re flec tion and re sponse.

2008 Con ven tion High lights

2008 Synod Highlights

VI SION STATE MENT 
In mis sion with oth ers, the con gregations, ros tered lead ers and min istries of 
The Synod of Al berta and the Ter ritories work together in the Spirit of Christ 
to bring the rec onciling love of Je sus Christ to our homes and com munities.



Synod Coun cil:
Rev. Tim Posyluzny, Ed mon ton 
Ste phen Wildfang, Ed mon ton 
Brenda Visser, Barrhead,
Jennifer Laurendeau, Cal gary
Rev. Julianne Barlow, Cal gary
Marilyn Murray, Round Hill 
Rev. Paul McCormick, Pro vost,
Gail Berg, Eckville
Rev. Pe ter Van Katwyk, Innisfail
Nor man Olson, Ed mon ton 
Rev. Bill Bul ger, Hinton 
Wayne Street, Coaldale 
Rev. Julianna Wehrfritz-Hanson,
  Med icine Hat 
Donna Christensen, ELW
  Pres ident

Theo log i cal Ed u ca tion
and Lead er ship 

Rev. Karl Johnsen, Ed mon ton 
Rosealine Begalke, Grande 
  Prairie
Carol Jasperson, Til ley
Dea con ess Julie Hink,
  Ed monton
Rev. Doug Heine, Hinton 
Rev. Ar nold Alksne, Cal gary
Rev. Stewart Miller, Cal gary
Mar cia Vikse, Donalda
Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen

(Sem i nary rep re sen ta tive) 

Ex am in ing Com mit tee 
Judy Gusdal, Wetaskiwin
Rev. Kevin Langager, Tofield
Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen,
   Saskatoon
Rev. Dawn Nel son, Strathmore
Ka ren Triomphe, Ed mon ton 

Re view of Con gre ga-
tional Con sti tu tions

Don Niel sen, Red Deer 
Brenda Visser, Barrhead 
Mark Hambridge, Cal gary
Jon a than Mohr, Camrose 

Worship and Arts
Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer,
  Ed monton
Col leen McGinnis, Wetaskiwin
Car o lyn Speakman, Lethbridge
Tova Olson, Camrose
Rev. Da vid Mueller, Cal gary

Lead er ship 
De vel op ment 

Ron Bennett, Cal gary
Rev. El ea nor Ness, Hugh en den
Janet Charlton, Ed monton

Study con fer ence 
Rev. Faith Brace, Cochrane 
Ca thy Kochendorfer, Ed mon ton 
Rev. Ra chel Dart, Ed monton
Rev. Da vid Holmes, Rimbey 

Partners in Faith 
Rev. James Hendricksen,
  Ed monton
Alan Welde, Hay Lakes 
Rev. Jane Mitchell, Red Deer 

Ca na dian Mis sions
Gail Kai ser, Wetaskiwin
Rev. Jim Bredeson, Stony Plain 
Rev. Barrett Scheske, Med i cine
  Hat 
Rev. Don Hall, Okotoks

Out door Min is try
Rev. Da vid Larsen, Bentley 
Mark Kuntz, Sherwood Park 
Da vid Bragg, Mulhurst
Laureen Wray, Cal gary
Doug Rawling, Claresholm 

World Mission
Ray Blacklock, Camrose 
Lorna and Nor man Jacobsen,
  Arrowwood
Holly John son, Scan dia

Com pan ion Synod

Sub-Com mit tee:

Rev. Den nis Aicken, Cal gary
Marjory Ariza, St. Albert
Mark Hambridge, Cal gary
Doug and Di ane Kilbourn,
  Cochrane 
Rick and Lesley Quast, Cal gary

Cam pus Min is try
Wendy Kalkan, Lethbridge
Rev. John Lentz, Olds
Janine Berg, St. Al bert
Rev. Darryl Roste, Wetaskiwin

Church in So ciety
Joyce Zutter

Stew ard ship 
Lorraine Kalis

Com mu ni ca tions
Lisa Rude, Cal gary
Walter Goos, Leduc 
Rev. Tim Graff, Cal gary
Sharon Thesberg, Leduc 
Rev. Kevin Powell, Lethbridge

Youth
Rev. Kevin Scott, Cal gary
Rev. Markus Wilhelm,
  Ed monton
Dorina Brown, Camrose 
Rev. Dawn Nel son, Strathmore

Lu theran Theo log i cal
Sem i nary Board of
Gov er nors

Marla Mulloy, Red wood
  Mead ows
Rev. Bart Eriksson, Wainwright

2008 2007 2006 2005
Ac tual Ac tual Ac tual Ac tual 

Un au dited Au dited Au dited Au dited 

Rev e nue
Be nev o lence 973,635 1,015,858 995,188 998,422
Other        36,527       18,598       30,757       20,015
To tal Rev e nue $1,010,162 $1,034,456 $1,025,945 $1,018,437

Ex pen di tures
National Church Support 272,618 292,000 290,000 291,740
Sem i nary Sup port 116,000 115,000 115,000 115,000
Pro gram Com mit tees 214,472 205,013 235,125 229,305
Synod Sup port      399,942   380,648      427,265      371,743

To tal Ex pen di tures $1,003,032 $922,661 $1,067,390 $1,007,788

Op er at ing Sur plus (Def i cit)    $      7,130 $  41,795 ($   41,445) $    10,649

Complete au dited fi nancial state ments are available from the Synod Of fice upon re quest af ter April 30.

State ment of Rev e nue and Ex pen di tures

Year ended De cember 31, 2008

With comparative fig ures for 2007, 2006, 2005

ex pla na tion of rev e nue and ex pense items

REV E NUE

Be nev o lence con sists of gifts re ceived pri marily from con gregations for the min istry of the
Synod and Na tional Church. It ex cludes gifts des ignated for spe cial causes or 
appeals. Be nevolence com prises over 90% of the Synod's rev enue in any year.

Other rev e nue con sists of gifts in re sponse to spe cial causes or ap peals, in terest on 
deposits and other re sources.

EX PEN DI TURES

National church sup port is used to fund various na tional ini tiatives of the ELCIC through
the na tional of fice in Winnipeg.

Pro gram com mit tee expenditures fund costs in the var ious ar eas of Wor ship, Witness,
Learning, Ser vice and Support.

Synod sup port in cludes salaries and ben efits for the bishop, two full-time and two
part-time sup port staff, of fice rent and over head costs, insurance, bishop and staff
travel, com munications and ex penses of Synod Coun cil.

Other ex pen di tures in clude ac qui si tion of cap i tal as sets, synod con ven tion net costs,
costs for pas to ral coun sel ing and as sis tance and unbudgeted ex pen di tures.

Where does a Be nevolence Dol lar Go?

Standing Program Committees

Synod Support

Church & Society, Canadian Missions, Theological Education & Leadership,
World Mission, Stewardship, College & University Services, Parish Life

ELCIC - National Church
Social Ministry:

CLWR, GHDA

Wages,
Administration,
Synod/Congregation

Support

World Missions:
Missionaries,

Volunteers in Mission,
World Council of ChurchesStaff, benefits, rent, overhead,

travel, Council expenses

Program Committees

Synod Support
Other

ELCIC
National Church

Social Ministry

Wages &
Administration

Other

World Missions

People Who Serve
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(Includes theTerritories)
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ABT Con fer ence Map

Synod of Alberta and the territories, 10014-81 Av enue, Edmonton, AB T6E 1W8 PH: 780-439-2636, Fax 780 433-6623

The work car ried out by the Synod in sup port of its con gregations and their lead ers is funded
by the gifts con tributed by its con gregations - their "be nevolence". Thank you to all those con gre-
gations and mem bers who sup ported the wider min istry of the Church with their gifts to the Synod
through out 2008.

Benevolence giv ing in 2008 de clined by 5% from 2007 to $973,635. Through ex penditure
control we were able to achieve a small sur plus for the year. Based on ac tual be nevolence re -
ceived for 2008, bud get re ductions are an ticipated in 2009. In un certain fi nancial times we will
strive to carry on the min istry we are called to do with the re sources pro vided to us. If you have
questions or con cerns, please do not hes itate to call us at 1-866-430-2636 or e-mail any of the of -
fice staff. Check out the synod's website (www.albertasynod.ca) for more in formation.


